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SPEECH OF THE HON, THE ACTING DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER, DATO TEO

KUl SENG FOR THE OPENING OF THE THIRD MALAYSIAN SOILS CONFERENCE

ON 16TH MAY, 1968,

I was very pleased to learn some while ago that the Third Malaysian Soils Conference was to be held in Sarawak
and I am happy to be able to welcome you all here today. Iam glad that the Conference is being held here firstly be-
cause it enables the Sarawak delegation to reciprocate the hospitality they have received during the earlier conferences
in Babah and West Malaysia and secondly because I believe that by holding the Conference in different parts of Malaysia
participants are able to familiarise themselves with the problems which face their fellows in the different States, some
of which will be common to all but others will be peculiar to one area. It is only when all delegates are conversant with
the conditions in every part of the Federation that the greatest benefit can accrue from this type of meeting. I also be-
lieve that it is a very good thing that this Conference is kept as informal as possible for this enables delegates to discuss
all matters fully and frankly and this will lead to sound decisions being reached.

Most of you have spent the last few days on a field tour of parts of this State and will have thus learned something
of the soils and agriculture of S8arawak. I think you will also have realised as I do the sound work achieved by the Soil
Survey Division here. The conditions under which field surveys are carried out are frequently far from easy, but in
spite of this a very high standard has been set and I am very glad that I have this opportunity to make public acknowledge-
ment of this work and to record how valuable it has been.

The Division is comparatively young, having only been established approximately ten years ago, and devoted much
of its original work to rapid reconnaissance surveys of large parts of the country to assist the Government in its road
building programme, More than 30% of the State has now been covered by reconnaissance survey, and many of the areas
of greater potential have been surveyed at a more detailed level. If we are to successfully implement our present Deve-
lopment Plan, one of the broad objects of which is to increase the per capita income and the employment opportunities
of the population, it is essential that our planning is based on a thorough appreciation and knowledge of the areas where
sound development can take place. For rural development this depends in no small measure on the basic information
which you as Soil Scientists can provide. You will, T am sure, agree with me, that such knowledge is not an end in itself,
but it forms an integral part of the many agronomic, social and economic factors which have to be taken into account by
those responsible for planned development. Iam happy to see that the Conference has recognised this, both in the nature
of the Agenda and the tours that have been organised and by the different fields in which you as delegates or ohservers

are engaged.

I hope you enjoy your visit to S8arawak. I am sure this Conference will be of great benefit both to us here and to
Malaysia as a whole,

Gentlemen, I take pleasure in declaring the Third Malaysian Soils Conference open.



CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

Dute Event

8th - 12th May, 1968 Tours in Third Division, Sarawak.

13th - 15th May, 1968 Tours in First Division, Sarawak.

16th May, 1968 Official opening of the Conference by the Acting Deputy Chief
Minister Dato Teo Kui Seng at the Kuching Rural District Council
Building.
Session I.

17th May, 1968 Session 1.
Session II.

18th May, 1968 Session TH.

18th May, 1968 Session IV,

Session on Correlation.
Any other business.

20th - 22nd May, 1968 Tours in Fourth Division, Sarawak.

-

Sub-committee on Standardisation of Analytical Methods within Malaysia met on 12th May in Kuching.

Sub-committee on Correlation of Soils within Malaysia met on 19th May in Kuching.

Note from the Editor

Spelling and typing errors existing in the original cyclostyled papers have as far as possible been corrected. It is
likely that some have remained, either because the right spelling, particularly of local topographic or soil names are un-
known to me or they were overlooked. Pressure for other wurk makes it impossible for me to double check the manuscripts,
for which I offer my apologies. No attempt has been made to edit the papers themselves, the scripts being the responsibility
of the authors. l'urthumlm.l.c..urmm;apod;olndpodsouuummhnmmsplhdvl&n't'mnuo
the preference given oy the authors. Maps and other enclosures in submitted papers which could not be duplicated have been
omitted from the Proceedings . anmmmm“nrm.mmwmmmmmmcmt
mm«hmuommnmmMmmuuundmm. Readers who would like to cbtain coples
of the articles may do this in a similar way. The Proceedings are circulated on a restricted basis and no coples of articles
are available from the publishing suurce which is the Department of Agriculture, Sarawak.

J. P, Andriesse .
Proceedings Third Malaysian Soils Conference.
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SOME ASPECTS OF SOIL GENESIS IN SABAH

by

P, THOMAS
Department of Agriculture, Sabah.

Introduction. Sabah provides a wide variation in the main soil determining factors. Geological studies have revealed
that an extremely wide range of rock types is present as parent material for soil formation. The range of altitude from
sea-level to nearly 13,500 ft., at the summit of Mount Kinabalu is responsible, in addition to the various monsoonal
patterns occurring, for wide differences in climate (Table 1) and in types of natural vegetation. Great differences in
relief are found between the level areas of the sea-board and interior plains and the strong-sloping areas of the mount-
ain ranges, and the expression of age as a time factor is found to be closely related to these effects. Variations in
vegetation appear to be more related to the effects of climate as influenced by the elevation of the land.

These wide variations in the pedogenic factors result in a great diversity of soil conditions and an extremely complex
soil distribution pattern. It is not within the scope of this paper to explore in detail the inter-relationships of these fac-
tors, and what is meant to be achieved is a general account of their influence in the genesis of the soils of the State with
emphasis given to their particular bearing on soil classification.

The Pedogenic Agencies. The most important pedogenic factor influencing the ultimate nature of the soils is the min-
eral characteristics of the parent material. This is of particular importance because of the geological youthfulness of
the country, and, therefore, soil characteristics are found to be closely related to lithology. . Of secondary, but of
profound, importance follows the nature of the water relationships within, and the intensity of the gravitational processes
on, the solum. The period of time for the latter two factors to act on the soil has also a very profound effect on the
ultimate soil characteristics. Thus the age of the soil is largely reflected in the stage of the weathering of its mineral
fraction and the degree of accumulation of the organic material.

Table 1. The range of climate as induced by differences in altitude.

Average Temperature °F
Station Altitude ft. Rainfall
ins. Mean Max. Mean Min.

Sandakan 39 123 87 73
Airport

Kundasang 4,500 85 72 62
Kambarangan 7,040 160 62 52

The Effects of Climate. With the prevailing high soil temperatures and water availability these processes are relatively

rapid, associated with a high rate of chemical action, biological activity and energy released by water moving through
the soil and rock. The high rainfall in particular has brought about a degree of uniformity in that almost all soils, to
greater or lesser extent, tend to be deficient in bases and acid in reaction. Variation in this leaching regime as induced
by changes in climate i{s well illustrated by the altitudinal sequence of the soils on Mount Kinabalu (Askew, 1964). Up to
an altitudinal line of 4,000 ft,, Red-Yellow Podzolic Soils occur which are thoroughly leached and acid, A marked
difference is found above this altitude in that micropodzols are developed on less sloping sites marking a mor type of
humus formation. It is instructive to note that this corresponds reasonably with the altitude of 3,250 ft ., described in
Java (Mohr and van Baren, 1954), above which as the result of the influence of temperatures less than 25°C (77°F) pre-
dominating, organic decomposition is slower than organic accumulation. Above this the effects of decreasing tempera-
ture below an average of about 70°F and increasing rainfall is manifest in well developed podzols occurring as a contin-
uous mantle up to 5,500 ft. where extremely moist soil conditions induced by prevalent mist gives rise to a peaty soil.
In the cooler and probably drier zone above 9,500 ft., there is a rapid change to alpine humus soils.

In the low-land zone temperatures are high and equable, and although great variations in rainfall occur they are con-
sidered to be generally of similar pattern and high order to mark any soil differences likely to be induced by the effects
of climate; although schematic soil surveys in the wetter low-land zones might in future disprove this.

The pedogenic processes can be conveniently categorised as follows:

Mechanical Action which is concerned with the removal and accumulation of soil and soil parent material by the
various inorganic agencies. This is frequently found to be a dominant soil forming factor because of the young age of
the land surface and its general sloping nature,

It is found on its largest scale as a factor influencing the soil geography. For example, coastal platforms usually
coincide with and overlie country rock which is poorly resistant to marine erosion and their increasing incidence seems
to be related to decreasing resistance to weathering and erosion (Panton, 1963). Thus most of the peneplanation is found



in the eastern half of the country mainly coinciding with the occurrence of the clastic suite of rocks more common to
that area. Conversely, massive sandstones, limestones and igneous rocks normally give rise to the more mountain-
ous areas because of their greater resistance to weathering and erosion.

Soil movement is frequently found to be the dominant feature in soil formation because of the relative youthfulness
dthehndmul.wiunthaoldutdthalmdmrmcubetns?nocaminAmeandmostdthelourly!uuMbnvtng
emerged during the Quaternary or later. Hence the time factor for pedological processes can be considered to be
brief, nuthomaorimulmsoﬂmu.hfmudllmplyu!hafurmmmdnoulnunumrdopelouﬁm
ﬂﬂlacmspmdiumumlmondmlnlhlmr-lopuduetocouwmmn,nndtnthavnﬂaybu&ouuallwu.l
infillings. Considerable mumnlaﬂmdmaﬂmdlwlummtuqunﬂy found along the coastline, but aeolian depo-
lulmhmwmsmwmmmommmumdm zone of vegetation, Catastrophic movements
dsdlmdrmkﬁbrhuhnd-clldnmm.udmmtrlutedtothe more mountainous areas,

Similarly, the physical shattering of rock is not a commonly occurring phenomenon., Where rock outcrops are
exposed to the effects of insolation rock exfoliation becomes manifest; but because of the almast continuous forest man-
tle this is rarely seen,

Biological Action which although important in rock shattering 1s of more prafound importance as a process whereby
kinetic energy is stored within the soil, It is invariably intense but never spectacular, This is because the climax
forest occupies an almost continuous cover which varies little with differing soil conditions, Away from this forest
the role of Agathis sps., (Askew, 1964) and similar plants with an extreme acid litter as possible strong podzolising
agents must be borne in mind, Invariably, however, mature trees are found firmly established on very shallow sofl
mantles and thereby act as important soil forming agents under the former conditions whereby the first stage of rock
disintegration and mineralogical decay are initiated,

which involves the decay of the inorganic skeleton of the soil as the result of u series of binary
weathering reactions followed by the movement of the mineral particles within the solum. This involves essentially
two processes in the soil,

Table 2.
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Note 2. The mineralogical determinations were undertaken at the Royal Tropical Institute, Amsterdam,




Mineral Change. The chemical change involved is an universal and continuous process. Its intensity largely depends
on the nature of the parent material of the soil. Thus with hard compact rocks containing resistant minerals of appro-
ximately the same dimensions chemical breakdown can be expected to be slow, whilst, conversely, in porous rocks

containing a variable assemblage of weatherable minerals of differing dimensions the breakdown can be expected to be

rapid.

The first stage in the decay of the mineral skeleton is for the primary silicate minerals to be broken down. Table
2 shows that the breakdown of the primary silicate minerals forming the coarser part of the fine earth fraction is ext-
remely rapid in all well aerated soils but tends to be inhibited with inferior drainage conditions e.g. Diwata Soils (sam~-
ple Nos. 9347 and 9348). Thus it can be seen that almost from the onset of weathering only the more resistant minerals
remain, the occurrence of reasonably weatherable minerals being associated with the petrological fabric of rock frag-
ments which themselves become less common with increasing weathering. Quartz invariably dominates the sand frac-
tion of soils developed on slopes below 15°, but above this slope limit rock fragments generally increase in content,
whilst below this limit the reverse relationship is found with quartz forming almost all of this fraction. This is well seen
in the Podzol representative shown (sample Nos. 3968 and 3969). Between the two extremes illustrated by a Lithosol
and Podzol are shown important intermediate stages, which have a bearing on mineral plant nutrient status of the main
Great Soil Groups.

The breakdown of the primary silicate minerals gives rise in part to the formation of clay size particles of minerals
which are found to be increasingly more resistant to weathering, and the study of which can be rewarding in soil genetic
studies. This can be best seen when the weathering sequence of the clay size minerals is followed (Jackson, et al, 1948),
This is shown on Table 3. Stages Ito V are considered to involve largely primary minerals and Stages VI to IX seconda-
ry minerals formed as the result of a number of pedologically induced binary transformations. Stage I involves soluble
salts very transient in nature in the soil under normal weathering conditions, whilst Stages I and Il would be very easily
weathered. Stages IV to VII slowly weathered, and Stages VIII and IX very slowly weathered,

The first stage in clay mineral formation is to be seen in the Lithosols, typically developed on slopes of about 25° or
more and where weathering can not proceed far before soil material is removed by erosion. This effect is marked by the
presence of rapidly weathered clay minerals such as biotite and albite, (samples 1969 and 1972) and also by the presence
of quartz (samples 1189, 1969 and 1972, and 1087), and in addition by the dominance of montmorillonite. The Bombalai
Soil (sample 1087) may be dominantly kaolinitic due to hydrothermal alteration during the formation of the basalt (Panton,
1963). The presence of gibbsite and haematite in the lithosolic soils at first sets an anomaly. The traces of gibbsite
found in the Bombalai soil might mark the latter part of a transient phase in weathering in which a premature development
of this mineral is found with the occurrence of primary quartz in the colloidal fraction of the soil giving rise to the later
formation of kaolinite (Watson, 1965., Jackson et al, 1948,, Mohr and van Baren, 1954). The presence of iron-oxide in
the clay fraction again might mark a transient phase in this process prior to formation of montmorillonitic and kaolinitic
clays.

With the high rainfall, alkalies and alkaline earths are usually completely washed out of the soil and when found in-
variably occur in the weathering mantle immediately adjacent to highly calcareous rock material, e.g. Rendzinas (sam-
ple No. 17186).

In the majority of cases however, quartz is the most easily weathered clay mineral to bé found and hence it is gen-
erally seen that the breakdown of primary silicate minerals is relatively rapid. With the decrease in particles size
found during this process there occurs a corresponding increase in the rate of mineral change, but the normal endpoint
is reached in the Ferralsols with the dominance of kaolinite in the clay fraction. Usually, however, more than one clay
mineral in the sequence between quartz and kaolinite is found indicating intermediate weathering stages between these
minerals. These can reflect either an arrest in the process of weathering or a transient phase in the process (Jackson,
et al, 1948). Thus, for example, poor drainage tends to minimise soil leaching and can cause the predominance of
montmorillonite, e.g. Diwata soils (sample Nos. 9929, 9930 and 9931), In relatively impervious soils containing an
abundance of bentonite the inefficiency of the leaching regime is reflected in the predominance of montmorillonite and
the occurrence of illite, e.g. Vertisols (sample Nos. 8948, 8950 and 8952). A reversal to normal weathering occurs
with profound changes in the leaching processes of the soil. Thus for example kaolinite is converted to illite, e. g
Edam soils (sample Nos. 8722, 8723, and 8724), or montmorillonite, due to an influx in the ground waters of bases,

In addition, the rate of weathering appears to increase with the proximity of the soil surface and there is a tendency
in most freely draining soils for the lower horizons to be dominated by quartz or cristobalite with an increase in less
weatherable minerals at shallower depths. This is illustrated in Table 4., and in addition it can be seen that the rate
of change generally increase inversely with the size of the soil particles,



Table 3. The relationship between the weathering of the clay minerals and soll genesis
and soil classification (after Jackson, et al, 1948)

CLAY MINERAL SEQUENCE
|
§
! o
b
3 g i g & 2128| s : %
3 SHEHHERE il i
SR AL :
& =
ljajmjwvjviwn v (v | IX
* Lithosol Cook Sandstone
and shals 186 [ A | =] =] = |pr| = |dom| pr| - |tr
* Lithosol Tanjong Andesitic 1060 | A | - |pr|pr|pr| = |mod| pr | = |tr
ash 1972 [ R | = |pr|pr|pr| = [mod| pr | - |tr
* Lithosol Bombalal | Basalt 187 |A | =] =] = |pr]| = = | dom| tr | pr
Active
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Table 4. The relationship between the weathering of the clay minerals, soil depth and soil
texture in the Timbac Family. (derived from basalt)

% PARTICLE SIZE
CLAY MINERAL SEQUENCE DISTRIBUTION
-
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C. F. Notes as for Table 3.

Mineral Movement. The movement of mineral particles and colloids within the solum as the result of leaching thereby
giving expression to the processes of podzolization and laterisation (Twyford and Wright, 1966)., is important in Sabah
generally on slopes less than 15°. Normally above this slope limit the effects of colluviation result increasingly in an
almost continuous mineral enrichment of the soil and the degree of horizonation becomes increasingly dependant on sur-
face soil movement except at high altitudes where the effect of climate has a very strong podzolising effect e.g. at alti-
tudes between 4, 000 feet and 5,500 feet on Mount Kinabalu, or when the soil parent material is very highly siliceous and
deficient in bases.

The processes of podzolisation and laterisation frequently occur simultaneously within the solum and morphologically
are easily recognisable at both ends of a continuum which these processes make up during the leaching of the soils, but
with the majority of the soils in Sabah transient stages in both these soil forming process are represented. This is illu-
strated in the series of graphs shown in Figure 1. The tendency for clay-sized particles to accumulate in the lower hori-
zons appears to be common to all such soils developed on gently inclined slopes, and invalidates the use of the latosol
concept as defined by Kellog (1949) in the exhibition of essential horizons of clay accumulation, thereby showing podzolic
tendencies.

It would appear that the best key for the elucidation of these relationships would be the use of criteria on silica, iron
oxides and aluminium oxides. Thus in soils subject to extreme weathering, laterisation is best expressed when the pa-
rent rock material is composed of a basic to ultrabasic mineral assemblage rich in iron and aluminium with the result
that oxides of these elements occur as surface enrichments in the solum which coincide with a zone of silica depletion;
and podzolisation has its greatest expression in soils developed from an acidic suite of minerals rich in silica and poor
in iron and aluminium giving rise in this case to a marked upper zone of silica accumulation with little range and with
very low levels of iron and aluminium oxides. The two extreme ends of this continuum is shown in Fig. 1 by the Ferr-
alsol and Red-Yellow Podzolic profiles. Three important intermediate stages are also demonstrated, The Ferruginous
Soils are developed on ultra-basic parent material unusually rich in iron, and top soil enrichment of iron oxide occurs
coinciding with an accumulation of silica. This is the result of a low degree of soil weathering induced by poor drainage
conditions, With a moderate degree of weathering and a parent material well supplied with iron and aluminium a dis-
tinct zone of silica impoverishment is seen in the upper part of the solum coinciding with a gradual increase of the iron
oxide and aluminium oxide content in depth marking the Red-Yellow Latosol stage in this process; whilst the stage shown
in the Red Podzolic Soil differs in that a horizon of silica enrichment occurs and the levels of iron and aluminium oxides
tend to be less,

Conclusions. An attempt has been made to sketch in broad detail the course of the main soil forming processes in the
genesis of the soils of Sabah, during which emphasis has been given to the role of mineralogical change as a key to the
various stages of soil evolution. This is a relatively new approach in Sabah and it has so far indicated that some im-
portant variances do occur with the previously established genetic classification of its soils (Thomas and Allen, 1966),
which was based mainly on morphological and environmental data. It is considered as the first step in the process of
evaluating the relationships of the soils of the State with the advanced soil classifications developed in other countries,



Figure |. The Relotionships between Clay, Si0z, Fe203 and Al203
Distribution in the Profile and Soil Classification
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particularly with the system being developed by the. United States Department of Agriculture (Soil Survey 1960, and
1966). It is hoped that the ultimate result of this line of research will in particular give rise to a sound basis with
which to make a local appreciation of this latter approach.
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Discussion

Moormann: Could you please give a definition of what you call Ferralsols. Are they the saime as Reddish-
Brown Lateritic Soils as we have seen them here in Sarawak?

Thomas: These are in fact the Red-Brown Ferralsols. They occur on ultra-basic to basic parent materials.
There is normally a complete lack of horizonation, apart from a weakly developed AO or Al hori-
zon. They are usually of a dark colour (dark reddish-brown). They are clayey and extremely
well structured and the aggregation of the soil structure seems to be very stable. They are not
the same as the Reddish-Brown Lateritic soils as found in S8arawak. They differ from the
Reddish-Brown Lateritic soils in that one would not find any weatherable minerals at all nor any
form of horizonation.

Moormann: Comment: They may be Dark Reddish-Brown Latosols according to Dudal and Moormann.

Joseph: Could you elaborate further on the relationship between the general plant nutrient status and the
main great soll groups. Are you confident that the differences within the main great soil groups
are not larger than between great soil groups ?

Thomas: No; assuming that plant nutrient content in the soil is related to the content of weatherable minerals
in the coarse fraction of the fine earth one would find that our more juvenile soils such as the
Lithosols and the Active Riverine Ailuvial Soils generally have a higher content of weatherable
minerals than the more weathered soils, This was the relationship to which I briefly referred to
in my paper.

Ng: In terms of soil pedogenesis it would probably be more valid to compare contents of certain consti-
tuents such as 810y, Aly0g and Fe,0, in the parent rocks with those in the solls developed on these
rocks. Has such a study been nwge or are data not available ?

Thomas: No data is available but it is realised that such a study would be valuable and necessary. The main
difficulty is that it is frequently impossible to obtain unweathered parent rock material in situ.



CHARACTERISTICS OF A SANDY PODZOL IN MALAYA

by
K. T. Joseph and B. R. Hewitt.

Podzols have been reported in the tropics since 1935 when Joachim described what he called the cinnamon soils
on the West Coast of Ceylon. Hardon (1937) described some lowland podzols from the Island of Bangka. The profile
descriptions of Joachim (1935) and Hardon (1937) differ significantly in that Joachim's "podzol' did not contain an Ag
horizon which is characteristic of the classical podzol whereas Hardon's description showed the sequence of an A
over an Aj over an Ay over both a By and B, horizon. In both cases, however the soils were developed on a pervious
quartz sandy soil poor in bases and a low base content of the vegetation.

Pendleton and Sharasuvana (1942) state that a true podzol profile to be typical must include the organic matter of an
iron illuvial horizon. Zakharov (1910) cited by Muir (1961) discussed podzolization in the following stages. In the young-
est (or cryptopodzolic) there is a slight development of an accumulation horizon as shown by a graying and browning of the
upper layer of the parent material. As organic matter accumulates the conditions become suitable for the appearance of
podzolization which shows as whitish spots and patches that merge to form a layer - the eluvial horizon, with the concu-
rrent formation of the brownish ortstein horizon. As this develops there appears a subdivision of the ortstein horizon
into an upper layer darker red brown when wet, and a low layer lighter in colour. Zakharov considered the upper darker
layer to be due to humus leached down after the loss of iron from the {lluvial horizon. Muir considers that this sub-
division indicates stages of podzolization and should be used as follows:

Slightly podzolic where Ay > 2 Ay; medium podzolic where Ay » Ay;
true podzol where Aj <Ay

Joseph (1966) described a profile on the East Coast of Malaya (appraximately 5 miles from Dungun) close to a stream,
the characteristics of which are reproduced below:

0 - g" Ay very dark grey sand (2.5Y 3/3)
6" - 12" A, grey sand (5Y 5/1)
12" - 18" Ag light brownish grey sand (2.5Y 6/2)

184" - 20" By black sand with organic matter and iron (2.5Y 2/0) co-impregnated
20" - 30" B, dark red sand (10R 3/3)
30" - 40" l.‘,3 light yellowish brown sand with some white mottles (2.5Y 6/4)

The Ag horizon in the Dungun series is unique as the sandy podzols previously described by Joachim (1935),
Hardon (1936, 1937) Van der Merwe (1940) do not appear to have an Ag horizon. The iron content in the Ag horizon of
the Dungun series is much lower than in the A horizon (see table 1). When the Az and A horizons are combined the
conditions as laid down by Zakharov where Ay < }A, for true podzols is approximated. The Dungunseries can be re-
garded as a true podzol since in addition to the above it contains the classical coffee rock in the illuvial horizon.

The Chemical characteristics of the abuve profile is given below in Table 1.

Table 1 .
Horizon | PH measured* in Mixed Iron content | P in mg/100 | Organic Carbon | Nitrogen
1:5.02MKC1 Sesquioxides % Fe gm soil % %
Ay 3.3 0.91 0,057 4.2 4.4 0.18
Ag 4.0 0.69 0.055 0.9 0.6 0.03
Az 4.7 0.55 0,032 0.6 0.1 0.01
Bl £ | 5.4 0,226 6.1 4,0 0.13
Bz 4.4 3.7 0.184 4.5 4.4 0.13
Bs 4.8 4.4 0.188 31 4.5 0.01

* pH measurements in 0,2MKC1 were about 0.7 unit lower than in distilled water.

The pH values are lowest in the Ay horizon, rising to a maximum in the Ag, falling in the By and rising again in the By
horizon. The rise in the pH in the By and Bg horizons may be ascribed to the influence of the water table (note mottles
in By horizon) which is invariably characteristic of podzols which have an organic matter /iron illuvial horizon. The
mixed sesquioxides drop steadily from the Ay to the Aq horizon and rise (tenfold increase) in the 31 horizon. The iron
content follows a similar trend and the increase of iron from the Ag horizon to the By is also approximately a tenfold
increase. The iron content data confirms the field description of a truely differentiated eluvial and illuvial zone with



the downward movement of iron. The phosphorus figures are also tied up with the iron illuvial zone, since iron hydro-
xides and oxides have a high capacity to adsorb the dihydrogen phosphate anion. In the Ay horizon the phosphorus can
be ascribed to be tied up in the organic matter.

Table 2 is a summary of the organic matter fractionation which was carried out according to the scheme of Kononova

(1961),
Table 2

HUMUS FRACTIONS
Horizon | S8and Humus
% % (1) Humin & | (2) Crenic and (3) | Hymetomelanic | Humie and
Ulmin Apocrenic Acld Acid Ulmic Acids
Ay 87 10,7 2.4 6.3 0.3 1.2
Ay o7 2.6 2.1 0.2 0.3 0.1
B, 85 13.3 3.8 6.8 0.4 4.8

Humus fractions were carried out according to the scheme shown below.,

Soll (extracted with 0, 1N Na OH)

‘ '
black solution humin and ulmin

(insoluble)
Action with HC1
' R
precipitate soluble fraction
(erenic and apocrenic acids)
OH (alcohol)
' '
hymatomelanic acid humic and ulmic acids
(soluble) (insoluble fraction)

Although this scheme is regarded as unsatisfactory in critical studies on the nature of organic matter, it novertheloss I8
useful in ascertaining the broad groups associated with the various horizons in the podzol profile,
of soil humus are (1) humin and ulmin (2) erenic and apocrenic acids (3) hymatomelanic acid and (4
acids. Table 2 summarises the distribution of these various humus fractions in the 3 horizons examined. As expected
the total humus content is lowest in the Ay where almost 90% of the low total humus value consists of Humin and Ulmin,
This fraction was found to be fairly consistent in the horizons Ay, Ag, and B, and represents humus substances not
extracted during treatment with alkali solutions. According to Kononova (ldl) the humins of soil humus are humic acids

Which have lost the capacity for dissolving in the alkali, due to the firmness of the combination with 1
the soil and not presumably due to any alteration in their nature. o ostmgional a5 -

The four main groups
) humic and ulmic

The fraction crenic and apocrenic acid (fulvic acid) drops by a factor of 30 from the A
1 to the Ap horizon and rises
in the By to an amount appraximately equal to that in the Aj horizon. Tiurin (1940) cited by Kmmwaz(lmn showed that
fulvic acids of soil humus represent hydraxycarboxylic acids of high molecular weight containing nitrogen. Bremner
(1954) found that when fulvic acids were hydrolysed with 6N HC1 20% to 30% of their nitrogen was solubilised producing

In the podzol a striking mobility of the fulvic acid has
th.hnamn'cﬂhﬂ:hhwllmmpltﬂ.dlnhhhz(B.ﬂlnm.l’tos.



The Dungun series can be regarded as a true podzol in view of the characteristic horizon differentiation and the
sharp change in the B horizon. The organic matter content in the B horizon was shown to be higher than in the A, hori-
zon. In view of the sandy nature of the soil, translocation of clay could not be measured but the sesquioxide and iron
distribution figures substantiates a translocation from the eluvial to the illuvial horizons. The profile was shown to be
acid, the maximum pH being in the A; as is typical of sandy podzols.
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Discussion

Moor mann: The definition of podzol based on the depth of the A2 is not tenable, especially if thickness of the A2
is to be related to the degree of development of the podzol. Hence, the podzol should not be defined
on thickness of A2 in relation to Al. The profile described in your paper is a podzol, regardless of
the fact that it has a considerable A2. Inthe 7th Approximation this is realised even to the point
where it is mentioned specifically that the A2 is not an absolute diagnostic characteristic of Spodosols.,

Ysselmuiden: I have to support Dr. Moormann's view that the thickness of the A2 is not the only criteria for the
classification of podzols. We have found in Brunei that cemented Bh horizons occur, this must in time
result in a decrease of the thickness of the A2(Ae).

Andriesse: With reference to paper 4 in this session in which I specifically criticized the Russian approach in
using the thickness of the A2 to indicate the intensity of the podzolization process I would like to comm-
ent here that the position of the Bh in tropical podzols as found in Sarawak is either dictated by the
groundwater table or a texture change in the profile due to the bisequent nature of the parent material.
Hence with homogeneous parent materials and low watertables the Bh may be found as deep as 12 feet
while with a high watertable or a clay layer at shallow depth in an otherwise sand deposit the Bh would
develop near the surface. Hence, the thickness of the A2 is not related to intensity of the podzol pro-
cess but rather to factors dictating the position of the Bh.

Joseph: The depth of the A2 is one possible parameter for measuring the podzolization process and is not
intended to define the podzol. I think that the Ae horizon is essential in any soil undergoing podzoliza-
tion and that the depth of the Ae horizon should increase with the prolongation of the process. The
fact that you have soils in Brunei and Sarawak where due to cementation of the coffee rock, the increase
in the Bh horizon begins to mask the A2 is to my way of thinking a change in the process. In other
words, the process goes so far and then changes. This change is obviously due to a new pedogenetic
factor.

Law: Comment: The sequence of soils in coastal sands (East coast, West Malaysia) is as follows:

Baging series = Yellow brown sands with no profile development.

Rompin series - With faint differentiation of an Ae.

Rudua series . With movement of humus down and redeposition at 12 to
(weakly developed phase) . 18 inches depth.

Rudua series - (Possibly the same as your Dungun series) with a Bh and
(on higher ridges) Bir at 2 - 3} feet depth.

Jambu series - The giant podzol with a Bh and Bir at 6 to 12 feet depth.

It is suggested that in this sequence, considering the landforms, the watertable is responsible for the
formation of the Bh.

Joseph: The Rudua series is similar but not identical to the Dungun series. My comments are based on Ives'
description of these soils in his paper.

Guha: Have you studied relationships between soil organic acids (humic and fulvic acids) with the vegetation
differences that exist between the sandy soils normally associated with podzols and the other heavier
soils, particularly the upland soils in West Malaysia?

Joseph: The present study is the first of this kind we have done, We have not yet extended this to fractionation
of humid acids in relation to vegetation,

10



SOIL SURVEY METHODS IN TROPICAL FOREST AREAS WITH PARTICULAR
REFERENCE TO THE USE OF AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS

by

B. D. Acres and C. F. Folland
(Department of Agriculture, State of Sabah, Malaysia)

The methodology of soil surveys is an aspect that is not often analysed in detail and too little thought is given
to developing the most efficient and least costly methods of achieving the desired result. Further the precise
methods used are not always outlined in the survey report. Much of what we want to say on the subject will not
be new to any present who have carried out soil surveys and the object of the paper is to outline the approach we
have been trying in Sabah, to stimulates some discussion on methods in the forest environment and, in particular,
the value of air photographs.

Opinions seem to vary as to the usefulness of photos in reconnaissance surveys in forest regions. As long
ago as 1949 van der Eyck (1957) working in N. Surinam, based his reconnaissance survey on air photo interpre~
tation with the aim of developing a method to cover large areas ina relatively short time, at low cost, and gave
a detailed outline of the approach adopted. Much has been written on the subject since but in most former British
territories surveyors have been apparently reluctant to try to use air photographs. It appears that in Malaysia
there has been little use of photos in any systematic way and as recently as 1963 doubts have been expressed as to
their value, Panton (1963) in his paper on soil survey methods in Malayan forest states that aerial photographs ..
nare of little value during the period of fieldwork at least in most types of forested terrain' and goes on to say that
the topographic maps available normally reflect the relevant details on the aerial photographs themselves. He
limits their usefulness to the different vegetation patterns that may be visible and which may be correlated with
soil differences, to preliminary inspection prior to fieldwork and after to clarify obscure details.

On the other hand, Wall (1964) working in Sarawak, stresses the advantages of using air photo analysis in
order to delineate what he terms "topo-soil associations' and as an aid to covering large areas in a shorter time
and presumably that is the method used in Sarawak. In Sabah photos have been used in much the same way as in
West Malaysia, mainly as a supplement to extensive ground surveys.

It must be well-known that all major organizations concerned with natural resource surveys at the reconnai-
ssance level employ systematic airphoto interpretation. CSIRO have been applying this method mainly in areas
where vegetation and soils have been litfle influenced by man. In New Guinea, for example, emphasis was placed
on the delineation of landforms and drainage patterns on photographs to show the reeurring patterns of landscape
within which 'key sites' were selected for field examination. It is based on the concept that each type of terrain
is expressed by a distinctive pattern on the photos.

The Directorate of Overseas Surveys stresses that resource surveys BEGIN with air photo interpretation as
a basis for efficient land resource assessment.

While it is one thing to acknowledge the usefulness of interpretation it is quite another to combine it success~
fully with field observations so that both are used to the best advantage. Considerable thought has been given to
this aspect by Buringh and Vink in Holland. Dr. Vink (1963) in a paper entitled 'Planning of Soil Surveys in Land
Development! outlines various kinds of soil survey methods in which air photographs are used in varying degrees.

i. the 'rigid grid' survey where field observations are carried out at fixed intervals in both directions.

ii. the 'grid' survey as a basic means with in addition, some observations on the physiographic correlation
of the soils which are used to locate boundaries more accurately.

iii. The grid survey with some physiographic observations followed by photo interpretation.

iv. the physiographic soil survey without photo interpretation but with maximum use of data from topographic,
landuse and geological maps.

V. the survey with systematic photo interpretation.

He considers the first two methods to be outdated in reconnaissance work and that the advantages of using photo
interpretation in the third are lost because it is done after fieldwork, The fourth method is only applicable in highly
developed countries, but even so, a topographic map can never give the wealth of information revealed on a photo.
Theuf:ithi.sﬂaemlyonewhlchglvugoodeﬂicientrenultstnalmostauomswhsreairphotolotpodquamym
av le.

Buringh (in Vink 1963, 1 and 2) has outlined a mumber of procedures by which interpretation and fieldwork are
combined in the fifth survey method, depending on the type of detail required, the accessibility of the survey area

and varying from the use of the photo as a field map to very broad extrapolations from photos with few field obser-
vations.



We have attempted to apply a systematic airphotointerpretation in a reconnaissance survey over an arca of
approximately 7,000 square miles in the Sandakan and Kinabatangan Districts of Sabah. The area s scheduled
to be completed in two years and mapped at a scale of 1:50,000. Appraximately half {s likely to be unsuited for
agricultural development there being large coastal expanses of mangrove and nipah and extensive tracts of steep-
land in the interior. Access by boat is generally good although smaller rivers are obstructed by sawn logs and
by natural tree fall. We suggest that it would be impossible to complete such an area in that time without syste-
matic airphoto interpretation.

After 6 months in Sabah, 2 of which have been spent in the field and four In administration and preparation we
have some observations to make on the use of photographs, neither of us having attempted this approach before.

Choice of photographs

Good photography is absolutely essential and ideally the photography should be flown specifically for the pro=
ject, It is argued that to fly for a project (s wasteful but it has been proved (not by us) that the cost of such photo-
graphy is 'negligible' in relation to total cost. We have inheritod photography varying from RAF scale 1:25,000
flown in 1948-54 with flight lines from N-8,E-W, and NE-8W; RAF, scale 1:50,000-60, flown 106264, Lands and
Surveys scale 1:25,000 {lown in 1966 and 1967 plus some additional {lights by Huntings for timber companies.

Quality as well as scale is variable and, in addition, some is still regarded as strategically Important so
that the Government authorities are reluctant to release them,

We have encountered the following difficulties:-

a. The same landform appears differently on photography at different scales. In addition, there is
a tendency to delineate more detail at the larger scale, 1:256,000, which does not warrant separa-
tion or which would be ignored at the 1:50,000 scale.

b. Old photography obviously doos not show the existing landuse and access routes. Access, In
particular, is vital in reconnaissance surveys and there must be up-to~date information of pew
tracks and rallways so that time is not lost in cutting unnecessary rentises. In Sabah timber
extraction proceeds rapidly and logging roads and railways are being constructed, It would be
better not to cut an 80 chain rentis and find that there is a railway at the other end. Planning of
the survey is made more effective by having this information and time and money could be saved -
money which might be spent on new photography.

¢. Using 1:25,000 photography involves handling up to four times as many prints as at 1:50, 000 scale,
partly because the overlaps of the older photos are very variable while recent techniques are more
standardised. It is not just a ratio of two. The numbers can be confusing and tedious especially
where flight lines are also at variance.

d. For the production of a land system map we recommend that photography should be at about 1:50,000
scale. It has been recommended before but we have found that this scale allows an excellent overall
picture of the land while with a x3 binocular attachment detail can be observed. 1:25,000 scale
photos are too detailed for this purpose although they are more suited for orfentation in the field.

In addition a good idea is gained of which units can be mapped at the 1:50, 000 seale.

Photo preparation

It is important that photos are prepared prior to interpretation.

Preparation involve mark
of principal points, flight lines and match lines. ® the marking and transforring

It is a time consuming task, particularly when
photos, but can be adequately done by trained cartographic staff. It ensures . . S N hoR A

that no du
and that all interpretation lines join up between photos. plication of interpretation cccurs
Photo Interpretation

The object of the photo analysis is to divide a region into physiographic landsc
both be detected on the photographs and located on the ground. This is the first ltapm ;ﬂl d‘:horutia o5 el
a term which we use in the same sense as it is used in Australia being a natural unit of the I|r|n N NG lond systoms,
geology, relief and drainage pattern, soil type and vegetation association and wh SN WO kit

ich can be mapped and deli d
the ground. The information on geology, soil and vegetati o
y getation may initially be inferred but is substantiated by field

We have had no difficulty in delineating landscape units or landtypes
on
forest, although there are the inevitable problems of exactly where to draw :"dl?min.,:::a:uf:e“d by p;lmr)’
independently, each being responsible for different 1:50, 000 sheets, and came up with merge. We did it
ever, we each established our own interpretation legend in terms of the land or:: “u::e :::;! loﬂuz units, How-
; ’ nage vegetation,




incorporating existing geological information and making broad inferences on soils. As we have decided that the
field is the best place for us to reach agreement as to the soils we find we are working in close proximity. This
means also that we must each be familiar with the others interpretation, agree on an overall legend and plan with
care that we do not duplicate. This ideal was not attained before field work began except in the areas of immediate
interest where we have examined each others interpretation using the 0ld Delft Scanning Mirror stereoscope which
we highly recommend for this purpose. It enables twe people to look at the same area stereoscopically at the same
time.

The interpretation lines were sketched onto Print Laydowns (P.L.D.'s) or uncontrolled mosaics, where overall
patterns and spatial relationships can be studied. Even before interpretation much can be obtained from a study of
these if the quality is good (and we were fortunate to find an almost complete set stored at the Directorate of Overseas
Surveys.) The disadvantage is that it is not always easy to transfer detail from 1:50,000 photos onto P.L.D.'s
assembled from old 1:25,000 photos of very variable quality. Nevertheless its usefudness lies in being able to see
where access is available and where sampling can most usefully be carried out, being able to plan where field work
should be concentrated to avoid duplication, the aim being to obtain the maximum amount of information from the
minimum number of rentises in the time available. The advantages of this are lost if insufficient time is allowed for
the interpretation, construction of a legend, planning and field reconnalssance and this is easily done if field work
must be concentrated within a certain period and if other factors are allowed to interfere.

Preliminary reconnaissance

We believe that before beginning field work a brief reconnaissance should be made within the survey area. The
main purposes of this are:-

a. To discover main access routes, involving checking logging roads and railway lines where recent
photos are not available, checking the navigability of rivers.

b. Examining possible campsites, facilities for obtaining stores, availability of fresh water etc.

¢. A public relations exercise to inform local people, native chiefs, police etc. of our intentions so
that our labour force is not mistaken for marauding pirates of whom there is still considerable
fear in this part of Sabah.

d. To examine briefly some of the interpreted landforms on the ground.

To date we started the survey of one district without this reconnaissance and have experienced sufficient problems
to prove to us just how valuable this visit would have been. On the other hand, we have managed to undertake such
a reconnaissance of an area about to be surveyed - a period of one week - in which all access was investigated, all
kampongs, timber camps and estates visited, campsites and accommodation located, local boatmen employed and
familiarity with the area obtained.

Field work

Field work is undertaken with two objectives in mind, to establish and classify the soil units within the systems
delineated and to check the existence of boundaries in areas which are doubtful, For example, we find that areas
of low relief and gentle slopes covered by trees appear much flatter than they actually are and cannot easily be
differentiated from level ground unless striking differences of vegetation exist. In fact, overall we find that ground
conditions are generally much steeper than the photos would suggest owing to the tree cover. It is estimated that
under normal survey 80% of all observations made in the field are needed for locating boundaries, the other 20%
being used to describe soils, but by using interpretation, boundary observations may be reduced to 10% of the total
thereby reducing total observations to 30%. Careful planning of field traverses is important and some sort of com-
promise between what might be the best area and a less suited but more accessible area must be arrived at. We
believe that carefully selected short rentises are demanded which at the same time achieve the two objectives of
classification and boundary checks.

The final problem is logistical. How many assistants and labourers, boats and boatmen etc. are required to
carry out the field work quickly and efficiently ?

Panton states that under Malaysian conditions and using the grid method of survey ""much of the time of the soil
surveyor is taken up with purely logistical problems such as how many men he should employ, or how much road or
riverine transport will be necessary for a large scale jungle exploration and how many days rations and other supplies
will be required by his parties". He apparently has to spend so much of his time doing this because his method
demands that he employs a large numbers of men and assistants, so that he has little time to spend in the field him-
self. As a result the labourers and assistants cut and describe rentises in detail, sample and describe auger
borings at fixed intervals and take samples back to the surveyor in his office or base camp. We suggest that these
are the type of cbservations required for establishing boundaries since the surveyor could not permit an assistant
to classify, and that therefore most of this is not necessary where systematic interpretation is used and neither are
the numbers of assistants and labourers.



We have inherited and so far accepted this system of large field parties in S8abah. We do not wish to decree a
method that has in the past achieved excellent results but we have come to the conclusion that it is outmoded,
Large parties of about thirty labourers and 3-5 assistants are not compatible with a method that demands mobility
and more emphasis on observations directed to establishing units. It is pertinent to examine the functions of the
various personnel involved.

Soil Surveyor

We feel that this requires little comment since the responsibility for the whole survey depends on him, save to
observe that his duties should be directed primarily to examination, description and classification of soils and phy-
siography and presentation as mapping units, The CSIRO have indicated that for one field season survey of about
15-18 months the time for the various phases are as follows:

1 Pre-fieldwork including photo interpretation and planning, 3 months,
.  Fieldwork, 3 months,

iii.  Final airphoto interpretation - 3 months.
iv.  Speclalist evaluation of the field data, coordination of land systems and report writing, 06-9 months,

What is significant here is the relative amounts of time spent on the various stages rather than totals, about 26%
being spent in the field.

Assistants

If it is accepted that the surveyor collects his own information in the field then there is no place for assistants
making routine observations. Under a grid system the assistant can be relied on, once his capacities have been
assessed, to describe soll colour and texture and stone content and measure slopes thereby presenting a reason-
able cross-section showing the differences that ocour. Where short rentises are used the fixed interval of sampling
Is not applicable, rather sampling must be carried out depending on the individual sites which occur, a task that can
only be undertaken by the surveyor, We therefore question the value of assistants in the scientific aspects of the
work and suggest that his main value is in organising labour, campsites, stores and equipment all of which are vital
to the smooth running and success of a project.

Labourers

Regardless of the method of survey under forested conditions labourers are needed for porterage, rentisscutting
and pit digging. The optimum number is debatable. The more you have available, the more work has to be found
for them to justify their employment, the mmumhutou-mmmmmmmmmmwmg
abreast of it, some sort of variation of Parkinsons Law since more boatmen and support staff are also required.
Wedouqtpreundtohlumamwrblnsumnﬂm;dounurtohhamumnmmzmuhnsmllkaly

to be adequate. In a year or so we would like to think that we could have a more factual basis for this sort of
argument.

In summarising we would like to emphasis the following points:-

1. The need for up~to~date photography at appraximately the scale 1:50, 000 Printlaydowns
from that photography. =y o

2. Any method using systematic airphoto interpretation requires considerable preparati oord
and a legend must be established prior to the commencement of fieldwork, ~riomin i

3. Apreliminary reconnaissance is vital particularly where surveyors are strangers country
cannot be considered time wasted. e i

4. The function of assistants in reconnaissance soil surveys are l.hnhdtolw unless
considered as counterparts or on-the-job students, Their training for routine nm' ing soctsn
suited to detailed surveys for projects, 2 -

5. Substantial savings on the labour costs might be made
that may be looked on as luxuries. MQMMMHMimM
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Discussion

Law: What scale of survey and what mapping units are you using?

Acres: Mapping scale is 1:50,000 and the mapping units are associations of families and series.

Law: In West Malaysia it was found that for mapping at a series level air photographs were of little use.
Good use could be made of air photographs to distinguish soils at a higher level of classification.
Soils are related to terrain forms and when interpreting air photographs landforms are distinguished
in which one is able to recognise assoclations of soils or possibly families. For more detailed
work the classification of terrain forms should be also more detailed if the photographs are to be
of any use and the mapping units should be set up in advance. For historical reasons series have
been the mapping units until now in West Malaysia which is one of the reasons why we could not
use air photographs to such a degree as we would wish to do. Another reason is the poor quality
of the air photography which was available until recently.

Ashworth: I support Mr. Acre's view that air photographs are invaluable in reconnaissance surveys and agree
that they cannot be used for delineating soil series or phases. 1, however, disagree with the choice
of 1:50,000 scale and would prefer 1:25,000, We have found that in our work a scale of 1:50,000
is inadequate and we needed the support of 1:25,000 and 1:8,000. 1 would say that a scale of 1:
25,000 is the best scale for reconnaissance work. Iagree that when working with a team, coordi-
nation of work and methods used is essential right from the start.

Acres: The 1:25,000 scale photographs you are using, are they recent photographs ?

Ashworth: No, they were taken some time in 1947, but we think they can still be used for areas under virgin
forest. Iagree, however, that recent photography is important for survey work.

McEachern: Is the type and pattern of land use useful as an aid to delineating your soil unit boundaries ?

Acres: Land Use is of very limited use for interpreting soil types as there is so little agriculture practised
in this part of Sabah. Natural vegetation can be of great significance particularly in the areas of
deposition such as deltas, flood plains and coasts.

McEachern: What about the identification of natural vegetation? To be useful must one become an expert
forester to map soil units ?

Acres: No. Having delineated on photos the main vegetation differences we would request the help of a
forester to give further details.

Donaldson: 1 would like to substantiate the view that 1:25,000 scale photographs are better than 1:50,000 scale
photographs because of cost and mechanics of organization. To give an example, West Malaysia
was recently covered by 1:25,000 scale photography within 2 years. To do this at a scale of
1:50, 000 would have taken longer because of clouds which prevail at the height from which photo=
graphs at that scale need to be taken. Also 1:25,000 photography can be used for other purposes
and for the making of scaled 1:50,000 mosaics. There are also less restrictions on the choice
of aircraft employed.

Ng: In the soil survey of the Jengka triangle in West Malaysia the consulting firm involved still found

it necessary to traverse rentises at 1/3 mile interval to map soils at the series level, even with
the availability of 1:25,000 photographs. Would the representative of the firm inform the con-
ference to what extent they found aerial photography useful in soil mapping in Jengka ?




Ysselmuiden:

The aerial photography used was at a scale 1:25,000. The survey was at a semi-detailed level
(mapping scale 1:25,000). The experience in this project was that help from aerial photographs
was greatly reduced due to the masking of the topography by the jungle cover. The topographic
map (scale 1:25,000) proved in the end to be more useful for drawing soll boundaries .

The International Training Centre for aerial surveys in Delft (Holland) also recognises the fact
that the denser the number of field observations, the less support one gets from the air photographs,
One would not eut out air photographs altogether but the support is greatly reduced at the more [
detailed mapping level. It should be mentioned that observations in the traverses were done where
necessary which means that in actual fact the density of cbservations appeared to more than 1 per
l/’mﬂl- N -

1 agree that under virgin forest photographs become of less value as the degree of dotail required
increases. In developed areas photographs appear to be important for detailed soll surveys
(apparently because the land-forms are easier to recognise) but this requires a more detalled
classification of landforms.

You say that in the field the ground is steeper than it appears to be on air photographs. Yet,
stereoscopic viewing exaggerates the three-dimensional effect, Possibly slopes appear losns
severe in valley bottoms because deeper soils tend to have & higher vegetation and would thus on
photographs mask the difference in height which exists.

When using 1:26,000 photographs we sometimes find that changes in vegetation boundarios may be
related to changes in geology . i

I did not wish to infer that no vegetational changes can be detected on photographs. They can be
seen and are often assoclated with soll changes but the changes are not necessarily at a family
level. Again not all changes in soll are reflected in a change in vegetation.



A STUDY OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND CHARACTERISTICS OF
PODZOLS OCCURRING IN THE TROPICAL LOWLAND OF SARAWAK
(EAST MALAYSIA)*

by

J. P, Andriesse.

Summary

A study of the environment, profiles and analytical data of humus podzols occurring in the humid tropical lowlands
of Sarawak confirms that the soils are morphologically similar to those developing in temperate regions. Causes for
the development are not however, identical. These are for Sarawak related mainly to kind of parent material and
topography. Organic surface horizons develop because of the low decomposition rate due to wet, poorly drained con-
ditions combined with the occurrence of acid, highly lignitic litter, poor in bases. The podzolization process is simi-
lar to that found in temperate regions but does not need to include an initiation' process. The position of illuvial
humus horizons is in many cases related to the bisequent nature of the parent materials and, in the absence of this,
to the ground water level, while the causes for the accumulation of humus in these horizons are: lack of lateral flow
of ground water to drain off water rich in humic materials and periodically drying out of surface horizons mainly
through evaporation.

Introduction

That podzols occur at low altitudes in the tropics is a well established fact. Following discoveries in the
Indonesian Archipelago by Hardon (1937) and Richards (1941) many such occurrences have been reported in the last
twenty years. In a recent paper Klinge (1965) summarizes much of the present knowledge on these soils but it
appears that although much information has been accumulated on the occurrences of podzols in tropical lowlands
not many detailed studies have been carried out. Those published are mainly studies of single profiles or occurrences
and it is difficult to estimate the relevance of the information outside the sites studied.

Although it is possible to arrive at some general conclusions by comparing the data available from many widely-
scattered tropical countries there still remain many unsolved questions regarding the origin of podzols in tropical
areas.

This paper deals with studies which were particularly made to provide an overall picture of the environmental
conditions and the characteristics of humus podzols (hereafter called podzols) occurring in Sarawak, the north
western part of Borneo from which the earlier now classic discoveries were reported by Hardon and Richards
(op cit. ).

These studies involved the collecting of data obtained on podzols during a 7 years routine surveying period, and
the extracting of salient factors involved in the genesis of these soils, the following up by detailed investigations in
selected areas to confirm certain indications drawn from the earlier observations and the processing of analytical
data from profiles, carefully selected with a view to establish the norm rather than the exception.

Environmental conditions

(1) Climate

Characteristic features are a heavy rainfall, a comparatively uniform high temperature (average daily temperature
25.59C) and high humidity (84% daily average). Mean annual rainfall is between 2,500 and 5,000 mm, fairly well
distributed, with no single month in any locality where the rainfall is below 100 mm. Thus, according to Mohr's
rainfall classification the climate is 'continuously wet', (Mohr, 1944),

(2) Altitude
Although podzols do occur above an altitude of 1,000 m, in order to omit possible effegts from climatic variations

in the development of podzols at different altitudes only those occurring below 330 m have been studied. The latter
are found at all heights from sea level to 330 meter.

(3) Parent materials

These can be divided into two distinct groups:-
(a) Material of alluvial origin - old (mainly Pleistocene) terrace deposits (both riverine and marine).
(b) Material of sedentary origin - sandstones and conglomerates (mainly of Tertiary age).

The first group of materials commonly consists of alternating layers of quartz sand and quartz gravel frequently
interlayered with sandy clays. Mineralogical analyses show that the source of these terrace materials can in many
places be traced to Tertiary sandstone and conglomerates and the parent materials of alluvial origin ca, therefore,
be regarded as very similar to parent materials of sedentary origin, but even more impoverished.

* The contents of this paper will be published elsewhere. Until formal publication reference to this paper should be
made as: private communication.
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Alluvial parent material

The terrace materials are extremely poor in bases and sesquioxides (particularly iron) and consist largely of
crystalline quartz; the clays also consist mainly of quartz with subordinate micas, kaolinite (fire clays) and illite.
The heavy mineral association of the sand fraction invariably shows concentrations of zircon, tourmaline and
titaniferous minerals in which rutile is dominant, followed by anatase and brookite. The content of opaque minerals
is usually high (more than 60%) and ilmenite is dominant, although leucaxene and various intergrades between ilmenite
and non-opaque titaniferous minerals are commonly also present.

The thickness of the alluvial deposits varies but is generally greater in marine than in riverine deposits. Gravel
beds are uncommon in the former, which generally consists of alternating sands and clays. In the case of riverine
deposits in which gravel and boulder beds commonly occur layers of contrasting texture frequently alternate within
a range of as little as 5 feet, while in the marine deposits individual layers may reach a thickness of more than 20
feet.

The heavy mineral associations of parent materials of humus podzols is distinctly different from those found in
material on which iron podzols form. The latter only occur on specific parent materials. Profile 4 (see Diagram 3)
{llustrates that a significant difference is the high concentration of hornblende in the parent material of the iron pod-
zol which presumably forms the source of the iron oxides which following weathering of the hornblende are released.
Tron podzols being of very minor importance in Sarawak are further not considered in this study.

Sedentary parent material

The sandstones are generally coarse to medium-textured and highly quartzitic as is the case with the conglome -
rates. In certain areas the sandstones may have as the only weatherable mineral a moderate content of orthoclase
but since Red-Yellow Podzolic soils and Podzols occur in association on these sandstones and deposits with and
without orthoclase occur likewise, the fact whether the parent materials of the podzols do or do not contain orthoclase
cannot be established.

Heavy mineral associations are very similar to those found in the terrace materials. At low levels it is frequently
very difficult to distinguish between terrace deposits and Tertiary sediments and particularly so when the terrace
morphology has been disturbed by erosion and/or the Tertiary rocks in the area are known to be poorly consolidated.

Alternating beds of sandstone, conglomerates and clay/silt deposits generally appear to be considerably less thick
than those generally found in the terrace materials.

Although, according to Jenny (1941, p.54) 'the exact evaluation of the composition of the parent material involves
considerable speculation and is the source of much uncertainty in the investigation of soll-forming processes', there
can be little doubt that in Sarawak all parent materials of podzols are essentially characterised by a high total quartz
content, very low weatherable mineral content, low to very low sesquioxide content and a very low clay content.

They have further in common that they are either unconsolidated or poorly consolidated sedimentary materials which
show generally strong texture contrasts between the different strata.

(4) Topography

The most outstanding factor in the topography of land on which podzols have formed is that it is always flat or
very gently sloping. Slopes are generally less than 5 degrees, particularly on summit areas of terraces. Invariably
where the slope steepens, as on dissected portions of terrace remnants, different soil types are found. Commonly
the microrelief of the terrain is hummocky showing low undulations where surplus rain water may collect. Podgols
on consolidated sediments are only found on dipslope areas with very gentle slopes. The same low undulations as
found on the terrace sites occur here. The steepest recorded slope for such areas where podzols have formed is

8 degrees.
Fig. 1 shows a cross-section of such a dipslope area.
(5) Drainage

Present drainage is largely controlled by duripans which have formed during the podzolization process and does
not therefore reflect the drainage situation before the podzols formed. It is considered that, initially, most of the
rainwater was able to percolate quickly through the pervious strata it being slowed down only by either a layer of
fine textured material or by groundwater. Run-off was slow because of the flat to almost flat topography, and most
surplus rainwater would ultimately drain off laterally over a subsurface clay layer.

The penetration depth of this water would be dependent on the thickness of the pervious dtrata, or the distance
to a regular or perched groundwater table.
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At present, on the other hand, the penetration depth is largely influenced by the illuvial B horizon. Where a
hardpan occurs the water will not percolate deeper than the pan and {f the slope is sufficient, flows off laterally over
it. Perched watertables form in times of high rainfall on such pans and the soils are saturated up to the surface,
rasultinglnstagmntwmronﬂalnrmmdmhwminthom-dnhundopln;hnd. In the case of soft :
{lluvial horizons the percolation rate um-mmwmmmmum situation is never so
extremely wet as is the case when hardpans exist, The connection between slope, drainage and soll texture is, P
therefore, a.nlmpartuﬁomundwlllbeducnludhbr.

(6) Vegetation

All natural vegetation on podzols is characterised by Lowvland Heath Forest (locally called 'Kerangas') which on
air photographs shows a dense, even to slightly uneven, canopy with generally indistinguishable small crowns.

The number of species in this forest type can be considerable and there is wide local variation, depending much
on drainage., There is, on the other hand, very little variation between the vegetation found on podzols developed
in terrace materials and on those occurring on Tertiary sedimentary rocks. Brunig (1963) referring to a specific
area, which is however, typical for this type of forest, records the following species:~

Qround vegetation

Eugeissonia insignis - on better drained places
Eugeissonia minor - throughout

Pinanga spp. - seattered, locally common
Licuala bidentata - " " 5
Teysmanniana altifrons - on better drained sites.

Common other species are:~ Tristanis spp., Whiteodendron moultonianum, Palaquium spp., Payena ;
Crataxylon glaucum, Melanorrhoea spp., Plolarfum alternifolium, Calophyllum spp,, Xylocarpus bma:fp ' i
Lauraceae, Hopea spp., Parastemon spicata, Xantophyllum spp., Linthocarpus spp., Garcinia spp., Ternstroomia '
spp., Euphorbiaceae, Aetoxylon sympetalum, Kokoona ovato-lanceolate, Pseudosindora lelocarpa.

Other reports also mention: Casuarina sumatrana which like Whiteodendron moultoniann

m, tends to beco
dense when areas within or near its natural range are disturbed, Lowland Heath Forest areas when dl.-:urbodm
through fire or cultivation, frequently develop into open parkland in which Casuarina sumatrana and White odendron

are dominant, the ground cover consisting mainly of sedges, mosses, o
like the 'padang' vegetation described by Hardon (1937). USRI N S Shahide (Wall, p.96) ey

PROFILE CHARACTERISTICS

All podzols under natural vegetation have dark brown thick organic surface horizons, The acid highly lignitie

coarse organic debris decomposes extremely slowl poor &
S SR mely slowly and where drainage conditions prevail thick peaty surface

Tha Al horizon is usually well developed and is of a dark brownish olour total carbon
Themimralpartdthhhori:mh!wnwdmﬂnlyhycmunﬂmm T ong “ e
i very little cohesian with the organic

After clearing and removal of the O horizon by burning the organic matter sdises
rapidly. A very loose, white coloured surface hmlto'alneh.in LT A &t Wi hawioen ]

The eluvial A2 horizon is very well deve
thick as 9 feet. Such horizons are found in marine terraces
A2 horizon is of a medium sand texture and 6 to 18 inches thick More commonly the

Fragipans usually form in the A2 horizon, the
of such pans is usually related to a high conter of which is then
ontent very hard when -
physical weathering of larger quartz ey of quartz silt dry. The occcurrence

the densely packed horizon flows out of the profile face mmw“:.‘;“m to occur and in wet condition



Under natural vegetation this horizon is usually weakly mottied brown due to humus staining of the sand parti-
cles; under sccondary jungle, with a thin O horizon, not much staining is found and the horizon is usually pinkish
white in colour.

The boundary with the underlying illuvial humus horizon is commonly very abrupt but frequently a 1 inch-thick
transitional horizon is present. This presumably indicates the flushing down of humic colloids over an uninterupted
front through the A2 and their subsequent deposition on top of the illuvial humus horizon which is thus growing up-
wards.

The nature of the illuvial humus~-horizon varies considerably and its condition is related to stage in profile deve-
lopment, parent material, topography and drainage. It can be soft to very hard nnd cemented (a duripan). Because
of the extreme hardness of many such pans their thickness cannot be easily assessed, since only with explosives they
can be broken up. The maximum reported depth is 2 feet 6 inches. The horizon is usually more strongly developed
(i.e. is thicker and harder) on flat-lying terrace summits than on sloping land such as found in terrain underlain by
Tertlary consolidated sediments. The highest points of the terraces are usually places where the most strongly ce=-
mented pans form. If layers with a strong texture contrast occur in the profile (or at least where they have been seen
within a depth of 5 feet) the horizon usually forms in a coarse-textured layer overlying a finer-textured layer. In
extreme cases pans form in gravel and boulder beds where they overlie dense clays. In deep homogenous coarse-
textured material, on the other hand, the lower boundary of the horizon frequently coincides with the highest water-
table level or slightly above it. Because of the very low watertable levels in old marine terraces, where such con-
ditions exist, the illuvial humus horizon is in many cases beyond the normal profile depth and a proper study of it
is difficult.

Secondary illuvial humus horizons may form if certain conditions are met. This is illustrated in Figure 2 which
shows a situation in which groundwater rich in humus colloids is apparently flowing off laterally on top of the humus
hardpan, the latter formed on the terrace summit. This water, finding its way through pervious coarse-textured
horizontally bedded strata, brings down humic materials to lower slope areas. In dry periods when these layers
dry out the humic colloids precipitate and coat the soil particles. (a film of humic materials develops around boulders
and gravel), A normal illuvial humus horizon formed by vertical transportation of humus colloids from the surface
horizon and subsequent lodging in the illuvial horizon is found above the secondary one, The horizons are usually
separated by a B2 horizon which is more clayey than either the overlying A2 horizon or the underlying secondary
illuvial horizon.

Horizons below the illuyial humus horizon are difficult to study if hardpans are present and can only be done in
either road cuttings or other excavations, Information on these horizons is therefore mainly available from podzols
with soft illuvial humus horizons. The latter soils are dominantly of a residual nature. The lower part of the B
horizon is usually of a pale yellow colour with a dense network of eracks and old root channels filled with humic
materials which have filtered through from the Bh, Iluvial clay coatings are sometimes present but frequently this
part of the B horizon is formed by sandy clays in which it is difficult to distinguish cutans in the field owing to the
dense packing of the material.

Mottles of iron oxides are, if present at all, weakly expressed because the iron content in the parent materials
is very low, They tend to form in and around old root channels, Because of the near-absence of iron the formation
of an {lluvial Bir horizon under the Bh horizon is not detectable either in the field or in analyses.

The transition from B to C horizon is normally indistinct and usually marked only by a change in colour from pale
yellow to almost white. Inthe residual podzols it is easier to recognise since the original structure of the underlying
sandstone is often well-preserved in the weathered material.

1t is not uncommon to find on flatbedded sandstone podzols in which the rock structure is still preserved in the
illuvial humus horizon.

Detailed descriptions of a podzol with a soft humus pan on terrace material and of a podzol with a medium hard-
pan on Tertiary sediments are found in the appendix. A third profile description is added for comparison, this
being a typical Grey-White Podzolic soils (Soil Survey Staff, Sarawak, 1966) derived from carbonaceous shale. The
parent material of this soil type is as poor in bases, iron and weatherable minerals as the parent materials of the
podzols. The basic difference is texture, the podzolic soil having a much higher clay content than the podzols.

Analytical studies

Detailed analytical investigations were carried out on the three profiles mentioned above.

The following methods were employed:-

C.E.C. - N. Ammonium Acetate pH 7 (Schollenberger and S8imons 1945; Peech, 1945). Leachate from C.E.C.:
Na and K by E.E,L, Flame Photometer, Ca and Mg by E.D.T.A. Exch. Al by method T.L. Yuan (Soil Science 1959

88, p,164), Mechanical analyses by Piper's Pipette method (1950, pp. 59-74), % C Walkley-Black's method (Jackson,
1958, p.219)., Total chemical analysis by fusion with sodium carbonate, using Dobutskaya's method (1962).
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by Mohr and van Baren (1954,
Mineralogical analyses were carried out according to the method described

p.219-220), while the clay mineral analyses were carried out using a Philips 2KW X-ray diffractometer with
CoK radiation. The results of the latter have been expressed as relative amounts using the method described
in the 7th Approximation (U.S. Soil Survey Staff, 1960/67,

Discussion

Sarawak podzols under natural vegetation are morphologically similar to the turfy-strongly podzolic soils in
Russia (Rode, 1962, p.314-334), those with disturbed natural vegetation and partial absence of the Al horizon can
be compared with Rode's podzols. (op cit.) There may be genetic reasons for distinguishing betwoen such solls
in Russia, but the difference in Sarawak is man-mads and can be neglected for classification purposes. They can
also be compared with the 'humus podzols' of central and western Europe (Kublena, 19563) developed on quartz §
sands and have strong similarities with the Humic Podzols of Canada where they would possibly mainly belong to
the hydromorphic type (Damman, 1962), They can further be compared with Australian Podzols and Groundwater
Podzols (Stephens, 1956), 3

According to the U.S. 7th Appraximation to a universal classification systom all Sarawak podgols belong to the
suborder of Aquods (Order Spodosols), these under natural vegetation and poor drainage conditions belong to the
subgroup of Histic Tropaiuods while those under secondary vegetation and weakly developed O horizons are bost
classified under the Typic Tropaquods. Possibly Duraquods ocour as well. The podgols with very thick alble
horizons such as occur in old deep sandy marine deposits cannot be classified as Typlc Tropaquods and must be
classified under the order of Entisols (Soil Group: Quartzipsamments). As these Spodosols and Entisols are
genetically the same, it appears that, from the viewpoint of Sarawak solls, the thickness of the albic horizon Is
over-emphasised in this system.

Common to all the podzols mentioned above, regardless under what othor environmental conditions they have
formed, is the fact that the parent materials are dominantly of a sedimentary nature, are sandy, porous, and
quartzitic and have low contents of bases and total iron.

The chemical analyses (Diagrams 1, 2 and 3) show the extreme poorness of the parent materials in Sarawak,
The relative increase in total 8105 content (Diagram 1, profiles 1 and 2) in the upper horizons is clearly visible
and according to Rode (op cit.) is characteristic for a podzolization process. It is accompaniod by a decrease in
the finer fractions, notably the clay fraction, and an increase of these in the B horizon, Noteworthy is the in-
crease of the silt fraction in the lower horizons of Profile 3 which may indicate that this fraction is also affected
by a 'lessivage' (Duchaufour, 1951) or illimerization process in podzolic soils. (Fridland, 195848),

In the absence of micromorphological studies it cannot be assessed by visual means whether the clay increase
the B horizon is due only to leached clay transported in suspension or whether clay destruction also takes place in

:2 horizon followed by leaching of their components and possibly subsequent new formation of clay in the (lluvial *
orizon.

Some conclusions may, however, be drawn from the analytical data. It is generally accepted olinite is
unleasteuychymlmrdmmmundernpod:dm“mmﬂm.uhh(hmurhon‘h::ll:mn- '
lattice clays difficult to disperse (Graduvov, et al, 1961, p.752). The general relative decrease of this mineral in
the upper horizons may therefore point to break down of this clay mineral particularly since this is accompanied by
a relative increase of clay size quartz in these horizons. This would point to a podzolization process (Fridland,
op cit.). The total absence of montmorillonite vermiculite clays in the upper horizons may be due to their relative

unstable nature under the re weather ocess, and
oo igning ing pr they may have been either decomposed or removed by

lecmtrmbetwaenﬂnpﬁzohmdthnpodmucldlhmmwuﬂm ompos
fraction, (see Table 1). In the former there is a relative decrease dmwhcmﬁ:cumd?:t:em;z
while in the latter the relative amounts of quartz remain virtually constant, The composition of lattice hprrnln-
erals in the latter is, however, varied and shows ¢! mmed

hanges from illite montmorillonite micull
in the top horizons, a much similar change was found in - - oo i o

destruction and removal of kaolinite apparent in this profile, - A R e
is not accompanied by a relative increase in any one clay

The difference in the nature of the clay in the podzols podzolic
the relation between C.E.C., % C and clay content, e

fraction, the exchange complex is mainly a functi
related to clay content. ® function of the organic compounds while in the podzalic soils it is d
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Diagrom 2
NATURE OF EXCHANGE COMPLEX IN SARAWAK PODSOLS AND GREY-WMITE PODSOLIC SOIL
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Diagram 3

HEAVY MINERAL ASSOCIATIONS OF THE FINE SAND FRACTION 250-50s IN SARAWAK PODSOLS

SUMMATION DIAGRAMS OF NON-OPAGUE MINERALS OPAQUE — NON-OPAQUE RATIOS
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A study of the heavy mineral association (Diagram 3) underlines the possibility that quite a number of podzols
have developed in bisequent parent materials. In Profile 2 no field evidence indicated that within the profile the
soil material was heterogenous, the textural contrast between A2 and B being in any case typical for podzols. Min-
eralogical analyses suggest, however, that the textural B may in fact be partly caused by weathering of shale mat-
erial found in this horizon. On the other hand, shaly material may have been initially present throughout the profile
but has been totally weathered in the upper horizons and no bisequence may be implied.

Profile 4 has been added to show the impact of a podzolic weathering process on weatherable minerals. The
breakdown of hornblende in the upper horizons is clearly indicated. The slight increase in the O horizon is probably
due to addition of wind blown sand from fresh deposits. Cady (1960) reports an almost identical breakdown of horn-
blende in podzols developed over glacial deposits in the northwest of the United States.

The question of whether bases and sesquioxides are moving down as humate colloids or as soluble metal-organic
complexes (chelates) does not arise because of the poorness of the parent materials in base and sesquioxides. The
humus is undoubtedly transported as almost pure humus colloids during periods of high rainfall when the organic
topsoils are extremely wet.

The organic compounds flush through the porous A2 horizon possibly in intermittent stages as indicated by the
wavy bands in the lower A2 horizon. A very similar process is involved in the formation of Canadian podzols
(Stobbe and Wright, 1959).

The reason or reasons for the precipitation of the humus colloids in the Humus B horizon has been the subject
of much speculation (Stobbe and Wright, 1969). The present study may clarify at least some points. In Sarawak
there are no significant variations in chemical characteristics within the profile depth which could influence preci-
pitation of the humus colloids, but there are some outstanding physical variations which either singularly or in
combination give rise to the formation of illuvial humus horizons.

In locations where a strong texture contrast exists the humus B horizon forms on top of the layer with the higher
clay content. Frequently this is a sandy clay deposit overlain by sand. Ina number of localities the sand and sandy
clay deposits are separated by a gravel and boulder layer in which invariably a humus hardpan has formed.

In areas where the upper sand deposit is very deep as is the case in many old marine terraces the humus B
horizon is found at great depths (sometimes more than 6 feet) and is then always situated just above the part of
the profile which during the wettest part of the year is saturated.

It is suggested that initially the percolation rate of the water rich in humus colloids is slowed down owing to the
textural change. Due to the almost flat terrain lateral movement of this water is very slow and a perched watertable
forms on top of the more or less impermeable substrata. The surface layers are able to dry out intensively during
the dry spells in the less wet season and the humus colloids precipitate and coat the sand particles. The drying out
process is essentially one of evaporation and not lateral drainage. This may be the reason why on slopes of more
than 8 degrees (and in the case of very coarse material much less) illuvial B horizons do not form. Lateral drain-
age is sufficiently fast that humus colloids are carried away by the groundwater and not deposited following evapora-
tion.

This coating process is necessarily one of long duration but once the pores of the underlying material have been
sealed and conditions for a perched watertable formed the process may accelerate. The humus B horizon then grows
upward. Systems of classification in which the thickness of the A2 horizon is taken as an indication to the intensity
of the podzolization process (Rode, op cit.) are under such conditions without any meaning since the thickness of
the A2 horizon is merely reciprocal to the thickness of the Bh horizon, and it is the latter which should be emphasised.
This may be the reason why the thickest and hardest hardpans are found on the summits of terraces where the most
dry conditions prevail during the least wet season. This possibly indicates that it is the intensity of the drying out
process which controls the formation of hardpans.

In conditions where contrasting textures do not control and check the percolation of groundwater the base of the
humus B horizon s found at the depth to which the drying-out process extends which depends again on the texture and
the depth of the groundwater. Capillary movement may be expected in material containing some clay, in the case of
the pure sand this is almost nil and the humus B is formed almost directly above the ground watertable.

In otherwise uniform environmental conditions Podzols do not form in materials which have a texture heavier than
sandy loam, and this fact deserves some attention. Two explanations are suggested. Firstly, it is possible that thro-
ugh capillary action in a material heavier than sandy loam most water is evaporated at the surface and that any humus
colloids it contains are again added to the surface horizon. Secondly, it has been noticed that although the soil parent
materials are chemically as poor as those on which podzols form, the forest is always of a better quality. These soils
have a higher clay content and therefore higher exchange capacity. It is therefore also possible that most plant nutrients
remain in the soil-vegetation-litter-soil cycle, and little is lost through leaching, while in a pure sand any nutrients
not immediately taken up by the plant roots after decomposition of the plant litter are lost and carried away by the
groundwater. While both light and heavy textural soils are poor therefore there is no tendency in the latter for nutri-
erits to be depleted even further to the point where changes occur in the vegetation and character of the litter which
might induce a podzol process.



Figure 1 illustrates the occurrence of texture contrasts in the profiles formed on Tertiary sediments, The
absence of podzols on materials with textures heavier than sandy loam in the surface horizons s worth noting,

Conelusions

mmmmmuhwﬁmum-nummwumh:wmt humus podzols found
In regions with a temperate climate. The cause for their development is, however, not necessarily identical,

It appears that environmental conditions must be specific. The nature of the parent material is regardod as of
overall importance, BmthmmwmhmmhmMMthm-pwm which produce
litter with a very low base and an extremely high C/N quotient. The parent matorials are in this playing an oquivalent
role of that of climate in temperate region podzols. Impoverishment of soll material doos not initiate the procoss of
podzolization in Sarawak, or only in the very carly stages and then it is of short duration, Tho chemical procosses

dedmnmmkmwemdnoudgvolmucmmw&donnmdbum compounds and
m%l

One could regard the whole profile depth as being initially a deep A2 horizon over which, through physical processes
humus colloids are distributed and deposited giving as the end result a podzol morphology, Apart from boing chomi=
cally almost fnert the parent materials must also be highly porcus, at loast in the top layers, to allow the flushing
through of water rich in humus colloids. These are deposited through a drying out process essontially involving eva=
poration of the groundwater to a certain depth in the profile where the humus colloids precipitate. The topography
must be near flat to prevent quick lateral drainage through which the humus colloids might be oarried away before

they can be deposited. Textures buvhrthnnnndylmmhthhhﬁmmnnhhhwmupw- wator
wolumrymucnmdthehum cmmd.mmuhom.

mmlonotsuﬂaceumrwhichucordlutom the ot et
mm-musmummymwb,u”m'mrmcnwn‘: ories would prevent podzol i zation

Periodicdryinzommhemtmhm
ﬁmhhmwiﬂ:theldaudhwmqurgugl p.’;owa). nhhlﬁnwﬂ-hmcdhu-tomw. This is

as being a typical example of zonality in soils has N:v“;dnhubon::mmwml uun g Ndl:::(m originally taken
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Remark:

Bl

0 - 7 inches

18 - 24 "

80 - 108 "

Profile 2 - Humus pod

0 - 2 inches

13 - 18 "

Profile 1 - old terrace deposits - - 1 (lluvial

Profile descriptions
Humus horizon.

5YR 8/1, very dark grey, loamy medium to fine sand (finer fraction is malnly
organic), crumbly, friable to smeary, moist, Porous. Many roots - approxi-
mately 50% of bulk material, clear regular boundary to

5YR 4/1, dark grey, loamy modium sand with inclusions of pinkish grey,
Structureless, porous, wet. Few small roots, cloar regular boundary to

10YR 7/2, pinkish grey, loamy medium to fine sand with dark grey medium 5
sand washed in from above in old root channels (many lateral), Very moist,
very few living roots, Structureless. Porous. Weak staining (10YR 6/2) s
pale brownish grey. Clear, regular boundary to ;

7.5YR 5/2, dark brown, loamy fine to medium sand with 10YR 6/2, (light
brownish grey) - 50/60%. Dark colour is confined to filled in old root channols,
Structureless, porous, soft, moist, Some large cracks show a film of humic
material of smeary consistency. Clear, regular boundary to

7.6YR 3/2, dark brown, and 7.5YR 8/2, pinkish white loamy {ine sand - 50/50%,
dark material confined to filled in old root channels, structureloss, fow living
roots, Slightly moist. Clear, wavy boundary to

Weakly indurated humus pan. Maximam accumulation of humic matorial, 5YR 3/3
and 3/2, dark reddish brown silty to fine sandy loam, Darker coloured matorial

in old root channels, structureless, weakly cemented, Slightly moist. Clear,
wavy boundary to

10YR 7/3, very pale brown, medium to fine sandy loam, compact, &rnu‘turﬂhu--
Dark humic material has leached down through old large roct channels, this e

material is wet and smeary. Few living roots. Few faint mottles (10YR 7/5).
Gradual boundary to

10YR 8/2, white, medium to {ine sandy loam, structureless. If dried out (in
exposed places) this horizon displays strong columnar structure. Many vortical
old root channels filled in with clayey material of dark brown colour, Many small © 3

rootlets, Moist. Gradual change to 4
10YR 8/1, white, sandy clay loam, plastic, compact, moist, Gradual change to 3 -

10YR 8
_— 7’/’1&: white, lnﬂyolq. very compact, plastic, non-sticky, Few distinct -*._

mummmm_

Partly decomposed, 5YR 2/2, dark reddish
grains, mhadvlthhmrmdﬁu

brown, organic matter with few sand
moist. Clear over

roots mainly, some large roots, slightly

5YR 3/2, Mmm sand ..

) mm g

oist. Individual organic matter, friable, 3

» sand grains are white in colour and clear, Ahrurpt, ,.m; 11-:1.

5YR 5/2, reddish sdiam
grain, mﬂﬂhﬂﬁ?‘."rm‘.:m stained), with few roots, moist, 8

10YR 7/1, light grey, medium sand with

mr-ﬂlim . Singl mmmmm, (75% light "
through this mm’) grain, firm, Some veins of humic material run

'Mwmm.. No roots, abrupt over




Bl1.2 18 - 22 inches 10YR 6/4, light yellowish brown, fine sandy loam, slightly wet. Many old
decomposed roots. Small pockets of 5YR 2/2 colour where material is cemented.
Platy structure with humus accumulation between structure elements; distinct
change to

B2 22 - 33 " 10YR 7/3, very pale brown, loamy sand - sandy loam, compact, structureless,
slightly wet. Many old root channels with vrganic material which also accumulates
along fracture planes. Clear change to

B3 33 -.44 2.5Y 8/4, pale yellow sandy clay with 10YR 6/6, brownish yellow mottling, in
some places as lateral bands in others along old root channels. Sticky and plastic.
Some quartz pebbles (rounded), at 44 inches becoming more sandy and resembling
sandstone.

(o} 4 - 68 " White medium sandstone. (Deep augering confirms occurrence of white clay bed
at 68 - 76 inches). Perched watertable at 48 inches.

Profile 3 - Grey-White Podzolic Soil Derived from carbonaceous shales.

Al 0 - 3 inches 2.5Y 7/2, light grey, sandy clay loam. Weak humus staining from 2 - 3 inches,
surface gleying also present. Weak platy structure, densely rooted, moist.
Clear regular boundary to

A2 3 -18 " 2.5Y 7/2, light grey, sandy clay loam with faint few light grey (10YR 7/1) and
yellow (LOYR 7/8) mottles. Massive, compact. Large cracks give rise to forma-
tion of large prisms when soil dries out. In the cracks dense root systems,
remainder of soil sparsely rooted. Clayskins along cracks. Gradual increase in
occurrence of yellow small mottles, moist. Gradual change to

B1 56 - 30 " 2.5Y 8/0, white clay, maximum concentration of 10YR 7/8, yellow mottles,
particularly where quartz grit is present., Quartz grit occurs in pockets and as
disturbed thin stonelines (possibly from quartz strings in parent material).
Roots only present in extending cracks from surface horizons, massive, com-
pact, moist.

B1.2 30 - 60 " 2.5Y 8/0, white clay, with pockets of quartz-grit, weakly mottled yellow. Light
grey colour of A horizon persists along cracks (possibly clay illuviation). Roots
mainly confined to cracks. Massive, compact, moist. Gradual change to

B2 60 - 100 " 10YR 7/1, light grey clay, massive and compact with small common strong brown
7.5YR 5/8 mottles, Nluvial clay noticeable in large cracks. No roots. Pockets
of quartz-grit. Moist. Abrupt but irregular boundary to

B/C 100 - 172 " 10YR 7/1, light grey, silty clay, massive and very compact. No cracks or roots,
slightly moist, abrupt irregular boundary to

D 173 =2 " Soft, easily cut black shale with quartz-strings. Inclusions of fossil roots and
olive yellow coloured pyritic material particularly along fracture planes.

Remark: B2 subsampled: 62 - 69 inches as B2,1
90 - 98 inches as B2,2

124 -~ 138 inches as B3
160 - 172 inches as C.




Joseph:

Joseph:

Watson:

Have you any analytical data to support your assertion that the humus removed from the
surface horizon of your podsols is in the form of true humus colloids ? If not, then your
assertion s too categorical.

There is no analytical data available to prove this. An analogy was made with podsols showing
an identical morphology and having similar environmental conditions as describod for Canada
by some Canadian research workers who made this cbservation. I agree that it would be more
appropriate to stress the analogy rather than the actual process since the former is made by
me while the latter is an cbservation made in Canada which not necessarily needs to colne ide
with the more obvious similarity in field charascteristios .

T would like to refer to your statement that humus colloids are distributed and deopos fted through
purely physical processes. Are you implying that the humus doos not break down at all? Our
analyses of the Al and B1 horizons of the Dungun profile show vory clear differences.

When mentioning humus colloids | do not spocify whether they are fulvic or humic acids. This
is not of importance in this context, What 1 wanted to imply (s that they are pure and not in the
form of alluminium or humus iron compounds (possibly chelates) which may break down af &
oertain depth in the profile owing to a change in the chemical environment such as a difference
in pH, 1 wanted to emphasize that not through such chemioal means the humus is procipitated
but mainly through a difference hmmwns-mmumwmh which |
consider to be a physical factor,

Don't you think that some sofl organic matter fractionation oarried out on the Al and B2 horizons
might prove or disapprove your beliefs ?

lh.lllnmumhwrkudmmmnwuﬂlhﬁnmm«ommhmhum
compounds get arrested in the Bh. It may be of value to find out whethor the humus compounds
hmwmhbhummddhmmnnwhhh-bunlu is, as far as the problem
dthdlnlopmontudpmmwdthmllcm. immaterial,

Are the Lowland Heath Forest Asscolations occurring on old alluvial or colluvial matorials
ﬁnnmu&mmourrmlu“m material such as sandstonos ?

Are the forest associations occurr

different from those found on say ing on podsols developed in Sedentary materials distinctly

Red-Yellow Podsolics on shale 7
The sequence is as follows:
Dipterocarp forest on Red-Yellow Podsolics,

Yes, and very much so,

marked ol, yours describe a 'change' of
influence dc'ﬁmmhhnlopm of podsols?
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Andriesse:

Andriesse:

Moormann:

Thomas:

Andriesse:

Joseph:

Andriesse:

The podsols concerned are of the same nature. There is not a thing like a true podsol and a
podsol developed because of the influence of environment. In fact any soil is the result of the
influence of environmental factors. The only example I would like to call a modified podsol

is in the case where primary jungle on a podsol is removed. We than see that the Ao disappears
through mineralization and oxidation of the organic matter. The A2 will become more pronounced
because there is little humus moving down through it and humus staining is less. This, T would
like to call a 'modified’ podsol because of influence of man, but it is still a podsol, only the
development has been halted through interference in the normal natural environment.

In the circumstances explained by you, do you consider a need to change the old definitions of
poedsols and introduce new definitions or would you agree to a certain extent that the old
definitions of podsols are still adequate in describing our present-day podsols?

I would prefer to use at this stage, the term Spodosols rather than podsols since the latter have
many definitions not covering the same meaning in all cases.

The present definition of Spodosols is based on the Bh, formed by the podsolization process of
humus colloids leaching down. Furthermore, the movement of ill-defined alluminium silicates
(allophane) seems to be diagnostic of the group. The presence of a bleached A2 (albic horizon)
is not diagnostic for the group, since such an A2 may or may not be present in Spodosols. Also,
the movement and eventual concentration of Fe is not diagnostic of the group; Fe leaches and
accumulates in other groups as well e.g. Alfisols, Ultisols.

One of the characteristics of some podsols is the illuviation of amorphous clays such as allophane
forming a B3, It has been stated (Andriesse) that where a coarse textured A2-A3 overlies a

heavy B3/C the textural junction reflects the contact zone of the members of the bisequum. Could
this not reflect normal eluviation and illuviation in a sequum ?

The change is usually too abrupt to account for a normal textural B, also the increase in clay is
frequently of such a magnitude that it is difficult to believe that just illuviation of clay is respon-
sible. In fact both can happen and I think do happen. A slight difference in clay content between
layers in a sediment induces changes in the moisture regime and if a podsol process is involved
leached alluminium and 8§02 may form new clay minerals in the horizon where stagnation of
groundwater does occur. Also, eluviated clay may be arrested in such layers (lessivage).

But one must not forget that the original difference in t xture has set the stage for the develop-
ment of what is now a well developed textural B.

If you think that an Ae horizon is unimportant in the podsol process, then how do you account
for the iron in the Bl - where does it come from?

The Ae horizon may be important in the process but since the characteristics of this horizon
vary so much, depending on other environmental conditions, the detailed characteristics can-
not be used for classifying podsols. As for iron, is it necessary for iron to be there in a
podsol? 1 do find very little iron in Sarawak podsols and its existence is immaterial. What
counts is the relationship between the main elements in the podsols mainly, alluminium,
quartz and humus.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF SOME SOILS DERIVED FROM IGNEOUS ROCKS OF WEST MALAYSIA

by

S. Paramananthan
Department of Agriculture, West Malaysia.

INTRODUCTION

A wide range of soils derived from igneous rocks has been mapped in West Malaysia during the Schematic Recon-
naissance Soil Survey. As this survey is now completed, this is an opportune time to take stock of the various soils
mapped and correlate field observations with laboratory data. This paper attempts to compare some field properties
like colour, degree of horizonation and texture with analytical data. Tt also examines the role of the parent material
in influencing the chemical characteristics of the soil developed on it.

The igneous rocks mapped in West Malaysia comprise of extrusive and intrusive rocks. Both these suites of rocks
can further be sub-divided into acid, intermediate and basic rocks.

A. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Soils Derived From Extrusive Igneous Rocks

A number of extrusive igneous rocks have been mapped in West Malaysia - they include basalts, andesites, tuffs,
dacites and rhyollites. Six different soils have been mapped on these various rocks.

Kuantan Series

This soil, developed on basaltic parent materials occurs on rolling to hilly terrain and is characterized by indistinct
horizonation. The soil has uniform reddish brown colours and clayey textures. This deep soil exhibits strong fine crumb
structure and friable consistence. The occurrence of massive or closely packed lateritic nodules at depths of five feet
or more is not uncommon.,

Segamat Series

Derived from andesitic parent materials, the Segamat Series has been mapped on rolling to hilly terrain. This
soll also shows indistinct horizonation and clayey textures but has yellowish red colours. It exhibits a strong medium
subangular blocky structure and friable consistenee which may become firm at depth. Laterite when present occurs as
a narrow band of nodules at depths greater than four feet.

Katong Series

Soils of the Katong Series are developed over quartz andesites on rolling and hilly terrain. They have a fairly dis-
tinct Ae/Bt horizonation. The colours are yellower - yellowish brown to strong bhrown and textures more silty than
those of the Segamat Series. Structures are moderate medium subangular blocky and consistence friable.

Jempol Series

This soil, developed from agglomerates, andesitic tuffs and tuffaceous shales, has a fairly distinct Ae/Bt horizona-
tion. The textures are variable though silty clay loams are common and the colours reddish brown to yellowish red.
Consistence becomes firm with depth and the structures are weakly developed. Lateritic nodules are common as a
narrow band at depths of three feet.

¥ Peng Series

The Yong Peng Series, mapped on undulating and steep terrain is derived from dacitic parent material, It is charac-
terized by fairly distinct horizonation, reddish to yellowish red colours and clay loam textures. The structures are
moderately developed subangular blocky and consistence friable to firm. A narrow band of lateritic nodules is not un-
common at depths of three feet.

Kulai Series

This soil, developed from a mixture of rhyollitic and volcanic tuffs, is found on hilly terrain. The Kulai Series has
fairly distinct horizonation and clayey textures. The colours are yellowish brown to yellow and structures moderately
developed and consistence firm. The occurrence of lateritic nodules or laterised parent material is not uncommon in
this soil.

Soils Derived From Intrusive Igneous Rocks

Intrusive igneous rocks are more widespread than extrusive rocks in West Malaysia. These include gabbros, norites,
diorites, granodiorites and granites. Of the many soils derived from these rocks only two soils are widespread - the
Rengam and Jerangau Series.



Senai Series
Soils of the Senal Series, developed on rocks of gabbroic or noritic composition, occur on rolling to hilly terrain,
They are rather shallow, lateritic soils - the shallowness of which is often emphasised by erosion. These wolls are :
characterized by indistinct horizonation, uniform silty clay to clay textures and yellowish red colours. The structures
are strong fine crumbs and consistence friable. The lateritic nodules oceur st dopths of two oot though docper phases
of this soil without any lateritic to depths of four foet have also been encountered,

Kampong Kolam Series
Developed from quartz diorites, solls of the Kampong Kolam Beries ocour on rolling to hilly terrain, It is e
associated with solls of the Jerangau and Rengam Series, Horizonation is weakly distinot and subsoll colours yellowish

red to reddish brown. Textures are clay loams though occassionally quarts grits may also be prosent, Structures are
strong medium subangular blocky and consistence, which is friable, becomes firmer with depth, f

%

Mapped on undulating to hilly terrain, the Jerangau Series is developod on granodioritic parent mu torials. They
resemble soils of the Rengam Serles but have finer textures and stronger colours, Horlzonation is o fairly distinct

Ae/Bt. The textures are fine sandy clay loams with strong brown colours. Structures are less woll developed and
the friable consistence becomes firmer with depth.

Rengam Series

The Rengam Series is the most widespread sofl mapped on ignoous rooks and is developed on granitic parent mate
erial on undulating terrain. This soil is characterized by a fairly pronounced Ae/Bt horizonation, sands clay loam or
coarse sandy clay loam textures and brownish yellow colours. The colours become stronger with depth. Those doep
soils have weakly developed structures n.ndmahhmuhmhdhummnwhhuh.

Kala Series

On hilly and steep terrain were porphyritic granites occur the Kala Series has boen located, This (s 4 « omparatively 4
shallow soil but deeper phases often transitional to the Rengam Series occur on gentlor slopes. The peculiar feature of
this soil is the occurrence of resistant phenocrysts of microcline and orthoclase feldspars in the parent matorial.

wamumlwdunm:ndndmmbmmh . "
i P i, strong brown and textures coarse sandy clay loams

Tampin Series

Soils of the Tampin Series, developed on very acid granites have been '-
mapped In association with the Rengam Series
Wﬁirﬁﬁw;ﬂn but :::- to accupy the lower slope position to the Rengam Sories. It has o fairly dis=
zonat sandy textures, Colours range from pale brown to olive yellow, consistence becomes
firm with depth and structures are weak, 3




Table 1

Physical Characteristics of Soils Derived from Igneous Rocks

Development
Rock Soil Series Colour Texture Consistence of Clayskin Horizonation
Structure
Basic Kuantan Reddish c mir strong weak indistinct
Brown
Senai Yellowish sic mfr strong weak indistinct
' Red
Interme~- | Segamat Yellowish ¢ mir strong- weak indistinct
diate Red moderate
Katong Yellowish sic mfr moderate moderate | fairly distinct
Brown - Ae/Bt
strong brown
Jempol Reddish sicl mfr weak moderate | fairly distinct
brown - Ae /Bt
yellowish red
Kg. Kolam Yellowish red el mir strong moderate | weakly distinct
- reddish
brown
Acid Yong Peng Red - strong el mfr-mfi moderate moderate | fairly distinct
brown Ae/Bt
Jerangau Strong brown fscl mfr-mfi moderately moderate | fairly distinct
weak Ae/Bt
Kulai Yellowish ¢ mfi moderate moderate | fairly distinct
brown - Ae/Bt
yellow
Rengam Yellowish cscl-scl mfr-mfi weak moderate | fairly distinct
brown Ae/Bt
Kala Brownish cscl mfi weak moderate | weakly distinct
yellow -
strong brown
Tampin Pale brown - sc mfr-mfi weak moderate | fairly distinct
olive yellow Ae/Bt

B. LABORATORY DATA

In West Malaysia, where the climate is relatively uniform and the weathering intense, the parent material has been
found to play a dominant role in profile development although chemically the intense weathering has narrowed differences
amongst them, According to Ng (1966) five criteria are most useful in differentiating Malayan soils viz.,

(i) Clay Content in relation to movement
(i)  TIron - 6N HCl Extractable

(iif) Nutrients - 6N HCl Extractable

(iv) Cation Exchange Capacity

(v) Clay Mineralogy.

(i) Clay Content

Texture is an important criterion used by soil surveyors to determine the degree of horizon development in a profile.
At the higher levels of classification the presence or absence of a diagnostic horizon in a soil determines the Great Soil
Group into which it is placed, Field assessment of texture must be supported by laboratory determinations. The move-
ment of clay down a profile and subsequent deposition causes the development of a textural B horizon. The clay content
of the common soils derived from igneous rocks is shown on Fig. 1.
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FIG:I CLAY PROFILES OF SOILS DERIVED FROM IGNEOUS ROCKS
(Modified from S. K Ng 1966)
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These graphs show that soils derived from basic and intermediate rocks (e.g. Kuantan, Segam=t, Senai) have high
clay contents, while soils derived from acid rocks have lower clay contents. Comparing two soils derived from chemi-
cally equivalent rocks e.g. Kuantan-Senai; Kampong Kolam-Segamat; it can be seen that the soils derived from the
finer grained extrusive rocks have higher clay contents than those derived from the coarse grained igneous rocks.

The degree of horizon development is poor in soils derived from basic igneous rocks (e.g. Kuantan, Senai), while in
soils derived from acid igneous rocks (e.g. Rengam, Tampin, Kulai), there is a significant increase in the clay content
in the subsoils. Whether this increase indicates the development of a textural B horizon cannot be confirmed by these
graphs unless sampling is done to much greater depths. However the increase in clay supports field observations. The
soils developed from intermediate rocks form an intergrade between the two. (e.g. Segamat - insignificant increase
Kg. Kolam - significant increase).

(ii) Iron - 6N HCl Extractable

Colour which is often a striking feature in the field plays an important role in any field classification of the soils.
The colour is usually related to the iron content - and its mode of occurrence. The quantity and movement of iron will
again be of great importance in supporting any scheme of classification.

The iron was estimated by extraction with 6N HC1 after ignition. The amount of free iron axide would have been a
better estimate but since this was not done the 6N HCI extractable was used. Fig. 2 shows the 6N HCl Extractable Iron
content of the major soils derived from igneous rocks. As expected the soils derived from basic rocks have much hi-
gher iron contents and the value decreases with an increase in the acidity of the rocks. The Kampong Kolam Series
does not fall into this regular pattern. However it must be pointed out that, thoujsh this soil generally has 4-T% Fezu r
in the subsoil, one or two profiles have figures in the region of 15-20. Thus it seems possible that in this soil the
iron may be in a different form or in a form which is not totally extracted by 6N HCl. The increase in iron content in
the subsoils of soils derived from acid igneous rocks further supports the development of B horizon in these soils as
compared to soils derived from basic rocks. The relationship between colour and iron content is also well emphasised
by these graphs - Kuantan - Reddish brown (26%) Jerangau - Strong brown (9%) Tampin - Pale Brown (1%).

(iii) Nutrients - 6N HCl Extractable

These are extracted in the same manner as for iron and the results for Ca, Mg and K are given in Fig. 3 while
Fig. 4 gives the amounts of these elements present in igneous rocks. In the case of igneous rocks the Ca and Mg con-
tents increase from the acid to basic rocks as the amount of ferromagnesian minerals increases with basicity of the
rocks. The K content on the other hand increases from basic tc acid rocks. The Ca and Mg contents of the soils how-
ever, do not show such a similar trend - indicating that the high temperature and rainfall conditions in West Malaysia
have produced strongly leaching effects. The Jempol Series, which is derived from mixed parent materials on the other
hand, shows high Mg content probably due to the shale. The K contents of soils suggest a fair trend of increase from
basic to acid rock derived soils. Thus it can be seen by comparing Fig. 3 and 4 that the parent materials are secondary
to climate in determining the nutrient contents of the soils which are derived from it.

(iv) Cation Exchange Capacity

Fig. 5 gives the CEC values for the common soils derived from igneous rocks. These figures do not give very good
differentiating criteria but soils derived from basic rocks tend to have slightly higher CEC values than those derived
from acid rocks.

(v) Clay Mineralogy

Very little data is available on the clay mineral content of Malayan soils but as one would expect kaolin is the
dominant mineral in the clay fraction. Table 2 shows the clay mineral content of some of these soils. From these semi-
quantitative values it can be seen that kaolin is the dominant clay mineral. The Kulai Series is the only soil with any
significant amount of mica. The dominance of kaolin clearly suggests that these soils are all highly weathered and no
longer reflect ‘heir original rock type.

Table 2

X-ray Analysis of Clay Fractions of Some soils derived from ous Rocks
(Unpublished results of analysis carried out by Rothamstead Expt. Station,
U.K. for Department of Agricultwe, West Malaysia).

Rock Soil Series Kaolin Mica Vermiculite/Montmorillonite | Mixed Layer Micas | Vermiculite
Basic Kuantan dominant - - - -
Intermediate | Segamat dominant - little - =
Kpg. Kolam | dominant little little little -
Acid Jerangau dominant - little - -
Rengam dominant - little - -
Kulai dominant much some some -
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FIG.3 TOTAL NUTRIENT CONTENTS IN SUBSOILS
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FIG:4 MEAN ELEMENT CONTENTS OF SOME IGNEOQUS ROCKS
(Based on Alexander et. al. 1964 )
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FIG:5 CATION EXCHANGE CAPACITY OF SUBSOILS
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DISCUSSION

The soils derived from igneous rocks vary prominantly in some profile features viz. colour, texture, structure
and consistence. However it is clear from the above that the soils derived from igneous rocks are differentiated only
by a few chemical criteria. Important are clay and iron contents. These two factors correspond in most cases
very well with field observations and thus are good criteria for classification.

The results suggest that the scheme of classification proposed by Leamy (1966) need re-examination in respect of
some soil familles. The Kampong Kolam and Jempol Families which include the Kampong Kolam, Jerangau, Jempol
and Katong Series have been classified as axisols. The clay and fron content figures for these soils show a fairly good
development of a B horizon and thus they seem to be closer to the ultisols than the axisols. Probably they form an
intergrade between these two Great Soil Groups,

The 6N HCI Extractable Iron is a useful indicator for inherent Fe content of soils derived from rocks rich in iron
but has limitations in confirming iron movement in profiles of soils derived from very acid granites of low iron content.
Thus the Tampin Series which shows a good development of a B horizon with clay figures does not show this with the
iron figures.

In conclusion it can be said that the soils derived from igneous rocks vary fairly widely in profile characteristics ;
and some of these differences are corroborated by a few laboratory criteria. There 18 a need, however, to develop
better correlation between field observations and laboratory analysis but present techniques appear adequate on a
broad basis,

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The writer wishes to record his sincere appreciation to the soll correlator, Enche Law Wel Min for his valuable
advice and comments. The writer is also indebted to Enche Yap Keng Kong, Laboratory Assistant, for carrying out
the chemical analyses especially the 6N HCl Extracts. -

REFERENCES

Alexander, J.B., Harral, G.M., and Flinter, B.H, 1964: Chemical Analysis of Malayan Rocks, Commercial Ores,
Alluvial Mineral Concentrates. Professional Paper E-64 1-C Min, of Lands and Mines.

Leamy, M,L,, 1966: Proposals for a Technical Classification of Malayan Soils. Malayan Soil Survey Report No.3/1

Leamy, M.L, and Panton, W.P., 1966: Soil Survey Manual for Malayan Conditions, Div, of Agric., Bulletin No.119
Min. of Agric. & Coopts.

Ng Siew Kee, 1965: The Potassium Status of Some Malayan Soils M.A.J,, 45, 2.

1966: Laboratory Data and Classification of Malayan Soils. Unpublished Proceedings of the Second
Malaysian Soils Conference, Kuala Lumpur.

Discussion

Moormann: You say that solls on acid rocks tend to be deeper than those derived from basic rocks. You must
be careful with such a statement and w:ll have to qualify this. When comparing soils developed on
acid igneous rocks (e.g. granite) with those on basic rocks (e.g. basalt) it is very generally true
that the Regolith (A+B+C) on acid rocks is deeper but it is certainly no rule that the Solum (A+B) is
thicker. Very often the solum is thicker on basic igneoud rocks, especially on basalt.

Thomas: You mention that because your normal maximum sampling depth was 48 inches, you had, in spite of '

a general increase in clay down the profile difficulty in determining whether a textural B horizon
occurs. Do you think therefore that a decrease in clay at depth is necessary to designate this
horizon?

Paramananthan: Mlemtheunmhtimmedthummmtwasoodmdem“ldlmndo
not agree with that and find an increase only sufficient.

Andriesse: mm-mmmtmmmammmudm»mnotm&mdm

::I:punbloaouslnhnnk. Is this an age factor or do you think leaching may be stronger in
awak ?

Paramananthan: Possibly your rainfall is higher,

Law: Considering the landscape in Sarawak, this seems generally much older than the landscape in
rmmmnrymmmmm«ummmm '
slightly dissected. This may indicate that your soils are older and hence more leached. Our Ma-
lnuﬂnu-mmmuuyrmhﬂn-mlwmhuymmmmhmﬁldh.




Shao:

Joseph:

Law:

Paramananthan:

Referring to your figure 3, it is expected that Mg content for Kuantan soil should be higher. But
on the contrary the Mg contents for Kuantan, Segamat, Katong and Kulai are more or less similar.
The explanation given by you, that this could be due to leaching, is a very doubtful one. Your plot
for K does very nicely show up the trend of increasing K from Kuantan to Kulai. If leaching was
the reason for low values of Mg in your Kuantan and Segamat soils, I would expect K to be more
easily leached than Mg. I consider that your 6N HCI extraction method may extract all your K

but, however, fails to do so as far as Mg is concerned.

The Kuantan series is derived from basalt and is a very senile profile. This may explain why all
the figures are much lower than those for the Segamat series (on andesite but younger).

In your figure 4 you quoted Alexander's method. What extraction method did they use?
1 do not know.

They are normal geological analyses in terms of oxides of all elements analysed by the fusion
method.

You have shown an interesting association of Tampin series with the Rengam series, the former
occupying lower slope areas. Would you care to explain this?

Analyses of rocks indicate that the Tampin series is on very acid granites, very pale coloured,
rich in feldspars and poor in Fe/Mg minerals.

It does seem strange that the Tampin series always occurs on the lower slopes though.

Acid granites are always found to be intruded towards the end of geological activity, with mountains
being of normal granites and the acid members forming the foot hills.

Your paper shows there is no difference between the Mg content of Rengam and Kuantan series.
Has this difference been found in a number of soils or is it based on analyses of one sample ?
To my knowledge Mg content of Kuantan is much higher than that for Rengam.

The analytical figures concern the mean over 5 samples.
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TERRACE AND ALLUVIAL SOILS IN WEST MALAYSIA
by

B. Gopinathan
Department of Agriculture, West Malaysia.

Introduction

Terraces occur adjacent to the coastal plains both in the East and West Coasts of West Malaysia. They also
occur inland, flanking active flood plains of large rivers. At least three main terrace levels have been recognised.
The high level terrace occurs at or about the 250 foot contour level with leached red yellow soils; the intermediate
terrace is between the 50' and 150" contours with grey yvellow soils; and the low level terrace occurs up to the 50°
contour with grey clayey soils. These grade on to the coastal plains with elayey alluvials on the west coast and
sandy beach ridges on the east coast. The soils developed on these terraces differ in the degree of development of
the genetic horizons, morphological and chemical features.

Topography and Distribution

Terraces in different parts of West Malaysia and the soils developed on it are shown diagramatically in Fig. 1.

The terrain of the high level terrace, Ty, is dissected by streams and rivers with broad valley floors. The
topography is undulating to rolling with rounded hills of concordant heights. In the Sungei Klau valley, in Pahang,
the high level terrace is at a height of about 300' above sea level. It's topography, however, is flat to gently un-
dulating. The high level terrace tends to occur inland, except in Johore where they occur immediately adjacent to
the narrow coastal plain. They are widely distributed in the States of Perak, Pahang and Johore.

The intermediate terrace, T., is relatively less eroded. The terrain is weakly dissected and topography is flat
with low dips, or gentle undul.atio%\s. 1t is extensively developed in Perak and Pahang. Except for small pockets
flanking the high level terrace in South Johore, the intermediate terraces have a very limited occurrence in the south
western part of West Malaysia. Inthe Kahang area of North West Johore, it occurs in association with the high level
terrace in the upper reaches of the Endau river. It is extensively developed in the northern States, particularly in
Perak. In the east coast it occurs in Kelantan and Pahang. In Kelantan it occurs in 'the deficiency area' on the
western edge of the Kelantan plain.

The low level terrace, T,, has generally a level terrain occurring immediately adjacent to the coastal plains and
flood plains of rivers. Like L*m intermediate terrace, it is almost absent in the Southern States. It is best developed
in Perak and in Kelantan, where the Kelantan plain is a low level terrace. This terrace is subject to seasonal flooding.

Development of coastal and riverine flood plain, T(, together with coastal swamps is most widespread in the
west coast, This is a consequence of the quieter conditions prevalent in the sheltered Straits of Malacca, in contrast
to the east coast which faces the open sea, The coastal plain here, is narrow and characterised by sandy beach
ridges. In Kelantan, however, there is a wide riverine flood plain - the Kelantan plain. Occurrence of coastal swamps
is limited in the east coast.

Peat deposits may be found in depressional areas To(d}. within the coastal plain.
SOILS

(a) Soils on the High Level Terrace

The soils on this terrace display reddish yellow colours. The solum usually overlies bedded rounded pebbles and
generally has a sandy to coarse sandy clay loam textures. Eluvial and argillic horizons are moderately developed, but
often an intervening transitional horizon is observed, The general sequence of horizonation is Ah/Ae(j)/Bt/C. Occa-
sionally diffuse bands of small lateritic concretions may occur in the sub-soil. There is incipient development of non-
hardend plinthite overlying the pebbly parent materials. Structure usually varies from weak to moderately well deve-
loped subangular blocky. The soils ure quite strongly leached and impoverished of weatherable minerals. Kaolin is
the dominant clay mineral.

Ths soils on the high level terrace belong to the Harimau family. The members, include Harimau Series, Tampoi
Series., Ulu Tiram, Klau and Tai Tak Series. The parent material is essentially granitic wash in the Harimau, Klau,
Tak Tak and the Ulu Tiram. The Tai Tak has a finer texture while Ulu Tiram is distinctly coarse. The parent mat-
erial of the Tampoi Series is made up largely of quartzite pebbles, The Klau Series departs from the general charac-
teristics of the high level terrace soils in that it is relatively uneroded and occurs at higher elevation (350'). This may

be expected in the upper reaches of rivers when alluvium is deposited within the confined area of a valley floor with
steep sides, like the Klau valley.
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(b) Soils on the Intermediate Terrace

Soils here have a weakly expressed illuvial B horizon. This is however detected only in soils with a relatively
higher clay content. Horizonation is Ah/AB/C, Ah/Ae/AC or Ah/AB/Btj/BC. Horizon boundaries are usually
diffuse. Textures are essentially sandy, ranging from sandy loam to sandy clay loam. Consistence is generally
loose to friable and structures weakly developed, The colours of the soil are generally grey-yellow. The soils are
quite strongly leached. Mottling in the heavier soils of this terrace is weak and diffuse.

Soils of the Holyrood and Bukit Tuku families occupy the intermediate terrace. The Holyrood and Lunas Series are
members of the Holyrood family. The Holyrood Series is a yellowish brown friable weakly structured soil with rapid
internal drainage. The Lunas Series is a grey coloured sandy clay loam occupying slightly lower lying areas than the
Holyrood Series, and having higher clay content. Members of the Bukit Tuku family also occupy low lying areas in the
intermediate terrace. Grey colours are predominant,and they are weakly mottled.

(c) BSoils of the Low Terrace

Genetic horizons are absent in the soils of the low terrace, Textures are clayey and colours generally light grey.
Structures are weak to moderately developed, Internal drainage is poor and consequently, the sub-soil is mottled and
often gleyed. The soils too, are sometimes inundated although not as frequently as those in the flood plains. Horizon
sequence is usually Ap/Bg/Cg.

The soils found in this terrace are the Manik, Sogomana and Sitiawan Series, all of them first recognized in lower
Perak where they are found below the Holyrood Series of the intermediate terrace. Both the Manik and the Sogomana
Series have poorly structured, light grey sub-soils of firm consistence. The Sitiawan Series occupies relatively higher
levels, has better internal drainage and structures. The sub-soil is pale yellow and of firm consistence.

(d) Soils on the Coastal and Riverine Flood Plains

With the exception of the sandy soils of the beach ridges, horizons are very weakly expressed in the soils of coastal
and riverine flood plains. Brown and grey colours are predominant in these soils, Members of the Selangor family are
developed over bluish-green marine clay. In their natural condition they are poorly drained with gleying and mottling
in the incipient B horizon. Thev are fine textured soils. On the levees of the rivers, soils of the Briah family are deve-
loped. Briah is broadly similar in morphology to Selangor Series, but differ in their clay mineralogy. Derived from
marine clay, about 50% of the clay in the soils of the Selangor family is montmorillonite, while in Briah, which origin
is mixed alluvia, the clay is a mixture of montmorillonite and Kaolin, Horizonation is Ap/ABg/BCg/Cr.

A loamy soil (Telamong Series) may be developed on the levee. This is commonly found in the east coast. The
soils are weakly structured and genetic horizons are entirely lacking. Horizonation is Ah/AC/C. This soil is subject
to seasonal flooding, and consequently may show stratification of different textural bands.

Genetic horizons are strongly expressed in the podzols found on the beach ridges. They have a clear albic horizon
overlying a spodic horizon. The soil comprises essentially of quartz sand and is loose and friable, except in the spodic
horizon which is relatively cemented. Colours in the Albic horizon varies from very pale brown to white and in the
spodic horizon from black to very dusky red. General horizonation is Ah/Ae/Bh/C.

In the coastal swamps along the beach front, dark grey saline gley soils are actively accumulating. The soils
include members of the Kranji family. Behind the Saline gley soils are the acid sulphate soils. These are character-
ized by an organic rich surface horizon overlying blue-green sulphurous clay. They have a very low pH.

Peat, organic clays and mucks are all characterized by high organic matter content. Depth of peat is variable

varying from about 3 feet to more than 10 feet. These organic soils occur extensively in the depressional areas of
alluvial flats in what were probably sites of former lagoons.

Discussion

The development of an argillic horizon is a distinctive feature in the soils of the high level terrace (Fig. 2). There
is hardly any clay accumulation in the Holyroods of the intermediate terrace, although both the Harimau and the Holyrood
are derived from a granitic wash, There has also been movement of iron in the Harimau besides that of clay. This is
seen in the (i) development of unhardened plinthite which is a horizon where segregation iron has occurred, and (ii) iron
enrichment in the'Bt' horizon (Ng 1966 pp. 94). Clearly, horizon-forming soil processes have been operating in the soils
of the high terrace to produce a more mature soil, relatively older than the soils of the lower lying terraces. This is
also borne out by the geomorphology of the terrain and deficiency of weatherable minerals.

The soils in the high level terraces show podzolic or ultisol features (Leamy 1966) and simulate the morphological cha-
racteristics of sedentary soils, and have been grouped with the red yellow ultisols (Leamy 1966). The solls of the interme-
diate and low terraces in their poor or absent genetic horizonation, show entisol characteristics. A study of the mineralo-
gical assemblage would no doubt provide more information on the relative immaturity of these soils. Cation exchange capa-
city values may also be used to differentiate the soils of the intermediate terraces, low terraces and the coastal plains (see
Fig. 3). The solls of the low terrace have higher cation exchange capacity values than that of the more leached soils of the

Mrnla:dim terrace. They are, however, distinctly lower than that of the coastal and riverine flood plains, except the
podzols.
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The soils of coastal and riverine flood plains are somewhat variable in their morphological characteristics. In
their natural state most of the soils have poor profile development, but cultivation, artificial drainage and various other
soil amelioration practices have induced horizonations within the soil body, The soils developed over marine clay in the
Kedah plain, north west Malaya, show marked horizon development. Here, where there is a distinct dry period for about
three months of the year, climate, in addition to cultivation and artificial drainage has played a part in the development of
the soil profile.

The strongly developed horizonation in the podzols formed on the sandy beach ridges is no doubt due to their suscep-
tibility to rapid leaching which allows podzolization to occur very much more easily than in the other heavier soils.

Conclusion

Three main terrace levels each within a certain range of elevations and having a characteristic land form, may be
distinguished. The soils developed on each of the terrace have a characteristic profile morphology. These features,
including cation exchange capacity values can be used to correlate the terrace soils in Malaya.

The soils of the coastal swamp, peat and the sandy podzols are easily located through their characteristic profile
morphology and chemistry.

kn ment

The writer wishes to record his sincere appreciation to the soil correlator, Enche Law Wei Min for his valuable
advice and comments.
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Discussion

Moormann: Good correlation exists between the soils of the different terrace levels in West Malaysia and
Southern Thailand. Many of the high terrace soils in Thailand, though having an Al and A2 appear
to have an oxic B, rather than an argillic B, This may be a variant to the Red-Yellow Podzolic
soils you find on your high terrace soils.

For the middle level terraces Holyrood in West Malaysia and Kohong in Thailand appear to be very
similar, these soils show weak horizonation, there is a clay accumulation at great depth (60 cm)
and the clay content shows a slight bulge at this depth. These seem to be typical characteristics
of what we consider to be Paleudult (Grey-Podzolic soils).

Soils on the lower terraces do, in Thailand, include so called 'paddy-soils' which are Low Humic
Gley soils with usually a distinct B tg horizon (Aquults).

Law: Paddy soils in West Malaysia will have to be included in the general classification scheme but I feel

it is only right to point out that these soils will further be classified in the padi soils scheme. They
are, however, essentially Low Humic Gley soils,
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Moormann:

Allbrook:

Moormann:

Gopinathan:

Paddy soils should not be considered as a separate group on a very high level. Depending on the
amount of change due to the growing of submerged rice, they could be distinguished from the adja-
cent non-paddy soils on a great group, little group or even another lower categorical level, e.g.
wet alluvial soils, whether under paddy or not hardly show different characteristics. On the other
hand, a Latosol, used for peddymaychmcomldnubly and may warrant a distinction at a high
categorical level,

Would Dr. Moormann ignore the features associated with paddy cultivation such as mottles and
manganese accumulation?

The general accepted definition of 'paddy soils' is: soils on which rice is grown under submerged
conditions. This is a very general name and not fit for soil classification purposes. If you say:
paddy soils are soils which have already changed considerably then I would agree but as the defi-
nition stands at present I maintain that it cannot be used for soil classification purposes. Further -
more, one should be very careful to associate mottles and manganese accumulation and such with
paddy cultivation. In many soils of a hydromorphic nature, such features are present even if the
soil i not used for submerged rice (e.g. in Low Humic Gley soils).

Referring to figure 3 on C.E.C., there appears to be a considerable gap (difference of about 10 meq.
C.E.C.) between the Selangor and Briah series. At the same time in your high level terrace solls,
C.E.C. is quite the same for the three soils on these terraces. As Selangor and Briah have been
grouped together and you mention that these soils are morphologically the same, why is there a
comparatively significant difference in the C.E.C. of these two soils? Would a difference in clay
mineralogy account for this difference ?

Yes, Selangor and Briah have higher C.E.C. values because of the montmorillonitic nature of the
clays. Selangor has a higher content of montmorillonite while Briah has a mixture of kaolinite and
montmorillonite.

Holyrood and Harimau series on the middle level terraces have kaolinite as the predominant clay
mineral which accounts for the low C.E.C.

50



A PRELIMINARY STUDY OF ACID SULPHATE SOILS IN WEST MALAYSIA

by

Chow Weng Tai
Department of Agriculture, West Malaysia.

Acid sulphate soils or commonly known as icat-clays' are highly acidic soils caused by the formation of sulphuric
acid and Al and Fe sulphates which are acidic in reaction, when they are drained and aerated (1, 4, 7). They are usually
derived from marine and brackish water sediments which contain high amounts of sulphur compounds supplied from the
sea, Under reducing conditions, the sulphur compounds present in these sediments will be reduced to sulphides of iron,
mainly pyrites (FeSg), some monosulphide (Fe8) and organic sulphur compounds in the peculiar vegetation found in these
solls. When the reducing conditions are terminated either by natural means or artificial drainage, oxidation of the sulphides
occurs to give sulphuric acid and sulphates of Fe and Al which are acidie in reaction. Ferrisulphate hydrolyses easily to
basic ferrisulphate, Feg(804)p (OH)g which appears as yellow precipitates in exposed surfaces of the soil (1)

Fog(S0g)y + 2HgO—s HySO, + Fey(80,);(0H)y

There is also evidence (3) that this yellow busic ferrisulphate can be converted to the yellow mineral jarosite, K Fej (804)
(OH)g-

In West Malaysia, an area of about 200,000 acres of acid sulphate soils had been estimated (8, 9, 10). Thus they
are of considerable economic importance and hence the need to know more about the sulphur Chemistry of these soils as
sulphur plays the primary role in generating acidity. They occur mainly along the Western Coastline but principally in
Kedah, Perlis, Malacca and South West Johore. About 60-80,000 acres of acid sulphate soils are marginal padi land while
the remaining area is either uncleared land or under other crops like coconut, oil palm and rubber (3, 8, 9, 10). The
ylelds of crops cultivated on this soil are usually poor. Acid sulphate soils have been mapped as the Linau, Telok and
Guar Series in West Malaysia (8, 9, 10), Guar Series s pssentially confined to padi land. These three soils have a general
organic topsoil with moderate to very strong smell of hydrogen sulphide and abundant plant remains. The parent material
{s usually & greenish or bluish grey structureless, sticky clay which turns black on first exposure to air and sunlight. Pro-
longed axidation, say a few months, produces a yellow fnerustation on the surface.

While description of these solls in West Malaysia and other countries {n South-East Asia, i.e. Vietnam and Thailand
(5, 6, 8, 9, 10) have been given, relatively little has been carried out on the nature of sulphur contents in such soils and on
their relation with other soil properties. As such information is considered important for the eventual amelioration of such
solls in West Malaysia, investigations on the nature and distribution of sulphur contents in acid sulphate soils were started.
This paper presents results obtained so far in this study.

Materials
Solls

Ten profiles of Linau Series, eight profiles of Telok Series and four profiles of Guar Series were selected for in-
vestigation. Linau Series represents the most intense acid sulphate conditions. Soil samples were taken at various depths
from either virgin jungles or sites under old rubber, oil palm and padi which were unlikely to have received any sulphate
fertilisation. The soils were sun dried, ground and passed through a 2 mm sieve before analysis.

Methods

ter on H

pH was determined for the fresh and dried soil at a soil: water ratio of 1:2.5 using a PYE pH meter, after letting
the suspension to stand for two hours or overnight.

Water Soluble Sulphate

oil and this was then shakened for
This was determined gravimetrically. 100 mils of water were added to 20 gms of s
one hour in an end-over-end shaker. An aliquot was taken to be precipitated with 10% Barium Chloride solution and hydro-
chloric acid. The BaSOy precipitated was then filtered, washed, dried, ignited and weighed, from which the percentage of

sulphate in the soil was calculated.

2N HCI1 Soluble Sulphate (3)

jcally. 2.5 gms of the soil were digested with 50 mls. of 2N HCI for two hours
on a water-bath. The clear liquid was decanted into a 100 ml yolumetric flask and the residue digested again with 25 mls of
9N HCI as before. This was filtered into the flask again and the volume made up to 100 mls with distilled water. An aliquot
s oo, and the, BaBO, grecipiiaied as for witer sluble SEFICEs but in this case, the °:1“’:"'°“bu'; ’;’“‘;ﬁg e i
present was precipitated first with sodium hydraxide. This sulphate extracted comes mainly from the ins Fe and Al

sulphates in the soil.

This was also determined gravimetr
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Total Sulphur (After Bloomfield /2, )

This was determined by combustion of the soil with vanadium pentoxide, V505 to the exides of sulphur which were
absorbed in dilute hydrogen peroxide, Hy0,, and the resulting sulphuric acid titrated with standard alkali. Briefly, 0.5 -
1.0 gm of finely ground soil were thoroughly mixed with 1 gm of V505 in a small agate mortar, This was placed in a silica
combustion boat which was then heated strongly in a quartz combustion tube connected to an adaptor and absorption tube‘
The axides of sulphur evolved were absorbed in 40 mls, of 5% Hy O, placed in an absorption tube. The resulting sulpharic
acid was titrated with N/20 sodium bydroxide. From this, the percentage of total sulphur in the soil was caleulated,

Results
Wate N HC1 =Sul,

TharemuinTablelziwmeranpsudmamotpHuduulplmrwmdm Linau, Telok and Guar Series. As
expected, the water soluble sulphate-sulphur is less than that for the 2N HCl soluble for all the three acid sulphate soils
studied. These two types of sulphur content increase similarly with depth. There is a general tendency for the lowest ho-
rizon (below 2 ft.) to be always higher than the topsoil (0~6"). This indicates that there has been removal of sulphur ¢on-
tents from the upper soil horizons in profile development. In the Linau and Telok Series, the mean values of these two
sulphur contents for the depth 0-6" are about the same as that for the depth 6'-12". There is, however, a distinct increase
in the 12'"-24" horizon. The values for the depth below 24" show a considerable increase over the previous three depth
intervals, For the Guar Series, the values do not increase till the layer below 24". Mean values show that below 24",
Linau has the highest content of these two fractions.

Total Sulphur

The total sulphur content is usually much higher than the sulphate-sulphur content extracted by water and 2N HCl.
From this, it can easily be deduced that, in addition to the sulphates, there are other forms of sulphur compounds which are
more resistant to leaching. Similar to the water and 2N HCI soluble sulphate-sulphur fractions, there is a general tendency
for the lowest horizon of the subsoil to have a higher total sulphur content than the top-soil, The pattern of distribution of the
total sulphur contents with depth for the Linau, Telok and Guar Series is similar to that of the water and 2N HCI soluble
sulphate-sulphur. Again mean values show that Linau Series contains the highest content below 24",

pH

Comparing the pH values for fresh (wet) and dry soils, it can be seen that there is a general tendency for the pH
to decrease on drying the lowest horizon. This clearly shows that oxidation of the sulphides to sulphates must have taken

slightly on drying. This greater difference is probably due to the higher total sulphur contents in the lowest horizon. f'lg.
1 shows a graph of pH (dry) values plotted against depth for all the samples analysed. It shows that there is a good negative
linear relation of pH with depth demonstrating the more acid nature of the subsoil,

The correlation coefficients amongst the above three pairs of variables were determined,

Water and 2N HCI Soluble Sulphate -Sulphur

Fig. 2 shows the relationship between water and 2N HC1 soluble 80,-8. The correlation coeff icient calculated is

0.9542 which is hi i 0.1 .
S s highly significant at 0.1% level. This gives a definite relationship between the two types of sulphate frac-

2N HCI Soluble 804-8 and Total Sulphur

The correlation coefficient for this is calculated to be 0.5518 (Fig. 3) which is also s
though the positive, linear relationship is not as good as the previous one, it is still signific
crease in 2N HCI soluble 80,8 is likely to have a corresponding increase in total sulphur

Water Soluble S0,-5 and Total Sulphur

The correlation coefficient for this is 0.9147 (Fig, 4) which is also significant at 0.1% leyel The positive, li
7 - + linear

relationship is therefore very good, indicating that a soil with more wate: pond
greater amount of total sulphur, o= g 90478 will aleo have s ing

Relation of Water Soluble, 2N HCI Soluble SO le 504-8 and Total Sulphur with pH of Dried Soii

The relationship between pH (dry) and various sulphur contents is
shown
correlation coefficient of about -0.7 which is significant at 0.1% lovel. The cw::l;l;-&:i:m 7. All three have a
::-:tphge crutentathm comparable. This gives a negative, linear relationship which shows that ti:em s Ghres types of
’ ower the pH tends to be. Thus an acid sulphate soil with high amount of sulph greater the sulphur con-
When it is dried either naturally or by drainage and aeration, UT content is likely to be very acidic

ignificant at 0.1% level. Al-
ant, thus also showing that in-
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Fig.l. Relation between pH angd Soil Depth
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Fig. 3. Correlation of HCI Soluble SO4-S with Total S
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Fig. 5. Relation between pH ond HzO Soluble S04-S
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Discusgion

p uGeneral.ly. the relation of the three types of sulphur contents in the acid sulphate soil studied for any soil horizon
is as follows:-

Water soluble 8O, _-8 2N HCI Soluble 80,-8 Total sulphur

The distribution of each of these down the profile is similar for all the three series studied except that in the Guar Series
which has a slight difference. Inthe Guar Series, values do not rise till the layer below 24". The lowest horizons (below
24") of all the three series always contain a high amount of sulphur contents, sometimes as high as 4% in total sulphur.

pH values alone cannot indicate the magnitude of potential acidity, which is largely dependent on the total sulphur
content. Hence it 18 necessary to determine total sulphur in soil and its distribution in the soil profile further indicates
the extent of problems in ameliorating these soils. The total sulphur content, however, indicates a relatively more re-
sistant material while the 2N HCl soluble fraction indicates a more active component. Possible methods of amelioration
and the rapidity with which this can be done are under current investigation.

Since the top 12" of soil is relatively low in total sulphur and higher in pH, shallow rooting crops or crops which
can tolerate acidity may be able to grow reasonably with proper management of the soil, Deep rooting crops cannot be
considered as suitable for acid sulphate soils since the subsoil has a relatively high total sulphur content and extremely
low pH and hence difficult to manage. However, until the amelioration studies on acid sulphate soils have been completed,
further discussion is not warranted at present.

Summary

A brief description and occurrence of acid sulphate soils in West Malaysia has been given.

The pH and sulphur contents of the Linau, Telok and Guar Series are evaluated. Distribution of pH and sulphur
contents has been investigated and found to be decreasing and {ncreasing respectively, with depth. Correlations among
the three types of sulphur contents, and of these with pH are found to be good.

The suitability of acid sulphate goils for crops was discussed briefly.
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Discussion
: muuredonwotumlﬂesmthelahorutorywuﬂditnotbapouiblaumm1w
i fm?;;m e are caused by axidation which may have taken place during transport of the sam-
ples?
Chow: The samples were taken by the Soll Surveyor and analysed in the laboratory. T am unable to'say

whether they were still in the field condition.

Ashworth: I suggest that in future air-tight tins or 8o should be used in order to preserve the field condition.
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Watson:

Watson:

Watson:

Ng:

Moormann:

|

Law:

brought to the laboratory in
Potential catclay samples from the Santubong Scheme in Sarawak were .
gealed plastic bags. Wetpﬂwuonaverageswhﬂearhrdxyinxloramonthuwdmpmurwnlm
ples was on average 1.5 units. The difference is significant.

oils you investi-
does the water soluble sulphate increase with depth in the profile ? Would the s
:gdmtbetromwnndmmedm in which the topsoils were axidised or were the samples from
undrained areas?

Most of the soils collected were from drained areas, some were undrained.
Wwwldtheuluhhmlphaﬁethonlmremwﬂhdeuh?h&unchmhdm?
I think 80. There is generally a higher sulphur content in the subsoil than in the topsoil,

Do you relate this to a process a!hrdrdnmwdmﬁhhamnunﬂdthnmmﬂloﬂlwmin;
process ?

The increase tnw:taraoluhhsulphhcmmmthdaﬂ:hdmtom oxidation of sulphur com=
poundlmthonoilnmplubetm ma]ysumdntohlnulphurumw'uhdlpth. 80
does the content of water soluble sulphate. Onthoqnuﬁondpad-mmmﬂumhuhmphl.
while this has intrinsic value, mmuprhmmmlmmuudmmmﬂvuMw
do the pH determination unthanlr-drladnmplnuthhouinﬁothwbrﬂnrwm likely to have
an acid sulphate condition.

Acid-Sulphate soils in mangrove swamps are usually completely reduced, hence show a high field
pH (6-7). Acid-Sulphate soils of the 'older' areas inland which usually have been drained to some
extend may be already acid to a considerable depth and show the typical straw-yellow mottling of

FeSO,(OH), .

For mangrove soils it is more d!ﬂicuntommbowm:msdutohmhnw not.
Were your samples taken from the coast or from the older areas?

‘rhaywuretakantromtbecontbutnothommusrmmumd!rom land which was already
partly drained and developed.

The results of increasing sulphur content and decreasing pH with depth are interesting and 1 think
hmnbeumgmmmmdprwﬂnddrmm.olh. For rubber, a deep rooting crop,
madvmaﬁethatdrahsshaﬂdhemmlwared;u&anymm(malmhuporlmouthl
dtyear)sothatthombberwmldnotbeswjocttoumddandroplnpﬂnndmmmamdden
increase in acidity. Could you, therefore, give some information on what possible methods of
mhmﬂmywhavslnmindtocumﬁerthnaﬂectddnlm on acid sulphate soils.

We have as yet not conducted any amelioration studies.

Our experience is that extensive drainage of such areas has increased the problem. In one of our
experiments of intensive drainage over a period of 9 years where we drained to a depth of 5 feet,
this was clearly shown. From pH and water soluble sulphate measurements, there was no decrease
in acidity to notice. Added to this the soils had become irreversibly dried.

I notice that you distinguish three series in your Acid Sulphate Soil Group. What are the distinct
features of these three series ?

Linau series found near the beach with catclay right beneath the topsoil, the soil at a depth of 6 to 12
inches turns black on exposure after a day or so.

The Telok series has a watertable at lower depth and has a mottled zone below the A humus horizon.
This mottled zone overlies the acid sulphate horizon at 12 inches or so. The Telok sofl turns yellow

:t::::&:em indicating that oxidation has already taken place in field condition due to the lower

The Guar series has been cultivated for a long time. This has further development
acid sulphate condition. bt S

:.:us:dnwnh. Acid-8Bulphate soils comparable to your Linau series (they turn black on exposure) were
h“muurlnhnl‘luBOmllubutiwariablyoccnrtherswnﬂnnﬂwhlm-hrh.lhndnlu;m
on which we find the Reddish-Brown Lateritic sofls. Would you think that the original iron

content of these alluwvial deposits has something to do with the arresting of the sulphur in the form

of pyrites go that the
wmlﬂ-ndlurmcmh;?lwu could not leach out. In that case alluvial deposits with low iron contents

The catclay 50 miles away from the present coast would
may mark the old sea coast and be
an old catclay. Presence of iron may not be necessary for catelay formation. o g

For formation of acid sulphate soils the sulphate from the sea water is the prime requirement.
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KAOLINITIC CLAY IN THE BALAI RINGIN-ABOK AREA, WEST SARAWAK

by
Cc. H. Kho

Geological Survey, Borneo Region, Malaysia.

Kaolinitic clay suitable for ceramic and refractory purposes and paper manufacture occurs in the Balai Ringin-
Abok area along the Serian-Simanggang Road in West Sarawak. Prospecting by the Nippon Coal Mining Company
during 1962 and 1963 in the 7 deposits cut by the road has proved over 4 million tons of clay, of which about 2.7
million tons is considered to be economically workable. Investigations by the Geological Survey, in conjunction with
the Mines Department, Borneo Zone, Malaysia in 1967 have discovered 25 new deposits containing more than 9 mill-
{on tons of clay in areas back from the trunk road. Further substantial reserves are almost certainly present and

further work is being continued in 1968,

The kaolinitic ¢lay in this uuummwbedemdbyhdjnimﬂmdMMc dykes and sills and partly
from weathering of the hydrothermally altered acid igneous rock, probably microgranite.

GEOGRAPHIC AND GEOLOGIC SETTING

The Balai Ringin-Abok area lies in the southeastern part of the First Division and the southwestern part of the
Second Division, about 58 to 77 miles southeast of Kuching; it was included in the reconnaissance survey of the

Strap and Sadong valleys by N.S. Haile (Mem. 1). The area is drained by tributaries of the Sadong and Strap Rivers,
which discharge into the South China Sea, Many of these headwater tributaries rise on the steep slopes of the Kling-
kang Range and fall rapidly in & general north direction to the plain before joining the main rivers. The lower rea-
ches of these rivers flow mainly through swampy low~lying country and in consequence are typically choked with fallen
trees and floating logs and debris, and the water 1s generally stained brown by peat-humus. The swamp forest pre=
dominates in the low-lying areas, and secondary forest growing in areas of shifting cultivation covers most of the
hilly area. Stretches of primary hills still remain on granite hills north of the road and along the steep slopes of

the Klingkang Range.

The topography of the district is closely related to the geology (fig. 1). To the north, much of the area is swampy
country from which rise a few isolated hills and groups of hills reaching to more than 2,000 feet (e.g. Gunong Buri,
2,442 feet); these hil}s are formed of voleanic, metamorphic and sedimentary rocks of the Upper Triassic Serian
Voleanic and Sadong Formations, pre-Tertiary granite and Tertiary intrusions. The rocks which are covered by the
surrounding swamp are for the most part the less resistant formations of the Upper Triassic sediments, probably
mainly Sadong Formation shale. To the south, along the Serian-Simanggang Road, the swamp gives way to low un-
dulating country about 50 fo 100 feet above sea level, which is probably an erosional feature developed in late Ter-
tiary times; it is formed largely by the shale formations of the Upper Triassic Sadong Formation and lower Tertiary
Silantek Formation. On some of the low hills is terrace alluvium generally occurring as a capping. Farther south,
the foot-hills of the Klingkang Range rise from the plain giving way to &
the gently dipping strata of the Tertiary Silantek and Plateau Sandstone Formations. The crest is mostly 2,500-3,000
feet, and the watershed of this range forms the international boundary between Sarawak and Kalimantan.

The trunk road from Kuching to Simanggang passes through gerﬂ‘lyunaﬂatinzcounn'ybmennahi Ringin and
Abok, exposing gently to steeply dipping strata of the Sadong and Silantek Formations, and several smallsills and
dykes of igneous rocks, of acid to intermediate composition, which intruded into sedimentary rocks.

KAOLINITIC CLAY DEPOSITS

Kaolinitic clay are found along the Serian Road (figs. 2 and 3), and most of the deposits ocour in the
Telagus area near Mile 65. For the convenience of description, the Balai Ringin-Abok area may be divided into the
Telagus Section (in the west) and the Abok Section (in the east). A summary of the main features and field relations

of the two sections is given below.

Telagus Section

Occurrence

Kaolinitic cwmfwndmuymmuwhjchmoweredlugalybyﬂmw-mmohcsoﬂsdthaﬂnra.td(

i Andr , 1966), The de iunrepodsonthesur{mamdmcurmamlyinumlwundummg
ek g g ot ) v alluvium. The clay is most extensive in area northwest of

mmuurutlmﬂunwthdthermd. whemdapositammthanaquarterdasqure
mile in area are found. The clay, which is usually whﬁetoyeuowuh—whe. forms a bed about 11 feet on average,

ted clay as much as 7 feet
but ranging from 6 to 33 feet, beneath a cover of soil and yellowish-grey to orange, tain!
thick. Ina Ie:rmph.cas, the clay is overlain by a layer 2 to 6 feet thick of terrace gand and gravel consisting mainly



of rounded vein quart pebbles mostly less than an inch across. The clay was shown in boreholes to pass downwards
into dark-grey or grey shale at depth ranging from 8 to more than 33 feet. The transition from the white or light-
coloured clay to underlying shale is abrupt, but in many cases the white clay near the contact contains small pieces
or lenses of dark-grey shale, in which the sedimentary texture is still discernible. The dark-grey shale is probably
carbonaceous xenoliths occurring at the junction of the sill or dyke with the country rock, where intimate mixing of
the igneous rock with shale has taken place. This mode of occurrence suggests that igneous activity has probably
been partly responsible for the formation of the white clay.

X-ray diffraction studies, chemical analyses and electron photomicrographs of the clay samples made by the
Nippon Coal Mining Company show that the clay from the road cuttings consists predominantly of kaolinite with appr-
eciable quartz, and subordinate halloysite, montmorillonite, and sericite, The chemical composition of the clay Is
given in table 1. A clay sample from a cutting near Mile 634 has also been examined by the Mineral Resources Divi-
sion of Overseas Geological Surveys, London, and the analytical results are summarized in table 2. The sample

has the chemical characteristics of a good siliceous fireclay with silica, alumina, and water together accounting for
more than 97 per cent of the total composition. The heavy mineral present was found to consist almost entirely of
pale-yellow platy grains of anatase, probably secondary in origin, with very subordinate zircon. This restricted
assemblage of heavy minerals suggests that clay is probably derived from an acid igneous rock.

Origin

Thnmﬁndthnclayhlﬁllmorum. butpraltmim.ry!leldmdhbormmﬂlwlm suggest that the clay
is probably derived from kaolinization of andesitic sills and dykes which intrude sedimentary rocks in the area.
Nevertheless, the problem of genesis of the kaolinitic clay is rather complicated, and more detailed mapping and
hbontm-ywu-kwﬂlbamquh'adtoeatablhhthc origin of the clay. Samples from a few typical clay profiles have
been sent to C.8,1.R.0, Australia for detailed ‘mineralogical studies, in the hope that identification of the clay min-
orﬂmﬂmlﬁtwwﬁasmcmwmmdmmum.

Abok Section
Qecurrence

Only 4 deposits of clay are found in this section (between Miles 70 and 77), 3 of which are exposed In road cut-
tings. Much of this area is covered by soils that has been classified as an association of grey-white podsolic soils
of the Saratok family and red-yellow podsolic soils of the Merit family (Andriesse, 1966). The clay occurs mainly
in the low undulating country about 10 to 50 feet above the local riverine alluvium, The clay was shown in boreholes
to range from 7 to 32 feet, averaging about 18 feet; it is overlain by a cover of scil and yellowish-grey to orange,
tainted clay as much as 10 feet thick, and is usually underlain by weathered microgranite.

Mineralogical and Chemical Composition

Detalhdmumtmtioudchynmp&ulromrudoummbymmppmcﬂmnlngcomm showed that the clay
consists of kaolinite and quartz, with a little halloysite, sericite, and feldspar; and the chemical composition is
given in table 1. It is interesting to note that the percentage of silica in the clay is higher than that in the Telagus
area, and alumina and iron are both low. X-ray diffraction studies made by Dr. P,L,C, Grubb of C.5.1.R.0.

Melbourne, Australia on a sample from a deposit back from the trunk road showed
kaolinite, illite, and some quartz. S iy o

Origin

Field evidence and laboratory results indicates that the clay in the
microgranite dykes and sills. lay in the Abok area was formed from the weathering of

TRANSFORMATION PHENO! C CLA

During the investigation of the kaolinitic clay deposits in the Abok area

below the water table at 15 feet in some of the boreholes changed to a reddh. hlfb::.wd::“olmm": :;i&ctlzy‘g?m

samples above tlh: water nh;: remained unaffected. Two samples (from 7 to 10 feet and 30 to 36 feet rupnctt;eln

mdmmmud dnmurbgr . Grubb (Bulletin 9, in press) with a view to determine the cause and possible remedy

= phenomena. ared adsorption spectra plus X-ray powder diffraction analyses showed that the sample above

b water table consists predominantly of kaolinite, with some quartz and possibly a little albite, whereas the sample

.n:ﬁ below the wn::d table con::m essentially halloysite and hydrohalloysite with subordinate q:nxu and a llu..l:

, weddelite, a trace of montmorillonite. It was found that the hange idati

disseminated siderite to a rather amorphous goethite. At the same umid::ﬁ:l &m:::n‘:n?u:u hy:c::um“

oy-

site and halloysite sheets to curl up, this being accompanied by the
moval of the undesirable brown colouration on a commercial :yCI.ll :I:ppunm md“?m ’W: Walloystts phase. Bo-
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TABLE 2. ANALYSES OF KAOLINITIC CLAY FROM TELAGUS AREA, WEST SARAWAK.

Sample number 59015
Location on Kuching-Simanggang Road 634
Probably derived from actd igneous rock
Chemical composition pereent
810, b iy
Ti0, 0.20
Aly04 24.23
Fe203 and Fe0 %
Mgo 0.16
Ca0 .l
Na20 and Ky0 1.28
S0 0.08
Inferred mineralogical composition percent
Quartz 36
Mica 9
Kaolinite 52
Size analyses tercent
+ 350 mesh B. 8. 20.5
= 350 mesh + 10 microns 12.0
- 10 microns 67.5

Analyses summarized from a report by Mineral Resources

Division. Directorate of Overseas Geological Surveys,

London, 1963
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USES AND ECONOMIC PROSPECTS

Experiments made by the Nippon Coal Mining Company show that the clay in the Balai Ringin-Abok area is
suitable for ceramics, refractory materials, paper manufacture, and rubber industry. The clay in Telagus area
was considered to be comparable to the kaolinitic clay obtained from Cornwall of Britain and Georgia of the United
g:atas in regards to glossiness, smoothness, and printing suitability which are the requirements in the manufacture

paper.

After washing and chemical treatment, the clay from the deposit near Sungai Jagu (Mile 63) is considered to be
suitable for use as coating and filler purposes in the manufacture of paper. The clay from the new deposits appear
identical with that at Sungai Jagu, and may be of the same quality and suitable for the paper manufacture. Most
deposits are situated conveniently close to the main trunk road from Kuching to Simanggang, and transport could be
by the trunk road for about 64 miles to a shipping point at the Tanah Puteh Port, where a 25~foot draft ship with a
capacity of about 10,000 tons is able to berth, However, the existing Kuching-Serian Road is considered to be un-
able to stand the extra traffic involved, and improvements of the existing road are essential.

F NCE ED

ANDRIESSE, J,P, (1966) Report on the reconnaissance soil survey of Sebangan-Simunjan-Batang Krang area,
First Division, (Unpublished report by the Department of Agriculture, Sarawak)

GRUBB, P,L,C, (in preparation) Transformation phenomena in kaolinitic clay from Mile 75, Kuching-Simanggang
Road, west Sarawak: Borneo Region Geol. Survey Bull. 9

HAILE, N.S, (1954) The geology and mineral resources of the Strap and Sadong valleys, west Sarawak, including
the Klingkang Range coal: Brit, Borneo Geol, Survey Mem. 1, 1954.

Discussion

Andriesse: Based on evidence in the field T am opposed to the idea that these white clays are mainly of
igneous origin, particularly in the Telagus area, The occurrences are wide-spread and
are not confined to certain lines which should be the case if dykes of igneous intrusions are
concerned. Also, the analytical evidence is not conclusive and in fact rather suggest that
the clays are of sedimentary origin. The same heavy mineral association is found in most
of our older alluvials. High NagO content also shows possible influence of marine deposition.

Kho: 1 agree to some extent but in certain places we do find contact zones of the igneous
intrusions and shale. The clays are quite different in texture from those developing on the

black shales.

1 think that the Japanese (who did most of the preliminary investigations) are right in a way.
Our studies have not been finalised yet and we are unable at this stage to say whether they

were right or not..
Andriesse: Could you explain the high sodium content of your clay?

Kho: I am afraid T cannot but on the whole the sodium and potassium contents are comparable to

kaolinitic clays found elsewhere.
Andriesse: This may be so, but it does not mean that all these clays are therefore derived from acid
igneous rocks.

Paramananthan: In the Telagus section the description given seems to indicate that the clay is of igneous origin

because of: (a Thaabruptcham{romchytoblacklhale.
« :b; Theoecumncaclmnouths of black shale in the clay. This seems to

indicate that the dykes were intruded into the shale and then by erosion were exposed and
then covered by :lydor alluvium. The dykes would thus form a 'catchment’ where weathering
can take place to give the clay deposit. If the clay was formerly a sedimentary rock there

wouldnotbeanabruptchmgefromewtoshale.

hale under discussion, the
Andriesse: With reference to the Kerait profile developed over the black s i
change from black shale into dirty white clay is very abrupt in a geological sence. The
within a band of 1 to 2 inches. The geological observations if made by
disturb this transition. Possibly the form of the sand particles in the clay

o their origin than the mineral association itself.

deposits would be mare conclusive as to
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FiGure 3. Kaolinitic clay deposits in the Abok area, west Sarawak



PADI SOILS OF WEST MALAYSIA

by

NG SIEW KEE
Department of Agriculture, West Malaysia.

The estimated acreage of padi land in West Malaysia is appraximately 0.9 million acres, of which about half is
accounted for by the coastal plains of Kedah/Perlis and Kelantan in the northwest and northeast respectively, All
this land is cultivated with wet padi on flat terrain and hitherto, the nature of water availability permits only one crop
per year, with relatively minor exceptions of double cropping, in the States of Penang and Selangor, Padi yields vary
from 0.5 - 2 tons/acre, thenational average being estimated at about 1,800 lbs/acre. This variation in yields is at-
tributed to factors of husbandry and environmental conditions. Of the latter, soil and water conditions have the great-
est influence on yield.

Soil surveys and laboratory analysis carried out so far have identified provisionally about forty species of padi
soils. These have resulted from an interplay of the following major factors of soil formation viz. (a) climate (b)
relief in relation to drainage status or water from regime in the soil (c) parent material (d) effect of cultivation by
man and (e) time. The artificial factor has introduced new features in the soil which distinguish them from natural,
hydromorphous soils.

Fact of Development

Climate

West Malaysia has a hot, humid tropical climate. Day temperatures are mostly in the eighties (°F) while at night,
they are about 159F lower. The main element which affects the development of these soils is the distinct dry period of
about two to three months' duration beginning from the time of harvest. For illustration, the rainfall figures for Alor
Star and Kota Bahru are given in Table 1. During this period, the ground water-table is well below four feet and wide
cracks develop en the heavy marine clays on the west coast, except in the very poorly drained localities. This pro-
nounced drying and subsequent wetting and swelling of the clays has definitely influenced the development of mottles
and structures in most soils. The advent of large scale double cropping in future is expected to reverse this long dry-
ing cffect.

Table 1: Main Rainfall Data for Alor Bahru

MONTH
J F| M]A M J J A 8 o] N D |Total

Alor Star 2.2| 1.9] 5.7| 8.7 10.2| 7.5| 7.8 | 10.4 | 11.6 | 12,5] 8.5| 4.3 91.3

Kota Bahru | 10,0| 4.1 5.7| 4.5 | 5.3] 6.1 5.7 6.7| 8.4]10.,1 24.8'22.3 113.5

Relief Drai

Almost all the padi soils are below the 50 ft. contour line and on the major flood plains, they are below 25 ft. above
sea level, Only the soils on terraces or levees are above the 25 ft. contour. Thus the majority of the padi soils are
subject to a very high water-table or flooding during the season of heavy rains. Under this alternate waterlogging and
drying regime, reduction and oxidation processes operate and these are influenced by differences of micro-relief which
induce varying degrees of hydromorphism in the padi plains. These degrees of wetness constitute the major criteria of
separating the soils below the great soil group level.

Parent materials

Alluvial deposits form the parent materials of padi soils in West Malaysia and they are grouped according to their
geogenesis as follows:-

1. Recent marine sediments.

(a) Fine sediments of clays and silts in coastal plains. These are the most extensive and
predominate in the west coast.

(b) Coarse sediments of mainly sand with some fine materials, These are minor in extent
and localised in the east coast.

2. Riverine alluvium.

(a) Flood plain deposits of major rivers such as the Sg. Kelantan and 8g. Trengganu.
These deposits are mainly found in the east coast.
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(b) Flood deposits in low lying tracts in more inland situations. These commonly occur
as narrow strips along the banks of rivers.

In these riverine deposits, the presence of fine sand is generally noticeable.
3. Sub-recent alluvium.

This occurs in low terraces which are slightly above the level of present flood plains
and consists of transported material weathered from older country rocks. These are
found mostly in Perak, Perlis and Kelantan,

4. Mixed marine~fluvial deposits.

There is evidence that where riverine flood deposits came into contact with the marine
sediments, a mixed alluvium resulted and this gave rise to integrades in soil evolution,

Man's Cultivation

Man's introduction of rice cultivation into these naturally wet soils has considerably influenced profile development,
In West Malaysia, the most striking characteristic is the presence of a distinct ploughsole or hardpan within 2 - 6 Inches
of the surface horizon, This ploughpan has been produced by the continuous shallow ploughing and compaction of the top=
soil and varies from 1 - 4 inches in thickness. It is very sticky and impervious when wet and hard like a briquette when
dry. It is this impervious pan which creates the perched water-table at the early part of the rainy season when the gr-
ound water-table s still well down in the profile. The ploughsole is essentially a gleyed horizon created by Man and
this has produced a surface water gley in the A horizon within a natural ground water gley. This creates the unusual
situation where a lower horizon is relatively more oxidised than an upper horizon and this feature is qQuite characteris-
tic of padi soils in West Malaysia.

Amonda.ctlvitydM.ulaﬂwcwumddrumnmdlrﬂnmncmmmmhnhdprdlhdln—
lopment in these natural hydromorphic soils.

Time

This has affected profile development principally in two ways. One is the age of the alluvia, as in the marine
Mmmmmymrwduuhndtowcurmﬂamdm main coastal plain, The other is the history of
padi cultivation as less prominent ploughsoles are developed on the more recently opened land,

olo Dr: on

The most significant pedogenetic phenomenon which governs the development of profile characteristics in these
soils is hydromorphism. Dynamic soil processes are those involving mobilization of soil constituents, mainly iron

These major distinguishing features are therefore mmmxmmmnuud.mmuw.

Padi soils in West Malaysia can be grouped into the following drai classes. It pointed
differentiation is specifically for wet padi soils and is not applicable toﬁnl usage S NS

1. Poorly drained soils

fore very acid. A 'B' horizon is absent. The horizonation is thus: ApgG
. : - AsG - e
sole. A typical example is the Telok' Series, found mainly in Kedah, Perlis and R‘:akm T

2. Imperfectly drained soils

re 8 denotes plough-



mon horizonation is ApG - AsG - (AgG) - Bg - BgG - G. Examples are Rotan and Chengai and Kadok (tentative).
These soils are most extensive on marine and marine~fluvial deposits in the west coast.

4. Well drained soils

These soils are either situated in relatively higher elevations or have lighter textures. They are characterised
by a prominent B horizon which generally dominates the soil profile and the G horizon is commonly below 3 feet, The
B horizon is not only profusely mottled but abundant concretions of iron and manganese are also distributed in this
horizon. Structures are typically of fine to medium sub-angular blocky with friable to firm consistence, The comm-
on horizonation is ApG - AsgG - (AgG) - Bg(ir-mn) - BgG.

These soils are largely found on river, terrate or mixed alluvium. Examples are Kangar, Sembrim and Sedaka.

5. Very well drained solls
These are the most well drained padi soils and differ from those of the previous group in that a large portion of
the manganese concretions has been concentrated in a separate horizon (or horizons) within the B horizon. In some

soils, two horizons containing manganese concretions may be found. Textures are relatively more sandy and struct-
ures finer. The horizonation is commonly:

Apg - AsgG - Bg(ir) - Bgmn - Bgir
or " " - Bgmn - Bgir - Bgmn

It can be said that the B horizon is mainly axidised for the greater part of the year. Examples are Batu Hitam and
Bachok, found on the higher levees of major rivers and bedch sands respectively.

Major Properties
The relatively more important properties of the padi soils are shown in Table 2. (by courtesy of K. Kawaguchi).

Table 2: Major Properties of Padi Soils (Plough laver)

Parent Material
Property Marine River Terrace Marine Mixed
Clays Alluvium Alluvium Sand Sediments
No. of profiles studied 14 14 2 1 6
Texture light to heavy | clay loam to clay loam to fine sandy | light to heavy
clay heavy clay silty clay loam clay
Clay Mineralogy
(a) Kaolin % 25-35 70-90 90 60 45-55
() Ilite % 5-10 5-10 5 5 5-10
(c) Montmorillonite 50-70 5-20 5 35 40-50
- Vermiarlite % e i i ot
C.E.C. (NH4Ac) m.e.% 15-29 2.4-7. . . -
Exch. Mg mfa.% 8-20 1-3 1.0 0.4 1-5
biah. ® e 2-12 0-6 1.2 2.0 2-5
" K " 0.2-1,8 0.1-0.4 0.3 0.08 0.1-0.4
c% 1.6-9.5 1,1-3.5 2.2 0.6 1-7.5
N% 0.1-0.7 0.1-0.3 0,15 0.05 0.1-0.9
pH 3.6-6.5 4,2-5.2 5.2 5.2 3.9-4.7
Soluble P (ppm) 0.4-7.5 0,3-0,9 2.0 0.1 0.4-6.0
(Bray No. 2.)

The data show that the majority of padi soils in West Malaysia are heavy textured and that clay mineralogy, cat-
ion exchange capacity and organic matter content provide the most useful bases for differentiating padi soils. Mont-
morillonite-vermiculite predominates in the marine clay soils whereas kaolin is dominant in soils derived from river
and trace alluvium. A fairly even mixture of these mineral in 8

arine alluvium and river or terrace alluvium indicates a mixing of
l:usmsmm .:;n potassium are distinetly higher in the marine clays. Organic matter and nitrogen contents are gener-

ally higher in soils derived from marine and mixed sediments but they are also more variable. Similarly, pH values
in {Ms?:ous are also more variable. Easily soluble phosphate contents are higher and more variable in marine clays
and mixed sediments than in the others although all indicate a low phosphate status.

Pedogenetic Classification
Padi solls in West Malaysia have not been classified beyond the 'Series' level so far. Under the classification of

the Hydromorphous Sub-order
Thorp Smith (1949), wmldbochsnduuumlc;leyaormﬁumicﬂey-m
of I:tr:::ml -oui. B; nteym Appraximation of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (1960), they would probably be
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under the Inceptisol and Entisol Orders, Sub-orders being Aquept or Aquent. However, present field and laboratory
data are not comprehensive enough to justiful further division according to the nomenclature of the 7th Approximation

or its amendment,

For the present however, it is feasible to classify padi soils in West Malaysia below the Great Sofl Group level
by following broadly the scheme proposed by Kanno (1962) for Japanese rice soils. At the Sub-group or Family level,
the drainage regime of a soil as depicted by its genetic horizonation is the criterion of separation. In this manner,
five drainage Families can he established as described previously. At the 'Series' or preferably Genus level, clay
mineral composition and presence of peaty or organic surface horizons form the differentiae. Twelve genera are
proposed to accommodate the various soils and these are shown as follows:

Famil Genus
1. Poorly drained soils 1. Telok
2, Imperfectly drained soils 1. Kuala Kedah
2, Jelawat*
3. Moderately drained soils 1. Rotan
2, Kadok*
3. Tulang
4. Well drained soils 1. Sedaka
2. Kangar
3, Sembrin
4. Pasir Puteh
5. Very well drained soils 1. Batu Hitam
2. Bachok*

* - Provisional

It is unlikely that the number of Genera would be appreciably increased in future when more of the padi soils were
covered by detailed studies.

At the next lower level, species are distinguished mainly according to differences in texture and to a lesser ext-
ent structure. Since more species are likely to be encountered than hitherto, it is not attempted to classify at species
level at present,

Soil Fertility and Padi Yields

As no systematic and comprehensive measurements of padi production on different soil species have been under-
taken, only broad observations can be made. In general, the lowest yielding solls are the poorly drained, where acid
sulphate and deep water conditions often retard establishment and in some seasons large areas are abandoned. Liming
is a pre-requisite to amelioration but this has not been found to be economic so far because of the high cost of lime.
Next higher in yield are the very well drained soils where low nitrogen and phosphate status, and too rapid drainage
are the major limitations, Where irrigation is provided, better yields are obtained, Soils of the remaining three dra-
inage Families on the whole comprise the best padi soils but differences in yield within each Family can be generally
greater than those between Families. These differences are mainly due to various factors of nutrient status, chiefly
nitrogen and phosphate, pH and water conditions. In this respect, the marine clays within these Families are on the
whole more productive than those derived from river and terrace alluvium,

Tang and Vamathevan (1967) carried out adaptability trials with varieties of i on some of
mean results over four seasons are presented below in Table 3, - me of these soils and their

Table 3: Mean Yields (4 seasons) of 28 Padi Varieties on Different Padi Sofls in
West Malaysia

Soil Genus Represented Padi Yields Ibs
1. Telok 2569 (with
2, Kuala Kedah 2921 (: zoal:mmﬂ
3. Rotan 3300 ; 3200
Tualang 2770 ; 3675
4. Kangar 2526
Sembrim 2535
Pasir Puteh 2429
5. Batu Hitam 2668*; 1682: 1665
and
Bachok 2173 o

From the range of yields obtained, ncauheleanthatthenhemkh
Malaysia, through better soil and water Management, In soil manage
the most attention. s o
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Discussion

Mukerjee:

Ng:

Ng:

Law:

Guha:

I think we have touched already on the name of Padi soils before (ref. see discussion Paper 6
in this session) but T would like to emphasize that when manmade soils are studied the changes
induced in the profile due to manmade conditions should be specified in detail. These can be

of different nature such as management practises, multiple ¢ropping which may totally change
the redax conditions in soils due to irrigation, and fertilization. The latter results in a great
increase in yield and with that the organic materials in the form of straw and roots added to the

topsoils are also greatly increased.
I agree on theterminology. I have been persuaded by the Soil Surveyors not to use Padi soils
and Padi-growing soils would be more appropriate.

I also do not quite agree with Kanno who separates the Padi soils from the rest at a high level.
The Padi soils do not quite fit and it would be better to place them into e.g. Inceptisols or
Ultisols. We do envisage changes in the profile due to padi growing practises but these changes
occur over a long period and their study is necegsarily of long duration.

What are the soil requirements for hill padi in Malaya and the yields expected and what are
cultivation methods with particular reference to waier requirements ?

Hill padi growing is not extensive at all in West Malaysia. Usually the rice is planted after
clearing jungle and the crop is entirely depended on rainfall only and we have not studied these

areas because of the very small acreage.

Yields to be e:pectedtrpmhﬂlpa.dimhhlmm:

300 gantangs for the first crop. W a second crop is planted than yields drop considerably and
well below 200 gantangs per acre, Usually the first crop is planted immediately after the

burning of the felled jungle.

Are there any specific soil requirements ?

ki |



Imldllyﬂuta]lymroqnlnhmlootdldl. nugmlymmmuutnquindtorw padi.

Has any work been carried out to find out whether we have to discriminate between different
soils as far as fertilizer requirements are concerned? This with specific reference to N and P
which as you stated are very important.

Yes, we have carried out fertilizer trials over the last two years on different series (N.P.K,
factorial).

Did you get any particular results on these solls in general?

%tmwmmuvamlmmbhwlmmwﬂmm. I
ywﬂemm&nﬁﬁhprmudﬂ.lﬂ#ﬂhnummm. We, therefore,
recommend 45 1bs per acre in general. mmmm;uwmdmmmsl
dNcu(ouptowl.blpermre,buuheuwphmdupwﬁﬁhmwllltlllverysmdl.

So, muu-tmmmmmommmmm.nmmh. 45 Ibs per acre. Since I see
that your C.E,C, value seems to change from your marine sediments to the mixed sediments,
1 thought that there should be some discriminatory fertilizer recommendation.

I referred to the Hudnnruwho:eunudﬂplrunuumdlymmﬂldmmnw
sotoxehmtorlumﬂmmsouptoeommwm. As 1said, this is mainly
related to the problem of lodging.




Development Planning and Land Analysis Techniques with special reference to Sarawak

by

Russell Gwilliam
Planning Branch, Land and Survey Department, Sarawak, Malaysia.

Summary

After an initial emphasis on economic planning in the preparation of development plans the need for a complemen-
tary physical basis to such plans is now being recognised.

Surveys and mapping of geographical factors, including natural resources in objective scientific terms are the
basis of physical planning. Land analysis techniques express the data collected in terms meaningful in the light of
current experience, and make recommendations for land use by study of the inter-relationships of the factors involved.

Four levels of analysis are distinguished:-

(i) First level - simplified expression of geographical factors.

(i) Second level inter action of geographical factors on one possible use.

(1ii) Third level inter action between possible uses - choice of highest and best use.

introduction of economic factors e.g. markets, transport costs - assessment of ripeness
for development.

(iv) Fourth level

Examples of the first three from West Malaysia and Sarawak are discussed. Studies of the problems of analyses
at the Fourth level will shortly be commenced in Sarawak.

The need for a process of continuous analysis is pointed out, especially related to the tendency for the development
plan to become a rolling programme with a major review every five years and a minor review at 30-month intervals.

Develo) Land sis Tec ues with special reference to Sarawak

The concept of the development plan as a programme for planned development has now become firmly accepted.
The first simple plans were prepared in the immediate post=war years - Sarawak had a 1947-56 development plan -
but the real stimulus as far as S.E. Asia was concerned came in 1951, when the Consultative Committee of the Colombo

Plan first invited each country within the region to prepare a development programme.

As a result of this invitation in 1951 Sarawak undertook a revision of the 1947-56 plan to cover the period 1951-57.
Subsequently two further plans were prepared, the 1958-63 and the 1964-68 Sarawak Development Plans, each covering
the five-year period which now seems to have become standard. The Sarawak Development Plan 1964-68 was incorpo-
rated in the First Malaysia Plan 1966-70.

In the period since 1851 very considerable progress has been made in evolving planning techniques. The plins
prepared have changed from what night be termed simple shopping lists to broad economic plans, based on a careful
analysis of the national economy and development potential. The emphasis on economic planning naturally resulted
from the expressed reason for the original Colombo Plan request i.e. to clarify the needs of each country in terms of
external aid. The resulting plans have been essentially finance orientated; and they give relatively little attention to
the physical problems of implementing the proposals they make, or to the need for full co-ordination of development
programmes if the best value is to be obtained for every dollar spent.

The realisation that an economist can only decide what is economic when he knows what is physically possible
has been growing rapidly over the Jast few years. In Malaysia in 1965, the National Development Planning Committee
set up a Technical Sub~committee on Land Capability Classification to assess how best to evaluate the development
potential of land in terms of natural resources, and the Economic Planning Unit set up a Land Capability Classification
Section, headed by a Co-ordinator, to organise and implement the necessary studies. In Sarawak the importance of
thjstypedworkmmogﬂledmnthephnnins&cﬂmdthe Land and Survey Department was expanded to a Branch
on 1.1.1964, and a programme of mapping for development was commenced, *

*+ See Appendix 1: The Development Map Series commenced at this time were to supplement existing resource inventory
programmes. In the absence of this data comprehensive analysis was impossible.
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It has now been recognised throughout Malaysia that greater attentlon must be given to physical planning if econo-
mic targets are to be fully realised. To this end natural resource inventries are being compiled throughout Malaysia,
and analysis techniques, aimed at ensuring these resources are put to their best use, are being evolved. This paper is
concerned with a description and discussion of these techniques, in general terms for Malaysia as a whole, and more
specifically for the State of Sarawak.

Natural resource is a positive term, implying something which, in the light of current experience, is valuable.
1t is also one which is widely understood. Minerals, soils, forests are all natural resources of economic significance .
Hence the logic which calls for the mapping and recording of these resources is readily understood.

Natural resources are only one sector of a larger group of geographical factors which affect dovelopment, Topo=
graphy and climate are two such factors, not generally regarded as resources; but which nevertheless exercise a pro-
found influence. Population is another; dmwﬁmuunomm“mmmdnsnlm.mwmmm s
“labour supply”. Existing land use is one of the most important of all, illustrating the status quo, the starting point for
all future development works.

Any logical approach to physical planning will therefore require a careful survey of all geographical factors which
influence, or could influence development. It will also require that the survey be objective rather subjective, and that
the data which is collected be recorded in absolute terms rather than in current performance standards. It is true that
no such survey can be entirely objective; the establishment of priorities for detailed study requires that some value
judgements be made in the light of current experience. Nevertheless, the scientific approach should be maintained; the
basic surveys of Geographical factors should measure and record rather than interpret, For example a survey of min=
eral resources should record the oceurrence of mineral ores, and their richness or leanness; but not attempt to assess
the economic viability of exploiting the deposit. Similarly a forest inventory should record the actual existing timber
stand, rather than attémpt to assess which species, having regard to locality and communications, could be economically
extracted. A soil survey should normally classify soils into great soil groups and families with recognisable common
characteristics; and whilst, in the more precise classifications, * soil classification units are frequently closely related
to crop potential, this is not the primary object in view when the classification is established,

The reasons for an objective approach are fundamental to the whole concept of land analysis. Surveys of Geogra=
phical factors are expensive and, worse still, take a very considerable time. However, if recorded in absolute torms
the data does not change, or at best changes but slowly.** On the other hand the development of new techniques of
exploitation frequently give previously uneconomic resources a potential value; whilst price fluctuations, changes in
taste, or introduction of competing products can render a previously economically viable products valueless. It will
be seen from this that survey and record should be kept entirely separate from analysis and synthesis. Such an approach’
emphasises the place of survey in its broadest sense as the foundation on which the whole structure of land ana'ysis is
erected; for no amount of analysis will transform a poor resource survey into a good one. i

Lend Analysis Techniques - general

The object of land analysis is to establish in terms of current techniques and conditions, knowledge and experience,
the practical value of the geographical factors mapped by the various surveys. The picture of what is economically viabl
which is obtained is one which changes constantly. Thus the introduction of the cyanide process into gold mining made
many low grade ore deposits (and even tailings from former miner operations) economic to exploit. The interest ip
pepper planting declines when prices fall; and were the prices of white pepper to remain below $95/- per picul for an
extended period there is little doubt, other things being equal, that production in Sarawak would virtually cease. The
ehwhmmmlmmfmmmbhaﬂmdwon\hmdblukto&rkmrthhnﬁltnjmnhne |
siderably affected the economic viability of certain timber resources. Little need to be said about the effect on rubber
of the competition from the synthetic product. It is at the anslytical stage that such factors as new techniques, price
fluctuations, changes in taste or competition must be given their proper weight; and it is for these reasons that develop
plans must be regularly reviewed in order to keep up with changing world conditions and technological 1mwmmouu.'

If the maximum benefit is to be derived from land analyses it is essential that a systematic approach be adopted.
To facilitate this in Sarawak four levels of analysis have been distinguished, ranging from a simple subjective interpre=
u;;:: of one geographical factor or resource survey to an assessment of the effect of the complex inter-relationships
w exist between various geographical factors and the influence upon these of such economic factor trans :
and potential markets. i == 3 iy g

These levels are briefly described below:~

: o 'l‘l;l USDA (1960) Soll Classification: a comprehensive system: 7th approximation USDA Soil Conservation 3
** This is not true of population, (hence the need for decenial censuses of populati
" on) nor of existing land use. E
wur“nmuwmummmm; as new photography s taken it is lt:rmﬁsdand L
up . both enables pr s to be reviewed, o
dm brou:hh . g ogres and provides the most up to date



First Level Analysis

A first level analysis is one which expresses the data collected by the basic resource inventory in terms which are
meaningful in the light of current experience. In its simplest form land classes are described in purely subjective terms,
e.g., a soil may be categorised as being either suitable, marginal or unsuitable for agriculture; whilst in more advanced
forms the classification adopted may be expressed in precise quantitative terms. Nevertheless whatever the form, the
first level analysis is characteristically inward looking, seeking to clarify the implications of the data provided by one
geographical survey or resource inventory only. Such analyses are frequently included in the presentation of results of
surveys; but should never replace the scientific description,

West Malaysia: First level techniques have been widely used in West Malaysia. Many of the contributions to the Land
Capability Classification* (see page 100) by the resource survey departments fall into this category.

A summary of the classifications used in these first level analyses is given in Appendix II. From this it will be
seen that the Soil Suitability Classification is completely subjective, but with some attempt at precision; the Mineral
Resources Classification is semi-precise, defining a workable deposit of tin in quantitative terms; and that the Forest
Resource Classification is precise, using quantitative definitions for the boundaries of each class.

Sarawak: The need for systematic analysis of land potential was recognised in Sarawak when the preparation of the
Sarawak Development Plan 1964-68 was commenced. The plan itself was largely economic In content, and confined itself
to aims, intentions and aspirations, although certain physical possibilities, such as oil palm development in the Fourth
Division, were mentioned in general terms. This plan was backed up by Divisional Development Plans, which attempted
to set down the physical possibilities for development and which contained the first simple analyses of land.** The
Fourth Division plan identified "Tentative-areas suitable to marginal for agriculture", whilst the First Division Plan,
prepared somewhat later in December 1962, included the first Land Suitability Map, which identified the following six
classes of land:-

(1) Land Suitable for agriculture

(2) Land marginal to suitable for agriculture

(3) Land unsuitable to marginal for agriculture

(4) Land unsuitable for agriculture (deep peat)

(5) Land unsuitable for agriculture (other)

(6) Mixture of 1 and 5, where topography excludes some parts within a generally fertile area.

This classification is defined in subjective terms; but although it was largely related to soils criteria it recognised (see
class 6) the effects of topography. It should, then, probably be regarded as an embryo second level analysis.

At a somewhat later date the Soil Survey Division of the Department of Agriculture introduced the only precise
first level analysis which has yet been undertaken in S8arawak. The Terrain classification (see Appendix II) is a precise
quantitative first level analysis of the basic topographic survey. It has been widely used; both in its own right, and in
the preparation of analyses at the second level.

The only other first level analysis made so far is the Mineral Resources Series of development maps. This adopts
a subjective classification. There are no large surface deposits of useful minerals to compare with tin in West Malaysia,
although kaolinitic Clay and glass sand do occur, and bauxite has been mined in the past. The economic viability of these
deposits is not sufficiently well established to permit a more quantitative classification at the present time.

ond Level 8

A second level analysis may be defined as one which is concern  with the inter action or inter-relationships of two
or more geographical factors, and the impact of such interaction on development potential for one use or product. To
give a simple example one area may have a climate suitable for growing rice, but the wrong soils, another might have
suitable soil, with insufficient rainfall. Only when the two geographical factors of soil and climate are combined is there
a natural potential for rice growing.

Second level analyses in Malaysia are largely related to potential for agricultural purposes; but providing that the
basic resource inventories are adequately expressed in absolute terms there is no reason why such techniques should not
be applied to both forest and mineral resources. For example, suitability of land for opencast mining of bauxite might
depend both on the richness of the deposit, and on the depth of overburden. Similarly the value of a given stand of timber
might be related not only to the basal area of commercial species, but to the relative preponderance of valuable species.
Analyses which introduce factors such as this may well prove valuable in the future.

* The Land Capability Classification is a simple third level analysis. It is also being adopted by the State of Sabah.

** For a summary of the development of the Land Suitability Classification in Sarawak see Appendix IIT.
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Nevertheless, however applied, the context of the second level analysis is that it relates two or more geographical
factors in a more precise assessment of the development potential of an area for a particular use or product.

West Malaysia: As far as has been discovered second level techniques have not been widely used in West Malaysia. A
recent example, which relates to land suitability for growing oil palm is given in Appendix II.* It will be seen from this
that the classification is based on both soil and terrain factors. However, it is interesting to note that in the discussion
on the paper in which the classification was made the beneficial effects of a regular rainfall are noted, raising yields on
certain marginal land to levels more normally associated with suitable soil and terrain conditions, This emphasises

the need for introducing climatic factors into the analysis, and suggests that studies of climate would pay worthwhile
dividends.

Sarawak: A number of second level techniques have been evolved in assessing suitability of land for agriculture in
Sarawak. Of these the more widely used for general purposes is the Land Suitability Classification adopted by the Planning
Branch of the Land & Survey Department, which was evolved with the continued advice and assistance of the Soils Survey
Division of the Department of Agriculture. Appendix IV traces the development of the classification from its origins at

the first level of analysis to the present day. Initially only terrain and soil factors were combined in this analysis, but
recently a further factor, drainage, has been introduced to give a more complete picture of conditions as they exist,

Table I in Appendix IV sets out the relationship between soil families, terrain and land suitability classes.

A more elaborate form of second level analysis of land suitability for agriculture was introduced in Septe mber 1966
by Andriesse in Soil Survey Report No.94, The Sebangan-Simunjan-Batang Krang Area (see Appendix V). In this report
he describes and uses a system of land rating which recognises four degrees of difficulty in bringing land under cultiva-
tion, and relates these in sub-categories to problems of soil, terrain and drainage, or combinations thereof,

More recently in December 1967 in Soil Survey Report No.113, The Tanjong Jol Area, Scott introduced a classi-
fication of land suitability for flood plain and constal areas (see Appendix V). This recognises five main drainage classes,
and divides each class (with the exception of Class DV which is accorded little or no development potential at this time)
into two sub-categories based on soil or sub-soil,

Both of these classifications are extremely valuable in that they attempt to assess the potential for improvement.
Such information is of the greatest value in detailed studies at higher level where factors related to potential alternative
uses, and the effect of economic factors are introduced,

Third Level Analysis

Third level analysis attempts to assess the relative value of various possible land uses, and to allocate land accord-
ingly, either in space, time, or both. Such analyses will usually be based on a combination, or sleving out, of factors
brought out by analyses at the first or second level, or both, As yet no attempt has been made to formally differentiate
between different grades of third level analysis, although clearly those which depend on information derived by second
level techniques will usually be of greater value than those derived from first.

West Malaysia: The Land Capability Classification used in West Malaysia is a first class example of an analysis at this
level. It attempts to establish what might be called, in valuation terms, land's highest and best use; and allocates it
accordingly in a simple classification (see Appendix VI), In third level terms it is a simple analysis, relying entirely on
information derived by first level techniques, Nevertheless it has already proved its worth in many ways, e.g.

(i) by demonstrating that large areas of potentially valuable First Class agricultural land
were being reserved for permanent forest estate,

(ii) by redtwhguwnkelmmddnbmh!dwﬂmmmlnm
dewlopadfortlnminingmﬂm near future. s be

The classification, which is also being adopted in Sabah, is clearly an extremely useful tool in development planning.

Sarawak: In Sarawak reconnaissance studies at the Third level have just been ¢

ommenced Appendix b
at this third level, however, the Land Capability Classification has not been adopted as it l:'::lt that the msif;:i:;m““
which was derived for West Malaysia, is much less applicable in Sarawak, where problems tend to be related to land \
tenure and the shortage of State land suitable for agriculture rather than o, foting
and forestry interests, o tee L

The established first objects of the Sarawak analysis were to:-

(1) locate areas of above average agricultural potential which
were under primary forest
establishing priorities for exploitation of timber, and for locating
projects; =

* This table is extracted from "Soil suitability for oil palms fn West Malaysia"

Malaysian Oil Palm Conference, 1968, by Ng Siew Kee; Proceedings of First



2) :ﬁm th::ehax':.si;d of land at present farmed only for hill padi and held by Natives under native customary
nure which wi produce the greatest return for investment in terms of agricultural diversification and
agricultural intensification (i.e., replacement of shifting cultivation by settled cultivation);

(3) relate these areas to the distribution of population in order to establish in which there is likely to be the
greatest pressure for development;

(4) select on the basis of these criteria tentative development blocks for detailed'study with a view to producing
a Regional Plan for each, and to select the order in which these studies should be undertaken; and

(5) present the findings of the analysis in a form which could be readily understood by non-technical personnel
(i.e. the ultimate decision-takers).

With these objects in view a sieve* of the whole State (except the remoter areas of Third and Fourth Divisions) was
made, eliminating land in Suitability Classes III to VI inclusive, developed land, and indicating those areas which were
farmed by Natives under shifting cultivation, The areas thus isolated were plotted using the Distribution of Population
Map (Sarawak Series 18(P)) as a base map. A reduced version of this map is given at Figure I, which also shows the
eleven tentative development blocks which have been selected.

A second third level analysis has been made which related existing forest cover to Land Suitability. This has been
prepared to provide data for the United Nations Speeial Fund F.A.O. team which is to survey the hill forest resources of
Sarawak and make recommendations as to their future exploitation, This is, in fact, a very simple kind of third level
analysis, as the forest survey does not as yet indicate the quality of the forests, but only their type. Nevertheless when
supplemented by the full forest resource inventory it will enable meaningful decisions to be taken regarding the future
extent of the permanent forest estate.

Fourth 1 sis

A fourth level analysis is one which introduces such economic factors as market price, transport costs and pro-
ximity to markets into analysis of land i.e. to adopt an urban term, it attempts, by introducing economic factors, to
assess the ripeness for development of any area of land for any particular purpose.

As far as is known, no fourth level techniques have been used in Malaysia as yet, although land analyses which do
not take these factors into account are clearly of reduced value. In Sarawak there are many obvious examples of economic
forces at work e.g. despite favourable physical conditions temperate vegetables are not grown in the Kelabit highlands
because transportation costs to potential markets by light aircraft are too great. In contrast Triboh family soils are
intensively developed around Kuching. The Soil Survey Division reports that "Triboh Soils are coarse textured, chemi-
cally poor and expensive to farm. These soils are only intensively used around Kuching where, through incorporation
of much organic matter such as dung, vegetable production is economically possible".** In other words, the economic
advantages of proximity to market outweigh the expense of soil improvements. In fact, because of this it may well be
possible to make a case for releasing certain areas of forest reserve which have Triboh soils, and are in close proximity
to Kuching, for vegetable production.

Before fourth level analysis technigues can be used in Sarawak careful investigation will be necessary. It is possi-
ble that the U.N. Transportation Survey Team at present working in Malaysia will provide useful information. Bonney's
paper "The Relation between Road Transportation & Rural Development in North Borneo'*** gives a number of pointers
but his conclusions do not appear to have been used to any great extent.

oweve sary techniques have been evolved, it is possible to envisage how the results could
be use?i. A n:-'ste :::ubl:tmdmbeﬁe:azlmnt of ripeness for development in relationship to existing conditions; but
it would also be possible to evaluate the changes which might be brought about by a new road, or a new port. For example,
the construction of a new port at Kuala Baram in Sarawak might reduce the F.O.B. price of Palm Oil (compared to
using the port at Muara in Brunei) by $25/- per ton, due to savings in lorry transport, This would have a definite effect
on the economic viability of oil palm in certain areas of the Fourth Division of Sarawak. s;mum—ly t,h:reﬁ:?ctg of road
improvements, to permit bigger units and reduce transport costs per ton could be assessed in terms of effect on land
potential. The prospects for using this type of study seem very wide.

Conclusions

It must by now be clear that a land analysis 18 only acourate &t the time o ciniefin e
must be distinguished from resource surveys which must record data in a scientific ma.;mer. :lnpreju ?ﬁ;h:: ar as
possible, by subjective judgements. In this way the basic data, which changes but slowly, is always av for re-

analysis in the light of new conditions.

. See Appendix VII for the classification used.

.2 by the Soil Survey Staff, Research Branch, Department
o A Classification of Sarawak Soils, Technical Paper No.2 by

of Agriculture, Sarawak.

Planning Summer 8chool, Overseas Section 1963,
+**  RPS Bonney B. SC., Proceedings of the Town & Country ;



1t is generally true to say that the-higher the level of the analysis, the greater is the number of factors involved,
and the more prone is the analysis to be affected by change. There is hence a case for a process of continuous analysis,
and for plan revision as and when warranted by the need to take advantage of economic changes, evolving techniques and
changing demands, rather than at any set time interval. Planning in Malaysia seems to be moving in this direction:
the mid term revision of the First Malaysia Plan 1966-70 requires a first appraisal of development proposals for the
first half of the 1971-75 plan be made so that in practice the development plan eventually will become a rolling programme
with a major review every five years, and a minor review every 2} years. This is probably the greatest degree of flexi-
bility that can be attained, or is even desirable. Plan revision (as opposed to updating) should not be undertaken lightly;
and radical changes in physical targets should only be considered when etonomic projections* show well established long
term trends. Decisions relating to proposed land use taken as a result of a fourth level analysis should not be rescinded
on the basis of short term price fluctuations.

In Malaysia generally, and certainly in Sarawak, there is a need for more basic surveys. It is true that compared
with many, if not the majority, of developing countries progress in mapping natural resources has been rapid; but clima-
tic and hydrological investigations have probably not been given sufficient weight, and hence their potential influence on
development tends to be neglected. Similarly very considerable progress has been made in the field of land analysis;
but there is still a great deal to be done, both in evolving and refining techniques, and in ensuring that the findings of such
analyses are used when development plans are framed.

The development plan has come a long way since the first "'Colombo Plan" models were produced. It progressed
first from a shopping list to an Economic Plan, and is now in process of becoming physically orientated; or to put it
bluntly, of getting both feet on the ground. There is no doubt that development planners at all levels are becoming in-
creasingly conscious of the need to assess the physical practicability of what is economically desirable. The importance
of Land Analysis, and of Land Analysis techniques, in such circumstances can hardly be over-emphasised,

* Even the best documented economic projection is unreliable nough words
"Economic forecasting, like weather forecasting in England e oy b o
it is sheer guesswork." (Facts from Figures, revised 1965'}

Statistician M.J. Moroney:-
is only valid for the next six hours or s0. Beyond thit

ki)




APPENDIX I

Geographical eys and Natural Resource Inventories in Sara

Data is available from the following sources:-

Geology
(i)  Geological Memoirs with illustrative maps at 1:125, 000 or 1:250, 000 covering the whole state.

(ii) Geological Reports, with illustrative maps covering selected areas of especial interest. Coverage by such reports
is being steadily expanded,

(i1i) Annual Reports of the Geological Survey Department, which include detailed studies of specific mineral resources.
(iv) 1:250,000 Geological Map, at present being compiled (see Mapping for Development).

Soils

(i) Reports of the Soil Survey Division of the Department of Agriculture.

(i) 1:250,000 Reconnaissance Soils Map of Sarawak (see Mapping for Development).

(iii) 1:500,000 Generalised Soils Map.

Forests

(i) Forest inventories undertaken by the Forestry Department. These have been completed for the swamp forests,
and a start has been made on the hill forests.

Hydrology

(i) Sarawak Hydrological year books.

Climate

(i) Monthly Abstracts of Meteorological Observations for Malaya, Singapore, Sarawak and Sabah.

(ii) Daily meteorological returns retained by the Director of Civil Aviation.

Mapping for Development

The Land and Survey Department programme of mapping for development has produced six Development Map Series
to date, at a scale of 1:250,000, all on the same base map. These are:-

(i) Land Suitability*: Sarawak Series 17(P).

(ii) Population: Sarawak Series 18(P) and 18.

(iii) Land Classification; Sarawak Series 19(P).

(iv) Land Alienation: Sarawak Series 20(P).

wv) Mineral Resources*; Sarawak Series 21(P) and 21.
(vi) Land Use: Sarawnk Series 22(P) and 22.

. The plain numbered Series will

The (P) Series are preliminary series based on the Sarawak Series 14 base map
be printed on)t.he most recently revised base map; Series T503 (New Specifications). These series are described ina
boaklet '"Mapping for Development" which is published by the Land and Survey Dep. rtment. In addition the Soil Survey
mmimmwwm;pmmmmmpdmmmsmmm.andtheuedouanlmym

in hand the compilation of the 1:250, 000 Geological Map.

. Thmtwoummmmwmmmmmmmw. In fact the Mineral Resources Series and
the hﬂwmmmmmlndmmﬂwmhﬂlm.



APPENDIX II

First Level Analyses: West Malaysia

(i) Soil suitability classified as follows:-
(1) Soils with no limitations to agricultural development.
(2) Soils with few minor limitations to agricultural development.
(3) Soils with at least one gserious limitation to agricultural development.
(4) Soils with more than one serious limitation to agricultural development.
(5) Soils with at least one very serious limitation to agricultural development.

(ii) Mineral Resources classified as follows:-

(1) Current Mining Land
Land covered by current mining leases.

(2) Pote M
Land shown by prospecting results to contain more than 0.2 kati of cassiterite per cublc yard, or workable surface
deposits of other minerals, e.g. iron-ore.

(3) Prospecting Reserve
Flat land, possessing a significant mineral potential, which may be allocated for other short-term uses until
adequately definitive prospecting has been completed.

(4) Poss Mi
Land for which present evidence indicates a possible mineral potential but which needs to be more thoroughly
examined before commercial development can take place; or unprospected areas which on geological evidence
might contain a mineral potential; or unknown areas.

(5) Non-Mining Land
Land which has been prospected and shown to have no mineral potential, or which on geological evidence is unlikely
to have any potential.

(iii) Fprest Resources classified as follows:~ ‘

(1) Highly productive forest with a basal area of commercial species of at least 50 square feet, or an appraximate
equivalence of at least 25 tons of round timber per acre.

(2) Productive forest with a basal area of commercial species between 36 and 50 square feet, or an approximate
equivalence of 15 to 25 tons of round timber per acre.

(3) Marginal forest with a basal area of commercial species between 20 and 35 square feet, or an approximate
equivalence of 10 to 15 tons of round timber per acre.

(4) Unproductive forest with a basal area of commercial species below 20 square feet or an approximate equivalence
of less than 10 tons of round timber per acre.

First Level Analyses; Sarawak
(i) Terrain Classes defined as follows:-

KEY OF TERRAIN UNITS

AMPLITUDE  OF RELIEF

—
=4

IN  DEGREES

SLOPES




(ii) Mineral Resources classified as follows:~

MINERAL OCCURRENCES

Ashestos Gravel
Aluminium Mercury
Gold Dolomite
Coal Manganese
Limestone Nickel
Chromium Phosphate
Copper Lead
Kaolinitic Clay Antimony
Iron Glass sand

STATUS AND TYPE OF DEPOSITS OR OCCURRENCES

Mine(s)

Mine(s) disused

Oilfield

Deposit with proved reserves

Prospect unevaluated

Other occurrences

Principal quarry

Suggested quarry site for Sarawak trank road
Principal gravel pit

Borehole with oil indications

CONSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL

Limestone hills sources of roadstone;
concrete aggregate; cement-making material;
lime.

Igneous rocks; sources of roadstone;
concrete aggregate

MINING DISTRICT

Mining Leases
Potential and possible mining land

Example of Second Level sis from We ia Soil suitability for oil palms (Ng Siew Kee 1967)*
Table 1 : Major criteria used in assessing soil suitability for oil palms.
Pr Grade
g/ Favourable Marginal Unfavourable
0 5]
Terrain <12 12 - 20 >20
Effective soil depth in Te=
lation to impenetrable sub= =30 in. 15-30 in. <15 in.
soil layer or permanent
watertable
Texture loam or heavier sandy loam loamy sand or sand
iste strongly developed, moderately weak or and extremely
Structure and consistency ooy gl reniER Ao
rately firm firm
2 fragmental 6-12 fragmental >12 in. thick
— a in, thick or massive
pH 4.0 -6.0 3.2 -4.0 <3.2
i >5 ft.
Peat layer (thickness) 0-2ft. 2 -5 ft.
Permeability moderate rapid or slow | very rapid or very slow

st Malaysia by Ng Siew Kee; Proceedings of the First Malaysia

« Soil Suitability for oil palm in We
gy 0l Palm Conference 1968.



Table 2 : Soil classification based on the criteria of suitability.

Classification

Criteria

Highly suitable

Moderately suitable

Marginal

Unsuitable

Soils possessing all scheduled properties
within favourable grade.

Soils possessing not more than two properties
in marginal grade.

Three or more properties under marginal
grade plus one property in unfavourable
grade.

Two or more properties under unfavourable
grade.




APPENDIX 1V

The devel nt of the Land Suitability Classification in Sarawak

Land Suitability Classification as used by the Planning Branch of the Land & Survey Department has been deve-
loped from very simple beginnings in 1961, It is a general purpose classification, and in its present form represents
a compromise between the need for precision and the desire to keep the classification as simple as possible. The
stages in development of the classification were as follows:~

| F
Class 1
Class 2

i, First
Class 1
Class 2

Class 3 :
Class 4 :

Class §
Class 6

mI. st
Class 1

.
H
.
H
.
.
H
.
.
.
.

.
b

ision Development P! sification (1961
Tentative areas suitable to marginal for agriculture.
Other areas

vision el nt Plan sification (1962

Land suitable for agriculture

Land marginal to suitable for agriculture

Land unsuitable to marginal for agriculture

Land unsuitable for agriculture (deep peat)

Land unsuitable for agriculture (other)

Mixture of 1 and 5, where topography excludes some parts within a generally fertile area.

sification for 1:250, 000 Land Suitab Series wak Series 17TP 964
Flat to gently undulating terrain (slopes less than 59) with soil of no or few limitations.
Suitable for agriculture. Risk of flooding may exist.

Class I Gently undulating to moderately dissected hilly terrain with slopes less than 20° (including

some hills less than 50 feet high with some slopes between 20 to 35°. Soil with no or few
limitations. Suitable for agriculture; but soil conservation measures needed on the steeper

slopes.

Class 111 Flat to hilly terrain (slopes less than 20°) with soil with several limitations.

Marginally suitable for agriculture due to adverse soil factors. Expensive soil improvements
needed. :

Class IV Strongly dissected terrain with slopes generally between 20° to 35%. Soil with no or few

limitations.
Marginally suitable for agriculture owing to extreme danger of erosion. Very expensive soil
conservation measures required.

Class V  Flat to gently undulating with severe soil limitations (mainly mangrove, nipah and peat swamp

areas).
Not suitable for agriculture at present owing to adverse soil factors.

Class VI Rugged country with slopes exceeding 350 in general; or with slopes of less than 357 occupied

with soil with severe limitations.
Unsuitable for agriculture.

Second Classification for 1:250, 000 Land Suitab Series (Sarawak Series 17P) (1968)

Class Definition Suitability for Agriculture

1 Slopes less than 5 (flat to gently Suitable - risk of flooding may exist.
undulating terrain); soil with no
or minor limitations.

o Slopes 5° - 20° (gently undulating) Suitable - soil conservation measures
to moderately dissected hilly terrain) | necessary on steeper slopes.
including some hills legs than 50' high
with some slopes of 20° - 35%; soil
with no or minor limitations.

i Slopes less than 59 with moderate soil | Expensive goil and/or drainage improve-
and/or drainage limitations ments needed

il Slopes 52 - 20° with moderate soil Expensive soil improvements needed
limitations

v Slopes 20° - 35° (strongly dissected Danger of erosion; expensive soil con-
terrain); soils with few or minor servation measures required
limitations

v Slopes less than 5° with severe soil | Very expensive soil and/or drainage
and/or drainage limitations improvements needed

Vi Slopes exceeding 359 (rugged country) Unsuitable for agriculture
aralopudhcsmu"withmere
soil limitations

83



Sarawak Series 17(P) is a reconnaissance series based on the best material available, at the worst relying on
thelzzso,moaocmuumsoﬂ&wveympmdm pi\otomwmu(urrm. The series is subject to regular
revision as better material, both in the form of contoured maps (either the T.735 Series at 1:50,000, or the Land &
Survey namcmm'smmmgumo.ooo)m/um-wwbwmwm. To facilitate interpretati
of the soils data a table (see Table 1), mm-mmwymnrmd-wmummmcmu., has
been compiled and this enables revision to be Wbyshﬂdﬂnhnldhoml assistant. Drainage, the thip
factor to be taken into account, mmmuaoﬂmnﬁolﬂmlndthoﬂmmwtwosw-o ;
aandb. nmubunummwmmmmmnmv.




Table 1 LAND SUITABILITY (AGRICULTURAL) CLASSES

Terrain 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Categorise

Flat Land. | Land with | Land with | Land with | Land with Land with | Land with
No appre- | slope not | slope not slopes of | slopes of | slopes of | slopes of | Land with
ciable 10° 20° 10-35° | 10-20° | 20-35° | 20-35° | slopes of
soil amplitude | amplitude | amplitude amplitude | amplitude | amplitude amplitude 35°
family /series of velief | of relief |of relief | of relief of relief | of relief | of relief
up to 150 150" 50 50-150" 50-150" 150"
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APPENDIX V

cial Pur e second level analysis of land 8 ility for .

(i) Land Rating (Andriesse 1966)**

Categories M%W—!'
(limiting factors)

Category 1 a =~ drainage
Category I b - soil
Category I ¢ - topography
Category IV

THE RATING OF LAND INTO CATEGORIES 18 BASED ON THE INCREASING AMOUNT
OF EFFORT, TIME AND EXPENSE NEEDED TO REMOVE MAIN LIMITATIONS FOR
AGRICULTURAL USE A8 INDICATED BY THE SUB-CATEGORIES.

CATEGORY IV REPRESENTS LAND OF THE LOWEST VALUE IN SARAWAK.

(i1) (Scott 1967)***
QM D.1 : NO Q&IMGE IMPROVEMENT REQUIRED
Q&Bﬂ D,IA

Definition: Land on which a wide range of crops can be grown with little improvement. Minor fertility probloms.
Possible minor drainage problems. Possible intermittent flooding hazard,

Soil families: MALANG. SEDUAU.

Recommended use: Coconut or oil palm (but where mramlmavuhhblwmouurmtmhhndubut
reserved for fruit trees, vegetables, etc.)

CLASS D,IB
Definition: Land on which a limited range of crops can be grown at present. No drainage problems. Moderate
fertility problems. All problems easily rectified.

Soil families: KABONG. SEMATAN,

Recommended use: Coconut.

CLASS D 3 NOR DRAINAG! PROVEMENT D
CLASS D.IIA
. Land on which wet padi can be grown at present. If drainage improved a wider range of crops is

Definition;
possible. Minor fertility problems. Only minor drainage improvement necessary but for large-scale developme
Government assistance required in most areas. - 1 -

Soil families: BWAT. SEBANDI. MUKAH (10-20 inches peat). PENDAM. JOL.

Coconut or oil palm.

D.IIB
Definition: As for Class D.IIB but fertility problems moderate to great.

Soil families: TATAU. MATU. NONOK. KAYAN. IGAN (10-20 inches peat).

D

Dt d;-l:nd not r;o:mm for agriculture without prior improvement of drainage conditions. Where areas
wj.):mm. mmu » :.: .mmldun only be rectified through a major drainage s heme (although where small areas of
dominantly Class D.1I land the entire area can appropriately be considered as the

latter for the purpose of planning improvements
improvement. % fertility problems. Suitable for a range of crops following

L]
%

Combinations of sub-categories for land with more than one main limitation are possible

Soil Survey Report No. 94, "The Sebangan, Si
M . Simunjan, Batang "
e#* Soil Survey Report No. 113, "The Tanjong Jol Area” by I. M. ':“‘;::‘ by J. P. Andriesse 1966.
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Soil families: MUKAH (20-40 inches peat) ANDERSON 1 (40-60 inches peat; where underlain by sand).
Rec ommended use after improvement: Coconut,
CLASS D,IV_: MAJOR DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT REQUIRED

Definition: Land in which the drainage problems are so great that no agricultural use can be considered unless a
regional drainage scheme can be undertaken (and in many areas such a scheme is known to be impracticable).
Where small areas of this class occur in an area of dominantly Class I land the entire area can be considered as

the latter for the purpose of planning development. Only long-term benefits can be expected from this portion of
of the area, however.

Soil families: ANDERSON 1 (60-80 inches peat). ANDERSON 2. ANDERSON 3.

Recommended use after improvement: Where peat is underlain by clay, as for Class D.IMA. Where peat is
underlaid by sand, as for Class D.IIB. it

CLASS DV, : D AGE RE MENT U D

Definition; Land in which drainage and salinity problems are so great that large-scale improvements would be
extremely expensive. It is considered, however, that the agricultural returns from such land are likely to be
sufficiently high to justify the cost of such improvements. Such land cannot at present be considered for deve-
lopment where the acreage is large unless a regional drainage improvement scheme can be provided. However,
where the acreage is small and adjoins large areas of Clags D.IIB land it should be rated as Class D.TI land also
and included in any drainage improvement scheme planned for the adjacent area.

Soil families: RAJANG.
Recommended use after improvement: There is insufficient data for recommendations to be made, but this land is
likely to be appropriate for coconut, oil palm or wet rice after drainage and leaching of salts.

APPENDIX VI

'., 'LI.." \nalyses

Land Capability Classification (Scale 1:63,360) ,

Class 1 Land possessing a high potential for mineral development and therefore best suited
to mining.
Class 11 Lgndpoaseumssmp:pwenﬁallaagﬁculﬂn‘ldnelopmentwlthamdenngad

crops and therefore best suited to agricultural diversification.

Class III Land possessing a moderate potential for agricultural development with a restricted
range of crops and therefore best suited to agricultural development with crops having

a wide range of soil tolerance.
Land possessing a potential for productive forest development and therefore best suited

Class IV
to commercial timber exploitation.
Class V Land possessing little or no mineral, agricultural, or forest development potential but

development as protective reserves for conservation, water catchment,
;:mhm ‘13 a.li?ritim-o:“: reation, or similar purpose, or possibly suitable in the future for

productive forest plantations with introduced species.



APPENDIX VI
ird 1 ses - Sar
Sarawak Land Potential
Study 1; Sieve-Agricultural potential.

The following factors were sieved out:-

Settled cultivation and urban areas dark violet
Land suitability Classes V and VI light violet
Land suitability Class IV yellow
Land Suitability Class III green
Shifting cultivation red hatch

This left all Land Suitability Classes lndtlwuehmunhrwturytmﬂwhh. and all of Land Suitability
Classes I and Il which are under shifting cultivation white with a red cross hatch.

Study II: Tentative Development Blocks
This study shows undeveloped land most suitable for agriculture, related to population and roadstone deposits.

Land Suitability Classes 1 and II under primary forest green

Land Suitability Classes I and II under shifting cultivation yellow

Quarries or potential quarries red dots

Roadstone deposits brown border

Base Map 1:250, 000 Population Sarawak Series 1

On the basis of this study eleven tentative Development Blocks have been identified for further study (see Map).
Study I1l: Permanent Forest Estate
This study relates primary forest to land suitability classes:
Kerangas Forest - light brown
Mangrove Forest = blue

Other Primary Forest
Land Suitability Classes I and I -

yellow
Land Suitability Classes III and IV - light green
Land Suitability Classes V and VI - dark green
Forest Reserves - red border

All Kerangas* forest is on Class VI land. As a result of the new drainage requirement and development pote

classification some of the land unde
gt it . fol.low::.mm forest formerly in Class V will be upgraded to Class Mia. This study

Mangrove Forest
Land Suitability Class lia - light blue
Land Suitability Class V - dark blue

This study will be used in conjunction with the forest
duce recommendations for the future permanent fore :t .o ml'“ to be made by the U.N.8.F./F.A.O, team t0

* Kerangas forest is {orest of simple botanic -
e.g Kapor; but a low tonnage yield per m:i.’mm T TR W bon sumisatsial Woy




Study IV: Permanent Forest Estate

This study identifies land of agricultural potential with existing forest reserves, and relates this to existing and
proposed roads to establish priorities for soil surveys.

Forest Reserves - green border
Land Suitability Classes I, Il & III - yellow

Land Suitability Classes IV, V & VI - blue
Existing roads - thick red

Roads under construction

thick broken red.

Ashworth: I would like to reinforce your argument in favour of not to introduce too many factors into a Land Capa-
bility Classification. However, 1am a bit worried about you introducing the transport factor in such
a classification.

To introduce location and economics into a capability classification is in my opinion prejudging the issue.
Land capability is an inherent characteristic and does not depend on its location. I think the economic
evaluation comes after the land capability classification.

Gwilliam: 1 would entirely agree with your last remark, It does come after the land capability classification and
that is why we introduce it at the fourth level of analysis.

Nevertheless, I am sure that in considering land potential, nwhere it is" is as important, or nearly so,
as "what it is", and this fact must be brought out in the evaluation. At any point in time transport costs
can be obtained and their effect assessed. I take your point that if factors are variable the situation
must be re-assessed continuously.

Ashworh: To introduce economics into a classification confuses the issue and eliminates choice.
Moormann: Evaluation of land after soil surveying can be done in three phases:
a) determination of the 'stable ' land characteristics e.g. soils, mining, forest, etc. (Inventory).

b) land capability classification indicating the quality of the land for any or all purposes (Soil Survey
interpretation).

¢) land use planning e.g. proposing the best Jand use under the present (or future) economics and social
conditions.

Gwilliam: We recognise these three phases in Sarawak and are using them. The point 1 would like to emphasise is
that the analysis should not replace the scientific record but should be supplementary to it.

Andriesse: These arguments are not from this day. As 1 see it they mainly arise from the fact that there t;; lot
of confusion on how to differentiate between types of classification and how to name then'n.f According
to the original definition of Land Capability Classification, and 1 think the U.S. were the first to use

this term, it should not be based on economic factors and should be of use for long term planning. ﬁ;ny
such classification considering present economic conditions and crops should not be termed as such but

ather perhaps: Suggested Land Use or land use planning, which is done on values of the present day.
T $
ty classification which is of value

Gwill make it is not possible to have a capabili
o o g e yhvalm:; in, say, 25 years. As an example, 1 may quote the West Malaysian

mm& cl.aau:::atim which is very much based on present day economic values (e.g. mining land).
Andriesse's point proves that the West Malaysian land capability classification is not a
" :q;b:;ifylycm;uﬁm slleth;:k thatp:spahmty classifications must be based on measureable factors
a . A
which are basically unchanged in time.
sources should remain strictly of that resource and that where

3 of crops,
rpret his data in terms of suitability for a crop, or group

e.g. a soil surveyor f;ﬁd'mtims?m treated as such. Thus any report might contain two maps -
this should be recogn and the other stating the present-time interpretation of the resource data. All
one mapping the rtmou.x"i“!;lmr lassifications are analytical, and eventually must change in the light of new
interpretations and capab ness in the initial resource mapping; without this, many

for scientific rigourous
::I:et:::t. :::::oemﬁmmwus will need to be repeated in six - ten years time.

Roberts: I would like to stress that the mapping of re
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METHODOLOGY OF THE PRESENT LAND USE SURVEY OF WEST MALAYSIA
by
R. D. Donaldson

Colombo Plan Land Use Co-ordinator,
Department of Agriculture, West Malaysia.

Introduction

Throughout the world, resource surveys are prompted by growing pressures of population on the land and with the
realisation that solutions can only be found by the complete development of the resources available. Lands presently
unproductive must be brought under the plough and the land use in areas of older settlement must be intensified or
changed.

The aim of a Land Use Survey is to present, in some form or other, a picture of existing land utilisation. The
method of execution and the form of presentation depends on the scope of the Survey, the degree of accuracy required,
and the basic materials available. The usual end-products are a cartographical display and/or an area account of
existing utilisation.

The word "present" often qualifies this type of survéy and places emphasis on the status quo nature of the informa
tion. The value of "present information decreases with time and the use of this word also means that the importance
of producing information in a speedy fashion is realised.

Up till now in West Malaysia the best cartographical display of land use has been contained in the National Topo-
graphical Mapping Series and from State maps at smaller scales depicting land alienation. The information obtainable
from this mapping is undetailed, often out-of~date, and in many places misleading (land alienation often bearing no
relationship to actual use). Acreage statistics of major crops and some land use sub-categories are obtainable from
various Government Departments, but the validity and accuracy of such acreages are dependent on the survey methods
employed with the result that values are not always completely accurate. Also it is often difficult to relate such re-
sults to specific geographical locations.

The Present Land Use Survey attempts to produce a complete, quick and accurate picture of land use both car-
tographically and statistically, so that a complete account of all significant forms of land utilisation are given and dis-
played for every Mukim, District and State in the Country. The Planner can thus be supplied with a complete statisti-
cal inventory of the present land use, popwmmpmdmmmmummdﬂnnwm@m
formulation of development plans is facilitated, Large and small scale mapping combined with acreages listed for all
political units ensures the comprehensive supply of "bench mar " media both for the Local and National Planner.

The tangible end-products of the Survey are:~

a) Present Land Use Mapping (1966) at a scale of 1:25,000

b) " " " " " "o " " 1:250,000

¢) Acreage statistics of all land use sub-categories.

Malaysian Agriculturists and Planners have realised for some time the need for such information, but it was not
until the drawing up of the First Malaysia Plan that the requirement was crystallised into action, Under the Colombo
Plan, the Canadian Government was requested to conduct a resource type survey over West Malaysia, which from a
land use point of view, would entail the supply of medium scale aerial photography and the execution of a Present Land

The Canadian Government contracted Lockwood Survey Corporation of Toronto to conduct this Survey and Canadian
aircrew and aircraft commenced the aerial photographic phase in early 1966, Aerial photography at the scale of
1:25, 000 was taken of the entire area of West Malaysia by early 1967 and the Present Land Use Survey could then

commenced.
Methodology

An understanding of the methodology can best be obtained by briefly describing the four distinct and interlocking
phases of the Survey.

stereoscopically inspected and interpreted by the application of a land use classification le-
Aerial photograpty o la:l.y ::e.m as the one recommended by the Commission on World Land Use Survey

ne but scaled to fit the National topographic mapping base of 1:25,000, On this photography land
t:-:mmr-czﬁ. ﬁ;emnded by inked lines and this photography becomes a permanent record of the Survey. This
classification legend is included as Appendix A.

9
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The interpreted scaled photography is keyed to the transparent compilation bases of the 1:25,000 National mapping
nermlnndthnhndmﬂormuonutmcedmtonmucrlpt on stable film. At this stage a certain amount of
plan.lmetﬂcdmﬂandalllocnlpuummlbmndaﬂeamnddndtohpﬂlhﬁafuﬂrsﬂeldnﬂoﬂnﬁmdﬁolm mapping.

The manuscript is the basis for both the final phase of fair-drawing and area measurement,

On each 1:25,000 land use manuscript an acreage count i8 made for each sub-category and these acreages are
tabulated by Mukims. At this stage a valuable control check is obtained as the cumulative acreage of a great number
dumllnb-nmmwmubﬂmlyequﬂthudmwhlwum of the gridded sheet,

m;mmmmmmmpmmmcrlurumnumhhwem.mmw-
stract of land use acreages where all acreages are listed under Mukims. From this abstract a separate District
WdehcmﬂHtwemhmm.mwmmmmmmummn
mwdﬂuhndmcmmnddmmm-lntnawhda. The total agricultural acreage is given and pre-
mﬂunpormdﬂ-mmmwm-wmesm-mun-MMdmd ;
land and of the District as a whole, Amdlﬂdmwmwmm!whhﬂuhwﬂcﬁhu
paper) follows substantially the same outline as the District, Summary with the combined State Land use acreage and
mmuwlhhdumuuthmtwwcompmnmm.

uumwmnmwmmdemmum. The "whole" has been
obtained by inspection and classification of the entirety. Regardless of the limitations imposed by the aerial photogra=
phic method, umommmmmmammumwdpmmumuu. as far as the major
crops are concerned, the results can be considered as those of an accurate crop survey.

Fairdrawing:

Land use mapptnsltsmlhdl:ﬂi.mubeh‘mmdtwmlMemmmwh National
1:25,000 Mapping series. Seven hundred and twenty eight sheets make up this coverage, but it is estimated that about
one hundred and thirty of the sheets contain nothing but forest and will therefore not justify being published. 8o roughly
six hundréd sheets similar to Map A of the Appendix will be produced, i

The final map sheet is compiled by a fairdrawn tracing of the manuscript on stable film (Durafilm). This is the
final record from which printed maps or dyeline copies can be made; these may then be hand coloured by the user
according to a recognised colour system suggested by the Commission on World Land Use. Inview of the anticipated
limited market, the cost of publishing a printed colour series at this scale is not considered.

A printed cofoured land use map series at a scale of 1:250, 000 conforming to the national mapping series at that
scale will be published, Fourteen sheets cover the country and it is considered that land use mapping at this scale
would be useful as an overall picture of the present condition as well as an aid in regional planning.



APPENDIX A

THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION LEGEND OF WEST MALAYSIA

Introduction

The Land Use classification, developed for West Malaysia, is one hnsed on the format presented by the Commission
on World Land Use Survey for international application. It has been modified to more precisely meet the requirements
of Land Use as found in West Malaysia, while still conforming to the internationally recognised and established system.
The obvious advantage being that actual photographic interpretation and subsequent mapping will be immediately read-
able and understandable to a wide and growing group of specialists continually dealing with Land Use Classification,
Land Capability and Agricultural Development Programmes.

The development of the classification legend now presented has taken five months during which time preliminary
legends were applied on a production basis to three different areas in West Malaysia, while reconnaissance trips
were made to other areas possessing distinctive land use patterns. The writer believes that this legend; allows
photo-interpretation to be accomplished with the minimum of deliberation; keeps field checking to a minimum; and
yet enables the identifications of all categories necessary for the subsequent compilation of meaningful Land Use
Mapping and area measurements.

Classification Modifications

In developing the system of classification used for mapping land use in West Malaysia, two important requirements
have been kept in mind, The first requirement is that any classification system should conform as closely as possible
to an internationally used and accepted classification. The second requirement is that any classification system must
include all significant land use types found within the area for which it is to be used. It is believed that this classifi-
cation embodies these qualities and only in a minor way do the local modifications differ from the internationally ace-
epted framework.

Two slight changes in nomenclature were considered necessary. First, the Commission's category 6, "Unimproved
Grazing Land", has been re-named ""Grasslands" because, although it is possible to interpret and map areas of low
vegetative cover that might or might not be used for grazing, it is not always possible to accurately determine whether
or not these areas are actually used for this purpose. In fact most small herds of cattle graze within and on the boun-
daries of some of the other categories. e.g. on road right of ways, within settlement areas, inside small holding
rubber areas and on some padi areas during the "off-season'. Second, the Commission's category 9, "Unproductive
Land" has been re-named "Unused Land" as it is considered unwise to negate the possibility of future use under

hitherto unknown practices.

Category 8 "Swamps and Marshes'" has been enlarged in concept to include vegetation types growing permanently
in fresh or salt water mdmocmimtamdinmudpermulymmnabhmm surface may only dry
out for a few weeks each year. Rmmmwmmwwdwwmmmefmﬂummu its very
existence depends on a swamp environment and without this condition it would cease to exist.

Ijnd"hubeenhepttoamlnlmumwlththa knowledge that the

7 "Forest
The sub-categorisation of calegory executing & comprehensive forestry classification interpretation

National Forestry Department are in fact presently
on the same photography.
has been maintained although the total national acreage is exceedingly

.muexparlmﬂﬁalbullbutttlsnnﬂclp‘hdﬂlnﬁuhnduu
Legend and a Generalized Legend follows.

Category 5, "Improved Permanent Pasture"
small, The few areas that do exist are being grown
type will expand in the future. Ademhde;phmﬂmdthm Classification

PRESENT LAND USE ON LEGEND LA FOR T

INTERPRETATION OF 1;25,000 PMOGBAPHY TAKEN DURING 1966

1. Settlements and Assceiated Non=

1U: Urban and Associated Areas

truly built-up areas towns, kampongs with associated and surrounding parks and open
ot detach d-ux:du.m'hlds:::. ;eﬁlﬁme'nt areas, reservoirs etc. Fringes of large urban centres,
(thlhopmeo nts a:dmastnmpom mummﬂmmmmuthu?uhmmdnunyd?a not
:trppolpar d:m and the vegetation indicates that the land use emphasis is that of "Mixed Horticulture", A:t“
sbviously in the process of being cleared for fufire urban expansion and areas containing road patterns

presently without buildings arve also included.

spaces.

lIE: Es Bu
ministrative buildings and recreational land,
estate housing, schools, hospitals, ad
When sl‘:uup:ﬁat’he(:e exceed three acres they are interpreted but individual and is i, g o

less than this acreage are ignored.
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3. Tree, Palm and Other Permanent Crops

1T: Tin Mining Areas

All areas previously laid waste; areas being worked at present and cleared land obviously
designated for tin mining. Within these areas all water bodies greater than three acres are identified

and given the code (W).

1P: Power Lines

Power lines or transmission lines of a width greater than one hundred feet are interpreted where
tbeymteruptthelmdusedﬂnmllwumw. lmummrwﬂmdhwmmny
thepreumedapmrlmumorcd. e.g.a%whﬂcrmﬂ(abﬁkdpﬁ!wﬂm
the homogeneous development of the padi area. mnlmwuonnmmmsndwm
cmnmumactmwdasub-cmmthanﬁamhnlhnduudmlm-huﬂdhm&dhwu
e.g. 1P (6) would indicate a power line swath with a ground cover of grassland.

This is a very wide and extensive nb-ommtnchadmmhwﬂdwmﬂhd "garden culti-
vation"lwndlnahnphamdfuumumndahmﬂyndt. 1t may be better visualised if it is realised
that the terms, ''Dusun’*, "Minor Cultivation”, "Domestic Cultivation" and ""Domestic Horticulture" were

all considered as possible descriptions.

The essential basis is the family settlement unit with emphasis on the production of diversified
crops for family needs with the possibility of small surpluses being sold locally. Included are mixed
vegetables, yams, tapioca, chillies, pineapples, fruit trees, bananas, papaya, coconuts etc.

The complexion of this sub-category changes according to geographical location, soil condition
and local traditions but the essential feature is always diversification and the activity is intense and
focused around the family unit.

activity within which it exists. For example, if it is present in small patches within an area of intense
smallholding coconuts, then the area will merely be designated as coconuts. Also, where units of more
than three acres of other sub-categories appear with a background of Mixed Horticulture, they are then,
of course, separately identified. It is not uncommon to find five to twenty acre lots of small holding
coconuts, rubber and orchards within and on the periphery of "Mixed Horticulture".

The most common location is along roads and waterways forming buffer strips between estate
and smallholding crops.

mmmundacuimsoduw an area as zuummwumduh-r
sub-categories are not discernible and the intense land use activity is focussed around rural settlement.

Mixed tree crops (often very dense) intermingled with small garden plots, footpaths and housing are the
cumulative criteria necessary for designation as 2H.

2M: Market Gardening:

Areas where the obvious emphasis is on the commercial production of fresh vegetables. The patt -
is that of intense neatness and use with individual units being small. These areas should not be confused
with the larger areas of "Diversified Cropland” (4C) where the individual units are bigger and "high'" crops -
such as tapioca, sugar and maize are obvious. 4

Mc-tmuhﬂmﬂenmwmwhrpwbncomwhmhvmhwhwm
crops.

2E: Government Agricultural Stations:

(The following sub-categories cover crops at all stages of growth and under various forms of
management)

3G: Rubber

30: Oil Palm
3C: Coconut
3N: Pincapple
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3A: Cocoa

3P: Pepper

38: Sago .
3B: Banana

3F: Fibre Crops
3X: Orchards (Rambutan, durian, citrus, cloves, nutmeg, etc.)
3H: Fish Hyacinth P

When two of the above crops are found growing in a traditionally mixed fashion the area is designated
by the number 3 followed by the letter of the tree or palm crop and then by the cover crop. €.g. 3CK des~-
cribes an area of coconuts with intensive coffee cultivation beneath the coconuts.

4, Cropland
4P: Padi
Double and single cropping padi areas.

4C: Diversified Crops

This sub-category covers a wide range of crops growing in reasonably large areas although the
individual units (fields) may be quite small (3 to 20 acres). The size of the fields make it difficult to
interpret the actual crop, especially when the same crop may be present at different stages of maturity
within a mixed crop area which may also contain areas of fallow. Crops found in this sub-category are
almost entirely annuals, with tapioca occupying the largest acreage. Other crops include maize, sugar,
yams, sweet potatoes, tobacco ete.

4X: Shifting Cultivation

Shifting cultivation, also referred to as "ladang" cultivation, describes an activity earried on by the
Aborigines where primary forest areas are selected for cultivation, then cleared and planted with crops, and
finally abandoned after a year or two as the soil looses its initial "fertility"’. The most common crops planted
are, upland rice (hill padi), tapioca, sweet potatoes, yams and maize. General areas of shifting cultivation
are recognised by the cell-like appearance of small clearings in various stages of regenerating vegetation
as well as newly cleared ladangs. Only the areas presently in use are identified and areas previously in use,
but now abandoned, are identified according to the present vegetative cover. The sizes of these clearings

vary between three and twenty acres.

5. Improved Permanent Pasture

t is a category
This category at present covers an extremely small proportion of the country but i
likely to expand. It also includes land where selective grasses are being grown and harvested for fodder.

6. Grasslands

Because of the difficulties created by detailed interpretation combined with the relative unimportance

of this Cate .ithuheendecmdnotbomb-emsor
Unlmprwodmczirsa Pasture and Scrub-Grassland. The general appearance of the Category is grassland
and areas are only included when ghrubs and trees (generally below 15 feet) cover less than 50% of the area.
When the scrub component covers mmthanso%danmtthdummdu 78 Scrub Forest.

of this
Lalang, often occurring {n "'sheets" over extensive areas comprises an important part
Category as do the grasses inhabiting the beach ridges ("permatang'') of the east coast.

It is not always possible to accurately determine which areas within this Category are actually

used nGrassland' does not imply an area
azing and therefore lt-baddhemmmbendmmuth '
of sr::rm:r Only in a few localised areas of the country are cattle intentionally grazed within this Category,

which for the most part, is devoid of cattle.
7. Forest Land
7F: Forest
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All dryland forests are present in this Category. It includes all primary forest and secondary
forest or high "belukar", above about 15' in height. Ina few areas the symbol TF(R) denotes re-afforest-

ation and "treated" forests.

78: Scrub Forest

This sub-category is used when more than 50% of an area is covered by shrubs, bushes, and young
or dwarf trees, having a height of less than approximately 15 feet. It includes (a) low "belukar", or se-
condary growth, which is in the first stage of regeneration to mature forest, and (b) scrub vegetation whose
occurrence is due to edaphic factors, such as the xerophytic scrub of the dry permatang.

Normal 78 would also include the dwarf Montane and Sub-Montane Forest growing on the thin soils
of mountain summits and ridges of the interior. In these areas of primary forest this edaphically controlled
dwarf scrub forest is not mapped. This sub~category is the only sub-category of land use that is mapped
discontinuously. The reasons being the difficulties presented in the interpretation of a relatively inconse-
quential type and also because a comprehensive forestry interpretation is being carried out by the Forestry
Department.

7C: Newly Cleared Land

These are newly cleared and possibly drained areas where it is impossible to determine the land
use. For convenience these areas have been placed within the forest Category but it should be realised that
they are not necessarily always areas cleared from forest e.g. Areas cleared from older rubber awaiting
replanting into ofl palm and areas cleared and drained from swamp would come under this sub-category.
These areas are recognised not only by a very "clean" appearance, but also by the presence of felled trees
and traces of burning.

8. mp, Mars and We Fores
This category includes Mangrove, Nipah, Gelam and other Wetland Forest Associations.

9. Unproductive Lands
All areas, which, by present practices, are unproductive. e.g. sand dune areas and exposed rock,

GENERALISED PRESENT LAND USE LEGEND FOR WEST MALAYSIA
F of 1:25,000 Ph

1. Settlements Associated Non-Agricultur

1U Urban and Assoclated Areas

lIE : Estate Buildings and Associated Areas
IT : Tin Mining Areas
IX : Other Mining Areas

1F Power Line Right of Ways

2. Horticultural Lands

2H : Mixed Horticulture
ZM : Market Gardening
2E : Agricultural Stations

3. Tree, Palm and other Permanent Crops

3G : Rubber
30 : Oil Palm
3C : Coconut
3N : Pineapple
3K : Coffee

3T : Tea

3A : Cocoa

3P : Pepper
38 : Sago

3B : Banana
3F : Fibre Crops
X

Orchards - (Rambutans, Durian, Citrus, Cloves, Nutmeg, etc.)

3H Fish and Hyacinth Ponds



PRESENT LAND USE SURVEY-— 1966
STATE LAND USE SUMMARY-—-MALACCA

NATIONAL AREA:- SQUARE MILES: ACRES 50,840 1 32,540,000
STATE AREA:- SQUARE MILES: ACRES 636.43 : 407,315
PERCENTAGE OF NATIONAL AREA 1.25%
POPULATION*: % OF NATIONAL POPULATION 397,874 : 4.79
POPULATION DENSITY:- PER 8Q MILE: PER ACRE 626,16 1 0.98
AGRICULTURALLY USED LAND:- 8Q MILES: ACRES 487,16 : 311,782
POPULATION DENSITY ON AGRICULTURALLY USED LAND:- | 15,72 ; 1.28

PER SQUARE MILE; PER ACRE

LAND USE DIBTRICT MAJOR LAND LAND UNDER
CATEGORY TOTAL % USE % AGRICULTURAL USE
CENTRAL NORTHERN BOUTHERN CATEGORIES IN %
IN ACRES Major Bub-
Categories Categories
Vs Urban 4,801 1,500 166 6,046 1.70 URBAN AND
ASSOCIATED
IE; Estate Bulldings 121 456 558 1,135 0.28 AREAS
IT: Tin Mining 1 153 m 428 0.10
©X: Other Mining.Quarrying %0 8 12 ses | oo | msee |23
IP: Transmission Line 87 2 16 540 0,18
2H: Mixed Horticulture 5,062 6,750 4,063 16,765 4.12 HORTICULTURAL 5,38
2M; Market Gardening 736 601 161 1,488 gy - o fem ] 80 [ 0.4
2E: Agriculture Stations 58 63 L] 128 0.03 0,04
3G: Rubber 0, 850 118,519 100,385 246,754 60,58 TREE, PALM 79,14
AND PERMANENT
30: Oil Palm 240 587 821 0,20 CROPS 0,30
3C: Coconuts 1,502 2,705 5,242 11,449 2.81 3,64
3N: Pineapple
3K: Coffee
IT: Tea
3A: Cocoa
IP: Pepper 15 15 0,00 0.00
38: Bago 120 B2 242 1,004 0.25 261,031 o 64,08 | _?{.'??_ N 0,32
3B: Bananas 28 28 0,01 0,01
3F: Fibre Crops
3H: Fish & Hyacinth Ponds 186 186 0.04 0,08
3X: Orchards 159 166 3 68 0.19 a8
4P; Padi 13,805 11,609 6,461 860 | 7.8 i el 10.22
4C: Diversified Crops e 133 310 o LI T i SR LDl Byl PG WL, T .
4X: Bhifting Cultivation
5: Improved Fermanent
Pasture
6: Scrub Grassland 1,108 2,770 4,001 8,026 1.97 8,026 1.97
TF: Forest 4,579 12,391 21,074 48,044 11.80 Farest and Scrub
5 _Sesae | 113.88 1 008 100%
78: Sorub 939 3,463 4,008 8,405 2.06
W 2,858 0,65 Total Ae
1C: Newly Cloared Land 338 749 1,660 e s um:: il
s 14,057 3.67 14,957 3.01 Agricultural Use:
8: Swamp 5,338 3,877 4,145 a1, 782
0,08 203 .08 """ e
9 Unused Land 189 5 L » —— R o
0.84 4,838 0,94 State area under
UNCLASSIFIED 207 510 3,081 Lo = e v
1 6.
TOTAL 73,200 164,752 169,264 son,a8 | 006 et el Lk G R iy PR

+ 1066 (June) Population Estimatos by the Sati :
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4. Cropland

4P
4C
4X

s ss e

Padi
Diversified Crops
Shifting Cultivation

5. Improved Permanent Pasture

6. Grasslands

Donaldson:

'

Lalang, Unimproved Coarse Pasture and Scrub-Grassland

I would like to put the Conference into the picture on what we are doing about land use mapping in
Sarawak. We commenced in 1965 as part of our mapping programme for planned development.
Our aim was to cover the whole of the State as quickly as possible and hence we adopted a scale

of 1:250,000. The majority of the photography used is at a scale of 1:25,000. Because of the
lnnlllcsledﬂnlmumplhnduieumudlnuthmhnllmlmhmu on the photographs
are not normally delineated. However in the case of crops of high value, such as pepper and high
yielding rubber, more detailed interpretation is undertaken, even though this cannot be carried
through to the printed map. The Interpreted land use data is compiled on 1:50, 000 base maps, and
then reduced to 1:250,000. A preliminary hand coloured edition of the map has been prepared on
the old Sarawak Series 14 base map. As the latest Series T.503 base maps baecome available,

The classification is based on the World Land Use Classification and was drawn up in close
collaboration with West Malaysia. Nevertheless there are some differences between the classi-
fications used in the two territories. Scrub forest in Sarawak is linked with shifting cultivation
and areas under scrub have been mapped as shifting cultivation. Shifting cultivation in West

Malaysia is totally different from shifting cultivation in Sarawak, where it is essentially a land i1
rotation system. Lallang has not been mapped as such but has been included in shifting cultivation =
from which, on air photographs, it is difficult to distinguish. Sheet lallang will be distinguished |
in more detailed mapping. A major difference in the legend is that we have split ' Forest' into '

seven classes. This was originally done on the 1956 Land Use Map of Sarawak and has proved to |
be useful it is not strictly a difference in Land Use. 4.4

l
After the completion of this series we will start producing 1:25, 000 scale maps for the agriculturally 1
more important areas.

-
For statistical and mapping purposes we have only subdivided 'Forest' into two classes. Apart 3
from the fact that we did not have a Forester in our team for interpreting Forest types, the Forest

Department in West Malaysia contemplates the preparation of their own forest inventory in the |
near future. '

What is approximately the ratio of time spent for office interpretation against time for field checking

How long can the maps produced by the Land Use Programme be considered accurate in view of the
rapid changes in land use, viz rubber to oilpalm?

although we realise that land use
might change rapidly, at least we have for once a benchmark of land use statistics which can be

statistical value is higher than the mapping value.
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Andriesse:

Andriesse:

Donaldson:

What is the cost of Land Use Mapping at a scale 1:25,000 in West Malaysia?

Since we are intergrated in a Government Department, actual costs are difficult to give. As a
guess, I would say that US$150, 000 for the whole exercise might be a fair bet.

Would working on a smaller scale mean that the value of the work would be much less in relation
to the costs ?

From a statistical point of view the value would certainly be much less.

For the completion of the present Land Use Survey in West Malaysia, we now estimate the costs,
excluding the cost of air-photography and senior technical staff to be in the region of M$150, 000
(this does not cover recurrent expenditure.)



THE LAND CAPABILITY CLASSIFICATION OF WEST MALAYSIA*
by
Lee Peng Choong.

Several Government Departments in West Malaysia have been undertaking programmes of natural resource evalua-
tion for a long time, and a need for closer co-operation between these different groups has always been felt, particularly
as the results of surveys carried out often revealed a conflict in the use potential of the land surveyed. In recent years
it has becoming increasingly apparent that the data from these surveys were important for national development planning,
particularly following a Ford Foundation Report to the Malayan Government in 1962 on agricultural diversification, when
a sub-committee of the National ‘Development Planning Committee, which later became the sub-committee on Land Capa=-
bility Classification, was formed to draw up a programme for data collection, analysis and presentation, designed to be
carried out during the First Malaysia Plan period and to be completed in good time for it to be applied to the preparation
of the Second Malaysia Plan in 1870. This sub-committee included representatives from all government departments
involved in resources survey and geveral of the major land and natural resource use interests.

Technical assistance was sought and obtained from the Canadian Government in the form of aerial photography
covering the whole country, and several specialist personnel in field and economic geology, land use survey, forest inven-
tory and wild life evaluation. Finally, the Natural Resources Section of the Economic Planning Unit was set up in 1965 to
co-ordinate the above programme and apply the results to the work of the Economic Planning Unit.

Basically the Land Capability Classification Programme depends on the contribution of data by three main natural
resource survey groups on mineral potentiality, seil suitability and forest productivity. In addition data on water resource,
land use and wild life are also provided. Land use data was originally presented only in the form of boundary details re-
flecting the legal land alienation and gazettement status, but with the completion of the 1966/7 aerial photography, actual
land use survey data based on photo interpretation is also being provided. This latter survey has been initiated by some
of the Canadian specialist personnel referred to above, working with Department of Agriculture and Directorate of Na-

tional Mapping personnel.

The data from the three main resource surveys are evaluated to determine conflicts in land capability potentials and
from this is derived a simple land capability classification. The details of these classifications are ghown in the accom=
panying hand-book and the attached supplement, but certain features of the classifications and their relation to the land
capability classification need to be emphasized.

The mineral resource potential classification indicated the potential of an area for mining development based on
evidence from field prospecting results and interpretation of the geological pattern as determined by the past work of the
Geological Survey. In the classification adopted, only those areas which have been shown from actual prospecting results
as containing probable economic mineral deposits or are actually under mining lease are considered to have a high poten-
tial for mining. Such areas are placed under Class I of the land capability classification. It may be mentioned here that
priority is given to mining development. This has been adopted since from past experience and trends for the foreseeable
future it appears that where economic deposits of minerals occur mining development would provide a better return in
comparison to other forms of land use. For the same reason agricultural development has been given priority over for=

estry development.

The significant feature of the soil suitability classification which has been adopted is that it lays emphasis on iden-
tifying soils suitable for the cultivation of the two main economic tree crops in West Malaysian agriculture - oil palm
and rubber. Accordingly it has quite important limitations and would not be generally applicable where interest centres

where, in response to an
on a wider range of crops, These limitations are beginning to be felt even in West Malaysia '
increasing need to further diversify the agricultural crop pattern, suitable for large-scale cultivation of crops such
in a second stage project a revised classification

as maize, tapioca, sugar-cane, etc.are being sought. It is hoped that
will include sufficient details for such areas to be identified.

The soils classification is based on increasing limitations of the
no limitations and therefore suitable for the cultivation of a wider range of crops. These limitations depend on a variety

nt such as water-logging, shallow soils
of factors including terrain conditions physical factors limiting root developme .
soil coor::acnt‘iuu aI:El lateritic horlsons: or chemical limitations such as nutrient deficiency, toxicity or excessive acidity.

msidendnumblefonhooumuﬂmdoﬂpdmmdumlwm

Land Classification.
these soils, unless there ncmﬂm.mwwﬂmwmm“‘”‘“ﬁ“mm“ - °:“::

Areas wnds R tegory o the soil suitability classification With &
placed fn;:i-hclus ;adloﬁw:rlind ‘c?p’;huuy Classification. The remaining soils, which without mli:: ::ll {improvement
practices are unsuitable for continued ;gricultﬂrll use, includi g' '!w, e Nurhed o h soils hs'mlhth::v:rkh
a slope of greater than 18° are considered best suited for | Class mlmmmm-m ;‘;fu:ﬁcm:n r:hﬂoyﬂ:ole .
potential for productive forest development are placed under b ﬂ:: iy laced under Class 5 of the Land Caps~
areas which appear to have only & potential for protective forest develop i 3
bility Classification.

ments are available from the Economic Planning Unit,

’ Handbook and supple
Copies of the Explanatory iy i ut, Malaysia.
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The data is presented in the form of Tables showing the resource potentials, with cross-tabulations to show con-
flicts in resource use as well as other restraints on resource development such as legal land alienation or gazettement
status, rainfall or contour levels. The analysis of these data is facilitated by coding the data according to the 1000 yard-
grid intersection points of the 1 inch to 1 mile (1:63, 360) topographic sheets and analysing these machanically. In addi-
tion § inch maps of the three major resources of minerals, soils and forests, a land capability map and a land alienation
and gazettement map are presented with the reports which are now presented for individual states.

The results of the programme when completed for individual States are applied as appropriate and based on the
completed programmes for the State of Pahtang and Johore, areas have already been identified as suitable for turther de-
tailed studies to facilitate planning for the development of these areas. At the present time the emphasis is on agriculturg]
development, but planning will also include the development of forest and mining industries. These areas have been se-
lected due to the relative ease of access, the availability of relatively large areas of land suitable for agricultural deve-
lopment and the minimum of conflicts arising from alternative uses of land.

In conclusion it is emphasized that the Land Capability Classification programme is not intended to provide plans
for development. Its objective is to provide the necessary back-ground data on which decisions determining long range
prospects for development of land and natural resources may be based. In practical application it may be regarded as
a first appraximation to determining the future land use prospects of the country at a Natfonal, or Macro-planning level,
from which areas may be selected for more detailed studies of particular resource potentials in order that sound, eco-
nomically viable, development may take place in areas of major opportunity.

Discussion

Gwilliam: This paper has provided a very interesting explanation of the West Malaysfan Land Capability Classifi-
cation and I am glad to be brought up to date on the current situation,

I must emphasise, however, that the Land Capability Classification as described is not permanent. It
is a rather general high level land analysis technique. The classification has already been modified and
no longer follows the original classification as set down. There has been a movement in emphasis from
dry land crops to padi because of falling price of rubber and increase in the price of rice,

I am very interested to note that in West Malaysia you are moving towards a system of mechanical ana-
lysis which could eventually progress to a fully computerised system. There is no doubt that in the fu-

ture analysis should be speeded up by replacing mechanical analysis by a computer. For this reason,

I refer back to a point made earlier in this session (see paper 1) that there is a need in reso-
urce data surveys for precise scientific descriptions of the kind that can be put into a computer. I was
unaware until this conference that there exists a system of coding soils by using factors such as permea=
bility, depth, etc., which goes beyond a family or series classification, It is essential, if land analysis
is to keep up with rapidly changing physical and economic circumstances, that all resource and geogra-
phical data be recorded in a way that will permit a computer to be used. Iam glad to see that steps in 4
this direction have been taken in West Malaysia.

Lee: There is a plan to use a computer. As factors become more and more complicated and the number of
factors increase this is essential, As far as the permanency of the classification is concerned: we have
been limited in our objectives in the past by too much emphasis on the major crops. And we need now |
more information in order to be able to deal with diversification of crops - but the main issues will not
changes significantly, that is the division of land use between forestry, agriculture and mining.
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Clarke: Mr. Gwilliam spoke of the permanency of the Land Capability Classification Fr
« From a fore point of
view, permanency of land tenure is essential. I liked his phrase "Permanent Forest Esht:'t'rywhich is

a much better term than " Forest Reserve" The latter term is often take
£ to
some future use and not necessarily for forestry purposes. S eon 10 mean land reserved for

T
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The forest estate can take two forms;-

J

" i
1 ]
|

1) natural virgin forest which involves little or no finaneial investment by the State

2) exploited, silviculturally treated forest or plantations Involving considerable investment extending over
20 -

a long period of time which may be 30 years for plantat
ions and up to 80 years for naturally re=
generated forest. The importance of permanency for these types of forest cannot be werstrel:d'
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Andriesse:

Ashworth:

Gwilliam:

Lee:

Gwilliam:

Moor mann:

Recter:

The basic aim of the land capability classification is to locate the land to be used for agriculture or
forestry. This will be more or less permanent. In fact forest will be mainly on land unsuitable f~r
agriculture because of steepness of slope. Even though agriculture could be done on steep land with
proper conservation.measures, it is considered to be uneconomic on a large scale, Therefore, forest
land as assessed at present is more or less a permanent allocation.

In your supplement to the Land Capability Classification you are using the range of crops as a measuring
stick for indicating suitability of land for agriculture. In your Soil Resources Map you are using a diff-
erent approach, namely the number of limitations to agriculture. I would like to ask how you relate the
former with the latter ?

There has been some confusion in terminology in the past, due to the fact that we were trying to relate
our classification according to the U.S.D,A, system of land capability classification. In actual fact,
when we speak of limitations to agriculture, we mean limitations to the range of agricultural crops
which may be grown, and the assumption is that the range of crops which may grown is directly related
to the number and severity of these limitations.

You distinguish five classes of which Class 1 is a mineral class. I agree that if this land is exploited,
it will bring in more than agriculture would do. However, the impression I get is that you put a piece
of land in Class I and it gives no idea what the agricultural potential is. Most countries keep mineral
deposits in reserve because you cannot mine all mineral deposits at one time. A situation could be
visualised where you have:

Class 1 - Agriculture
Class 1 - Mineral
Class 1 - Forestry. That would be Class I land.

Also you can visualise another situation in which:

Class I - Mineral
Class I - Agriculture
Class II - Forestry. Is this still Class 1 land?

Yes, we map it as Class I land but we still provide in the report information on the agricultural and
forestry pdomidaomm:nnvamsmlndmd.

I would again like to question the so-called "permanent classification". Surely permanency must be read
in the context of other things being equal. What would happen if the world decided that it needed tin no
longer. Your classification will only remain "permanent” as long as circumstances do not change and
we all know that conditions do not remain unchanged for long.

We are planning for the foreseeable future. We try to apply our resource data to development planning.
That is the point. mhnduubuuycmmhﬁmisnummntbut_the resource data is.

I suggest that what you call land capability classification is better termed land use planning classification
for the present day economic situation in Malaysia.

agree have a point there. But it must be remembered that we are classifying land accord-
:nc to lmﬁi;t;ytw development. The U.8.D.A. Land Capability Classification is essentially a cla-
ssification according to crop suitability, whereas land is certainly capable of being used for more purposes

than just the growing of crops, We are trying to take this into consideration.

The hn:lcapabunychnuicmm:pmmm of two distinct phases:

a) the collection of physical resources data, in the form of soil suitability, forest productivity and
mineral potentiality maps. :

b) to use this uurmmnulgulda!m-sumdhm“eplmm.

hocnuirodmodtobeusodunmllmiury guide for future land
A land capability classtiotoct T reaised that additonal iformation 1s required before any planning

let stand implementation can take place.

The m,ummwm.wmmmecmm. however, the program is flexible enough
econ

it
to allow for such changes to be incorporated at any stage, as has been done in the pas

in West Malaysia has two objectives: a) to provide state
R-hmﬁbecmlymrmwmﬂww‘mmandr@gmdelimshwnmyahmldbe

5::’3? ‘zt:d“ b) to obtain l::.:llkwida appreciation of West Malaysia's physical resources, before
allocated.,

the Second Wmﬂnhdrﬂd.



LAND CAP. CLASSIFICATION IN SABAH

by

P, THOMAS

Department of Agriculture, Sabah.

Introduction,  The need for a land capability classification was long felt necessary in S8abah. This was mainly because
experiences gained when the results of soil mapping, which are fundamentally records of basic soil characteristics,
were applied in conjunction with site, climate and crop performance, to provide a basis for evaluating the physical pro-
perties of the land for agricultural development. The soil scientists engaged on sych work generally felt the limited
scope of this approach because it is frequently the case in Sabah that forms of development other than agriculture, must
also be considered if a rational approach to land development is to be attained. During the same time workers in other
technical departments engaged on natural resource appraisal work, particularly in forestry, felt a similar reaction in
their work. In addition, there was serious lack of liasion between these departments. The net result of this situation
was that the decision-making bodies of government were frequently given a series of conflicting proposals on technical
matters of land use, thus on occasion giving rise to a situation whereby political and geographical factors were given
an undue influence on such decisions.

Influenced by the results being produced by the land capability classification undertaken in Western Malaysia a new
development occurred in 1966, A Technical Sub-Committee of the State Land Development Committee was charged with
undertaking a schematic land capability classification of the State. The Sub-Committee consists of representatives of
each of the technical departments involved in land resource investigations, and one of its first tasks was to produce a
unified land capability classification agreeable to all user organizations and in particular which would be of use to
government planners. ;

This paper describes the Classification which is being employed and based on the 1:50,000., scale series of topo-
graphic maps being published for the State.

The General Approach to Land Capability Classification, There are a number of Land Capability Classifications in
use elsewhere almost all of which are based on agricultural interpretations of soil maps. The most widely used and
tested is probably that developed by the Soil Conservation Service of the U.8.D.A, (Klingebiel and Montgomery, 1961).
It grades land according to its potentialities and the severity of its limitations for crop growth into eight Classes, the
last four of which are not generally suitable for cultivation and are of limited use for other purposes. This classifica-
tion, although giving invaluable information on the general agricultural aspects of the land, does not produce a compre=
hensive review of the potential use of its natural resources, which should be the essence of any land capability classifi-
cation, particularly in a developing country. The latter approach was adopted by the Economic Planning Unit of the
Prime Minister's Department (Panton, 1966), with its programme for the Land Capability Classification of Western
Malaysia. This classification gives the relative economic capability of the land for its inherent natural resources, and
each resource group is arranged in order of general utility; thus giving rise to what is almost tantamount to an econo-
mic land-use classification (Hockensmith, 1948), This approach (Panton, 1966) has also been adopted in Sabah and

the following resource groups have been recognised in decreasing importance: mining, agriculture, forestry, and hy-

drological and wild-life areas.

ssification.  The groupings involved in the Classification essentially indicate
‘made of the land, It is an attempt to interpret and express to the best advantage current
drlennc is acquired revisionary work will be required. The Classification is based
land under a moderately high level of management, and not necessary upon current
usage. Such factors as accessibility and the pattern of land ownership and current land m.m:i!thxfhaﬂacu&qmdeom«m
about development, do not influence the grading. The system employed does not attempt to indic e specific nature
of the resource typ.e i.e.. nature of the mineral reserve, agricultural and forest crop; and in order to do this different
arrangements of u:e'resm'rce groups would in some cases be required in order tooxpren‘::e cou;ept of land;:lpablllty
used in the system. Similarly, no attempt has been made to establish an index-rating system, ’: t?ﬂ':MChul:c::m-
ple in the United States of America (Storle, 1960), in order to arrive at a fully :rmtl:t:v "’fﬁf.“ S R um:E
This is because work on the relationship between soil conditions and agricultur st crops '

all tropical countries, at a very preliminary stage.

= = LTS
the most profitable use to
knowledge on its use and as new expe

on the economic yield capacity of the
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Figure 1, The relationship between natural resources and land capability.

LAND DECREASING PRODUCTIVITY OF THE LAND —
CAPABILITY
CLASS MINING | DIVERSIFIED RESTRICTED FORESTRY HYDROLOGICAL/
AGRICULTIRE AGRICULTURE WILD-LIFE AREAS

INCREASING LIMITATION
<—— TO LAND USE
B

development is in Class I and the least uses in Class V, with these uses becoming progressively less between these two
Classes, as illustrated in Figure 1. This indicates, for example, that although hydrological and wild-life areas can be
established theoretically in all five Classes, the optimum use of the land will depend on adequate levels of minerals, or
its agricultural crop potential or timber exploitation capacity, in this order of importance, as set out as follows,

Land Capability Class 1, which has a high potential for mineral development and therefore best suited for mining.

Land Capability Class 11, which has a high potential for agriculture with a wide range of crops and is therefore
best suited for a diversified form of agriculture

Class I, which has a moderate potential for agriculture with a restricted range of crops and
therefore best suited for a limited variety of crops with a high level of soil tolerance

Land Capability Class IV, which has a potential for forest resource exploitation and best suited for this purpose,

Land Capability Class V, which has no potential for forest exploitation and best suited for hydrological or wild-
life purposes.

The system of classification employed at this level is identical to that emploved in Western Malaysia (Panton, 1966),
Therefore Land Capability Class I., although it has not been encountered in Sab:

ah and is not likely to ocour extensively,
has been retained in order to facilitate direct correlation on a National basis,

Figure 2. The relationship between Natural Resource Suitability Groups
and Land Capability Clagses

RESO! B
RESOURCE URCE SUITABILITY GROUPS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

MINING
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Resource Suitability Groups. The relative values given to the various resources and their grouping into the five

classes is set out in Figure 2. In order to arrive at this classification each resource is defined into Resource Suit-
ability Groups as follows,

A. Mining. The Mining Suitability Groups refer to mineral deposits workable on an open-cast system of mining.
They are as follows,

Group 1.  Current mining land.

Group 2,  Proven mining land, where economic mineral deposits have been ascertained as the result of geological
prospecting.

Group 3. Possible mining land, where geological evidence of a cursory nature indicates that mineralisation of econo-
mic importance might occur.

Group 4.  Land with no mining potential, where there is no evidence of mineral deposits.

B. Soils. The Soil Suitability Groups are based on a series of limitations inherent to the soil and a moderately high
degree agricultural expertise is assumed. H, however, some of these limitations can be removed at an acceptable
economic margin, only the continuing limitations are graded.

Group 1.  Soils with no limitations to agricultural development. These are generally deep, permeable and well
aerated soils with good reserves of moisture; and they are either well supplied with plant nutrients or readily res-
ponsive to fertilizers. They are developed on level or almost level land where the upper slope limit is never in excess
of 59, Having no limitations to agricultural development a wide range of crops can be grown and yields can be expected
to be good with a moderate input of fertilizer.

Group 2. Soils with few minor limitations to agricultural development. The limitations may include, alone or in
combination, the effect of imperfect or poor drainage with a water table occurring for a significant proportion of the
year within 48 inches of the soil surface, less than an ideal rooting depth usually as the result of rock or similar
impenetrable material occurring between 20 inches and 48 inches of the surface, a slightly unfavourable soil structure
which is usually moderately developed only, extreme coarse textures, or moderate slopes generally falling within the
5 to 159 range which would not require any expensive form of anti-erosion control, or shallow peat deposits never
mare than 20 inches in depth. Although a wide range of crops can be grown on such soils the choice is generally more
restricted and yields can be expected to be less compared to Group 1 soils.

Group 3. Soils with at least one serious limitation to agricultural development. This includes soils which are limited
for agricultural development as the result of being developed on strongly sloping land in the 15 to 25° range, soils deve-
loped on deposits of peat varying in depth from 20 inches to 48 inches, very poorly drained soils in which swamp condi-
tions sometimes prevail, very poorly structured soils, or soils with a very restricted root exploitation volume due to
the presence of rock occurring at shallow depths i.e., within 20 inches of the soil surface, or soils showing acute plant
nutrient deficiencies. The range of crops suited to this Group is restricted to those which are specifically adapted to
overcome these adverse soil conditions, It is therefore suited for a non-diversified form of agriculture, and the succ~

ess of any agricultural pursuit would depend on very careful management.,

Group ious limitation to agricultural development. This group would commonly in-
313; :m exszgpltu;hr:lf:wt::inhommd on strongly sloping sites, or shallow soils with acute mineral deficiencies
such as is found in many Podzols with strongly indurated B horizons, ill-drained soils influenced by frequent damaging
floods, and saline soils in which permanent swamp conditions prevail, These disadvantages greatly restrict the range
and yield of crops and result in a strong risk element for any agricultural enterprise on such land even with a high

standard of management.

limitation to agricultural development. This would include soils deve -
predominate, extremely stony, rocky and boulder strewn soils or
and peat soils greater than 48 inches in depth. Agriculture on
have wide range of capability for forestry, hydrological or

Group 5.  Soils with at least one very serious limi
loped on steeplands in which slopes greater than 25
bare rock, soils with taxic levels of certain elements,
such soils would generally be prohibitive, but they would
wild-life purposes.

sentially to timber production and emphasis is given to the forest pot-

C. Forestry. The rating employed relates es that sustained timber yields can be maintained by normal silvi-

ential inherent to the land. In so doing it is as_sumed
cultural methods. Eight Groups are recognised as follows.

Group1. Good commercial forests, yielding more than 1,000 cubie feet of timber to the acre.

reial forests, yielding between 700 to 1,000 cubic
between 400 and 700 cubic feet of timber to the acre.

G 3 o feet of timber to the acre.
Jroup 2, verage comme

Group 3. Marginally commercial forests, yielding
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Group 4. Mangrove forests which although at present not commercially exploitable may have a large potential value
in the imminent future for the production of wood chips for the manufacture of rayon and industrial carbon.

Group 5.  Poor commercial forests yielding less than 400 cubie feet of timber to the acre which would not warrant
exploitation.

Group 6. Non-commercial forests consisting of montane forests and forests on hills developed on ultra-basic rock
soils, which because of their species distribution are of no present commercial value but might be used for timber
production in the future.

Group 7.  Other non-commercial forests, which would include coastal forests, swamp forests and areas of nipah all
of which have no merchandising value and no potential value in the foreseable future.

Group 8,  Non-forested land subject to shifting cultivation, or savannah, in which the forest potential is limited to
reforestation with plantations of exotic tree species such as various pines.

D. Hydrological and Wild-Life resources are not rated into suitability groups, mainly because they are frequently
difficult to define on a quantative or qualitative basis. In the Classification, however, it is assumed that land which
does not possess economic levels of minerals or cultivable soils or commercial timber stands would have one or
both of the former resources.

Table 1.
LAND LAND RESOURCE SUITABILITY GROUPS
CAPABILITY EXPLOITATION
CLASSES UNIT MINING SOILS FORESTRY
I 1A 1-2 4-5 5-8
nA 4 1-2 5-8
I 1B 4 1-2 1-2
11c 3 1-2 5-8
o 3 1-2 1-2
1A k] 3 5-8
- 1B 4 3 1-2
mc 3 3 5-8
1D 3 3 1-2
IVA 4 4-5 1-3
v IVB 3 4-5 1-3
e 4 4-5 4
v VA 4 4-5 5-8
VB 3 4-5 5-8

Land Exploitation Units. Aﬂymu‘ald’landmlyhmomwmmmmmﬁm
It follows, therefore, that on a broader scale natural groupings of land occur elchh.:ml)'b..cmly exploitable.

having the same kinds of natural resource potentials. These are defined as Land

:&n?‘e:mrytomdhnmmwetm Land Capability Classes recognised. This concept is in some ways similar to

p Capability Unit (Klingebiel and Montgomery, 1961) and the Management Unit (Mackney and Bibby, 1967), but

et cten g e order ta the. Clanraioved in this Classification is based on & system of mmukiple cercorse
. r sification these U

range of information on the capability of the land, and thus any “nltsi 'elm::.m-r?:. o l:"u"'ldlbc & comprehensive

a5 to the future use of the land is defined at the Class level i e e Sbbiution, however,
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IA. Land possessing a high potential for mineral development.

[IA. Land with a high potential for agriculture only, '

1B, Land with a high potential for both agriculture and timber exploitation.

IIC. Land with a high potential for agriculture and also a possible mining potential.

IID. Land with a high potential for agriculture and timber exploitation and also a possible mining potential.
MIA. Land with a moderate potential for agriculture only.

1B, Land with a moderate potential for agriculture and also a high potential for timber exploitation.

IIC. Land with a moderate potential for agriculture and a possible mining potential.

i, p]..::lntu;th a moderate potential for agriculture, a high potential for timber exploitation and a possible mining
ial.

IVA. Land with commercially exploitable timber resources only,

IVB, Land with commercially exploitable timber resources and also a possible mining potential.

[VC., Land with potentially productive mangrove resources only.

VA. Land having no potential for agriculture, or timber and mineral exploitation.

VB. Land having no potential for agriculture, or timber exploitation, but with a possible mining potential,
These Units are recognised in order to provide a framework for developmental planning of the resources of the land.
This then lends itself with ease to multiple land-use planning which is considered essential in any little developed

country, because alternative choices of land-use must always be considered from time to time and frequently from
one region to another due to changes occurring in its economic or social structure (Hills, 1960).

LAND CATEGORY ALIENATION AND GAZETTEMENT UNITS

Alienated Land Land alienated under leases and provisional leases, native titles and
on field registers, settlement schemes and village reserves.

Forest Reserve Land allocated as productive, riparian, water catchment and game
reserves, fuel and mangrove forests, and national parks.

Government Reserve Land allocated as State, cemetery, educational, military, police~
station, quarry, tamu-ground, agricultural and veterinary reserves.

Drainage and Irrigation Land coming under supervision of Drainage and Irrigation authorities.

Area
Grazing Reserve Land allocated for communial pastoral purposes.
State Land Lndnatgnooawdtm'mmntorprme.

not considered in the Land Capability Classifica-
Land- p. While as on the current land-use are
tion mﬁﬁ.‘ﬁ"ﬁiﬁ legal status ::“ sunership of the land is classified as Land Categories as shown in Table 2.
This ioformation is Shown on the Land Capability Maps and provides valuable information for the purpose of land-use
planning. 4
Land Capability Classification Programme are being

Land Capability Classification Programme. Tho results & €10 %
produced as a series of reports and maps for each administrative district. The reports high-light the various opport-
wiiitios S0 lopment, Two map series are pi:l!.slwd. One at the scale of 1:50,000,, which utilises Land Exploit-
o e o Capability Classes fid Lans Culsgueion 88 BV S0 aphic units; and is primarily meart to assist
detailed de;el ment planning at the District level by indicating the opportunities available as shown by the land capa-
bility pattern - Supplementary detail is shown on maps of this series in the location of swrce;h:::t;:d building Im-

. 5 road ali nt. T map series is
e bearing on decisions on road building and alignme
erial, threby having un importatt bouth6 B B cppeity Clastes and Lo ook L o the St and
marily meant to aid in making a natural resource appraisal, and also to facilitate regional planning, on the State and
National level. $

This Programme is now well underway, and it i expected to be completed by 1971.
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I see you introduced in Sabah the system of land exploitation units into the Land Capability
Classification. Would it be possible to have all the 14 exploitation units in your Class 1 and
land according to the Land Capability Classification?

No, in Class I land we only have one exploitation unit, that is land only suitable for mining and
no potential for agriculture or forestry. This is our experience up to date and I do not think
that we are going to have more units in this class. But when we go to the lower classes e.g.
Class T we have 4 exploitation units (suffices A, B, c, D.)

How do you classify land with existing settled cultivation?

The legal aspect of the land does not come {nto our Classification, and does not affect this
grading; although the pattern of land ownership and current land use will of course influence
decisions on development,

It has to come in somehow. Would you say that land under settled cultivation is suitable for
agriculture?

Frequently it i not. For example rubber is sometimes grown on extremely steep slopes or on
deep peat, anduuwhdoeanutmaneconmc return.

In Sabah, do you consider that peat deeper than 48 inches has no agriculture potential whatsoever’

In Sabah, yes.

Is there any current mining in Sabah?

No, furthermore, there are no proven mineral resources. There are prospects which are
to be investigated. The distribution of Class I land is, therefore, very limited.

As a general point, 18 the prospeet of increased timber yield {ollowing forest exploitation and
using proper silvicultural methods taken into account in rating the capability of land for forestry
purposes. In Sarawak it appears that e.g. swamp forest can give increased production if

modern silvicultural practises are followed.

In Sabah for the Land Capability Classification sustained timber yields, i.e. the same yields
as experienced today have been taken as our basic consideration, No increase in yield has

been envisaged.

lassification? American
Are not mtoemompustnon-wfacmmasmlec
expeir:me ht::r been that the more simple the classification the better it would be.

to-date is that now we have got down to our Land Exploitation Units, of which
glerreug:ﬁw(:nd we do not think that there will be more in future), we can quite easily cope
with the present degree of complexity. I submit that this compares favourably in simplicity
h employs 8 Capability Classes (compared to our 5 Land

whic
withcs p!thewwu 'gf:;:;;y:,:!:uﬂimuy an almost infinite number of Capability Units which are

restricted to agricultural eriteria only.

would modify the wording of your Land Capability Classification classes
- .-mﬁ:uﬂmn to ""possible’, thereby reducing the emphasis inherent in the

o 1 Experience in West Malaysia has shown this modification to be necessary and
:nl:::ﬂim?i;ls with the intended use of the Land Capability Classification as aid to planning

O than as proposals in their own right.

conditions have strongly influenced us. 1t has been tentatively assessed that

Local economic {nvestigated for copper porphory, is $1,000 million over 100

the one present prospect, being
acres of open cast mining.
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LAND USE IN MALACCA AND SOME AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT POSSIBI LITIES
by
Siew Kam Yew and R. D. Donaldson
Department of Agriculture, West Malaysia.
Introduction
A survey of the present land use pattern ot West Malaysia is currently being carried out by interpreting aerial

photographs of scale 1:25,000 taken during 1966 and using a modified International Land Use Legend to suit Malaysian
conditions. Land use maps of 1:25,000 scale and acreage statistics are being prepared and collected for West Mnlay-
ain. Malaceca is the first State to be completed in this fashion and the results are presented in this paper.

Land Use of Milacca - 1966,

Malacea is the third smallest State in West Malaysia, covering an area of about 409,600 acres (640 sq. miles)
or 1.3% of West Malaysia. Its location in West Malaysia is shown in Fig. 1.

Fig. |
Map showing location of the State of Malacca

ition, favourable
{s based upon its initially strategic pos 5
Malacca's history of interesting ugriculnn'al development e o Sishe 18 s

It is that 7
climate, good soils and suitable topography: The reeu
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TABLE 1

PRESENT LAND USE SUMMARY - STATE OF MALACCA - 1966

Areas taken from 1:25,000 Land Use Mapping completed from the
interpretation of 1966 aerial photographs.

Major land use Land under Agricultural use in ;
Land Use Category Acreages % cnte::::;s in % S s S J
i
1U: Urban G, 946 1.70 Urban and I
1E: Estate Buildings 1,135 0.28 Associated i
IT: Tin Mining 425 0,10 Areas
IX: Other Mining Quarrying 358 0.09 9,404 2,31
IP: Transmission Line 540 0.13
2H: Mixed Horticulture 16, 765 4.12 Horticultural 5.38
2M: Market Gardening 1,488 0.36 0,48
2E: Agriculture Stations 128 0.03 18,381 4.51 5.00 0,04
3G: Rubber 246,754 60.58 Tree, Palm 79.14
30: 0Oil Palm 827 0.20 and permanent 0,30 ;
3C: Coconuts 11,449 2,81 Crops 3,61
3P: Pepper 15 0.00 0.00 :
38: Sago 1,004 0,25 0,32
3B: Bananas 28 0.01 0.01
3H: Fish & Hyacinth Ponds 186 0.04 261,031 64,08 83,72 0,06
3X: Orchards 768 0.19 0.25
4P: Padi : 31,859 7.82 | Cropland 10.22
4C: Diversified Crops 511 0.12 32,370 7.95 10,38 0.16
6: Scrub Grassland 8,026 1.97 8,026 1.97
7F: Forest 48,044 11.580 Forest and
Scrub
78: Scrub 8,405 2.06 56,449 13.86 100% 100%
7C: Newly Cleared Land 2,656 0.65 2,656 0.65 Total acreage under
8: Swamp 14, 957 3.67 14,957 3.67 Agricultural use:
9: Unused land 203 0,05 203 0.05 | 311,782
Unclassified 3,838 0,94 3,838 0.94 Percentage of State
area under agricul-
Total 107,315 | 100% | 407,315 100% o '::.:54%
i

The Agricultural Land Use

l most i
dominance over the State's agricultural economy.  About 43% (107, 300 acres) m ::to:umnd:hemr“ [::Hmr“:lm“




Padi, the next important crop, occupies about 10% of the State's cultivated land
_ ' « It is a smallholding crop
cultivated principally by Malay farmers, The acreage under double-cropping is insignificant (470 acres) in 1966
and the estimated average yield per acre for the same period is 358 gantangs (Statistical Digest 1966).

Mixed horticulture or dusun, makes up 5% of the cultivated land. It is onl e 5
found in association with dwellings along the roads and river-banks. y associated with smallholdings and is

Coconut occupies lesg than 4% of the land under cultivation and is only found as smallholdings.

Oil palm, at the moment, occupies an insignificant place in Malacca's agricultural economy. However, it is

s,

expected to expand dramatically as soil and climatie conditions in the State are favourable to the crop.

Other sub-categories are found only in a very small scale, e.g. fruit trees in orchards, sago, market gardening
and diversified crops comprising tapioca, sweet potato ete,

Agricultural Development
The result of the survey shows that Malacca is well-developed and the remaining undeveloped land is mainly under
forests or swamps. The former exists mainly as protected reserves. This state of development in Malacca reflects

very well the present situation throughout the West Coast of West Malaysia. Consequently future agricultural develop-
ments other than opening up new lands should be geared to the following:-

i) Broaden the base of the agricultural economy through diversification to offset the dependence on
rubber and utilize scarce soil resources to better advantage.

i) Increase the production of the basic food crops, especially padi.
a) Climate and Topography
Malacca has a uniformly high temperature througholit the year. The mean monthly temperature ranges between
78° and 82°F. The annual rainfall ranges between 75" and 100". Generally a peried of relatively lower rainfall
occurs from January to March but prolonged droughts affecting plant growth are virtually unknown. On the other hand,
widespread flooding adverse to agriculture caused by excessive precipitation is very uncommon,

Malacca practically eonsists of flat to undulating land except in the north and east. The areas with slopes of 20°
and above total about 1,600 acres representing only 4% of the State's land.

Consequently climate and topography are unlikely to limit agricultural development.

and Use

1967) on a scale of
hmmr-impmtuahummmymrnsoﬂm“m

1:63,360, the acreage of each class of soil under the different land use categories can be area-measured using a
dot-grid. The results is summarized in Table 2.

TABLE 2
LAND LA
Areas in acres )
AGRICULTURAL
Soil Scrub &
Suitability Total Urban Rubber Others Cleared Ff:;:t Swamp Total
Class Acreage ign
1 130,275 3,079 106,104 6,130 1,487 13,475 - 13,639
n 133,906 | 2,186 | 91,209 | 15,025 e et Bkl
= 3 s 37,753 | 16,361 358 14,497 1,167 15,664
= s i 0,130 | 28,496 93 2,204 9,408 11,702
104 13,746
v 19,252 | 2,094 2,468 i f i
Unclassed 5,814* - - . =
Total 07308 | 8.8 | 246,784 | 63,006 [ mss ] 64,47 14,968 5,43

* This acreage includes all land which is agric

transmission lines, roads etc.)

sed and lying outside category 1 (namely bunds, rivers,
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The table shows that ol the 130,000 acres of Class ] soils, 13,000 acres are under serub-grassland, serub-forest,
forest and swamp. Similarly in Classes II and II there are another 24,000 acres and 15,000 acres under this vegetat-
ion respectively. Considering only soils of Classes 1 and 11 which together make up 37,000 acres, which are highly
suitable for agriculture, it is reasonable to say that Malacea has a reasonable resource of land available for future
development .,

Land Presently under Rubber

In Malacea rubber occupies 106,000 acres or 80% of the Class I soils. It Is mainly estate rubber located princi-
pally in the southern district. The soils are predominantly those of the Rengam Series derived from granitic rocks
and small areas with soils of the Serdang and Munchong Series derived from sedimentary rocks, These soils are
highly suitable for oil palm. (Ng 1967) Thus, good opportunities to diversify into ofl palms are available in this cate-

Land under Forest Reserves

There are 48,000 acres of forest in Malacea, 70% of which are Forest Reserves. Table 3 gives a breakdown of
the main Forest Reserves under each soil suitability class,

TABLE 3

ACREAGE BREAKDOWN OF SOME FOREST RESERVES INTO SOIL SUITABILITY CLASSES

FOREST RESERVES
Soil
Suitability Bukit Sedana Bukit Senggeh Merlimau Ayer Panas Total
Class Ac % Ac % Ac %S Ac %
I G, 406 90.2 1,179 12.1 1,267 | 36,0 2,826 §2.3 11,678
n - - J, 926 40,3 1,760 | 49,9 - - 0,686
1 T 9.9 1,140 11.7 493 | 14,2 - -
v - - - - - - - -
v 787 9.9 3,487 35.8 - - 246 7.7
Total 7.987 | 100 9,732 100 3,520 ( 100 | 3,072 | 100
i |

There are more than 17,000 acres of Classes ] and II soils which are highly suitable for
: agriculture under the
principal Forest Reserve areas, These solls are mainly of granitic origin, Presently about 70% of Malaya is
covered by forest and in the national context, it is unnecessary for a developed State like Malacca to maintain these
lands permanently under forests, especially when they are highly suited to agriculture,

Though most of the Class Il soils are also suitable for oil palm cultivation, it is felt that
4 the Class 11 soils, esp-
ecially the Riverine Alluvium under Forest Reserves can be utilized in the future for food and fodder crops. West
Malaysia imports a variety of agricultural produce the consumption of which far exceeds its domestic production.

'AB 1

Produce Tons Value (81, 000)
Rice 207,606 90,903.3
Sugar Products 236,423 56,331.4,
Maize (Unmilled) 57,324 11,7117.1
Maize for animal

Py 49,072 9,816.6
Tapioca refuse 14,961 2,050,3

Source:-  Statistical Digest 1968

Kementarian Pertanian dan Sharikat Ke
Malaysia Barat, PR,
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The acreage under these crops should be
basic foodstuff. This will also result in ¢

expanded wherever possible to reduce our de
pendence on imports for
onserving foreign exchange and providing employment for the rural population.

Unalienated State Land

Another area with potential for agricultural development is located ab
reast
For the most part it is covered by Briah Series - a Class 1I soil derived from grlmum
occupying some 4,000 acres is presently under swamp forest and unalienated, This :
soil type is best suited for padi cultivation and possibly double~cropping if m‘eﬁ

is instituted.

Conclusion

reaches of the Kesang river.
The area of interest
area because of its topography and
ective drainage and irrigation control

The study of Malacca shows that the results of a land use surve

y and mapping combined with available soil informa-
tion, can be lﬂiltudmcrmoaﬂymlyumhﬁmmmﬂﬂ&nh. Obvious anomalies of land use in the State
u-ehrmglntoll;htmdphmlngturlmmocmmdu&m-oﬂusmmadapoasﬂ:le.

Ng, 8.K. 1967

Paramananthan, 8. 1967

Rubber Statistics Handbook 1966

Statistical Digest 1968

Discussion

Ysselmuiden:

Stew:

Allbrook :

Law Wei Min:

Siew:

Paramananthan:

REFERENCE

Soil Suitability for Oil Palms in West Malaysia. Proceeding of 1st
Malaysian Oil Palm Conference Schematic.

Reconnaissance Soil Survey of Malaya (in print). Department of
Agriculture, West Malaysia.

Department of Statistics, Malaysia.

Kementarijan Pertanian dan Sharikat Kerjasama. Malaysia Barat.

With reference to your Table 2, could you explain which soil suitability classes you have used? I
do not find any descriptions of them in the text. Did you use the standard Malayan Classification?

Yes.

In Table 2 you place 4,023 acres of Class II soils in a swamp. Class II soils should normally have
only a minor limitation while swamps are normally placed in Class IV or V.

This swamp (identified from air-photographs and lying adjacent to a present river) is classified as
Class II because it is liable to flooding once in two year or so. Soils belong to the Briah series,
which is a good soil, normally Class I, but because of flooding its suitability is lowered to Class II.

Are you using the same classification as described in the handbook supplied to this Conference ?
(see Paper 3 in this session).

Yes, this classification is by Panton and Leamy (1966) but modified by Wong (1966). This classi-
fication is for tree crops only; with special reference to oil palm. As such soils highly suitable

for padi cultivation may be inappropriately downgraded.

The soll suitability classification was drawn up by the Soil Surveyors. This map was also drawn
by the Soil Surveyor and not by Mr. Siew.

As Dr. Ashworth and Mr. Ysselmuiden have been enquiring into the soil suitability classes used by
Mr. Siew may I refer them to the 5 classes denoted in Paper 6 in this session (Soil Suitability
Classification in Malaya - some critical comments by K. T. Joseph). They are all mentioned there.

A critical examination of the performance of crops already existing would perhaps prove of benefit
in the assessment of soil suitability.

I would agree, mt«mmdmmrmmmmmmwdom.

We hope to continue this hndmemywﬂhthncolloctimddataoncrmymld. We will then be
able topresentmhfouowupwwkmthisaubject.

It was not our intention when doing the Land Use Survey to make a qualitative analysis of land use.

betwee suitability and land use, however, produces facts e.g. there is 106,000
- m:t::-h:jpm Clss: :::lul which means to the planner that here is a possibility to diversify
::::uxm he:e. We intend to follow up the land use survey with studies into the relationship be-

tween land use and soil suitability.
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Moormann: To come back to the soil suitability classification it does not seem correct to class 'swamp land'
in Class I or I, which is suitable land. The fact that the land is not used points to the severe
limitation of flooding. Either the land has severe limitations or the land is not 'swamp'. There-
fore, although the capability can be high provided you flood control, the present day soil suitability
is low.

Siew: The soil suitability depends on the degree of flooding, a lot of this land has already been drained
and the soils are good.

Donaldson: The large acreage of swamp shown as Class 11 is an area of Briah soil. These, when drained, are

excellent soils and so some upgrading to Class II is considered necessary, The following are some
of the reasons for the present undeveloped nature of the area:

a) periodic flooding;
b) still unalienated state land;

c) the area lies abreast of the Johore-Malacca boundary along the Kesang river and so this is
politically 'no-mans land'. Its development may present some administrative difficulties.

Gwilliam: The confusion arises because there are two factors involved, soil and drainage. The soil may be
suitable but the land suitability is not so high due to the drainage drawbacks.
Moormann: A possible explanation of the controversy is that what you call swamp may not be swamp at all,

If T think of a swamp I refer to land which is waterlogged all or most of the time and hence cannot
be used for agriculture. You say it only floods one in the two year, but is it therefore really swamp?

Siew: To a certain extent you are correct because the aerial photographs taken at that particular instance
could display temporary characteristics of swamp land and so were interpreted as swamp.

Ng: The likely explanation for this problem is that the soils were classified in the field as Class I and
I soils. The air-photo interpretation done at another time classes this area in 'swamp', possibly
at that time (when the photographs were taken) the area was actually flooded,

Andriesse: Possibly the problem arises from the fact that here soils are classified on suitability after ame-
lioration and not on suitability in the present state. A Soil or Land Suitability Classification should
be based on present conditions.

Recter: The term Land Suitability Classification is a new one to me. Could you please explain what you
mean by that? Is it in use in Sarawak ?

Moormann;: The term Land Suitability Classification has been in use by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. They
have a Land Suitability Classification for irrigation. This term is, therefore, already in use for
a long time. ;

Thomas: I refer back to the controversy on this soil suitability classification of the reasonably flooded

Briah soils. Surely, if a limitation can be removed at an acceptable economic margin this limit-
ation is not eonsidered and only the continuing limitations are considered.

Ashworth: This is a valid point. A good soil should not be downgraded excessively if the removal of the

limitation is not expensive. You can place it in a subclass which indicates its value after removal
of the limitation,
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SOIL SUITABILITY CLASSIFICATION IN MALAYA - SOME CRITICAL COMMENTS

by
K. T. Joseph*

Soil Surveys in any developing country must have as its primary objective practical aims geared ¢ is efficient
Land Use, B

erial needs to be predicted. For this, agronomic work has to be carried out on the various mapping units in use so
that connecting links between agricultural research and specific tracts of land can be established.

Coulter (1964) emphasises the point that some of the considerable sums of money being spent on soil surveys could
be better spent on other aspects of soil research, as, for example in follow-up agronomic work. In the absence of any
follow-up agronomic work, other methods have to be adopted, and the one chosen for the erection of a soil Suitability
Classification in Malaya is claimed to be based on "features of the soil or its environment which limit the suitability
of the soil for agriculture,"

The Suitability Classes established are 5 in number and have been defined by Leamy and Panton (1965), Wong (1966)
as follows:

"These are deep, well drained, friable, well structured soils on slopes less than 12°, They are suitable for rubber
and oil palm as well as a wide range of other crops."

Class 2; Soils with few, minor limitations to agricultural development.

"These soils occur on slopes less than 12° and have no serious disability. The range of crops for which they are
suitable is restricted in some cases by the type of limitation, e.g. susceptibility to flooding or 1-3 feet of peat, but
apart from this, most other soils in the class are suitable for a wide range of crops including rubber and ofl palm."

Class 3: Soils with at least one se

"These solls will occur on a wide range of slopes up to 20° and most of them, cannot be developed satisfactorily
without amelioration of the limiting factors. Their suitabilify tends to be restricted to certain crops under specified
management practices. Some will support rubber and oil palm under a high standard of management."

Class 4; Soils with more

"The soils occur on slopes up to 20° and will require a high standard of development and management to produce
reasonable yields. Some will support rubber but most will be restricted to specialized crops, such as pineapples on
peat or to forest,

"The obstacles to the development of these soils are so great that they should remain in forest or be allowed to
regenerate to forest."

For the purpose of Land Use planning, this scheme has had very little application and l?:l‘lclll llmjh:l;nns: fo'r the
simple reason that one is unable to use it in agricultural planning, particularly in regard to "crop d:;era lcah::' to
which the country is now committed. It is inevitable that any proposed scheme, if it is to be “::[:; thu:' ?‘m“-‘t o
directed towards specific crop possibilities. This scheme, therefore, appears not to have jus o vﬂn :ums 1
money that have been spent on soil survey mmhmm‘m'ﬁmhﬂdwm n onstruc
tion of the scheme could have been obtained directly from existing topographical and vegetational maps.

It is realised that no scheme of soil suitability can be perfect, as certain assumptions hml ;:.vb:ya"t“to;b:’:hiﬁ:fmd.
In situations where exact nutrient supplying power and agronomic performancs o FPSC 1 HCUE operate, fluctuate
Added to the lack of complete technological information, economic and marketing )

system that satisfy time users of any such
and vary with time. enhances the difficulty of the creation of & mﬂm mﬁﬂm ;:1 is m!d::lctin:. from m:m
Scheme. Be that as it may, and despite all the possible limitations %

de fcab
fact that, information is available !mtmmwwmmmd“chm““ e thity
than the present "'Soil Suitability Classification for Malaya.

* Faculty of Agriculture, University of Malaya.
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To do this, we have to consider the major features of the soil profile. The chemical properties of soils very often
are secondary because the vast majority of Malayan soils need to be. fertilized and this factor will have undoubtedly to
be taken into account when knowledge accrues for a really sophisticated scheme of soil suitability. For soil properties
which are more difficult to change, the form of research data to the land use planner will have to be a restraint in the
choice of crops but even this should be based on soil/yield relationships. For the present, profile morphology must be
the main factor of consideration. Andriesse (1966) makes an excellent start for such a scheme in his proposals of eva-
luating land in Sarawak but the scheme can only have real value to policy makers if the groupings are to be geared to-
wards specific crops. Invariably the policy makers, and people who wish to use land for crop purposes want primarily
to know the answers to the question: "What crop should we grow on this or that particular ground ?"

The Malayan Soil Suitability Classification hardly provides any answers to the questions that users require. It is
highly questionable if one could even agree with the statement associated with Class 1 Land. - land described as being

suitable for all crops.

Areas with a rainfall exceeding 50 inches per annum and a dry season less than 4 months are usually under closed
forest and where the rainfall is above 75 inches as in most parts of Malaya, the moist evergreen forest prevails, In
South East Asia the forest gives way to areas dominated in the main by lallang (Imperata cylindrica var. major). In
the Philippines (Bedard 1958), estimates that some 17% of the total area is now covered with lallang where once the
country was almost entirely forested. In the forest region Nye & Greenland (1960) show the rapid decline in yields with
cropping. The yields in the first and second cycles of a rotation of rice, groundnuts, and cassava and a one year legu-
minous cover crop succeeding a forest follow in the Belgian Congo, reported by Tondeur (1956) and cited by Nye &

Greenland were:

Yields (Kg. /ha.)
Ist cycle 2nd cycle
Rice 2,31 565
Groundnuts 1,362 191
Cassava 45,000 30,000

Many workers have demonstrated this decline in yields including Malne (1940) who reported rapid falls in the yields of
food crops following clearing of forests in British Guinea and Trinidad. Nye & Greenland (1960) stress the importance
of maintaining the ecology of rain forest zones, The replacement of the forest by annuals leads to a permanent lowering
of the fertility of the soil,,

Apart from nutrient removal losses, it is necessary to distinguish between natural erosion which will ocour under
the climax vegetation of the region and the accelerated erosion which may be caused by cultivation. The closed canopy
of leaves, the layer of litter and the mass of surface roots all serve to reduce the surface movement of soll to a mini-
mum. The kinetic energy of the rain drops is absorbed by the upper canopy and the force of the drips from this canopy
is further lessened or cushioned by the lower canopy and the litter layer; again the surface layer beneath the litter
promotes ready percolation into the soil; so erosion is minimal in such an ecological situation.

Dabin (1959) estimated losses from a small plot of 12-15% slope near Abidjian in the Ivory Coast (rainfall 85 inches
per annum), of the order of 0.4 ton per acre Per year over 3 years whilst a similar plot of 7-8% slope under cultivation
lost 45 tons per acre per year. Nye & Greenland (1960) succinctly point out the importance of a forest climax in the

Are we then to take it that all Class 1 Land as defined by Leamy & Panton 1965), Wi
+ Wong (1966) in their scheme of
:nnahﬂity can be recommended for the large scale cultivation of such annual crops as maize, hill padi etc. ? Apart
tm the h’que;tlon of the agricultural potential of Class 1 areas, there is also difficulty in distinguishing difference be-
:.n; ;1 and class 3 in the scheme proposed. Andriesse (1966) has suggested criteria such as slope, erosion,
n:itrhe soil, natural drainage for distinguishing various classes, The criteria are excellent, but the problem is not
e lymaolveduntﬂmat&empthmdstotiauptcm-dlbesoﬂuﬂtheropadnmuuy. What may be deemed as
flu:.lﬂl:d‘;:ru;e;nlpadx. wﬁl:ehuh”“wmr' Thenunmdmcmmuumuuyubhumchcuhm
pplic ly way gin is through attempting to relate certain soil features, such
= as depth of profile, tex-
:‘m, depth of water table, soil permeability, erodibility, and features of the climate such as the m?:m ?r otherwise
.,d: dry season to specific crop possibilities Some crops thrive on g markedly seasonal climate, whereas others are
pted to equitable conditions throughout the year. It would be necessary to consider crops in te.rms of habit such as
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suggested that there were no differences in the availability of soil phosphorus for the different species. The ability of
one species to take up much more of a particular nutrient from a given soil than another species may be due to root
distribution and the volume of soil explored by the roots and the rate of uptake at a given activity. Drainage aspects

also need to be looked into in greater detail e.g. we need to know if soils are permanently or intermittently water logged.
If they are not permanently water logged, we need to know for what period they are free of water and to what depth.
Would it be possible to grow an annual crop for the period, during which the water table is below the surface? Wong
(1966) has cited the presence of laterite between 2 to 3 feet from the surface of a soil as an example of a minor limitation.
Whilst this would possibly be true for tree crops such as oil palm, shallow rooting crops on areas of flat topography
would be relatively unaffected by the presence of such physical impediments in the profile, Joseph (1964) proposed the
use of such areas for sugar cane cultivation in North Kedah where the climatic features were conducive to its growth.
Although erodibility of soils have been made implicit in the scheme proposed (by the use of topographical differentiae),
finer distinctions need to be made e.g. Terrace soils, alluvial soils, humic gleys are subject to minimal erosion. Here
a wide range of annual crops would be feasible as indeed, is commenly grown in such areas.

No mention has been made of nutrient supplying power. Here again, information is available to make recommenda-
tions, distinguishing areas for crop diversification e.g., areas formed from basic igneous rocks have a much higher
magnesium supply power and cropping systems that lead to greater removal of magnesium by crop harvests can be
sited in such areas, for example, in situations where Rubber/Oil Palm possibilities are being integrated. There is
also the question of usage of areas disturbed by mining operations as well as the larger problem of the sandy beach
deposits of the East Coast of Malaya. How can we best use such areas? Groundnuts for disturbed tin-tailings? A
legume /grass pasture for limited grazing under coconut palms or pine forests on the bris soils of Eastern Malaya? How
hest can we use our acid sulphate soils? Is ameriolation of such soils feasible in economic terms or should we turn to
more adaptable plants such as the sago palm? Suggestions have to be forthcoming, despite limitations in the lack of
experimental efforts. We need to draw attention to possibilities of land use; and it has to be more definitive than the
current proposals for a Soil Suitability Classification for Malaya.

This conference could make a start by setting up a Committee, consisting of soil surveyors, agronomists, biome-
tricians and crop sclentists to pool knowledge obtained from soil surveys, of crop habit and of crop adaptation if we are
to justify the vast sums of money which have been spent and are being spent for soil survey work in this region.

Future prospects:

The problem of translating soil survey information from the finished products (soil maps) to the creation of land use
maps arises primarily because features of the soil profile have been viewed in many different ways, resulting in diverse
approaches to soil classification, Whilst it is highly desirable to have one classification scheme of general applicability
serving a general purpose for all soil students and users, a balance of purpose would inevitably mean that for special
dissertions it would be found inadequate. It would be no detraction, indeed it may be inevitable, even desirable that
special classifications need to be carried along simultaneously with the general classification, The soil series has been
shown to give poor correlations with production whilst better correlations are obtained between production and one or
two soil properties. In Australia for example leaching losses of phosphorus encountered from some sandy soils
(Hingston 1959) do not seem to occur from some loams (Williams 1950). Finck and Ochtman (1961) working on irrigated
soils in the Sudan found a correlation between yield of cotton and clay content of the soil. In Malaya, soils formed on
different kinds of granite (all other factors being equal to give us a geosequence) show quite marked differences in their
ability to grow crops even though all the sofls appear equally weathered and leached.

. : : their ability to hold more mois~
The more basic members give rise to soils with a higher clay content and possibly
ture and retain more nutrients make them more productive soils. Texture obviously play an extremely important part
in soil /plant relationships although in almost all classification systems texture is used as a differential at the lowest
levels of categorisation i.e. at the soil type level.

i lassify soils as media of differing
We cannot expect to classify soils as soils in a gingle operation nor can we ¢

degrees of suitability for plant growth. A punched card system of goﬂ information will enable e'm:tm:mfir.:n;i ::;:::::r 2
various situations of detail, including situations not envisaged at present e.g.’;’haga ::' soil du:rt:e:w Mhme,
crop removal etc. Basic data from soil surveys, soil analyses, fertilizer tr i transf d :
punched card records. Once the cards have been created and the accuracy of the punchi.n_g veriii_a no tun:er reterence
to source documents is necessary. As new information becomes mihhlg this is m:t:v?rf: csr:lsl; tez?:: J:‘m
constituting a permanent and accurate record the cards can be processed in a number > iwwhi ot e
of water table, texture, K on Mg. status, nitrogen content, C.E.C. etc. Inany soil/crops relat mlax i:i:tuminvolvl
varisble are involved. Computerisation is the only ultimate answer to the problem of solving comp ng

multivariate functions for the creations of a truely sophisticated scheme of soil suitability.
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Discussion

Andriesse: Inyom'Pmcrlmdﬂntyond:joclhoaﬁoﬂmmbﬂm(ﬂnnlﬂmuoupmdmmcrqmnly.
while your closing sentence just now was 'every Soil Suitability Classification should be geared
to one gpecific crop.' Could you please explain the apparent contradiction?

Joseph: lywdﬁwmwmmeeWMmdnmd-uumeuﬂym
to assess the situation for each crop. Data on specific plant requirements have to be fed in for deci-
slmtobemlawﬁhmsmttothahulcrqﬂcrwmloﬂw. There are also going to
hmmhsmMuancmmmmm. In order to incorporate further
g:ﬂmumu mefmmoom-'hmubmmgmhmd-mm can allow for

Andriesse: Amlrldatto&lnkﬂutymwuttopuﬂﬂymrlﬂwnﬂmmmmhcudlandthentol.esveitl.o
ﬁnumhmmﬂwletormhcmp. rather than having a fixed scheme ?

Joseph: . NO.hmmdmdmmrunhudtomnummumn related to soil
lwmcylnbrmndhndmm-thmum. o

Ashworth: wmunuﬂaﬂmwuﬁnymm“aomrmmateru.ltopmdk"
torﬁhmmdumpt(wnahmﬂmnﬂutbhiwmﬁnmcdhcud.

Guha: nﬁwmhumn%m&nl

punch card system to record all physical and
chemical properties of soil and site characteristics is being practised in R.R.I. These cards are
used to evaluate different soil properties with regard to their effect on growth and yield of the
specific crop rubber. We started in 1964 and have at present 4,000 of such cards. We find them
very useful, slmn.prlauolmlonlmlyniswemcnrrhdqnmumpbamr which we had no
mmwmmhmwmmwhdhuhvﬂm. The punch card system is
only of value lnmpenosoumbutahotomm work concerning rubber.
Ysselmuiden;



Joseph:

Singh:

Paramananthan:

Law Wei Min:

Ashworth:

Andriesse:

L:;n:khet?“;?m?: g?‘ confused. The Soil Suitability Classification for broad land use planning
the cremmj‘;’ ppea- irst part of my paper. The second part touches upon future prospects for
Sophisticated scheme where computerizing of data is essential for advisory

work in relation to maintaining productivity of s
oils. Soil Suitab must ultimately cover both
Land Use Planning for development as well as serve extension mi'laldtz 4

Computerization for advisory purposes is already being

used in Holland and in Australia, This
paper shows the numerous variables to keep in mind in interpreting soil suitability classes and the
scientific approach as suggested by this paper is commendable.

the information in the computer each sofl will fall into its respective soil suitability class for
that
crop. It is impossible to have one soil suitability classification encompassing anitgrope.

1 agree with Paramananthan that a so-called universal system is impossible, when comparing two
contrasting countries such as New Zealand and Malaysia. We see that in New Zealand the main

cTop is pasture and soil suitability is mainly interpreted for grasses but other crops such as
orchards are also catered for,

In Malaysia, the crop range is too wide for a universal soil suitability classification. We have to
:,l:?;:jha crops into groups such as the tree crops, shrub and low trees, annuals like root crops,

Idisa.greewlthbr.thorthstatementﬂuthacmctmhwmmhmdsmbedhsﬂumtor
the extension worker. In my experience, the system is very valuable, The R.R.I. has this facility
in their advisory service and can now easily get some idea of the particular farm's soils and mana-
gement practises to aid them in their advisory work at any one time.

You are possibly right if single values are concerned but in general, fertilizer needs can only be
predicted with certainty given regular analyses.

To comment on this. In Holland, apart from having these punch cards which are used for keeping
a yearly check on the farm, analyses on soils are regularly carried out. Then, with the analyses
and the history of the farm given in the punch card fertilizer recommendations can be made. We
should, however, keep in mind that here advisory work is concerned and not soil suitability as
such. One can keep a check on a farm but not on a whole soil series on which the management

practises may vary widely.

There is no point in arguing over this. It appears that only a demonstration is needed to convince
everybody. Fertilizer recommendations for a soil series as a whole are actually given for rubber,
(see Paper 4, Session 4).

As a general comment, I would like to state that if we are aiming at results there should be total
intergration between the work of the Soil Surveyors and that of the Agronomists. K we want to
create an chjective classification than we have to carry out trials with all our crops on the major
soil series and intergrate in these trials as much as possible economics so that the ecomomic

viability can be studied,
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FAO'S ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF SOIL FERTILITY RESEARCH

AND PROMOTION OF FERTILIZER USE

H.N. MUKERJEE
Regional Soil Fertility Specislist for Asia and the Far East
FMMWWmthMu, Bangkok

mhnrdl.vahletokﬂpmmﬂnﬂpddbymm.vlththnmaquamﬂmttoodimporuintothm
countries are mounting, Tiklngthemﬂ-ssﬁmim-toodlmmﬂnnloo,thaﬁmeforl%&monlysa,Mulo
the figure in 1966 jumped up to 143, Emmmm;todmm.thwdmmmmm;ecmnﬂﬂeaissﬁn
verylow.nndmuchmmtmdwmldhengﬂndtomﬂﬂnﬂnpomhﬁmltlmmabhmmmmndud. The
popuhumuupactodtodabhmmmmwm.mnmmglﬁmmdthatﬂIepmoemtoodprodwﬂm

should be increased by 3-4 times, if it is intended to feed the people even at a médium nutritional level, instead of the
present low level.

Anundculmcmm&yhctohnmutoodpwdmﬂm.bmnhrhwemlynucmdedmbamly
maintaining the same per capat production, which prevailed before World War II. Jt is generally estimated that, with
regard to cereals, over 50 percent duummmmmuus-samuss-esmdmtom
extension of acreage. mmmmmunncmmmmm&enmmacuhmumumgmum
existing traditional technology of production. mmmumummmmmmmummd,
mmamzmmmmmwumummpmmmwmmumam. Food production in
the developing countries has risen mainly because of an increase in area cultivated, whilst in developed countries rising
crop ylelds per hectare have been the principal factor.

Onedtheraumforﬂwmhﬂvohpmmﬂmhtmdwdmﬂmhbunmhﬂmmmmmuy
thamladamcultummwmomlcdwohpmmwﬂnmhuuuﬂMdﬂnmmmdpunchsmdsdtohrmg
about the required increase in production, The emphasis of the early agricultural development plans was placed on
expanding the productive base of the economy through physical investment. As a result both public expenditure within
the agricultural sector and external aid were directed primarily towards the construction of large-scale projects such
as irrigation, land reclamation and resettlement schemes, Moreover, it was believed that agriclture constituted a
"bargain sector"”, in which considerable increases in output could be achieved through the adoption of simple technical
improvements such as, improved tillage practices, row planting, weed control, improved crop varieties, ete., without
making much effort to introduce the essential cash inputs such as fertilizers, soil amendments, pest control chemicals,
etc., on an extensive scale. It was not fully appreciated that although the adoption of such simple improvements provides
an excellent opportunity for achieving increases in output, the possibilities they offer are soon exhausted,

was to influencing the decisions of individual farmers in regard to pro-
ducﬁonnn?immmm' mﬁ?mmmmzwm Mmh‘mwmm. and not enough em-~
phasis was put on such strategic areas as, research of an adaptive nature, education, extension, credit, marketing,
subsidies on inputs, price support of produce, land reform, etc. Consequently, output targets were not achieved, and
even the benefits expected from large-scale projects of the type mentioned above failed to materialize at the planned
rates. Hence, the food producing sectors of most of the developing countries continue to operate to a large extent along
traditional lines, using traditional technology. Yield levels per hectare, which may be regarded as a yardstick of the
technology used, have risen only slowly and remain low compared to those of modernized agriculture (Appendix I).

oided, and if the economic and social deve~
R is apparent thet, i videsreont M SIS schieve
lopment of food deficit developing amuwmgmmﬂmwmﬂméanh;nb :::rtm:tldth-bt:l;.h lg:r-i..
task involving 3

"‘hl dfgfm&mm: om““m_ Fortunately, there is a greater awareness in the developing countries
of the need to being about this transformation, and efforts are being Mhmmmwommm ned
supplemented by assistance from the United Nations and also bilateral aid from e Datite (aerensing thetr
Azrlcu]hm&xnﬂuﬁmhthﬂnhdmmmwhh mentioned above.
food production as quickly as possible, through the solution of the -
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FAO's Activities

As is well-known increased agricultural production tarough the adoption of modern technology is mainly based on
the introduction of: (i) controlled irrigation and drainage, (il) soil fertility improvement and fertilizer use, (iii) high-
fertilizer responsive crop varieties, (iv) plant protection measures, and (v) improved cultural practices including weed
control. FAO is assisting the Member Countries in all these fields, but the present discussion would be confined to
items (ii) and (iii), concerning soil fertility improvement and fertilizer use, and high~fertilizer responsive crop

varieties.

Of the above production factors, chemical fertilizer is of primary importance in providing rapid and substantial
increases in yields. In the developing countries, the soils are usually deficient in one or more of the main plant
nutrients like N, P305 or K20, an” there is evidence that many of them also lack some secondary elements like
calcium, magnesium, iron and sulphur, and in some cases, micronutrients. Continuous cultivation has depleted the
soil of nutrients, and the available farmyard manure and compost are not enough to restore soil fertility, Furthermore,
the traditional practice of shifting cultivation (bush fallow) in some areas, is breaking down owing to population pressure,
and with shorter fallow periods, soil fertility has often declined very rapidly. Fertilizers in conjunction with improved
cultural practices are therefore essential for restoring and maintaining sofl fertility under these conditions.

In comparison with other production factors, fertilizers offer certain advantages which facilitate their use among
farmers. In the first place, the response from fertilizers is usually strikingly visible, and the difference in growth,
colour of the plant, and the size of the crop or fruit are evident to the eye of even the illiterate farmer. Secondly, the
farmer obtains a relatively quick return from their use, specially on annual crops where results are obtained within
the same cropping season. At the same time, the financial outlay required is much lower than for many other improve-
ments, and by a proper combination " other factors with fertilizers, very substantial profits may be obtained. Hence,
fertilizers are in general readily acce, ted at an early stage in the transition from traditiunal techniques to scientific
practices, and have been aptly called the spearhead of agricultural development, The capital formation from using
fertilizers alone, enables the farmer to gradually invest more and more towards other inputs for maximum crop pro=-
duction. The present fertilizer use in most of the developing countries of South-east Asia is very small (Appendices
Il or 1), and the bulk of the fertilizer is used on cash crops. Hence, considerable effort should be made to increase
fertilizer use on cereals, in order to assure sufficiency of food in the future,

FAOQ is assisting the Member Countries to achieve the above objectives through the following:

1. The International Rice Commission.

2. Technical Assistance and Special Fund projects financed by the United Nations Development Program.
3. Projects financed by FAO's Freedom-from~Hunger Campaign.

Brief descriptions of the abo-e follows;

As early as 1949, FAO recognized that rice was the most important food crop in the Far East and over 92 per-
cent of the world's rice crop was grown there, An International Rice Commission (IRC) was therefore organized,
with the object of increasing rice production, not only in the Far East, but in all the rice growing countries of the
world, with the following countries as members:

Auctralia, Brazil, Burma, Ceylon, Cambodia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Equador, France, Ghana, Guatemala,
Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Japan, Korea, Laos, Liberia, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mexico, Nepal,

Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, Paraguay, Philippines, Portugal, Sierra Leone, Thailand, UAR, United Kingdom,
USA, Venezuela, and Vietnam.

1. Working Party on Rice Soils, Water and Fertilizer Practices.
2. Working Party on Rice Production and Protection.

3. Working Party on Agricultural Engineering Aspects of Rice Production, Storage and Processing.
Both the IRC and the three Working Parties meet once in two years.

investigations to be undertaken for improving rice yields are made in eac’. meeting, the Working Party adopted a
Loug-term Program of investigations in its 1959 session, consisting of nineteen items (Appendix V),

The items in the long-term program are mostl
¥ self-explanatory, and have been suggested with the objective
of obtaining information which would enable the investigator to advise farmers about the correct combination of

high-fertilizer -responsive rice varieties, under

different soil-water-
B s ae cite m::::mm conditions, for the most economie returns. However a few comments on some of
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Yem 1. Simple tests on cultivators' fields

‘ The technique of simple tests on farmers' fields has been developed within the last twenty-five years. The author,
during his work of advising the extension service, in the 1930's, about the economic doses and combinations of plant

nutrients to be recommended to the farmers under different soil management conditions, had realized that the existing
methods were not suitable for offering realistic advice to farmers, about the economic use of fartilizers.

The usual method for obtaining a preliminary idea of the kinds and amounts of fertilizers and soil amendments
required to increase the fertility of a plot of land is to first conduct a soil test of the particular plot, Usually inform-
ation about PH, organic matter, salt content, nitrogen, available phosphorus and potassium, Mg, S and micro-nutrients
(in special cases), physical characteristics of the root zone, water table, etc., gives a fair idea of the inputs and
management practices necessary to increase soil fertility. On the basis of this, tests are made by actually growing
crops on this plot with different amounts and combinations of the required inputs, in order to prepare response curves

for the calculation of economic dosages. Such tests are usually conducted on experiment stations and the results dis-
seminated to the farmers over wide areas in the same soil series or type.

When the author tested such results obtained in the experiment stations, on farmers' fields, in the same soil type,
it was found that entirely different kinds of requirements and responses were indicated in many of the fields. It was
therefore concluded that the soil fertilities in the experiment stations and on the farmers' fields were entirely different
due to the widely different management practices adopted, combined with the local variations in plant nutrient contents
within the same soll series. Hence for realistic recommendations to farmers in a homogeneous soil unit, it is essential
to random-sample this unit by conducting a suitable number of crop growing tests, combined with soil testing, on
farmers' fields, under different management and water availability conditions.

In 1943, the author proposed that field work should be conducted on the above lines and in 1948 actually started
extensive trials on farmers' fields. In 1951, the IRC recommended that such trials should be started in other countries,
and FAO arranged for advise and assistance in the matter. As a result of this, this technique of simple tests on culti-
vators' fields has now been adopted by most developing countries in the Far East, Near East, Africa and Latin America.
Full details of the technique and some of the results obtained have been described by the author (1) with sixty-six
references on the subject. Some other papers on the subject are also given in the bibliography (2 to 10). The original
technique is being constantly improved by numerous field workers and recently Hauser (11) has prepared a comprehensive
paper, from his field experience, on the details of the field technique and the experimental designs, which will prove
very useful as a handbook for field workers.

The implications of the need for extensive fests on famerl' fields for accurate recommendations about economic
use of fertilizers and soil amendments is not fully understood by some soil scientists. The author would welcome
critical questions and discussions on the subject from the delegates at the Conference.

This technique is meant for accurate determination of fertilizer requirements under locally variable conditions,
and is necessary for the developing countries, where the farmers have a meagre extra cash to invest, and where the
benefit /cost ratio between fertilizer prices and the produce is very adverse. Hence the farmer has to be advised about
the most profitable investment for his small extra cash, so that he may not waste a part of it on fertilizers or amendments
which are not immediately needed for a profitable return. The conditions are entirely different in the developed countries
due to higher farm incomes, cheaper fertilizers, and Government price-support for the produce. Under those conditions,
it is not necessary to determine very accurately the amounts dﬁertﬂims and amendments, and the tendency is to use
maximal amounts over large areas, because the cost of fertilizers is quite small in comparison to the other farm costs
and the expected return is highly profitable. s

In addition to the simple trials on farmers' ﬁﬁ& to determine ﬂ” m“{:mmg‘:’;:;‘f;eﬁléignﬁyn:;z::y
to conduct conventional trials to find out how a given amount of fertilizer mand Sfnt St it high fariiliser respon-
the proper carrier, placing it at a depth, split application “mm MI".BN:
sive varieties, controlled irrigation and drainage, better cultural pr 0

Residual and cumulative effects of fertilizers should be determined to t:;n; :;_t :l:m mwziii.w of reducing the bill
for certain fertilizers, which tend to accumulate in the loﬂ m.ﬁ“dm

ons like, acidity, alkalinity, salinity, aluminium toxicity,
ete., can be corrected, through the use of appropriate
may act with full efficiency.

It is also necessary to determine how the soil limital
bad physical conditions, high water table, effects of erosion,
soil amendments, drainage ete., so that the applied fertilizer

.d for obtaining the requirements for different nutrients
These plant nutrition studies are NCMM l'hrl i w;,mﬁmwmm techniques .
by the plant at different growth stages for helping in developing



Item 9 of the Long-term Program

For accurate advice to individual farmers through soil testing, it is necessary to establish correlations between
applied nutrients and crop response under field conditions. Although, fair correlations are obtained in pot tests, such
correlations have not been so far obtained in tests on farmers' fields, Some results obtained by FAO experts would be

discussed under country reports.
Items 10 - 19 of -ter m

These topics deal with studies on sampling of wet paddy soils, nutrient deficiency symptoms, water-relationships,
physical condition of soils, physiological diseases, paddy soil classification, micro-nutrient requirements and reclam-
ation of organic soils. Particular items are studied under particular conditions, where they are appropriate.

The Eleventh Session of the three IRC Working Parties would be held in Ceylon from 2-14 September, 1968, and
attached as Appendix V. The subjects would be introduced by papers prepared by FAO for many items, and Member
Countries are expected to present papers on work conducted in their countries. 5

Apart from the usual topics, item 9 relates to " Factors responsible for very high yields of rice". The subject
of obtaining high rice yields have become very important in recent years due to the growing food shortage. Since its
inception in 1949, the International Rice Coramission had pointed out that the rice varieties grown in the topics, grow
tall and lodge when higher doses of nitrogen are applied, and cannot give very high yields, like the dwarf varicties grown
in the temperate regions. Hence, the IRC started a co-operative rice hybridization project to obtain dwarf varieties
which would show high fertilizer response. Much work on this line has since been done, and in recent years, some indica
varieties like IR 8 and IR § in the International Rice Research Institute, ADT 27 in India, H-4 in Ceylon, BPI-76 in the
Philippines, and Syntha in Indonesia, have been evolved which show very high response to higher doses of fertilizers.
However, farmers in the different tropical countries have been obtaining very high ylelds of 8-10 tons per hectare of
paddy, in the prize competitions, with their indigenous tall varieties and with rather small doses of fertilizers. It
appears that there are certain other factors apart from fertilizers and variety, which in proper combinations may give
very high yields. Further, in temperate climates like Japan, where dwarf high-fertilizer responsive varieties are
grown, the prize-winning farmers were producing over 10 tons of paddy per hectare, but the agricultural scientists
could not produce so much, But, during the last two years, the scientists have been able to produce such yields in the
experiment stations as a result of concentrated study of the farmers' techniques and conditions, and a paper on the soil
and fertilizer factors involved in obtaining such high yields would be presented by FAO to the next session of the Working
Party., The author presented a paper on the analysis of factors responsible for very high yields in the 1966 session (8),
in which the techniques of prize-winning farmers from India, Japan, Korea, Philippines, Taiwan and Thailand were
discussed. It was pointed out in the above paper that farmers even manage to change the chemical and physical composi-

A quarterly journal called IRC Newsletter is published by FAO which contains original papers either presented to
the Working Parties, or communicated to the editor by research workers in the Member Countries,

sis e in Field Work by FAQ

The recommendations of the IRC have provided valuable incentive to research workers, but FAO assists in
converting recommendations into field action, whenever requested by Member Countries.

The following types of field assistance are arranged by FAO:

(a) Technical Assistance (TA am: One FAO Ex i
cam: pert and one Fellowship with some equipment (if necessary)
is given for conducting tests on farmers' fields and experiment stations. FAO Experts have worked in Burma, Indonesia
and Vietnam, and are at present working in Afganistan, Cambodia, Nepal and Pakistan.

(b) Freedom-from-Hunger Campaign (FFHC) Progra
m: One or two FAO Experts are provided with substantial
m for lertll;‘.z?jr:;m'l‘llma :re mor? "farmer-oriented" and ""down-to-earth" projects, in which simple fertilizer trials
i semm utedn s del:-n on tarmers' fields, which not only provide information on economical fertilizer requirements,
exce onstrations. As a result of awareness of the farmers towards fertilizer use through these

mers lack cash, pilot credit schemes are
established for supplying fertilizer on credit, to be repaid after the harvest of the crop., The money thus obtained is

Such FFHC projects are at present operating

(e "—"Mﬁmmlfﬂ_)dr_
) E) Program: More substantial aid is given In this program with five or six UN Experts in

fields such as,
soil cluslf:::ti::l::erglltn:::dflom n:firimanta, agronomy, soil chemistry, plant nutrition, agricultural economics,
total cost may approach one mmof:ne;ou:i' So: 2 Slong with 6-10 fellowships, vehicles, equipment eto. . of which the
demonstrations and pilot credit sche s 15 Or a 5-year probject. In addition to simple trials on farmers' fields, and
also conducted in these projects 0:: of mmtwlm on soil chemistry , plant nutrition and sofl class ification are
operational in Korea, Philippine. e S€ projects has been completed in Iran. while others are at present

' Ppines Thailand. Another SF project viz., "Pilot Farm for Irrigated Agriculture" in

Thﬂua-nd (Kllluln) als th e dl.[ﬂ lt p oble wh he intr oduction of
de wil som Cu 50"
robl ms ich arise in multip!c crupping after t ’

ition. Two
of Nepal and Indonesia, and are awaiti more SF projects have boen prepared for the Governments
¢ 3 r a . mar
i given in Appendix V. 16 approval. A summary of the Purposes and organization of a normal SF project

124



I‘hedgvalopmzcumhdesmtuhg;eﬂﬂndloodmuﬁmhtothew populati;
low per hectare yields. Efficient fertilizer use, combined with high~fertilizer um-. d::h:n:rmm‘
with controlled irrigation, and adequate plant protection measures can rapidly increase production. FAO is assisting
the Member Countries through ''production-oriented" Projects, concerning the promotion of fertilizer use amongst
farmers. The farmers' varieties give over 50 percent yield increase due to fertilizer application and the improved
varieties show much higher increases. Hence, there is enormous potential for obtaining increased yields, and ferti-
lizer has to be used as the key factor to realize this potential. If proper steps are taken now, to see that most of the
farmers use fertilizers in the developing countries, there would be no danger of the threatened "hunger and famine"
in the foreseeable future.
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APPENDIX |

Yield per hectare of paddy and total production of paddy and all cereals

RN i e - ALL CEREALS
COUNTRIES
Yield 100 kg/ha Production Production
(1000 m/t. ) (1000 m/t. )
3 ::;::,’;g 1964 /65 _11:::;;: 1964/65 ﬁ::;g;;: 1964/65

Burma 14.6 16.4 5 481 8 151 5 571 .8 313
Cambodia 9.8 11.0 1633 2 570 1643 2 790
Ceylon 14.2 20.0 479 1 054 503 1 086
China, Taiwan 22,1 36.5 1682 2 795 1710 2 866
Hong Kong 22.8 14.0 37 12 37 12
India 11.1 16.1 | 33383 | 58008 | 56064 92 728
Japan 42.5 51.5 | 12736 | 16802 | 16 446 19 498
Korea, North 29.4 % 1168 . . -
Korea, Rep. of 27.5 33.3 2 567 3974 3 379 5 182
Laos 6.4 . 540 i 556 .
Malaya 20.1 26.3 554 921 554 925
Sabah 12.6 23.9 42 85 4“4 88
Sarawak - 9.5 103 107 103 107
Nepal - 19.6 - 2200 3 510 3 257
Pakistan 13.8 6.8 | 12399 | 17780 | 17199 23 370
Philippines 11.8 12.5 2 767 3 992 3 463 5 305
Thailand 13.1 16.0 6 846 9 625 6 877 10 575
Vietnam, North - 18.6 - 4 512 1 390 4 786
Vietnam, Rep. of 13.6 20.2 2 469 5185 2 469 5 231
Indonesia 16.1 17.4* | 9405 | 11704% | 1137 14 155+

* 1963/64 figures
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cplintsg iﬁaﬂu w : B e
2052/ Kg0 K20

e A ya ks Metric tons ............ S 1 TG 1000 ha.

Burma 0.32 0.06 - 0.38 14,948
Cambodia 0.10 0.34 0.10 0.54 2,984
Ceylon 22.64 0.50 18.35 41.49 1,873
China, Taiwan 162,02 41,91 50.96 255.79 882
India 3.60 0.83 0.55 4.98 162,883
Indonesia 5.57% 2.61* 0.26% 8.44% 17,681
Iran 2.07 1.72 0.17 3.96 16,850
| Japan 129.08 - 90.94 101,10 321,12 6,042
Korea, Rep. of 89.17 42.19 17.78 149.14 2,153
Malaysia West Malaysia 16.10 2.42 6.04 24.56 2,484
Sabah 2.46 2.46 1.48 6.40 183
Nepal 0.55 0.01 0.03 0.59 1,831
Pakistan 5.10 0.43 0.09 5.62 25,761
Philippines 7.31 3.78 6.30 17.39 11,210
Thailand 1.60 0.89 0.44 2.93 10, 604
Viet-Nam, Rep. of '9.00 18.88 3.79 31.67 3,082

L/ Data on arable land and land under permanent crops have heen taken from FAO Production Yearbook, 1966, Vol XX,
Part I, Table 1: “Land Use". Arable land includes land planted to crops (double cropped area counted only once),

land temporarily fallow, temporary meadows for moving or pastures, garden land, and land under fruit trees, vines
and fruit-bearing shrubs.

2/ Data exclude ground rock phosphate.

*  1963/64
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APPENDIX 1V

FOOD AND AGRICULEE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
INTERNATIONAL RICE COMMISSION

LONG-TERM PROGRAM IN THE FIELD OF RICE SOILS,
WATER AND FERTILIZER PRACTICES

Following the recommendations made by the International Rice Commission at its Seventh Session in 1959, a
suggested long-term program of research has evolved with three major objectives. These are:

(a) To aid and support national efforts.
(b) To strengthen collaboration and co-operation among the various countries; and
(¢) To help ﬂl.lm{mpmnpu in the technical programs of Member Countries.

Simple fertilizer tests on cultivators' fields, testing responses to N, P and K, ete.
Efficiency of different fertilizer materials and lime
Time and method of fertilizer application,
Interaction of fertilizers with varieties, irrigation and cultural practices.
Residual and cumulative effects of fertilizer use.
6. Amelioration of problem soils where adverse factors other than nutrient deficiency operate, viz. acidity,
alkalinity, salinity, aluminium toxicity, bad physical conditions, soil erosion, etc.
7. The uptake from wet paddy soils dﬂlsmtrientelsmdlbythnxloephntltdﬂ!erent stages of development
and the effect of these elements on the metabolism of the plant,

O o o BO

8. Basic research on soil and plant physiological problems, studying such matters as the !lxing_ capacity of the
soil, crystal structure of clay minerals, factors affecting the utilization of different materials and biochemical changes
in the plant.

9. Correlation between soil chemical analytical data and field responses to plant nutrients to enable advice to be
given to individual farmers on the economics of the use of fertilizers.

10. Development of more suitable methods of sampling wet soils and, if need be, of appropriate methods for
analysis of such soils.

11. Perfection of techniques for the detection of nutrient deficiencies during the growing stage of the rice plant
by foliar diagnosis and deficiency symptoms.

12. The influence of the water regime of the jsoil on the paddy plant, e.g.

(2) Water balance under various climatic and soil conditions.

(b) The effect of too much or too little water for the rice plant.

(c) Water management under different farming practice.

(d) Design of irrigation and drainage systems.

(e) Land preparation for irrigation.

(f) Operation and maintenance of irrigation and drainage systems to effect greater irrigation efficiency.
(g) Effects of temperature and quality of irrigation water on rice crop growth.

13. The function of water in relation to physiology and growth responses in the rice plant.

14, The effect of water on the chemical, physical and micro-biological changes including those undergone by added
fertilizer materials in wet paddy soils and the plant toxicities that appear to be developed under prolonged flooded condi-
tions.

15. The optimum physical conditions of rice soils:

(a) Optimum soil moisture content for tillage operations;
(b) Time, method and depth of tillage operations;

(c) Optimum goil aggregation for rice production;

(d) Drainage and aeration of rice soils.

16. Causes and remedies of the physloloslc;.:'dbemn dtm o

17. Deve adequate m of classification paddy 1

18. The elg: :;:o-mhu:?:m, both from the point of view of availability from soil and their physiological
effects in the plant. -

19. Reclamation of soils containing large amounts of organic matter for rice cultivation.
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APPENDIX V
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

The International Rice Commission (IRC)

Eleventh Session

Kandy, Ceylon - 2-14 September 1968
PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Procedural Matters

1,

2,

3.

4.

Opening of Meeting

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman
Adoption of Agenda

Election of Drafting Committee

Technical Matters

8.

10.

11,

12.

13.

14,

Water requirements and management as affected by:-
(a) direct sowing vs. transplanting
(b) temperature of soil and water
(c) rotation with other crops
(d) depth of water at various growth stages
Practical methods of increasing efficiency of irrigation.

(a) Reclamation and water and soil management in acid, saline, alkaline and degraded soils.
(b) Classification of rice soils

Water and fertilizer management for rice grown under upland conditions

Factors responsible for very high yields of rice.

The use of soil and plant analysis in determining the fertilizer requirements of rice.
Time and method of fertilizer application

Response of rice to micronutrients

Kinds of fertilizer materials

Discussion on hand book on water control and manage ment

Discussion on bulletin on terminology,
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PEN VI

% of 4 project for FAOQ assistance
in soil fertility mwﬂmﬁ and fertilizer promotion work

The roquest for & projoct fs usually prepared by the Member Goverament to nclade the following:

Background and origin, reason for the request, purpose of the project, descri on of the
: kG :nt
contribution, UN contribution, organization, uqnm;a of operations a.ndjfuzure of u:t;rogact R e

The reason for the request, and the purpose and description of the project may be indicated as helow:

Beason for the Request

1. Although considerable improvement in the situation of fertilizer use has been achieved, it is urgently needed to

expand fertilizer use in order to increase food production, This would not only save foreign exchange but help alleviate
nutritional deficiencies that now exist,

3. The organization of fertilizer supply, Governmental and private, still needs intensification. The supply of other
agricultural inputs should combine with it, also the improvement of marketing of agriculture products.

Purpose of the Project

where possible, of bush fallow by more permanent forms of agriculture through the efficient fertilizer use combined with
appropriate soil management and through the introduction of better erops together with other improved practices.

2. To obtain more detailed information regarding fertilizer response under different conditions and its economic
effect by an intensive trials program on the fields of the farmers.

To lay out a large number of fertilizer demonstrations to show farmers the use of, and the benefits to be
obtained from, fertilizer use in combination with related improvements.

3. To prepare from the results available, a series of recommendations to farmers and cultivators on the most
economic use of fertilizers and to advise the extension service on the suitable means of publicising these recommendations
and supervising their application.

4. To assist the Government in improving the fertilizer distribution to farmers. For this purpose, the Government
and UNDP will make available, during the period of the project, 3,000 tons of fertilizers to support action programs in
the selected pilot areas. Careful attention would also be given to problems related to credit, subsidies, marketing of
products and reduction of post harvest losses.

5. To combine the fertilizer use with better cultural practices, water control, improved seeds, plant protection
measures and storage.

6. To establish a correlation between soil analysis and response of crops to fertilizers on different soil types and
under different climatic conditions.

of increasing production in agriculture in
7. To provide the Government with realistic figures on the possibilities
view of saving foreign exchange through the rational use of fertilizers and additional improved farm practices.

8. To provide information needed related to the most suitable types of fertilizers as a basis for the planning of
local fertilizer production,

rtilizer branch of iculture.
9. To establish, within the five year period, a fully effective fertiliz s et
10. To assist the Government in formulating a long term fertilizer policy.

that the work
11. Training of looal persomnels in all fields of the project, personnel will be trained in such a way e w

of the country after the completion of United
Started by the project may be continued and expanded to include other parts
Nations assistance in this field.
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Description of £

1. The project will have a duration of five years. It will be carried out in co-operation with the extension
service and in consultation with the local research organisations; it will operate mainly in contact and on the fields of
the farmers. As the results obtained in the pilot areas should be used later on in other parts of the country, the
economic soundness of the operations should be made certain from the beginning.

2. A number of areas will be selected for the project; each one representing typically the corresponding part
of the country. There should be & project in: ...............ovv..

3. The field program should include fertilizer trials and demonstrations on the fields of the farmers; not less
than 500 trials and demonstrations per major season and area and not less than 250 trials and demonstrations during
the minor season per area. The responses to N, P and K should be recorded in terms of yield increases and the
economic effects. The efficiency of different forms of fertilizer materials should be compared. The best time and

method of fertilizer application should be tried out,

Interaction of fertilizer with organic manuring, varieties, irrigation, cultural practices and plant protection
measures should be investigated., '

Relationship between soil type, soil conditions, drainage, aeration and fertilizer responses should be
established through co-operation between the soil fertility, soil correlation and soil analysis experts,

4. Pilot scheémes for fertilizer distribution and for the distribution of other agricultural inputs should be

organized in the pilot areas in order to encourage the Government and private commercial organizations to improve
this field, The problems of credit and subsidy should be tackled at the same time.

With this the improvement of marketing of agricultural products should be combined as far as possible,
According to the prevailing conditions the build-up improvement of existing agricultural co-operative organization
would help to improve this, also on a long term basis.

The Government will ensure that necessary import licenses for fertilizers will be issued to meet the demand
for this commodity in all parts of the country.

5. The existing fertilizer recommendations for the various crops should be reviewed from time to time in the
light of experimental results obtained in the project. This could help the Government to establish a long term
fertilizer policy.

6. During the course of the project, a study should be prepared on the possibilities for local fertilizer production.

7. Training of ~=-=eemmuez counterpart personnel would be one of the most important aspects of the project.

The international staff would arrange training of personnel for field experiments, soil and plant analytical work,
fertilizer extension and fertilizer supply. The training should consist of on the spot training, local training courses at

different levels and fellowships,
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of 1966.

Since 1961, Freedom-from-Hunger Campaign projects have been carried out in 23 countries, viz., Turkey, Syria, .
Lebanon, Morocco, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Dahomey, Togo, Ghana, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Gambia, Sierra Leone, Senegal,
Guatemala, El Balvador, Hondurus, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Columbia, Ceylon, Ecuador, and India. By the
énd of 1966, some 88,200 fertilizer demonstrations, and 12, 000 simple trials had been laid out in farmers' fields and
the program is now proceeding at the rate of 20,000 demonstrations and trials a year.

One of the important findings of the FFHC Fertilizer Program has been that, even when used alone, without other
improvements, but traditional farmers, fertilizers have almost everywhere given increased yields, on an average of
58 percent. Results of 23,446 demonstrations showed that in 92 percent of them at least one fertilizer treatment was
profitable --even on small, peasant farms at local prices--and that the average value/cost ratio of the best treatment
was 3.7, i.e., 270 percent return on fertilizer cost.

On the other hand, in 8,128 simple trials where more efficient treatments were included, it was found that 96
percent showed a profitable return to at least one treatment, and the average value/cost ratio of the best trialment

was 8.4, .

The.results varied from country to country, region to region, and crop to crop. Cereal crops on the whole showed
the smallest profits from fertilizer use, and vegetable crops the largest profits, with cash and commercial crops like
cotton and groundnuts in between, Even with cereal crops however, the use of fertilizers returned over 100 percent
profit on the cost of the fertilizer in many countries.

In pilot schemes, fertilizers are distributed to the farmers for cash or on credit under FAO supervision, from
a fertilizer revolving fund with the objective of having a natural transition to the most suitable distribution, marketing
and credit system under local conditions to serve the need of small-scale farmers. An indication of the success of such
programs is shown by the fact that the average rate of increase in fertilizer consumption has been nearly four times as
fast in countries which participate in the Fertilizer Program, as in comparable countries not carrying out such a
Program,

Detailed results obtained in these FFHC projects are being reported every year since 1961.

Simple fertilizer trials on farmers' fields have been conducted in most countries of South-east Asia as a result
of the recommendation of the IRC, and also through technical assistance offered by FAO. Reports of the results obtained
in Burma, Cambodia, Ceylon, Hongkong, India, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand and
Vietnam, have been published either in the IRC Newsletter or in the proceedings of the IRC Working Party meetings.
References about many of these are contained in the author's paper (1).

The Special Fund projects are more comprehensive as mentioned before, and the results obtained are regularly
reported.

The Iran project worked from January 1961 to February 1966 and the ﬂmlmr::ort’m ooy publilhﬂ;‘l o l:"AO %
FAO/SF: 20/IR. Excellent economic data on high monetary return rate and the “Iu'mpprmdlt .ra:e L s serl
application has been obtained for wheat, rice, cotton, sugar-beet, tobacco, tea, . ele nt'-u:lﬂ.;n:l’;m
In addition, investigations were conducted on residual effect of fertilizers, doet‘md:l:l mmm'mm: respo:e
nitr(lgen. effect of plming time, response of [mu.dvu’kﬂel. and corre! ] Top .

addition economic N.P.K., requirements of
The Korea project started in 1963 and is still operational. In tigati w“m e:d:cﬁsdlfm- r:l.?ltlll‘ll practices
rice, wheat, barley, potatoes, soyabean, maize, radish, ete., organic n;:-:d micro-guteient applications, tmprove-
time of fertilizer application, varieties, spacing, silica, lime, residual effects, soil test correlations, plant
ment of low productive soils, prevention of physiological diseases, 4

nutrition studies ete, A

o FFHC project is mainly
The Philippine and Thailand prqecum;homursmﬁtw lines, but the Ceylon FFHC proj
Concentrating on the N, P, K, requirements under farmers' field conditions.

methods and times of application, interaction with varieties,

Apart from the specific plant nutrients and their rates, work is being done to improve soils with

onditions
Irrigation, cultural practices, etc. under different sofl-management ¢ '
different limitations and good results have been obtained.



In Korea, heavy clay soils, degraded sandy soils with or without an accumulated layer, sandy permeable soils,
old polder soils with degraded heavy clay and an impermeable layer, soils with bad drainage, etc., are being improved
with different treatments such as:- deep ploughing, compost, rice straw, paddy husk, lime, calcium silicate, Fe, Mg,

Mn, red earth, high ridge cultivation, etc.,

Introduction of irrigation and multiple cropping to very poor soils in north-east Thailand, which tend to subside
during ploughing and show salt concentrations in some areas, presented a number of problems. Heavy phosphate
applications are essential in addition to organic matter, while lime is beneficial in some cases. Rice has thus given
yields of 6.6 tons per hectare and peanuts 2.5 t/ha, and very good results have been obtained with 8 kinc.s of vegetables,
Maize, sorghum and cotton however still present problems of sudden failure in certain areas, due to P deficiency, salt,

or bad physical conditions.
Detailed reports of the work done in the projects would be available during the conference.

Discussion

Singh: Does FAO play a part in the education of the farmer ?

Mukerijee: Yes. Apart from the assistance given by FAO to the Member Governments, in accurately
determining the economical rates of different plant nutrients for different crops under
different soil conditions, and finding out the measures needed to improve soils with negative
factors, FAO operates a sizeable programme to educate the farmers on the benefits to be
obtained from fertilizer use, under the Freedom-from-Hunger Campaign. In this programme,
FAO supplies fertilizers to Governments, which are distributed to farmers on credit and
applied to their fields by FAO specialists, according to the previous experimental results,
These demonstrations serve as excellent education to the farmers, who not only pay for the
fertilizers after harvest, but start purchasing fertilizers on cash in subsequent years.

Ysselmuiden: Is FAO undertaking any research in hill padi? There are large numbers of people in South
East Asia depending on this crop.

Mukerjee: Yes. The FAO projects on Soil Fertility Research and Promotion of Fertilizer use are

working on all crops including hill paddy. This subject has been included in the agenda for the
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A STUDY OF PHOSPHATIC FERTILIZER RESPONSES IN SARAWAK SOILS
by

B. J. Watson
Department of Agriculture, Sarawak,

Introduction

a) Varying climatic conditions over the period of the experiments.,

b) The exclusion of trace elements from the study,

¢) The varying organic matter contents of the soils, - which can have censiderable varying effects on a
quick growing vegetable crop.

d) The particular soil textural and structural differentiation of the soils when removed from field condi-
tions and used in pot experiments,

However, in this study considerable differences in growth occurred on each soil for varying levels and kinds of
phosphatic fertilizer application and the comparison of different soils it is hoped, will have application to the evaluation
of the potential of Sarawak soils for other Crops.

Experimental Details

The series of experiments were initiated in December 1965, terminating in December 1967, and carried out in a
clear-polythene roof, open sided greenhouse.

The soils were collected from various sofl series sites, (normally under roughage or jungle), using the top 0-9"
only, on locations where no known fertilizing had ever been carried out, Then, the soil was dried, passed through a
1" mesh screen and hence all stones, large pieces of organic matter and roots etc., excluded, A bulk sample of the
screened material was then taken for chemical analysis. Clay pots of 63" internal diameter were prepared with a
complete internal and external bottom coating of bituminous paint, and then filled to hold approximately six pounds of
soil. For most soils, the soil surface area in the pots after moderate compaction was approximately 30 square inches
and this area was used for calculation of rates of fertilizer application, where 1 gramme of fertilizer per pot appro-
Ximately equalled 4 cwts. of fertilizer per acre of pot soil surface.

Layout : Randomised block, eight replications for each of nine treatments for each soil.
Plot size : One pot, each pot 1/203,000 acre sofl surface area, (apprax.) One Bayam plant per pot.
Treatments ' For the first crop of Bayam (Amaranthus gangeticus). All pots, basal dressing of ;-

4 cwts, of Ammonium sulphate (21% N) per acre (1 gramme per pot).
2 cwts. of Muriate of Potash (60% Ky0) per acre (0.5 grammes per pot).

1 cwt, of Dolomitic limestone (16% Mg0) per acre (0.25 grammes per pot).
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Subsequently, total fertilizers applied prior to first crop, for the nine treatments.

Code Treatments

1 1% P-0 Basal dressing only

g c-1 Basal dressing + 1 cwt. of C.I.R.P, per acre (0,25 grammes per pot)
3. c-2 " " +2ewts.t " "o (0.5 We h o
4. C-4 " " +qowts." " i ¢ 71 e )
5. c-8 L "o +8owts, " M om0 s b
6. D-1 " " +lewt. of D.S.P.peracre (0.25 " " )
. D-2 " R L A (R R L
8. D4 " L T L L e T o wiomiey
9. D-8 mOLm agowts, M WL w i@l e w

N.B, C.L.R.P, = Christmas Island Rock Phosphate (36% P30, - water insoluble),
D.S.P. = Double Superphosphate (40% P,0; - water soluble)
For the second crop, the basal dressing (only) was again applied to all pots,

The fertilizers were applied to the pots in solid form, and worked into the top 2 to 3 inches of the pot soil, The
pots were then watered liberally, allowed to dry somewhat and then about 10 to 12 Bayam seeds sown in each pot.

One week to ten days after germination, the seedlings were thinned out, leaving one only to each pot. If no germi=
nation took place within three to four days of seed sowing, then the pots were resown, even a third time if necessary.

Throughout each experiment, the pots were rotated weekly for bench positions, to avoid possible uneven lighting.

Watering, using the domestic tap supply, was carried out one to three times daily, depending on climatic conditions
and the porosity of individual soils. Any drainage water which entered the bottom trays was recirculated daily.

Harvesting took place individually for each pot when the single Bayam plant showed emergence of an apical flowering
primordium. Thus, there was considerable variation in length of growing season for individual plants, but since plant
analysis was required, it was desirable to harvest at a constant state of plant maturity.

Harvesting normally commenced at a plant age of 40 days, but variation was from 33 to 48 days, Harvesting nor-
mally finished at a plant age of appraximately 52 days, but variation was from 43 to 61 days. The last ten to twenty
plants in each experiment were normally harvested together, regardless of a range of maturation state.

Plant sections harvested, were the above ground portions only (stems and leaves), - these were weighed immediately
on cutting for fresh weight, and then oven dried for dry weight recordings,

On completion of harvesting tops for all soils in the first crop in each experiment, the basal fertilizer dressing
(Ammonium sulphate: 1.0 grammes, Muriate of Potash: 0.5 grammes, and Dolomitic limestone: 0,25 grammes) only
was again applied to every pot and then Bayam seeds sown for the second crop. Thus, the effect of P fertilizers for
the second crop was residual for the P fertilizers applied prior to sowing the first crop. The Bayam roots from the
first crop were left in the soil, and incorporated together with the second basal fertilizer application for the second crop.

(_h completion of the second crop for each experiment, the pot soil from the eight replicates of each treatment was
mixed together, and bulk samples taken for soil analysis. Plant roots were excluded from the soil analysis.

Total fertilizers applied expressed as N, P, K, Ca and Mg,
1. Christmas Island Rock Phosphate (36% P205 water insol.)

Treatments

C-1 = 0,039 gms. P/pot = 17.6 Ibs. P/acre

C-2 = 0,079 n " =352 " "
C-4 = 0,157 n " =7.3 " "
C-8 = 0.314 " =140.6 " "
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2. Double Superphosphate (10% Py05 Water sol. )
Treatmem
D=1 = 0,044 gms, P/pot =19.5lbs. P/acre,

D=2 = 0.087 gms. P/pot = 39.1 Ibs. P/acre.
D-4

0.175 gms. P/pot = 78,1 lbs. P/acre.
D=8 = 0.349 gms. P/pot = 166,2 Ibs, B/acre,
3. Aumummnuudrmhu!wmm.

a. Ammonium sulphate (21% N)
= 0,420 gms. N/pot = 188,0 Ibs, N/acre.

b. Muriate of Potash (60% Ky0)
=0.498 gms. K/pot = 222.9 Ibs, K/acre.

¢. Dolomitic limestone (16% Mg0 and 30% Ca0)
= 0,046 gms, Mg/pot = 10,1 lbs, Mg/acre.

and =0,107 Ems, cﬂ/m = 50,0 n’.o wu?‘o
4. Total Ca concentration in fertilizers,

C.LR.P. + Dolomitic Limestone D.S.P. + Dolomitic Limestone
C-1 = 179.6 lbs. Ca/acre D-1 = 62.4 Ibs. Ca/acre.
C-2 = 109.2 Ibs, Ca/acre D-2= 74,8 " n
C4 =1683 " n n D¢ = 99,6 " v
C-8 = 286,7 " n D-8 = 149,2 " n n

Soils chosen for the series of experiments, are not comprehensive representatives of all Sarawak Great Soil Groups,
but are for those which are commonly used for the cultivation of annual and perennial crops, particularly in this State's
First Division,

The breakdown of Great Soil Groups, families and series included in the experiments is as follows;~

Great Soil Groups Families Series
Lateritic soils Tarat Tarst
Nyalau
Merit
Red - Yellow b ol
Podzolic soils -
Malang Malang
Abok sy
Gley solls Embang :
Recent Alluvial .
soils Terbat Terbat
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Soil Burvey Classification 1966 (10)

It was originally intended to include S8emongok Series soil as a check series for each experiment, but this soil
proved an unfortunate choice for the pot experiments, and no results were obtained for it in Experiments 2 and 3.
In experiment 5, Merit and Terbat series were used as checks for previous experiments,

The locations and derivations of soils used in the experiments are as follows:-
Experiment 1.

a) Semongok Series (Semongok (1)) from Agricultural Research Centre, Semongok, site under secondary
jungle. Soil derived from Sedimentary rocks - shale dominant, Residual, Previous land use - hill rice.

b) Nyalau Series (Nyalau A) from Landeh Road Rubber Nursery, site newly cleared from secondary jungle,
Soil derived from Sedimentary rocks - sandstone dominant, Residual. Previous land use - possibly

hill rice,

¢) Malang Series (Malang A) from Landeh Road Rubber Nursery, site newly cleared from secondary jungle,
Soil derived from Sedimentary rocks, shale and sandstone dominant. Alluvial, Previous land use -
possibly hill rice.

Experiment 2,

a) Tarat Series (Tarat A) from Simuja Rubber Planting Scheme 'B' area, site under primary jungle, Soil
derived from altered basic igneous rock. Residual, Previous land use - nil. N,B. (This soil is noted
as Tarat A for the purposes of this experiment - distinct in location, land use and vegetation cover from
that noted as Tarat B in experiment 5,)

b) Ramun Series (Ramun) from Simuja Rubber Planting Scheme 'B! area, site under primary jungle. Soil
derived from basic igneous rocks. Recent alluvial. Previous land use - nil.

Experiment 3,

a) Terbat Series (Terbat (1)) from Tarat Agricultural Station, site under tall grasses. Soil derived predo-
minantly from basic igneous rock. Recent alluvial. Previous land use - nil.

b) Malang Series (Malang B) from Mile 16 Penrissen Road, site under primary jungle. Soil derived from a
mixture of basic igneous, shale, sandstone and limestone rock parent materials, Alluvial (seasonally

¢) Embang Series (Embang) from Semongok Agricultural Station, buffalo grazing area, under mixed poor
grass/scrub cover. Soil derived from recent riverine alluvium (in turn derived from a mixture of sedi-
mentary rock parent materials) overlying old alluyial material. A gley soil, Previous land use - buffalo

grazing on roughage,

Experiment 4.

a) Serin Series (Serin) from Mile 29 Kuching-Seriun Road, under secondary |
—_— ' ' ungle. Soil derived from
tuffaceous sandstone rock parent material. Residual. Previous land use - possibly hill rice.

b) Semongok Series (Semongok (2)), site uphill from Semongok series in experiment 1.

¢) Merit Series (Merit (1)) from Mile 15 Bau-Lundu Road, (oil palm ex
' periment area) under secondary jungle.
Soil derived from sedimentary rocks, shale dominant. Residual, Previous land use - hill rice.

Experiment 5.

a) Nyalau Series (Nyalau B), from Mile 12 Oya (3D) Road, site under secondary jungle
' ' + Boil derived f
sedimentary rocks - sandstone dominant. Residual. Previous land use - hi.lljricc. R

b) Tarat Series (Tarat B), from Tarat Agricultural Station ondary
larat ' » under sec le. Soil deri f
altered basic igneous rocks. Residual. Previous land use - possibly hill rjr:e‘ e

c) % Series (Terbat (2)) from Tarat Agricultural Station, site identical with Terbat (1) used in Experi-

9 Merit Series (Merit (2)) from 15th Mile Bau~Lndy Road, site identical with Merit (1) in Experiment 4.
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Plant and soil analysis methods,
A. Pre cropping soil analysis procedures,

Ahm“ﬂ;mphdwmm‘ﬂﬁhhhnhmmmmhumm.u.rdriod and ground
to pass through a 2 m.m. sieve, pﬂ(m)lﬂ.ﬁmmmonhmertstbndehrmm, m,oﬁf,mn.‘m
ampled, ground to pass a 1 m.m. sieve, oven dried, and then subject to the fallowing analyses:- Total % Nt
determined by the semi micro Kjeldahl method, : ogen

Reserve P, K, Ca and Mg:- One gram of sofl s 0
acidonaamdbath!orhu:uhm, Phasshinis & Wﬁ&CMMMMcm. hydrochloric

acid as the reducing agent. Calcium and Magnesium are
the Fo and AL by procipitarion as paare o s mdmnﬂmdum Zﬂw E.D.T.A. titration after re
by weighing. Potassium is determined by Flame

Ml;:‘;;ﬂﬂh, le' P, 1= Phosphorus 1s determined by extraction with 0.03 N NH,F and 0,1 N HCL (Bray and Kurtz
80 . :

Cation Exchange Capacity,:- C.E.C. is determined using N. Ammonium Acetate for leaching the soil.

Phosphorus retention, ;- Thhhwmlmdbyendmendlhmngformhmﬂdsm. of the soil with
15.5 gms, of added soluble pho-phmhmmndlohmm. (Kurtz and Bray 1946).

(The results of the above determinations are shown in the base of tables 1/A to 1/0).
B. Post cropping soil analysis procedures,

A two pound weight sample lltahenbomsthuroudﬂy macomhlnmunddlthesouﬁ‘omthalﬁtpoh of
each replicated treatment, in each soil, after completion of eropping. The determinations for PH (Hy0), Reserve P,
K, Ca and Mg, AvnﬂnblePtndtotal%NﬂrommmrumumA. Thamlud&adshrmmﬂmm
shown in the right hand body of tables 1/A to 1/0.

C. Plant analysis procedures,

Individual plants are harvested, weighed for fresh weight immediately, then oven dried at 60-70°C. , and
subsequently weighed individually again for dry weight. Then all the dried plants from the eight pots of each re-
plicated treatment (for each crop separately) are bulked and the total plant portions (leaves and stems) milled,
Nitrogen % in D. M, is dmmmdbyﬂnmulmmmww - Plant samples are dry ashed at 500°C,
for determination of % P, K, Ca and Mg in D, M, Phosphorus by the molybdenum blue method using stannous chl-
oride as reducing agent, and Potassium by flame photometer on the plant ash solution, Calefum and Magnesium by
E.D.T.A. titration after removing phosphate with zirconium nitrate,

The results of the determinations of elements as % in D. M. are shown as % P in Table 5, % N in Table 6,
% K in Table 7, % Ca in Table 8, and % Mg in Table 9. Fresh tops, dry tops, and total recovery of P, N, K, Ca,
and Mg (% in D. M. X D.M.) weight results are shown for each soil in Tables 1/A to 1/0, (N.B, All body of the
table entries are the means of eight pot replicates records. ) :

Results

Yields in fresh weight of B for all five experiments are shown in Fig. 1. Individual pot records are not
8hown and the means dg;y:t potTpl?::hl for each treatment only are recorded. Fig. 2 shows the ratio of fresh weight
todry weight for Bayam top treatment means in all five experiments. It is apparent that there is a linear effect or rather
tWo linear effects, with a critical point at a ratio of 10 gms, fresh weight to approximately 1.4 gms. dry weight. The
ratio of dry weight over fresh weight varies from appraximately 20% at lowest yleld to 7% at the highest yield,

to Double superphosphate
With total dry weight yields (and with fresh weight) there is a superiority of response

(D.8.P.) treatments over Christmas Island Rock Phosphate (C.L.R,P,) treatments at equivalent rates of application
for all soils, with the exception of Nyalau series, Figure 3 shows total comparative yields.

Yields from levels of C.1.R.P. treatments generally declined from M'm,:m crwm‘%? mp&m !
'mlwelam'ra:atBandTerbat(U”ﬂs' The megn satios: of first orop ower mmmm. 'l:r The mean
©-L.R.P. levels for all soils are 2.5, 3.0, 2,1 and 1,6 for the C~1, C-2, S el S Swe Sestensive
dr?maweryieldforallsoﬂsforlddltluldﬂnfmm“mm” Superphosphate o in Fig :'

Tops of Bayam are shown in Fig. 4., and for addition of levels of : i

Yields from levels of D, S, P, treatments generally decreased for the D-1 and D-2 m:‘u;.:rm ﬂ: erop fo T-:ﬂd
et g mean effect for the D~ and D-8 levels was for litle change in the all soils are 1.6, 1.3, 1.0 and 3.0
mean ratios of firgt crop over second crop ylelds (D.M.) for the D.S.P. Mf: treatments ro;khll for the semond
for the D-1, D_3, D4 and D-8 levels respectively. However, the effect of D.5.P., ‘ol soils derived from sedimentary
°FOP 18 quite variable in the range of soils studied, and it is suggestive that the group



rocks exhibit much less response to high levels of D.S.P. application than those soils derived from basic igneous rocks.
The extreme state of deficiency of plant available phosphorus in the range of Sarawak soils studied is indicated by the
negligeable yields from the minus P (P-0) treatments for all soils with the exception of Semongok (1) Nyalau A and
Malang A. It is possible that unbeknown to the author, some Phosphorus fertilizer contamination may have occurred
with the latter three soils. Joseph (4) in a similar experiment in Malaya, but with a crop of Pueraria phaseoloides,

has shown for three latosols (Malacca, Serdang and Rengam series) much less differentiation in response between nil
and heavily P fertilized soils than that generally encountered in this study.

Phosphorus uptake.

The phos concentration in D.M.) for each treatment (mean of 8 replicates), crop and soil is shown
in Table : m:@md in most cmmpi:éreuinc rates of both C,I,R.P, and D,S.P, Uptake appeared excessive -
in the soils derived from sedimentary rocks (particularly with Merit (1), Nyalau A, Nyalau B and Serin) where yields were.
comparatively low and phosphorus retention potential and nutrient status (see Table I1) was low compared with the soils
derived from basic igneous rocks.

Generally, the levels of concentration of P in the Bayam tops are higher in the D.S.P. treatments than in the C.I.R,P,
treatments, and for both fertilizers at all levels the concentration declined from the first to the second (residual) crops,

with few exceptions,
Phosphorus recovery.

Recovery of phosphorus from the Bayam tops (D,M,) expressed as a percentage of that applied to the soil in fertili-
zer is shown in Tables 4A and 4B. The total % phosphorus recovered was generally greater for levels of D.S. P, than
for equivalent levels of C.I.R.P, applied, with few exceptions,

SRy T T W LT pe—p— Y

Also, % recovery declined for levels of both fertilizers from the first to second crops, with the exception of all
levels of D.S.P, in Merit (1), D-8 in Merit (2), all levels of D.S.P, in Serin, D-8 in Malang A, and C-2, C-4, C-%
and D-8 in Terbat (1). Highest % recovery was obtained at the lowest levels of D.§. P. (D-1). Variation in % recovery
of P between levels of C.I.R,P, and D.S. P, was greatest in the latter, and the % recovery in increasing levels of
C.LR.P, did not appreciably alter,

gl b 1k

Nitrogen uptake,

The % Nitrogen concentration (uptake) in dry Bayam tops is shown in Table 6. Generally, nitrogen concentration
in Bayam tops decreased with increasing yield, but this phenomenon was most evident soils with high mean yiclds
of tops, at a stage where Nitrogen is probably limiting for growth. In the first crop, N concentration was generally
higher for levels of C.I.R,P. than D.S.P, and in the second crop the same effect was slightly more evident. N con-
centration increased generally in all levels of C.1.R.P. from the first erop to the second crop, corresponding to a
decrease in dry matter production. For levels of D,S.P., N concentration decreased from first to second crops for
D-2 and D-4, whilst for level D-8 there was a marked increase,

Potassium uptake.

The % Potassium concentration fn Bayam tops is shown in Table 7, Concentration generally appeared to increase
as per levels of phosphatic fertilizers and yields of Bayam tops increased. For both first and second crops, levels of
.8.P. showed higher concentrations of potassium than equivalent levels of C,1.R.P. Also generally, all levels of

both D.8.P. and C.I.R.P. showed higher concentrations of potassium in the first crop than in the second, with the
exception of treatment D-8,

Calcium uptake.

The % Calcium concentration in Bayam tops is shown in Table 8, The general pattern of concentration is not clear, I
::t all lev;l;::b(’:.l.ﬁ.l’. show a decrease in concentration from the first to second crops, whilst levels of D.S. P,
main re constant. With the exception of C.LR.P, levels in the fi
fertilizer tend to show increasing concentrations of caleium, T e Ty e lavele of shemphatlc

The soils derived predominantly from basic igneous rocks (Tarat A & B, M
» Malang B, Terbat (1) and (2) and Ramun)
nli;ltlm:cnl;highar concentrations of Ca in Bayam tops than do the soils derived from sedimentary rocks, (Semongok,
(1) and (2), Nyalau A and B, Serin and Malang A. However Ramun and Semongok (1) appear to be exceptions.

Magnesium uptake .

?:l:.tl: ‘lnm;: L:h:drym fertilizer for each crop, there is very little variation in Mg. concentration despite a large

R.P. than at equivalent levels of D8 oo vel8: Concentration of M. s higher in dry mattor at all levels of Clo | 2

tionships do not always A el ¢ for both crops. However, when considering each sofl in turn, the ahove rela=
ways apply. With Calcium content, the Magnesium content in dry matter in tops harvested from

solls derived from basic
PAOS H B r pizl::um rocks is greater than that from soils derived from sedimentary rocks, despite higher
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The mean total dry matter yields, and
Magnesium, for all levels of application of W@mmm“ IIMI nd on of Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Potassium, Caleium and
is shown in figures 6A to 6C,

Discussion

A statistical appreciation of the plant analytical data is not undertaken in this study
mainly the highest yielding phosphatic fertilizer treatments for each soil as a basis for &m&d li:;t:::‘ r:c"t;rs

for growth for the range of soils, This method as used by Rosenquist (8) and others in oil palm
has however reservations as cited by Ng (7) where mmm“;n have sub cmlo::a.l hu’;ﬁgﬁﬁ&“dms

Table 10/A shows the D, M, yield and % concentration of N, P, K, Ca and B
yielding P fertilizer treatment for each soil for both crops ble 10, T te fox the o

N, P, K, Ca and Mg from the Bayam tops in the highest yielding treatments et "
covery of the Tarat A highest yielding treatment:= The sofls are Py igures relative to the re
yield for the two groups;- arranged

(a) Soils derived principally from basic igneous rocks.
() Soils derived principally from sedimentary rocks,

Nitrogen uptake appears to depend on supply, and the figures for % concentration in Bayam tops from soil Tarat A
(in Table 10/A) are low compared with other soils despite high yield of D, M, in the former. For soil Merit 2)N

appears deficient at highest yield, and the general pattern of N uptake suggests that at the level of N applied as fertilizer
N is limiting only for Tarat A and Merit (2) soils,

Phosphorus uptake also appears to depend on supply, with huxury uptake oceurring on soils of low P retention status
(see Table 11), - namely, Nyalau, Merit (1) and Semongok (2) series, Why Merit (1) differs from Merit (2) and Semon-
gok (1) from Semongok (2) in this respect is not fully understood by the author, Figure 7 shows the broad comparison of

uptake of phosphorus against dry matter yields for all levels of P application of D.S.P, and C.1.R.P. for the two groups
of soils,

cation. Russell (9) indicates that over-supply of phosphate causes depression in crop yield more particularly on light
soils, which applies to most of the latter group,

The lowest % concentration of P in Bayam leaves occurs on the basic igneous rock derived soils where yields were
high generally, but the soils have a high P retention status and Group III oxide content evident. Of the latter group,
Terbat series has the highest P retention status and 'Reserve' P analysis figures, but the lowest 'Available ' P (n the
unfertilized state, and consequently a low P % concentration in leaf material, which supports Bailey's (2) and (3)
findings of high anion exchange capacity in soils high in iron and aluminium. Of interest is the fact that for Ramun,
Merit (1) & (2), Serin, Malang A and Nyalau B soils for the highest yielding P fertilizer treatments, ylelds (tops)
increased from crop 1 to crop 2 (unlike other soils) when P % leaf concentration declined, suggestive that P is depre-
§sive in the first crop. Both Malang A and Nyalau A soils were studied by Watson (11) for growth of seedling (nursery)
rubber, and both soils, and more particularly the latter showed no significant benefit in terms of growth for high
(normal recommendation) phosphate applications over low applications. Also, D.S.P. for seedling rubber was sugg-
estively more superior to C.I.R.P, only on the Malang A Series Soil.

Nyalau A soil in the resent study appears to show similar characteristics to mhammlnmhﬂhh gy
(5) and Middleton and Chin (6) for seedling rubber showed that at low rates of ‘PP“““"";"’“""’ o
Superior to Christmas Island Rock Phosphate in effect in the prassace of mhm“m : hmmthat:!! hmm;;.:eisda
there was no significant diference. Joseph (4) however, showed the converse re. b of onin{;: ;
using single superphosphate and C.I.R.P. up to 4 and 8 cwis. per acre respectively, in the absence of amm
sulphate . :

Joseph (4) alse in the same experiment showed that both superphosphate and e-_i'mp;:mm']?’:::“;::-
higher leaf p g, concentration in the residual second crop than in the first on m.’ m]’{emhl & gppl[c'ation
Plte decreasing yields, The Sarawak soils with Bayam show the yooppach i e m:,:uan ks relatively
With few exceptions Whilst in temperate climates P availability ﬁmmmm Sardwak l:;vmﬂm the
reseng st @ long period of time (Widdowson (12) and Widdowson & Rotibaum e ity tertilizers,
Present study indicates a rapid state of availability of MWPMM d :d ;Oﬂ P ::et.ent.lm status, The
and 4 subsequent rapid decline in a short space of time, irrespective of a wide KIS ing) in Tables 1/A to 1/0, gen-
TeSidual sofl P fractions as determined in 'Reserve' and 'Available' form w;mm added. However, the
erally reflect the magnitude of the pre fertilizer application w“ for D.S.P. at all levels in Tarat A,

T Bual (post cropping) fractions of 'available! P are higher for C.LR.P, than o gt st
Tarat B, Terbat (1) and (2), Malang B and Serin soils, which suggests that -_"""_‘;‘, in work on the Semongok series
of plant available P, especially in basic igneous rock derived soils. -&lt.. BIIJD; ARG Anetiod tatlows
80ils with pice and maize crops found that 'available’ ,Wmmlw .'\- e

Rock Phosphate and Double Superphosphate on all solls



very closely the soil aluminium bound phosphate which in turn is correlated with the Group Il axide soil content. He
found consizerabla differences in yieldsmfrom replicates of the fertilizer experiments on Semongok series which para-
lleled differences in Group Il oxide content. Variation in soil analytical data and Bayam yields on Semongok series

soils in the present study is also diverse. Bailey quotes in addition, "that the percentage of non-oceluded soil phosphates
(Ca-Al-Fe and organic - P compounds) of the total phosphate was positively correlated with maize growth would agree
with the findings of A.M. Baeba and R.H. Bray (cited by Russell (8)), namely that the phosphate held on the sesquioxide
surfaces may be taken up by the crop more easily than the caleium phosphates. This means that superphosphate would
be more effective even on this 'acid soil’ than rock phosphate which has much of its phosphate in ealcium phosphate."
These deductions would support the results of the present study where D.S,P. is much more eﬂeettvg on the basic igneous
rock derived soils (generally high sesquioxide content) than on the sedimentary rock derived soils (generally low to
medium sesquioxide content).

Potassium, Calcium and Magnesium

Tables 10/A and 10/B show that in comparison with the highest yielding treatment for Tarat A, Potassium uptake
is possibly deficient in Terbat (1) and Semongok (1) soils only, whereas Calcium and Magnesium uptake for both soils
is probably sufficient or in excess of requirements.

However, all the sedimentary rock derived soils with the exception of Semongok (1), and in addition = Ramun and
Malang B (the latter for Mg only) indicate possible Calcium and Magnesium deficiencies, but sufficient, or excess
Potassium uptake. The Calcium and Magnesium uptake for the P fertilizer treatments in Tables 10/A and 10/B is
generally paralleled in magnitude by the pre-fertilizer soil analysis data shown in Table 11 , and Tables 1/A to 1/0,

Such evidence would denote care required in providing the correct K / Ca + Mg balance for crops particularly on the

low Calcium and Magnesium status sedimentary soils. Bailey (3) in experiments with hill rice in pot trials with re-
sidual soils found that excessive added Calcium and Magnesium had a depressive effect on leaf Potassium and subsequent
vield (and vice versa) for a similar range of Sarawak Soils as in this study,

SUMMARY

Considerable differences in yield have been obtained from the addition of Christmas Island Rock Phosphate (C.L.R,P,’
and Double Superphosphate (D.S.P,) fertilizers separately and for each at levels of 1, 2, 4 and 8 cwts, per acre to a
wide range of Sarawak soil series for two successive crops of Amaranthus gangeticus (Bayam) grown in pots, Christmas
Island Rock Phosphate was inferior to Double Superphosphate in terms of hoth fresh and dry matter produced, At the
1, 2, 4 and 8 cwt. rates, C.I.R.P, treated Bayam produced 20%, 31%, 33%, 47% of the fresh matter, and 25%, 38%,
44 and 59% of the dry matter obtained from D, 8.P., as a mean for all soils, Yields generally decreased from first
to second crops as a consequence of lowered phosphate status in the soils. Of the phosphorus content in the C.I.R.,P.
applied, 3.2% was recovered in the Bayam tops over the period of both crops compared with 8,7% from D.S.P. for
all soils. Recovery of phosphorus from the D.S,P. source was much higher (16.5%) for the 1 cwt, rate of application
than other rates, but recovery of phosphorus from the C.I.R,P, was greatest from the 2 cwt.rate.

The soils derived principally from basic igneous rock parent material yielded higher generally, and with greater
magnitude for the D,S. P, treatments than did the soils derived from sedimentary rocks,

From these results it is concluded that Christmas Island Rock Phosphate would have no advantages over Double
Superphosphate as a fertilizer for a short term vegetable crop for the majority of Sarawak soils.
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Discussion

Ysselmuiden: Is it correct to assume that the Nyalau and Semongok series have a lower natural fertility level
than the Tarat series ?

Watson: Yes, in their natural status. In general basic igneous rock derived soils are superior to soils
derived from sedimentary rocks,

Guha: Comment, Application of phosphate to rubber is expected to give responses in most upland soils
in West Malaysia, except possibly in soils derived from basic igneous rocks. For annuals even
soils from basic igneous rocks will possibly give response.

For comparison between rock phosphate and super phosphate we find that soil pH is the determining
factor. Above pH of 5.5 superphosphate gives better response, per unit of P50, applied, than rock
phosphate. At pH 5.5 and below they are about equally effective. Under these conditions, the
cheaper price of rock phosphate on a unit of P50 basis makes it preferable to superphosphate.
Continuous applications of ammonium sulphate to rubber over about 5 years or so has been shown
to lower the pH of the soil by about 0,5 unit. Under such circumstances, the critical pH value of
5.5 may be lowered to 5.0, The above experience is with trees like rubber where some delay for
the P50, in rock phosphate to become available is not very critical. For short-term crops, parti-
cularly in pots, however, the above comparison may not hold good as the time required for the
Py05 to become available becomes critical.

Watson: This particular study was to compare soils, not fertilizers. The responses to the different types of
fertilizers was only one outcome of the experiment, Your explanation on how these differences are
obtained may well be applicable here.

for the first crop?
Ng: Can you explain why in the Merit soil the yield of the second crop was greater than
This may suggest that there was some limiting factor in the first crop. This is very unusual.

able with the
Watson; This was also the case with the Merit soil nr 2 to an extend where they are compar
results obtained with Merit soil nr 1. You will note that the general pattern is the same. An

immediate explanation is, however, difficult to give.

double superphosphate increased
Ng: It is rather surprising that increasing rates of rock phosphate or i ase
potassium concentration mmmmmmmummumm potassiu

Were the tops of identical, physiological age when sampled for analysis ?

Bailey's studies to this riment,
Watson: The tops were all of the same physiological age I refer to 2 iyl .

subsequentl
He found with hill padi depression in Ca levels with mxmm:ammmmﬂm o
effect on yield. But generally in this study this in levels of potassium in the soils used,
and in all experiments. I admit that there is a great range

apart from the amounts we were applying.



Mukerjee:

Watson:

Guha:

Was C.I.R.P. applied on total P50, basis or on the basis of citric acid soluble phosphate ? In the
case of the latter it may give better plant growth from an economic point of view and this may be

determined.

The applications were based on total water insoluble phosphate (36% in the case of C.1.R.P.)
Comment. The rock phosphate generally used in Malaysia is from the Christmas Islands. The

guaranteed composition is 36% total PyO5. Citrie acid soluble PyOg is not quoted by the suppliers
and is known to vary. Some analyses show that about 12 percent is in the citric acid soluble form,
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TABL

B_2A

Yield of Fresh Bayam Tops (em./pot mean)

0 =a N . . . . 9 ~
ME& . . b e :i\ 7\] - m - m — —
°Hl S4S FEIRtaait o F Rt BAle 0 | e
%ﬁﬂﬁfﬁ’“-zzigzgsggg
j:-:g tg IE }; ‘% :e: £ :;:' = :‘l’i i (= (=] 3 |Means
FIRST CROP
p-0 | 0.61] 0.50 | 4.41[0.23| 0,32 | 0.00 | 3.31 0.15| 0,26 8.77| 0.15| 0.08 | 0,15 | 0.76 | 1,41
c-1 | 5.19]1.39 | 4.15[0.16] 1.63 0.66 | 4.68| 5.43| 1.60| 7.66] 1.70| 0.15| 2,31 | 4,22 2.92
c-2 | 9.33| 6.15 | 4.06]0.33| 3.15| 5.53 4,80(17.18| 6.64 10,49 | 4.71| 0,70 6.86 P7.08 | 6.93
el | 22.16[12.63 | 4.78[1.28 | 6.15 | 7.54 | 7.40(21.59 7.18 | 9,00 110,59 | 1.39| 7.28 15.06‘ 9.57
- -
o8 | 27.73 h8.20 | 5.15]3.60] 7.7 16,98 | 9.1423.10| 7.61 p2.25 18,94 | b.28 13,79 [25.67 11358
D-1 | 48.57 [11.88 | 6.18|3.04| 3.15| 4.80 | 7.42 18.38| 3.29 [10.09 |25.03 [11.61 [14.70 16,86 (13,93
-
p-2 | 50.96[21.95 | 5.99|3.88 | 2.63 [21.00 5,44 123,11 | 4.66] 9431 |47.55 |20.30 [19.46 17,45 13,12
D=4 | 59.90 [39.43 9.59 |4, 48| 2,13 [16.85 | 5.49[19.73 | 3.89 [12.27 [47.74 [25.56130.11 |22.50 |21 33
-8 | 66,64 [60.28 | 2.20]7.35| 3.15 12,60 | 6.70[18.73 | 5.80 [11.89 [49.50 [25.50 33,14 24,59 |22, 40
Mean| 32.34 [16.9% | 5.72|2.72| 3.34 | 9.55 | 6,04 16,38 | .55 10,08 [23.99| 9.98 [14.23 16,02 12.28
SECOND CROP
P-0 0.00] 0.00 | 0.00]0.00| 0.05 | 0.00 | 0.00| 0,00 0,00| 0.84] 0,75] 0.00| 0,00| 0.0¢| 0.12
c-1 | 2.54] 4.91 | 0.01|0.00] 0,29 0,22 [ 0,57 4.25] 0,18 | 0.63] 0,58 0.11| 0.51 1.39] 1.10
ce2 | 3.51] 7.28 | 0.03[0.00| 0.60 | 0.67 [ 0,13] 7.90| 0,38 | 0.39 0.80| 0.,45| 2.53| 4.65| 2.13
ok | 6.46 110,93 | 0.06|0.00] 3.48 | 3.76 | 1.56[10.73] 1.54 | 1,88 1.38( 3.56] 4.53| 6.95| u.06
c-8 | 12.90 11,61 | 0.00[0.00] 5.06 | 9.67 [ b.71 |16.55| 5.64 | 4.85| 5.09] 7.65| B.2811.50| 7.39
p1 | 9.76| 7.41 | 0.19]0.00 [15.81 | 4,46 | L. b6 |1b.41] 8,32 | 5.63| 2.65] k74| 6,88 11.00] 6.77
D=2 | 22.96[16.40 | 0.00]|0.00]13.49 13.62 9.13' 1?.50' 12,74 | 6.22| 9.16] 9.41]12.95[17.51]11.51
-
pb | 44,78 [22.46 | 1.06[0.00 (25,44 25,22 | 6,04 | 8,90 (24,43 [15,76 [24,76 [20.57 | 28,93 |23.05 (20,10
L] . . - - - . -
p-8 | 42.65)25.10"] 3.18]0.00[29.19 ppa.77 | 4.97 |13.62 |50.53 |28.47 33,16 26,73 | 30. 36 |20.48 | 23.23
Mean| 16.17[11.79 | 0.50]0.00/10.26 ] 9.71 | 3.51 [10.43] 9.71| 7.24| 8.70| 7.92]10.55 |12.89] 5.50
TOTAL BOTH CROPS i
P-0 0.61]| 0.50| b.h1{0.23] 04| 0,00 3,31 | 0.15]| 0.26] 9.f1] 0.88] 0.08| 0.15 0-7;,‘ 1.53
C-1 | 7.73] 6.30| 4.16/0.16] 1.82| 0,88 | 5.25| 9.63 | 1.78| 8.29| 2.28] 0.26 s.8 | 6.11| 4.11
C-2 | 12.84113.43 | 4,09/0.33| 3.75 | 6.20 | 4.93125.08 | 7.02 11,38 5.51| 1.15( 9.39|21.77| 9.06
C-4 | 28.62]23.56 | 4.84/1.28] 9.63 11,30 | 8.96[32.32| 8.72 10,85 [11.97| #.95 [11.53 [22.01 |17..63
C-8 | 40.63/29.90 | 5.15/3.69[12.77 [26.63 [13.85 |39.65 [13.25 [17.10 24,03 11,89 |2.07 |37.17|?1.27
D=1 58¢33 19,29 6.3? }-0“ 17.96| 9,26 11,88 32.79 11.61 15.72 }".FS 16.}5 21.50 37.84|20.70
D=2 | 73.92|38.35 5-99. 3.88 116,12 |34.62 14,57 [40.61 [17.40[15.53 [56.71 | 20.71 | 32,41 | 34,96 | 29,63
D=k 101..68‘ 1,39 10,63 k.k‘i a?.ﬁ'z 12,07 11,53 [28.63 [28.32 [27.03 | 72. 50| u6.12 [59.08 [55.55 | 41,43
D8 |109.26165.38 ho.36]7.38 32,38 2. 37 b1 67 [32. 35 [36. 27 Juo. 38 |82, 6|50, 56 |63. 28 5w, 0 | 5. 67
Mean ll8.52 28.?3 6,22 2-72]15.60 19.26 0,55 26,81 13.85 17.32 32-60 17.00 |24.70 2%.’?1.1?-?’3
N.B, * = Highest yield (Fresh tops) for each soil

Figs, in body of table are means of B pot replicates.
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Yield of Christmas I
Superchosphate (D.s.p.)
ratio of yield D.S.p.

TABLE
Fiintl ]
sland Roek

23.

Phosphate (2,1.3.P) and Double
treated Snyam (Fresh) and

C.I.R.P. treatments.

S| s s gse
< S - 4 Fer] E < | a o o a S
g8 218 55::3;;;;:@:@5
IRELRE SN SRR IR
'_-:5 L2 - 173 & & 8
P
:‘:g: i Means
E';;S 16.101 962 b.5h| 1.37| 4.66| 7.67| 6.51|16.83 5.76| 9.85| 8.99] 1.62| 7.56 15.51 8.33
:::;np 56.52(28.38 | 7,24 u.69| 2.97113.81] 6.26 19.99| b.b1 104 4k, 96 120,82 20,43 |20, 351 18, 95
Tovan [*6-31[19.00] 5.80] 3,03/ 5.72hh0,04] 6,30l 18,00 5.09110,25 16,98 |11.22 16,00 17,93 13. 64
Ratio
D.S.P ’
TTRp | +3 | 2401 11:6| 3kt o6 als Ol ROttt et 11} Bio hose 32 |13 2.3
|
SECOND CRop
::?1; 6-35 8-63 0.03 000 20}3 5058 10?4 9.86 1.91' 2.06 1:96 2-91‘ 3.96 6,25 3‘69
*[;‘j;'jp 30.04117.851 1,10 0.0020.73{18.27| 6.15|13.61{19.01 |1t.02 117,43 [14.92 119,78 |2, 74 15. 40
motm [18-20|13.27] 0.57| 0.00{11.53]10.98] 3.95|12.7%}10.48] B.0%| 9.70] 3.1 112,87 vl 9.55
Ratio
P.F;.F’ L7 2.1 360? 0.0 8-9 51 345 1.4 9.8 6.8 8.9 Sel 50 3.6 4,2
CTRP
TOTAL BOTH CROPS
f‘}’;}l 22.145118.30 | k.57 1.37| 6.99{11.25| 8.25/26.69| 7.70{11.91 [10.95 | 4.56 11,52 21.‘?112.(2
- h‘
bean [86.56(u6.23| 8.3/ 4.60]23.50[32.08{12.4133.60[23.42 f21.66 |62.39 [35. 70 [k .21 fu3.11] 34,35
- I!kz .1
¥§?21 S5k.51]32.27| £.46] 3.03[15.25(21.67[10.34(30.15 (15,57 [18.29 [36.68 |20.13 [27.87 [32.h4) 23.19
Ratio
8 |3.8 |2.0f 2.9
i ; Al2.9)15 )13 3.0 21 |57 )7
C.1.R.P. FOR EACH SOIL
RATTC OF WIGHEST YIELD FOR D.S,P, TO HIGHEST YIELD FOR R.
§ [ o8 | p-8 | D-8 | D-8 | D-L
8 | » b | p-8 (D8 | D8 | D2 D2 | D= D222 |2
ol 2% | B | 5w | 2 | B3 | 2 | &2 T |eF | | =R g
4 |3 | b3 | 2.9 |15
= 2,7 | 2.2 | 2.1 | 2.0 2.5 | 1.6 ) 1el |10 | 2h? d 2
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TABLE 3A
Yield of Dry Bavam Tops (0.D. em./pot mean)
: ol il s 2 s
FIT ¢ SO I S e Bl Bopt B <l | 2|
(=4 - X ;. — — 3

2.:%' o - !3; Ef, 4+ 40 ?’ ﬁ _l: ? :" g E E’:

s bl L] o =4 - e el v - 4 m & o~ ‘_ i
el | BR 4 g g G & 2 . & ;g " a 3 g fLo o
Sa8 £ B J"; @ 5 = & = o = (2] £4 o | ¥eans

FIRST CROP
P=0 | 0,06 | 0.09 | 0.65] 0.04 | 0.06| 0.00| 0.50 | 0.04 |o.0h |1.26] 0.01 |9.01 |0.03] 0.0% [0.m
C-1 [ 0,78 [0.21 ]| 0.63] 0.03 [ 0.25] 0,11 ] 0.70 | 0.76 |0.26 |1.10]| 0.24 |0.02 [0.33] .62 | 0.4
C=2 | 1.33 | 0.87 | 0,61 0.05 | 0.39] 0,80 c.70 | 1.94 [0.99 |1.45] 0.68 [0.08 |0.95| 1.92 | 0,71
C-h 12,25 [1.58 | 0,67] 0,19 ]| 0,78 | 0.97| 1.08 | 2.11 [1.00 |1.30] 1.45 |0.20 |9.06 1.'1ri 217
-8 |2.55 [2.24| 0,77 0.5k [ 0,98 | 1.76] 1.33 | 2.15 |1.00 [1.62] 2,06 [0.62 |1.a | 2.0 |1.65
D-1 {330 |1.50 | 0.93] 0,52 | 0.39 | 0,60 | 1.05 | 1.89 [0.48 |1.68 3.0% |1.53 [1.74] 1.90 | 1.49
-
D=2 | 3495 [2.17 [ 1.04 [ 0.55 | 0.30 | 2.17| 0,77 | 2,20 |0.65 [1.35] 3.75 |2.14 |2.07] 1.06 |1.70
D-4 [4.32 |3.28 | 1.37] 0.62 [ 0.20 | 1.74 | 0,82 | 1.80 |o.51 |1.53] 3.27 |2, [2.39] 5.26 | 1.08
. . . - .
D-8 &.55' 3.50 1.05] 1.01 | 0.38 | 1.66 | 0,95 | 1.85 [0.75 |1.58] 3.38 |2.45 |3.12] 2.37 | .09
Mean | 2.62 [1.72 ]| 0.86] 0.39 | 0.42 | 1.09| 0.88 [ 1.65 |o.64 [1.41] 2.10 [1.05 1.52) 1,71 | 1.29
SECOND CROP

P=0 1 0.00 [0.00[ 0,00 0,00 | 0,00 | 0,00 0.7 | 0,00 |0.00 |0.08] 0.08 |0.00 |0.90] 0.00 [0.m
€-1 | 0.37 |0.70| 0,00| 0,00 0.03 | 0.06| 0.06 0.63 0,03 |0.06] 0.06 {0,001 |0.28] 0.28 |0.17
G-2 10,52 [0.95] 0.,00] 0,00 | 0,11 | 0.10| 0,02 |1.09 |0.06 |0.10] 0.00 |0.05 |0.36] 0.63 0.30
C-k |0.95 [1.31 | 0.00] 0,00] 0.50| 0.53| 0.22 1.30 10.25 |0.25] 0,20 | 0,51 |0.66] 1.00 | 0.55
C-8 [1.64 |1.34| 0,00] 0.00] 0,71 [ 1.30] 0.70 1.73 |0.80 |0.70] 0.77 [1.09 [1.05] 1.55 | a.97
D=1 [1.40 |1.03| 0.02| 0.00| 1.81 | 0.66| 0.66 1.77 (1,12 |0.84] 0,38 |0.69 |0.95] 1.50 | 0.92
D-2 [2,29 [1.74| 0.00| 0,00 [ 1.67 | 1.62] 1.32 1.79 |1.41 |o.:1 1.32 | 1.35 |1.58] 1.96 |1.37

- .
D-b | 3.59 [2.24 | 0.15] 0,00 2.44 | 2.44 | 0.90 | 1.00 2,50 11.84) 2,39 | 2,04 | 2.73 2.93 | 1.94
- - - - - - - . -
D8 | 3.46 |2.31) 0.46| 0.00| 2.62 | 2.62 0.73 |1.42 |2.81 | 2,64] 2,93 2.3?‘ 2.76] 2.70 | 2.13
Mean | 1,58 [1.29] 0,07 0,00 | 1.10| 1.04 | 0,51 1.19 |1.01 | 0,82 0.91 | 0,91 [1.13] 1.40 | 0.93

TOTAL BOTH CROPS
P-0 | 0,06 | 0,09 0.65| 0.04 | 0.06 | 0.00 0.50 | 0,04 [0,04 |1.34] 0.00 |0.01 0.03] 0.08 |0.22
C-1 |1.15 |0.91| 0.63( 0.0% | 0,22 0.17] 0.76 |11.39 |0.29 |1.16] 0,30 0.03 |0.41] 0.90 | 0.60
C-2 |1.85 |1.82} 0,61 0.05 | 0.49| 0.90 0.72 | 3.03 [1.05 |1.55] 0.77 | 0.13 [1.31] 2.60 |1.21
G-k |3.20 | 2.89] 0.67] 0.19] 1.28] 1.50 1.30 | 3.41 11,25 1.55] 1.66 | 0.7 |1.62] 2.30 |1.72
C-8 | 4,19 [3.58] 0.77| 0.54 | 1.65] 3.06 2,03 | 3.88 11.84 12.32] 2.81 |1.71 | 2.66] 3.99 | 2.50
D-1 |5.20 |2.53| 0.95 0.52 | 2,20 1.26| 1.71 | 3.66 |1.60 2.32| 3.1 | 2.22 [2.69] 3.40 | 2.1
D=2 | 6,24 | 3,91 1.0‘4. 0,55 | 1.97 | 3.79| 2.09 | 4.00 2.26 12,26 5,07 | 3.49 | 3.65] 3.92 | 3.16
e Rl 2:3211.52 0.62 | 2,73 | 4,18/ 1.72 | 2.89 | 2.91 |3.37] 6.16 | 4.58 [5.60| .10 5.0
1—8 8.01 [5.81) 1,81 1.2 3.00] 4,28 1,68 | 3.27 3.56 |4.22] 6.81 | 4.8 |5.84] s.07 | u.o0"
Mean | 4,20 |3,00] 0,93 0.39 | 1.52 | 2.13 1.39 [2.84 11,64 |2.23] 3,01 |1.97 |2.65] 5.11 |>.22
N.B, * highest yield (Dry tops) for each soil




TABLE 5B.
Yield of Christmas Island Rock

Phosphate (C,I.R,P) Do
Superpho§phate (D.5.P) treated Bayam (D.M,) :2: e
ratio of vield D.5.F, Cil B B
2 |s 3 (2
¢ fa el iciEa R ila|2|8
55§§§§§:”§.5§§§§=
0 e I - g g o & g § ~ ~ & M E
o ﬁ & ¥ K 3 = T = " < = = £ &
T 0
w5 FIRST CROP Means
moon 11.73] 1.23] 0,67} 0,20} 0.59 | 0,91 0.95 [ 1.74 | 0.8
¢1an iE3 .23} o, i ! " % «7410.82 (1,37 [1.10] 0.23 | 0.96 | 1.70| 1.1
gﬂgnp “e25( 2.61] 1.10| 0.68 | 0,34 1,54 | 0.90 [ 1.96 | 0.60 | 1.48 3.61| 2,14 | 2,45 | 2,12| 1.83
?3::1 2.94) 1.92] 0.89 | 0.4k | 0,47 | 123 0.9511.85 | 0,70 | 1,43 | 2.36] 1.19 {1.71 | 1.91 1.43
Ratio
gig;j’ 2.4 | 2.1 | 1.6 | 3.4 0.6 |27 [0.9 (2.2 f0.72 |2 |33 9.3 |2.6 [1.2 | 1.8
SECOND CROP
g?:ﬂ 0,87 1.08] 0,00 0,00 0,34 | 0.50 | 0.25 | 1.19 | 0.29 | 0.28 | 0.28| 0.42 0.54 ) 083 0.49
beans [ 2,68 1.83) 0.16 | 0,00 | 2,14 | 1,59 { 0.90 | 2.50 | 2,99 | 1.56 | 1.5 | 1.6 2-01 | 2.27| 1.57
roeny [ 2.78] 1.46| 0.08 | 0.00 | 1.26 [2.05 | 0.58 | 135 [ 1.2 { 0.92 | 1.02] 1.03 | 1.28 | 1.58] 1.0
Ratio
“—giS'P 30 |17 ]| - = |63 |32 |3.6 [1.3 16,9 |5.6 |63 [3.9 |37 [2.6] 3.2
TOTAL BOTH CROPS
crar | 2-60[ 2.30| 0.67] 0.20] 0,93 | 1.1 [1.20 | 2,95 | 112 {164 [ 1,38] 0.65 | 1.50 | 2.57] 1.50
s
pean | 6.8 | u.ub| 1.26 | 0.68| 2,48 | 3.38 | 1,80 | 3.86 | 2.58 | 3.0 | 5.36| 3.78 | 4.46 | w.ko] 3.35
;:::1 4,72 3.27| 0.97| 0.4 | 1.7 | 2,40 | 1.50 | 3.20 | 1.35 | 2.34 | 3.37| 2.22 | 2,98 | 3.49] 2.u6
Ratio 8 0 11,7 | 2.2
giil;p 2.6 1.9 109 3-’" 2.? 2."‘ 1!5 102 2'3 1.9 3'9 5' 3. y :
.I.R.P FOR EACH SOIL
RATIO OF HIGHEST YIELD FOR D.5.P TO HIGREST YIELD FOR C.I.R.P
D-8 |D-8 |D-8 | D=8 |D=8 | Dk
. |p8 | p-8 | D=t | D8 |D8 |D=8 |D=2 |D=2 c-¥ [CB |CB [T8 |TF

Ratio o 4 T3 |exX | &% -8 m- c-8 =8 t-8

. 1.8 2.4 2.8 2e2 1-3
= |19 |1.6 | 2.0 |1.9 |2.8 [1.4 [2,0 [1,0 }1.9
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TABLE b4A
Recovery of Applied Phosphorus in Bayam tops (% of P applied)

I R R - 5 T B e vl BT P
THHIIHHHH R IEE
$1é | El S| 2| |2 &8|8 |2 |2 |8 )|5]|¢
¢ FIRST CRCP |Means

C =11 3.6] 1.0] 4.6 wil 23150:50 691271 1:0] 951 1.3 - 1.6 b.4] 3.2
C=-2| 3.0| 2.4| 2.6| 0.3] 21| 2.2| 3.5| 8.9| 4.0| 5.6| 1.8| 0.3| 3.1 8.8] 3.5
C-b| 35 3.0| 1.2]| 0.4 2.2]| 2.4]| 2.5| 6.3| 2.8]| 2.8| 2.7] 0.3| 1.8]| 3.8] 2.6
C-8| 2.4| 2.2] 08| 0.6] 1.3| 2.1| 1.8] 3.9]| 1.6| 2.0| 2.1 0.5 1.5| 3.2] 1.9
D-1|243]| 8.3| 5.5| 2.3| %8| 5.1[10.6]18.1| b.4|15.4 |23.6]10.6 |11.3|127.0] 11.5
D-2l14.0]| 8.7| bio| 2.2| 2.0| 9.2 5.3 |22.4| 3.8]| 6.7 |16.8| 9.9| 7.8|10.6] 8.2
D=-bl11.4] 9,0| 2.9| 1.8] 1.3} 5.0] 3.2| 7.1 | 2.3] w4 |21.7] 5.8] 7.2| 7.1] 5.7
D-8)] 5.6| 5.0] 1.5]| 2.3| 1.1| 2.6| 2.1 | 3.8| 1.8| 2.9 6.5] 3.9] 4.2 u.6] 3.4
SECOND CROP
C-1| 21| 36| 0.,0] 0.0|] - | 0.3| 0.3| 3.1| 0.0| 0.3 = - | 0.5| 1.3| 0.8
C=2] 1.5]| 3.1] 0.0] 0.0 0351 0.3 0,01 3.4 0.2 0.3] 0.3] 0.2 0.9 ] 2.1 0.9
C-411.6) 26| 0.0] 0,0 0.8| 0,7 0.3]| 2.9 0.3 0.3] 0.3]| 0.8] 1.2] 1.5| 0.9
C-8112f15/f00f00] 09| 09| 07| 2.3] 0.7] 0.5] 0.2] 1.2] 1.0] 1.6| 0.9
D-1) 71 4b4] - | 0,0|13.3] 2.5 2.5]10.1] 8.1 3.7 2.1 | 4.6]| 3.2| 9.0] 5.0
D-2] 69| 6.5| 0.,0] 0.0 8.3 s.0| 3.4] 8.0 4.6 1.7| 8.2| 3.5 3.7| 7.0] 4.5
D-%]56] bb]on]oo]sg]sol21]ss|ar]an]eol sz el uo
D-8) 46| 260 05 0.0f 45| 3.3] 2.t | 2.9 6| 32| 3.9 23] 2.7 3.9] 3.3
TOTAL BOTH CROPS
C=1]56] b6f 46| ~ | 23] 0.8] 7.2]|107] 1.0 9.7 1.3] - | 2.0] 5.6 w0
C-2| b5)55) 2.6( 03] 23] 2.4 | 3.5 (12,3 v 5.9 | 2.1 | 0.4 | 4,0|10.8] 4.3
€-4]52]55] 12| o] 3031 28(92]31]31]30]1.0 2.9| s.2| 3.5
€-8]36]37] 08 06] 22| 3.0]| 25| 6.2 2.3 25| 2.8] 1.6| 2.5| 4.8] 2.8
D=11314 12,6 | 5.5 2.3 118.1 | 2.6 [13.1 [28.2 |12.4 |29.1 [ 25.7 [15.2 | 26,4 25.9 | 16.5
D=2120.9 115.2 | 4o 2.2 |10.2 [14.2 | 8,9 2.4 | 8.4 | 8.8 |20.9 |13.3 |11.5 [17.6 | 12.6
D-4117.0 113.3 | 3.1 | 1.8 | 7.2 |10.0 5.3 [10.5 | 7.0 | 6.3 |17.7 |10.9 |11.9 |14.0]| 9.8
D-8110.2 | 7.6 | 1.9 2.3 5.6 29 | 3.4 | 6.7 | 6.1 | 6,6 [10.3 ] 7.6 | 6.9 8.4] 6.4
N.B.

Meansare derived from totals of all 14 soils figures,
available figureg being regarded
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TABLE bg,

Recovery of Applied Phosphorus in Bayam tops (% of P applied).
Means for Christmas Island Rock Phosphate, and Double

Superphosphate treatments, and ratios of D.3.P.

(P) recovery over C.L.R.P. (P) recove

L
- | -
c 8 _ L - . & ~ -~
i Silis et g e e e e <] &) 2|8
' b0 - e
: ELEl Gl e alalalal e 18] 2] ]5)s
£ 2 E gl 8 i i gl 37 Al B = £ £ g
3 | &lsls =l 2| 8|8 2| 5|55
& FIRST CROP o
Mean C.I.R.P 12,91 2.4 Nt lo.b friatamfael sl 55 3.2| 21| o.u]2.8] 6.2| 2.4

Mean D.5.P 12,0 | 6.7 [2.5 2,2 |1.6 6.7 [ 3.4 | 6.90 2.3| 4.6

10.4 | 5.6| 6.0| 6.9| 5.6

Mean Total 6.4 | .7 |2.0 (1.6 |1.6 b7 13.0]| 6.3 2.3 4o 6.5| 3.8|4.0| 5.6] 4.0

Rotio gt | bt | 2.8 118 f5.5 0.9 |28 |13 | 13| 10| 2| 5.0 200 53| 1.6] 2.3

SECOND CROP
Mean C.I.R,P 1.b4 2.2 - - 0.7 | 0.7 0.5 | 2.6 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.9]1.0 1.7] 0.9
Mean D.S.P 5.3 | 3.7 (0.3 ] = |6.0]4.0(2,9] b2) 2.4] 3.2 4.4 3.9 ] 3.4 5.5 3.4
Mean Total 3.5 [ 340 (002 | = 345 | 2.4 [2.2 | 35| 2.7[2.8] 2.5] 2.5]2.3] 3.7 2.3
Ratto zppes | 3.8 | 1,7 | - | - (865238 1.6] 8.0] 78] 8.8 3|3 3.0 5.8

Mean C.I.R.P bo2 | b.5 [1.4 |04 12,4 2.8 [3.0 | Bad| 2.7(3.6] 2.6 1.2[2.7] 5.8] 3.2
Mean D.S.P 14,8 [10.4 |2.8 [2.2 [7.5 8.2 5.3 |12.1| 7.1 (7.7 |14.8 | 8,0]9.3 |12.3] 8.7
Mean Total 9.8 | 7.7 |2.1 1.4 |5.1 |5.7 |42 | 9.7] 5.0]5.8] 5.0| 4.8]6.2] 9.2] 6.1

Ratio D'i""'l, 3.5 | 2.3 |2.0 |5.5 [3.1 |2.942.8 | 1.4] 2.6|2.1 ] 5.2 62|38 ] 2.1 2.7
C.1.R. :

(N.B. 1IN ALL ABOVE MEANS UNAVAILABLE DATA TS INCLUDED AS BETNG NBGLIGLBLE)

— . Rok 2.0 19.8 - 22 L, 6] 6.4
Ratio gt | 5.6 | 2.7 [1.2 | - |7.9[9:5 |18 26
2| 2.0]1.4 (10,0 |33.3 | 2.9 | 1.6] 5.9
Ratio 2=2 | 4,6 | 2.8 [1.5 7.3 [bb |5.9 (25 [ 1.7 2

- 91 1.1 2.3]2.2] 5.9 [10.9 4.2 ] 2.7] 3.5
Ratiog——_—g 3,3 | 2.4 [2.6 (4.5 |2.k | 3.2 |1.9

: Al 272026 3.7| v.8]2.8] 1.8] 2.5
Ratio =—q 2.8 | 2.1 [2.4 |3.8 [2.5 [2.0 [1.6 | 1.1

nl
N.B. Means of above ratios are of determinations available only.
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TABLE 5.
Phosphorus concentration in Bayam tops (% in D.M.
g1 Bp e s g g I

q e i e 2 » -

‘? & e 4 5 - ﬂ. IE gﬂ L] o (=]

Elelel gl Elslsldald)alz]4 A

8] d e b Ralid LEie § RS 8

:‘.‘ Lz ) L]

& FIRST CROP Means
P-0] .14 - 31 40| 13 B 35 - «09 | .31 - - - 321 23
C-1] 281 .29 28] = | 34 w26] 391 439 | 27| 34 | s22| | = «191): %271 . .26
Ca@ihielT | 22 F 4351 <331 200 L2139 0 .36 <3 501 s221) k251 1.25'] 3681 .29
Co= b 28] <29 | 29 317 Mol 381 36 A7 W3] W] .29 28| .29 .33] .33
c-8].30 | .3 | 30| 32| b 37| b3] 57| 48| 38 32 23] .28 ] Wm] .3
D-1| .28 | .2b| 260 20| 55| .36 .| .42 | 40 | 45 | .3k | 30 | .28 | .39 .35
Dow 2 | o3 | &35 ) 34y 35| W57 | «37] «60| 53| 50 <3 | w39 b0 | 33| 47] .42
D-& ] 46 ) 48[ 37| 50| «79| 50| 67| .65 | .78 | 50 | .5 | .61 | Jub | .55] .55
D ok 8 il‘j .’-I9 -’43 -?9 1-00 05"* -?6 071 081 -63 ltja -:')6 _I‘? -E? .\“Jh
Total o 4 .
s 28 | 32| 33| 40| W52 36| 49| 50 | W50 | W1 | .36 .33 | .32 | Jeo| .39

SECOND CROP

P = 0 oy 3 =4 e =t - o - - .13 - - - - -
C=11.2 | .20 me i boglSt- A5 A9 b M@ T |29 17| a8
C-2( .24 ].25] - N B e T [ +25 P33 § 28 ] 21 | Lao7) 28] .20
=it iae towmy | o - 2 | 211 .19 .35 | 18 | bk | .25 | 23] .25 | .23] .24
C-8| .22 .35 = - 36| 22| 30| M1 | .26 ) .22 .27 ] 34| 30 ] .32] .30
Pedj.22a8) | =] 321 a7] 27| .25 | .52 |29 ] .25 .29 ] .15 ) .26] .23
P=21.261.331 - | = | 3| .27) 23| .39|.25] 26 .27 .22 .20] .51] .28
Dracly-1o29 a3k | 18] - M2 W36 1| L61 | .36 | .23 | a4 I | 30| 1] .36
D=8 | 46| .o | 36| - 60| Jub] 65| 71 | .5k | L9 | k6 S| .3 | .s0] .50
Total

mean | *27 | 30| = | - | 36] 25| 300|292l .nn]| 50

FIRST CRop

Mean

CIRp | 22 | +25 | 30| 1| 1| L28) 30| .45 | .35 34 | 26 ] .21 | 25 | 38| WA
Mean

DSp 37 «39 -36 6 «73 Ll .62 .58 62 .50 U6 2 .}8 .52 b9

SECOND CROP

Mean

crep |3 1B - ) - | 25]a8] a0 |ag | ar 25 | .26 | .26 | o] .23
Mean

DSP «30 31 - - Sl «31 37 L9 .36 27 .35 .35 .25 37 .35

N.B.
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Mean values are thoge of determinations available only.




TABLE 6,

E
o
]
o
%
=
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3
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o
=]
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in Bayam tops (% in D.M,)
2|3
g |2 4|2 5 Gl P R < |la |2 |8

e ey a3 =]

& > :p :: a z o L) -« -
ggé?égggﬁ'gﬁﬁ"”%?
: LSS RESENL AL SR RSN HIARAN

& FIRST CROP Means
P-O "’n - . . ™ -

61 3.54 | 4,32 | 4,64 4391 - |5.06 ] 4,16 6:45 15.62| -~ | s.84 4,87
C=1]|54,46]|4,48] 4,086 he65 | b,77 bo76 | b33 5420 [ 3.93 [ 4,43 | 5,94 5+21 | b.47| s.01] 4,68
C=2)|hko|b,52| b,30| 4,95 5.18 | 4,88 | 4,39 334 [ 4,55 | 4,17 [ 5,58 5.62| b.75] 4.87| 4. 68
C=4|b.97|b.29] 429 4,64 | 5,10 4472 | 4.38 | 5,04 | 5,20 k.37 [ 6,20 | 5054 | 4,74 5.51| 4,91
C~8|4,33| ool 4,22 4,36 | 5.57| 4.68 b.61| 4,78 .83 [ 4,98 | 5,18 5:59| 4.88 | 4,03( 4,79
D=1)]3.69]3.90| 4,16/ 3,65 5450 | b9k | 4,70 | 4,56 5.25 [ 4,42 | 5,21 [5.56 5.05 | b.47| 4,65
D=2)3.b0fb.b3| b5k 5,55]5.67] 4,87 494 1 5,27 | 5,45 | 4,54 5:03 5,77 5.01 | 5.10] 4.97
D=~4)3.50 | 4.71] 4,90 4,56 | 4,91 5432 15.00{ 5.08 | 5,07 | 4.87 5413 |5.40| 5,03 5.25| 4,091
D-8f2.62|4.82] 5,14 4.80 5.18 | 2,14 | 4,97 | 3,99 5412 | 5.04 | 4,79 {5,99 | 4,72 k.so| 4,54
Total | 4 00| 4.39] 434 | 0.2 5417 [ BaSh 1 4o63 | .63 | Lok |4
oy . - . ; ¥ «05 | .63 [ b9k 14,59 | 5,47 |5,57] 4,83 k,95] 4,76

SECOND CROP
P-o0| - - B - - - - - - |5.52 | = - - F 4
C=1|b,94 4,2 ] - = | 5454 | 499 | 5.57 | 5.19 | 5,43 [5.16 | - = | %4615,19] 5,06
C=2|490|4,26] - - 4,90 | b.60 | - | 4.90 5.6k |4.80 5495 |5.54 | b.29{ 5,51 5,03
C=-4]5.32|4.64] - = | 596 4.86 | 5,20 [ 5.10 | 5.47 | 4.89 |5.90 [5.60 k.89 15.28] 5,25
C=81n95 99| =« | - |5.484.58[5.20]5.305.20 |5.13 | 6.26 5.68 [ 4,80 3.50| 5,07
D=1)bus7fbuabf « | - u.90|u9 [3.7 |4.33]6.23 [6.52 [5.83 5.4 [ b2k ) 5.211 4,83
D= 21065 (05| = | o 16,33 | 4,07 [4,25 | 479 | 4,95 |3.88 [5.77 [5.05 | .50 | 4.06] 4.7
D=l 12,94 [hb3] 3098 5,10 4,85 |6.82 | 5.59 [ 5,05 [4,57 [6.26 [5.91 | .60 | 5.02] 4,84
D=8 bbb bb2fb75] « [5.57]3.93 |5.43 | 888 | 5,10 [5.59 |5.5% [5.98 | .04 | 5.30] 5.06
“...“fl 459 [ 439 = | - |5.47 | 4,60 |4.87 | 5.00 |5.36 [4.90 |5.90 |5.57 | 4.60 | 5.00] 5,00
FIRST CROP
:;;: L’nsl‘ ".}2 "'.1“ '1.65 5.13 l..?ﬁ 4,42 k.59 ".63 h-“g 5!65 5-“9 ‘h?l h.BS #o??
. . hc
:;;n 3031 4,47 | 6,69 | b6k | 5,32 [ 4.32 |4.90 [4.68 [5.22 [4.72 [5.0% [5.68 | 4.95 | 4,83 ] 4,77
2 SECOND CROP
61 | b6 | 4,87 5,14
:1.3 5¢03 [4,50 | = | = |5.47 | 4,76 [5.29 |5.12 | 5.41 15,00 16,00 [5.61
— ? 54 | 4,60 | 5,12 | koL
n |35 (29| = | - [5.48 [t [u5s fus0 [sutn fuies [5.85 [s.5
N.B. Mean values are those of determinations available only.



TABLE 7.

Potassium concentration in Bayam tops (% in DoM,)

2178 5 | =
. N o ErE e e s L2 1S
= m £ < - oy 2 a w0 o - 42
Brbertel B B e ts | 8L L8 Eaiia 812 | g
SlElE LRI [ELELELE S 22 L& |8 |4
E 0 v
& FIRST CROP |Means

p-ofttir] - |5.59] 417360 = |7.05] = |2.76|6.85] - - - | 2.50] 4.59

C=115.67|4.15]5.25] = |4.89]3.50 6,85 4.81 4,95 |6.46| 4.65] - [ 4.27]5.93] 5.12
¢ -2|5.86|4.76| 5.57| 5.56 | 5.68 | 4.21 | 7.10| 6.38 | 5.26 | 5.88 | 5.06 [ 5.81 | .62 | 6.00| 5.55
C-b|5.30|5.76] 5.30| 5.78 | 6.48 | 5.33 | 6.34 | 7.62 | 6.13 | 6.40| 5.11 | 3.38 | 4.81 | 6.13| 5.71
¢ - 8|5.07|5.66| 5.52] 5.70 | 7.21 | 6.52 | 7.31 | 8.19 | 6.42 | 6.2k | 6.64 | 4.30 | 5.93 | 7.28] 6.29

D-1]6.69]|6.26| 5.60| 4,09 | 6.76 | 6.38 | 7.58 | 7.57 | 5.40 | 5.90 | 5.70 | 4,06 | 4.92 | 6.08] 5.93
D-2|7.1018.05| 5.85| 5.98 | 6.51 | 6.35 | 7.73 | 8.01 | 6.33 | 7.38 | 6.08 | 4.47 | 5.76 | 7.03| 6.62
D=4 |7.04|8.76| 4.98| 6,07 | 7.29| 6.33 | 9.23 | 8.98 | 6.53 | 7.57 | 5.96 | 4.91 | 5.71 | 7.13| 6.89
D-8|6.24|7.44] 6.26| 6.66 | 7.25| 4.96 | 7.92 | 7.74 | 6.70 | 7.66 | 6.42 | 3.17 | 5.76 | 7.01| 6.51

Total f 5 ou | 6,35 | 5.53| 5,48 | 6,15 | 5.4 | 735 | 735 | 5.63 | 6.65 | 6.70 [ 4.3k | 5,20 | 6.13( 6.08
SECOND CROP
TS i W S RO AR (9 neitng W T - - - -

C=1]|5.74]4.27| = - - |3.25]| 408|456 - |3.27] - - | h.64| b,76] 4,32
C=2]|3.20]| 4.80| = - |33 |b03| - |5.18]3.10|3.39] 6.10 | 5.92 | 4.65 | 6.64] 4.57
C-b4f6.35]6.13| = = |5.20| 4,76 3,98 | 6.1 | 4,12 | 4,12 | 6.26 | 5.90 | 4.80| 6.31] 5.36
C-8]6.53]5.13| = = | 5.31]6.03| 4,96 6.66|5.42 |4.80| 6.34 | 6,15 | 5.83 | 6.81] 5.83

D-1]6.62|4.68] = | = |5.61|4.,52]3.79|5.60]3.97|3.396.48 |5.65]5.08 ]| 6.64] 5.17
D-2|6.78|5.82| = - 5.31 | 6.01 | 5.46 | 7.65| 4.45 | 3,77 | 6.59 | 5.74 | 6.13 | 7.65]| 5.95
Debl4,51]16.21]| 3.40] = |7.80 7.4b]7.13]7.98|5.51 | 484 6.35 | 5.68 | 5.67 | 7.40]| 6.15
D-8]6.09]|6.29]|5.16] = |7.35]|8.19|7.26|8.15] 7.94 | 6,02 | 5.99 | 6.80 | 6.32 | 7.74| 6.87
Total | 5 o3 | 5. 42

mean - . i o 5-70 5053 5-214 6.52 ""-93 h.l} 6.30 Gum 5-39 6-7" 5-6"”

FIRST CROP
Mean

crep | 5448 5.08] 5.41] 5.68 | 6.07 | 4.89| 6.90| 6.75| 5.69 | 6.2 | 5.37 | .50 | v.91 | 6.3%] 5.67

M
D;;" 6.76 | 7.63| 5.67| 5.70 | 6.95 | 6.01 | 8.12 | 8,08 | 6.24 | 7.13 | 6.04 | 4,15 | 5.54 | 6.81] 6.49

SECOND CROP

Mean
orep |5+46(5.08| - = |%61[b.52|b38 15,90 b.0s [3.90]6.23 |5.99 | 4.98 | 6.13] 5.20

Mean
ngp |60 |57 | < | - [6.52] 6,54 5.01 | 7,35 | 5.7 | 651 | 635 | s.97 | 5.80 | 7.36] 6.13

N.B. Mean values are those of determinations available only.
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Calcium concentration in Bayam tops (% in D.M.)

TABLE 8,

218
sl | x| «|218]<]a slal 3]s

]

ggg%%::_i’gﬁ‘ggg

S1E &S 8B e is 2]

< A 2 = = = @ £ = & [ &

& FIRST CROP “
S R B Rl e T R e 0.84]| 0,79
C-1)1.58[1.729]1.30| - |1,10]1.50 0.7 1.39] 0,75 | 0.92 1.07| - |1.52]1.07]1.22
C=-2|1.47)1.70| 1.22 | 0.4k | 21,14 | 0,79 0,78 | 0.80| 0,43 | 0.7 | 1.25 | 1.27 1.79| 0.89 | 1.05
C - 4] 1.53] 1.80 1.50 | 0,86 | 0,63 | 0,92 0.65 | 0.60] 0.72| 0.81 1,30 1.25 | 1.91 | 0.94% | 1.10
c-8|2.12]1.77| 1.48 | 0.70| 0,51 | 0.68 0.87| 0.57 | 0.1 ] 1,01 1,231 1.36|1.56| 0.61 | 1.08
D~-1|1.46]1,28]1.20| 0,50 0.1 | 0,64 0,69 0.49| 0.49] 0,83 | 1,24 1,21 1.67 | 0.64 | 0,91
D =2]11.29( 1,26 1.15 | 0,61 | 0,40 | 0,93 | 0,77 | 0.47 | 0,48 | 0.7 1.39 | 1.27 | 1.49 | 0.55 | 0.92
D= 4f1,37] 1.44 | 1.42 | 0.58 | 0.43 | 0,69 | 0.82 0,49 | 0.45 | 0.68 | 1.31 | 1.06 | 1,76 | 0.60 | 0,04
D= 8]1.021.55]1.13 | 0.47 | 0.39 | 0.9% | 0,72 | 0.4k | 0,47 0,91 | 1.26|1.32 | 1,94 | 0.57 | 0.04
;:::1 1,481 1.57 | 1,27 | 0,56 | 0.62 | 0.90 | 0,77 | 0,65 | 0.53 | 0.83 | 1,26 | 1.25 [ 1.7 | 0.75 | 1.1

SECOND CROP
Poo| o | « | «i ] =% e [l S R A R T e
C=-1]|1.48]2.02] = - - |0.38|0,06 0,772 - |0.25]| - - | 0,91 ]0.44 0,79
C - 2 1020 ?002 - - 0.52 0.22 - 0.3? 0.18 0091 1.22 1-}2 1-36 0.‘06 0|93
C=-411.23]2.26| - - 0.59 | 0,22 | 0.39 | 0.61 | 0,53 | 0.75 | 1.32 | 1.27 | 1.78 | 0.46 | 0.94
c-8|1.78|2.27] - - |0.50|0.82 |0.46|0.64 | 0.65]|0.26[1.54|1.63]1.65]1.031.10
D=1]2.0 ] %2 ks - | 0.54 | 0.54 | 0,37 | 0,60 | 0,63 | 0,67 | 1.23 | 1,33 | 1,41 | 0.73 | 0.90
D-2|1.54|1,60] = - | o.44 |0,65 |0.42 | 0.60 | 0.46 [ 0,58 | 1,64 [1.19 | 1,28 | 0,76 | 0.93
D-4l1.2811.83]0.30| - |0.48]0.78 |0.80]0.72 | 0.58 | 0.51 |1.47 | 1.61 |1.42 | 0.96 | 0.99
D-811.73/1.87]0.82| - |0.62]|1.09|0.360.66]0,7L |0.74 |1.53 | 1,52 [1.52 |1.12 |1.10
;1‘12::1 1.6 {1,900 - - |0.53]0.59 |0.41 |0.69 | 0.53 | 0.55 |1.42 [ 1.8 | 1,42 | 0,75 | 0.97
FIRST CROP
. .88 11.11
g;;; 1.68 | 1.77 | 1.33 | 0.67 | 0,85 | 1,00 [ 0,77 | 0,84 | 0.63 | 0.86 |1.21 | 1429 11.70 | 0,84 | 1.1
bea? 11,29 [1.38 | 1.23 |0.54 |01 |0.80 [0.75 [0.47 |0.47 |0.80 11,30 1,22 |1.72 059 {0.93
SECOND CROP
- o5 11,36 1,41 [1.43 | 0.60 0,94
g;; 162 202 ] - | - |o.sb |ousn 0,30 |0.72 [0u5 105K |1.36
47 1.8 f1.81 |0.89 |1.00
:E;n 1.47 11,88 | - - |o.52 [0.77 |0.49 |0.65 0,60 10463 {1.47
—

N.B. Mean values are those of determinations available only.




TABLE 9

Magresium concentration in Bayam tops {% In D.M.)

Sl G ; : g N e 8
. - by = ﬁ ’l‘G Lo m - = st =3
« -] " L et M ] - -

i Eol e |l lie ie BalleghindiiBat [Eaf821 lizi 22 |- 4

e 8 ® = = et ) P éi L —~ - L & 5]

E & & g g £ = 2| =2 | w = £ F-r [ S

- m v

(]

b FIRST CROP Means
P -0} 098 = 1.32] 0.57] 0.31] - 0.39] = 0.30] 0.49] = - - 0.80] 0,64
C=1]1.,04] 1.19| 0.68] - 0.62| 0.50| 0.19] 0.83| 0.41] 0.62 0,70 =~ 1.13| 0.81| 0.73
¢ - 21 0.97] 1.40] 0,77] o.64] 0.48| 0.46| 0.61| 0.51] 0.58| O.4of 0.58| 1.07 1,28| 0.66] 0.74
¢ - 41,11 1.36] 0.72] 0.57] 0.41| 47| 0.76] 0.44] 0.33] 0.54| 0.65| 0,96| 1.47| 0.39| 0.73
¢ -8|1.23] 1.29| 0.77] 0.37| 0.36] 0.46| 0.55| 0.43| 0.35]| 0.55| 0.50] 0,76| 1.23| 0.47] 0.66
p-1|0.76] 1.23] 0.63] ¢ 21| 0.24| 0.36] 0.53| 0.39] 0.29| 0.46| 0,52] 0.92( 1,35] 0.51| 0.60
D - 2|0.73| 1.07] 0.771 0.23| 0.28| 0.28] 0.57| 0.42| 0.26] 0.49| 0.55| 0.96| 1.21| 0.47| 0.59
p-b]|o.68] 1.04] 0.87] 0.25] 0.25] 0.55] 0.52] 0.39] 0.23] 0.48| 0.49] 0.92] 1.43] 0.43| 0.61
D -8|0.56] 1.07{ 0.76] 0.23| 0.29| 0.39] 0.66] 0.28] 0.24]| 0,34] 0.48] 1,04| 1,54 0,49] 0.FO
noval 0,90 1,29] 0.81f 0,38] 0,36 0,43 0,53] 0,46| 0.33[ 0.49| 0,56 0,95 | 1.33 | 0.56 0.6

3ECOND CROP

P-0f - - - - - - - - - 0.67] = - - -
€ -1]0.97] 1,23| - - - 0.51| 0.49] 0.61] = o7 - & 1.20| 0.85| 0.83
C=2|0.90] 1.53| = - |lo.]o0.k9] - 0.55| 0.56] 0.77] 0.73] 1.27] 1.02| 0.89| 0.83
€ - h11.16] 1,39] - - 0.49| 0,71 | 0.46| 0,47| 0.42] 0.59] 0.68 | 1.24 | 1.23 | C.86| 0.81
C-8)1,04]1.56] - - 0.43] 0,26] 0.50] 0.,61] 0.47| 0.86] 0.76| 1.25| 1.26| 0.77] 0.82
=1 |1.02] 1.35| - - 0.36| 0.33| 0.32| 0.49] 0.55] 0.44] 0.68] 1.10] 0.98 | 0.63| 0.69
=12 :0.77] 1.19] = - 0.43 | 0.34] 0.21 ] 0.47] 0.61| 0.34] 0.65] 1.03| 1.02] 0.57| 0.62

410.65[1,31| 0.60] - | 0.37|0.40|0,37| 0.51| 0,36] 0.42| 0.67|1.30] 1.15| 0.61| 0.67

-810.79f 1.31] 0,45] - | 0.48) 0.45] 0.30| 0.41| 0.43] 0.,49] 0.65] 1.12] 1,28 0.73| 0.88
Total 3 [l .
mean | 091 1.36] - = | 0.43] 0,44 ] 0,38] 0.52] 0,46} 0,59] 0.69] 1,19] 1.14 | 0.74] 0.74

FIRST CROP
Mean 1 8 ) g 4 3 :
crap 1299 ] 1.28] 0.74( 0,53 ] 0,47 0.47 ] 0.53] 0,55 0.42] 0,53 0.61 | 0.93] 1.28 | 0.58] 0.72
Mean 0.68
DSP +60 1 1.10] 0.76( 0.23| 0.27 | 0.40 | 0,57 0.37| 0.26| 0,44 ] 0.51 | 0.96 ] 1.28 | 0,49]| 0.60
SECOND CROP
Mean
omgp |1e02 [ 1431 - | - 0.4 0,49 | 0,48 | 0,56 | 0.48 | 0,94 | 0,72 | 1.23 | 1.18 | 0.84 | 0.80
Mean
asp. |08 11,294 - | - |0.42]0.38 |0.30] 0.47] 0,44 | 0,82 | 0.66 | 1,24 | 1,02 | 0,64 | 0467
N.B, Mean values are those of the determinati
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Dry matter yields a
highest yiel

IBLE_ 10/,

nd leaf ana
ding treatm

lytical data for the
ent ‘for each soil

A. Basic ignaeous

rock derived soils

Underlined wvalues are those less than the Tarat A.

than dry wt. index (10/8).

182

B. Sedimentary rock derived soils,
" - g - = ey o
“le s |® 7 8| <] & e § v e
HEHHHH R B R IR ER
o |8 |8 & 8|8
= @0 i ;5 3; §
Highest + .
yieldin D=8 |D-8
treatmeﬁts D-8 10-8 Io-b |o-8 D-8 (D8 [D-2 |D-8 [p-8 D-2 |D-4 |D-8
Mean dry  1st |4.55(3.88|3.12|3.50|2.26/2.
v, vl 3.1213.5012.26|2.45 1.6611.5812.21/0.75]0.38(0.77]1.37]1.01
(gm./pot)  2nd |3.46(2,93[2,76|2.312,93]2.37 2.6212.6411,7912.812.62(1.32]0 15/0.00
(] oM J
2nd |4, b4h4|5,5415, 064 42 5402 (5.04 3+9315.59|4.79|5.10(5.57 4,25 3.94| -
lat | 43| .58) 47| 49| .55] .56 ’
(% 3¢ D.M.) SFOB wel b P 38| +631 53 WB1f1.00) 76| L39f .79
Znd | o46] <46} 34) MO NLE 5h Jaf ol 39l skl 60| L65] .16 -
% K i:;p 6.2416.45215.7617,4417.13 3,17 4.9617.66(8.01(6.70|7.25]7.734.98|6.¢6
(% of DM-D 3na 16,09]5.99]6.32|6.29{7.40[6.80 8.19(6.02(7.65(7.94|7.35]5.46]3. 40| -
i b 1st [1.,07|1.26{1.94]1.55[0.60(1.32 0.9410.91 10,470.47[0.39|0.77|1.42|0.47
n crop
(% of D.N.) 3ng 1.73|1.53(1.521.870.96]1.52 1.09{0.7410.6110.71 |0, 62 |0. 42[0.39] -
% Mg 1st [0.56{0.48]1.54|1,07]0.48 [1.04 0.39]0.34]0.42/0,24]0.2910.57]0.87]0.23
crop
(% of DaM) ana |ou79]0.65(2.28 fr.31 fo.6 fr.12 0.450.49]0.47[0.43]0.480.21 0. 60] -
TABLE 10/B.
Recovery, total for both crops, expressed as figures relative to the
recovery from the soil Tarat A, for the highest yielding
treatments
Tarat A relative index = 10,0
Dry wt. index | 10.0] 8.5 7.3] 7.3| 6.5] 6.0 5.3| 5.3] 5.0] 4.4] 3.7| 2.6/ 1.9 1.3
- L] - . “ -
N 10.0h2.91 7.8] 9.9] 9.7ho.k s.1| 8.4] 2.5] 6.6] 6.1 3.4] 2.7] 1.8
L . . .
P 10,0 10.1| £.8] 7.bf 6.9] 7.5 5.8] 6.5] 5.3 6.0f 5.5 hal| 1.5) 2.3
K 10.0] 8.6] 7.2| 8.2] 7.6 l_o:_ﬂ— 6.0] 5.7 6.3] 5.5 4,51 2.7 M 1.k
Ca 10,0 8.8] 9.8] 9.2 3.9] 6.4 b,2] 3.2 2:0) 2:2| 17| a2 2.9 Qub
SR 10.0| 2.1[15.8]12.8] 5.4 9.8 3.5 3.5 2.4 2.6] 2.6] L.k} 2.4 04
* = recovery at least 30% greater than the dry wt, yield index,

figs. (10/A) and less



4*01 9%0 64 0% 89¢ 60n FORIL, 39 Tt €210 %0°0 g=»o Juequy
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A DY OF THE SE OF CATION NGE § ENTION IN SOILS
I

ey
B.Q.P. Corpuz and M,N.K. Hiew
Department of Agriculture, State of Sabah.

Introduction
In tropical countries where rainfalls are high, plant nutrients in s

is highly undesirable. Rmcmlderedmmmmmd oils can be washed out heavily by rains. This

back part of these valuable nutrients which otherwise would hmldﬂﬂionll cation exchange sites to soils would hold

dcﬂimmhmmshhmuwnu“mm b b;:::xrm Since it is the general property

ed to study its effects on nutrient retention in solls,

Soil A 5705 - Cocoa Research Stati » Quoin Hill Tawau,
. pH 4.9 ;
Organic C 3.40
(%

the following experiments are design-

)
Total N 0.32

(%)
C/N Ratio 11
C.E,C. 12,65
(m.e.%)
Easily 4
Soluble P
(p.p.m.) :
Cation Exchange Resins:- Zeo-Karb 225 resin manufactured by the Permutit Co. ., was used, It

is a high capacity sulphonated polystyrene bead resin supplied in Sodium form. It contains only
one ion active group, viz., the -803H group and its total capacity of 5 milli-equivalent per (dry)
gram is independent of pH. 1t is stable to strong axidising and reducing agents and can be used
up to 100°C, pﬂdmmnm.sﬁnhmrlﬁoma.l_. The resin was treated with HC1
(IN) and the pH of Zeo-Karb 225-H form at 1:2.5 resin water ratio was 3,

1. Introduce 10 grams of air-dried soil into a leaching column lightly packed with macerated filter
paper at bottom. Leach through the soil with 100 mis of distilled water (pH 5.5), Repeat this
leaching process 5 more times and determine K, Ca and Mg in these leachates. HSl1, 2,3, 4, 5
and 6 are used to designate the amount of cations in these leachates, The analytical results
shown in Table I. *

Table 1. Cations leached out from Soil by mudwm (pH 5.5)

B

‘maea &l
HS 1 0.097 0,112 0,063
HS 2 0,054 0,028 0.022
H8 30,031 0.017 0,013
HS 4 0,018 0,014 0,009
HS 50,011 0,008  0.006

HS 6 0,008 0,008 005

o i LB g H from tabo
2. Introduce 10 grams of the same soil well mixed with 2 grams of Zeo-Karb 225 resins
a similar leaching column, Leach through the column with 6 lots of 100 mls of distilled water and
determine for K, Ca and Mg from the leachates as in Procedure I, HRS1, 2, 3, 4,8;_1:16.::
used to designate the amount of cations in these leachates. The analytical results are shown

Table I1.
Table II. Cations leached out from Soils nduummw'mmby Distilled Water

K IG-l-IJ Mg

HRS1 0,036 0,101 0,036

HRS 2 0.005 0,017 0.007
HRS 3 0,005 0,008 trace
HRS 4 0.003 ftrace trace
HRS 5 0,001 trace trace

_HRS 6 trace trace frace
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A oduce 10 grams of air-dried soil into a leaching column and leach with 250 mls of Ammonium
b pevihsi ollect the leachate in a 250 mls volumetric flask and dilute to

Acetate (IN) adjusted to pH 7 and ¢
the mark with extracting solution. Determine Exchangeable K, Na, Ca and Mg in the leachate.
Analytical results are shown in Table III.

Table III. Exchangeable Cations

e e s T

K 0.35
Na 0.12
Ca 1,63
Mg 1.62

Total 3.72

4. Repeat Procedure 3 and collect leachate in a 500 mls Erlenmeyer flask, Add 2 grams of the Zeo-
Karb 225 resin-H form into the solution. Shake the flask at frequent intervals and leave overnight.
&mmthemimkomﬂnsdutimndoolhctthewlﬁmlnaﬁo mls volumetric flask and di-
lute to the mark with extracting solution. Determine K, Ca and Mg. Analytical results are shown

in Table IV.
Table IV. Remaining Exchangeable Cations in Leachate after Resins' Treatment
me. b 3
K 0.320
Ca 1.084
Mg 0.496

5, Transfer the resins from Procedure 4 to a leaching column. Leach the resins with 100 mls of dis-
tilled water. Collect leachate into 100 mls volumetric flask and dilute to mark with distilled water.

Determine K, Ca and Mg in solution. Repeat the leaching process through resins nine more times.
HR1, 2, 3 -------= represent amount of cations contained in the first, second ------~ 100 mls of

leachate, An interval of 5 minutes between successive leachings was adopted with an object to pre-
vent undesirable drying up of resins. Analytical results are shown in Table V.

TABLE V, Cations Released From Resins by Successive Water Leachings

Ca K
{mu‘,e . %)

HR1 0.108 0.032 0.03
2 0.106 0.003 -

3 0.009 trace -

4 0,006 trace -

5 0.009 trace -

6 trace trace -

7 trace trace -

8 trace trace -

9 ftrace trace -
10 trace trace -

Discussion

L

From the experimental results contained in Tables I and II, Table VI was compiled. It could be seen that 77.2%
of K, 31.5% of Ca and 66.7% of Mg were held back by the addition of cation exchange sites to soil which otherwise wo=
uld have been leached out from soil by 600 mls of distilled water (0.72 inches of rainfall),

Table VI. Percentage Retention of Soil Nutrients by the Addition ¢ Cation Exchange Sites to Soil

K Ca
%) Mg
Soil (HS 1 - 6) 0.22 (n:“s 0.12
Soil + Resins (HRS 1-6) 0.05 0.13 0.04
~Amount Retained by resins 0,17 0,06 0,08
_Retention by Resin 77.2% 31 5% 66,7%

Figures I, 1l and III were also plotted which are self-explanatory,

The negative :
cations wI:ud be h’eﬁ:n?;:ﬁm st retain cations by electrostatic force. It was expected that trivalent
tions stronger than monvalent ongly onto resins than divalent cations and similarly that resins would hold divalent 8~
divalent cations (Ca and Mg ml:;; This was supported by experimental results contained in Table V which sh
held very lmly by the ’-m:c“r::m u:mttrmmmﬂm than monovalent cation (K). Monovalent K cations ;;;

was ¢ i1 be
the resins was leached out by the first 100 nﬂ.dmﬂn,dwxmwwmm 100% of the exchangeable K
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It could be concluded based upon the above findings
soil, the wasteful leaching of valuable plant nutrients from soil b
bility of field application of resins for economical reasons necess
stood that the weakly ionisable-COOH grou
though at a relatively slower rate. The fortuitous coincidence of the

that by the addition of Zeo-Karb 225 cation exchange resins to
y rainfall can be effectively reduced. The impractica-
itated a suitable substitute to be found. It was under-

p of the Zeo-Karb 226 cation exchange resins would similarly retain cations
presence of ~COOH functional groups in the humic

acids suggests heavy mulching and application of composts to soils as a possible practical substitute.
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Discussion
Mukerjee:

Shao:

In the present paper retention of potassium, caleium and magnesium has been studied. However, the
most important nutrients from an economic point of view to most farmers in South East Asia are phos-
phate and nitrogen. Phosphate is usually retained in the soil but nitrogen disappears quickly due to

nitrification.

I would suggest th * nitrification inhibitors such as N-serve at present being studied in Japan should be
tested to make nitrugen gradually available throughout the active absorption stage of the crop. Nitrifi-
cation is not stopped but rather slowed down. Such a study would nicely fit in with the one presented in
the paper under discussion.

The position of the exchangeable aluminium which is the dominant cation in acid soils, must be considered,
as trivalent aluminium will be the most strongly absorbed ion on the resins and will therefore occupy

most of the exchange sites of the resin.

The valencies of aluminium depends upon pHs. At low pH, we have predominantly A" but as pH
increases, we would have A1(OH)™, Al(OH)s, Al(OH)q4, Al(OH); etc. Hydrolysis constants of these
reactions are unfortunately not known or else we can calculate the exact amounts of A, alom™

etc. at different pHa.

1 would agree that trivalent cations are held more strongly by resins than divalent and monovalent cations
and given time most of the exchange sites would be occupied by trivalent cations. When this occurs,
resins can ther Ye treated to reconvert into H-form.

One of the main object of this experiment is to find means to solve the aluminium toxicity problem of our
basaltic soils. One way to solve the problem is to raise the soil pH by liming which for economic reasons
is not to be recommended. It is difficult to equilibrate Zeo-Karb 225 - H form resins in water; the aqu-
eous pH is invariably higher than that near resins' surfaces (pH2). The pH values of our problem soils
vary between 3.9 and 4.3 and we have therefore A1, Al(OH)**, M(OH);T Al(OH), in various proportioss.
It may not be incorrect to say that initially Al(OH)s and K* would have similar chances to be adsorbed
onto reﬂns but as A Al(OH), approaching gradually towards resins' surfaces, it would be converted to
ALOH)™ and A1 due to drops in pHs, -

Approaching resin surfaces

HO

>Al“ — A'—
HO

HO

Decrease of pH and therefore increaze in positive charge.

and would therefore be held strongly by the resins, For Al(OH)g, one of the hydraxyl groups is being
held loosely and can be easily converted to Al(OH);. The essence of this phenomena is that although
::umlnhm is present in monovalent, divalent and precipitate forms in our problem soils, it will eve
bhtuken “pt.h:!;:{eﬂ“qu trivalent form and will therefore be held strongly. The aluminium toxicity pro”

m may ore be solved. Resins introduced into soils in nylon bags would enable them to be re=
converted to H-form from time to time. 21 s

ITr? ;.mw . hl';drecﬂd mllzi lntrodu?i;e Zeolites as a soil conditioner to prevent nutrients being leached of
. Aw Caution - Ze tr molecule , able to
release easily, aps 8 into its micropores which may not be
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AN AMMON‘IE:’[L%I:LORIDE METHOD FOR DETERMINING EXCHANGEABLE POTASSIUM,
UM, MAGNESIUM AND ALUMINIUM IN MALAYAN SOILS

by

M. Mohinder Singh and K. Ratnasingam
Rubber Research Institute of Malaya

SUMMARY

normal ammonium chloride. at the pH of the soil. is mn%'ﬁuﬁivlm; :::hm:;::l:iznm. wl:h
ammonium chloride. of at least 6 hours extraction time, were found necessary to extract all the mhungubnl?cr::lnm
Values of potassium and magnesium obtained
similar to those obtained by the commonly used
extracted by the ammonium chloride method
solubility of the caleium compounds in soil,

b‘y this ammonium chloride equilibrium extraction procedure were
neutral ammonium acetate method, Much more caleium was generally
than by the ammonium acetate method. This difference may be due to

Exchange capacity values determined on the
ion. showed that in the case of two soils

were appreciably lower. This may be
chloride solution.

An examination of the exchangeable values indicates that Malayan soils are predominantly aluminium saturated. 6
out of the § soils under study having more than 50% of their exchange capacity (as determined by summing K. Ca. Mg
and Al) saturated with aluminium. In the case of Serdang Series soil. Al saturation was as high as 86%.

In an investigation on thermodynamic assessment of nutrient status of Malayan soils. it became important to study
the cation exchange complex of the soils. Although normal ammonium acetate extraction method at a buffered pHof 7.0
has commonly been used to study exchangeable cations in soils. this cannot be used to determire exchangeable aluminium
which is the main constituent of soil acidity (SCHOFIELD, 1949; COLEMAN et.al, 1959; YUAN, 1960, 1963: McLEAN
et.al. 1958. 1959, 1964: AYRES et.al 1965). MIDDLETON (1964) showed that the amount of aluminium extracted from
Malayan soils depended on the pH of the extracting solution. His method of determining exchangeable aluminium was
developed for determiration of aluminium only and was considered time-consuming. Further, the barium ion is a hyd-
rolysable ion which can form basic salts and was thus not preferred, A simpler method to determine exchangeable
potassium. calcium and magnesium as well as aluminium by a single extraction procedure was therefore considered

necessary.

EXPERIMENTAL

Normal ammonium chloride solution was used, This was preferred to acidified ammonium acetate solution as used
by Mc LEAN and workers (19358, 1959) as the smaller ionic size of Cl'compsred to that of CHyC00 is likely to facilitate
exchange of cations and also as the acetate ion is likely to form complexes with transitional group elements, such as
Fe and Al. A pH value of 4.0 was selected for the extracting solution. most Malayan soils for the present study have
pH range of 3.5to 4.5.

Preliminary studies on time of extraction showed early equilibriation with respect to potassium and magnesium
while for calcium and aluminium a minimum of 6 hours was necessary. For convenience, a period of 16 hours extract-
ion time was selected as there was no difference in extracting between 6 to 24 hours (Eigure 1) To determine
the number of equilibriations necessary for complete extraction of exchangealile cations another preliminary study on
successive extractions was carried out. Two equilibrium extractions were sufficient for potassium and magnesium. For
calcium and aluminium. extraction of exchangeable amounts appeared to be complete by four extractions, th“mm E
released by subsequent extraction were considered to be due to dissolution of ¢aleium and aluminium compounds (Figure

Based on these results. a procedure of four successive equilibrium extractions of 10g soil with 50 ml of NNH4C1
solution at pH 4,0 and 16 hours shaking was adopted.

The extracts were analyscd for potassium and calcium by flame emission, for mmlum&mmlmz?; ;:: .
for aluminium by " Aluminon" methc! (CHENERY, 1948). To overcome m.rlel‘::: . ;‘H' for Mrmi.lllﬂon of mag-
necessary to add 250 ppm of La** for potassium and caleium determinations ?hﬁ W“:“u._ preparing standard curves,
Desium. In addition. appropriate amounts of NH;Cl was incorporated in the solutions

to compensate presence of NH,Cl in the extracting solution.

dete both by steam-distillation
The residual soil was washed free of excess NH,Cl; and adsorbed mm:dum rhhtmm:w“:!
and CONWAY micro-diffusion (BREMNER and SHAW, 1955) for estimating cation-exchange
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TABLE 1 EXCHANGEABLE CATIONS DETERMINED USING AMMONIUM CHLORIDE AND AMMONIUM

ACETATE AS EXTRACTANTS
milli equivalents in 100 g soil

Soil pH(®) sm?cm NH, Cl Method NH40Ac Method ®)

K Ca Mg Al K Ca Mg
Serdang 3.8 36 0.09 0.6 008  5.08 0.10  0.12 0.08
Selangor 3.6 83 0.33 1.39 180 12,40 0.37  0.63 1.58
Kuantan 4.3 79 0.0 1.23 040 0.9 | 0.10 0.58 0.28
Malacca 4.0 34 0.09 1.00 013  1.40 0.09  0.26 0.07
Segamat 4.3 82 0.13 0.84 0.35  0.70 0.16  0.38 0.26
Batu Anam 3.8 85 0.17 1.20 0.33  3.10 0.12  0.45 0.24
Chemor 4.2 18 0.04 0,80 0.06 1.33 0.06 0.12 0.07
Ulu Tiram 4.2 27 0.06 078  0.07 1,60 0.06  0.16 0.07

(@) in10"2 M CacCl,

() MOHINDER SINGH and RATNASINGAM (1966)

TABLE 2 CATION-EXCHANGE CAPACITY AND PERCENTAGE ALUMINIUM SATURATION OF SOILS

Soil Beries C.E.C.(CONWAY) | C.E.C.(Distillation) | Sum of Exch.Cations®) | Percentage A1
me/100g me/100g me /100g Saturation ®)
Serdang 4.02 4.49 5.88 86
Selangor 13.84 12.40 15.92 78
Kuantan 3.15 3.90 2.62 34
Malacca 1.98 2.25 2.67 54
Segamat 3.28 3.88 2.02 35
Batu Anam 4.07 4.15 4.80 65
Chemor 1.81 2.03 2.23 60
Ulu Tiram 2.16 2.32 2.50 64

(a) Sum of Exch. cations = K + Ca + Mg + Al

(b) Percentage Aluminium Saturation = Al x 100
K+Ca+Mg+Al
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Discussion

Shao:

Singh:

Sim:

Singh:

Allbrook:

Singh:

Because of the dissolution of caleium compounds at
pH 4, it is expected that higher results would be
obtained by using NH4Cl extractant at this pH. This was in fact shown to be 80 in your Table 1, I

also feel that Conway's method of determination of C.E. C. would theoretically give lower value than
?CN?? distillation method and this was also clearly shown in your Table 2. With the lower value
o .E, bymﬂﬂ - bg:he Conway's method and the much higher values for exchangeable calcium
sew 4C1 (PH 4) extractant, it is not surprising that your C.E.C. values for Serdang and
langor soils are lower than the summation values of K, Ca, Mg and Al cations. 1 would suggest
that if you use the NHyAc method at pH 7 for your Ca determination, and use the NHyAc distillation
method for the C.E.C. determination, you would probably get better results for these two soils.

There are two C.E.C, values to be considered ~ one arising from the permanent charges and the

second from this source and from pH dependent charges. The C.E, C. we hope to measure by thi
method is that arising from the permanent charges. -~

The Ca arising from dissolution of the Caleium compounds can perhaps be treated in two ways.
(a) We can assume that a constant amount is dissolved at each equilibrium stage and correct for this.

(b) We can assume that the amount dissolved is unimportant in the early stages of equilibrium since

amount of exchangeable cations will be large and these will control the equilibrium between soil and
solution.

As we are measuring at the pH of the soil, we may only be simulating the dissolution effect that
already may exist between the calcium compounds and the soil solution, The importance of the
dissolution effect however needs to be critically examined in the procedure described here.

Do you regard aluminium as one of the transitional group elements ? I think it should not be considered
as such.

1 agree.

Have you considered the percolation method for extraction rather than the shaking method? Would
you get similar results ?

We did not use the percolation method because of practical considerations, The shaking method was
very simple. All we did was add the solution to the shaker and leave it until the next day. A time of

6 hours is sufficient for equilibrium to be reached. The percolation method will not give an equilibrium
value,

Amount extracted will depend on packing, rate of leaching, time of leaching, etc.
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MANURING OF RUBBER IN RELATION TO SOIL TYPE: 1. SOILS DERIVED FROM ACID IGNEOUS ROCKS -
RENGAM SERIES

by

M.M, Guha, H.Y. Chan and N.K. Soong
Rubber Research Institute of Malaya.

SUMMARY

Physical and chemical properties of Rengam series soil which covers a lar

ge proportion of the area under rubber
in Malaya are discussed. The relationship between responses to fertiliser application as observed in fertiliser trials
and the soil properties was used to determine fertiliser requirements for the 4 to 20 years' old trees on this soil series.
Based on the amounts of nutrients found required for the 99 sites of this soil series, nutrient composition of a fertiliser
mixture (or compound) that is specific to Rengam series soil is worked out.

However, when a soil series is not sufficiently homogeneous, fertiliser requirement for each homogeneous unit of
soil is to be separately determined by soil and leaf studies.

INTRODUCTION

Fertiliser application to rubber on almost all inland soils, excepting only the very sandy ones, is based on some
general trends of growth and yield response obtained in a number of fertiliser trials. In the absence of adequate know-
ledge on the soils, no differential manuring according to soil type has been possible in the past. However, considerably
more information on the different soils on which rubber is grown in Malaya is now available (GUHA AND YEOW, 1966),
An attempt to rationalise fertiliser usage according to soil type, therefore, appears desirable.

This paper deals with the fertiliser requirement for rubber on soils derived from acid igneous rocks. The most
common amongst the soils that belong to this group, is Rengam series (OWEN, 1951). Together with small areas of
other soils derived from similar parent materials, Rengam series soil is estimated to cover about 590,000 acres of
rubber or almost 20 per cent of the rubber growing area in Malaya (GUHA, 1968a).

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES
Distribution

Rengam series soil besides being probably the most widespread and well known series in Malaya is also the most
common soil series amongst t 1o latosols derived from acid-igneous parent material. It occurs in most parts of Malaya
and normally stretches over :bout one to a few thousand cares in area.

Terrain

It can occur under a wide range of terrain conditions, varying from gently undulating (3 to 8 percent slope), rolling
(8 to 16 percent slope) hilly (16 to 30 percent slope), to steep (30 to 65 percent slope) terrain.

Soil Profile

The description of a typical Rengam series soil profile may be given as follows:

Horizon Depth Description
rown (10YR 4/3) sandy loam; compound weak medium
Ah o5 marh‘:ociq and moderately strong medium to coarse
granules; friable.
ownish OYR 6/8) coarse sandy clay; moderate
Ao vl ::dlnm toy:l:::uambusuhr blocky; friable to firm,
" Reddish 7.5YR 6/8) coarse sandy clay (clay increasing
% 3 jo.8 with ,;,p;r}:l ::«er medium to coarse subangular blocky;
firm.
h red (5YR 5/8) fine
' Reddish yellow (5YR 6/8) to yellowis <
Cpy 37 to 48 " gravelly or coarse sandy clay; very weak, very coarse sub

3 angular blocky: loose and very friable.

in m ol c I

in morphological characteristics occurs within

Although the above description is considered usual, some variation e 6/8). yellowish red (SYR 5/8),

ownish yellow (1
the series. The colour of subsoil can vary from yellow (10TR 7/6), br
reddish yellow (YR 7/6) to red (2.5YR 4/6).



Figure 1 shows the textural composition, percentages of gravel, coarse sand, fine sand, silt and clay, for 71
nples of Rengam series soil collected from many rubber estates distributed throughout Malaya. Surface soil from
6" depth and sub-surface soil from 6 - 18" depth were analysed separately. Texture of subsoil is found mainly to
coarse sandy clay, although coarse sandy clay loam and clay frequently occurs, Sometimes, generally in the more
yey profiles, lateritic concretions may occur in the Bg horizon.

ainage

Rengam series soil is usually well drained, with
ly to steep terrain. Soil permeability is moderate,

CHEMICAL PROPERTIES

meadium runoff on undulating to rolling terrain and rapid runoff on
while internal soil drainage is rapid.

s from one hundred and twelve sites of Rengam series soil gpread over many estates dis-
ampled from two depths, 0 - 6" and 6 - 18" and analysed for pH, organic carbon,
ntrated acid extractable phosphorus, potassium, magnesium and manganese. The
potassium and magnesium were also analysed for both soil
SINGH AND RATNASINGAM (1966). The analytical

Composite soil sample
buted throughout Malaya were s
al nitrogen and contents of conce
railable' form of phosphorus and the exchangeable form of
vers. The methods of analysis used were given by MOHINDER

sults are graphically presented in Figure 2.

About 67% of the samples have a pH range of 4.4 t0 5.0 indicating an acid nature.
tained for both soil layers are 5.7 and 4.0 respectively.

The highest and lowest pH values

ed ranges between 0.78 and 1.18% for the 0 - 6"

Content of organic carbon in 67 percent of the samples analys
mainly between 0.46 - 0.72%.

ver of soil. The values in the subsoil layer of 6'' - 18" are very much lower being

ontent is higher in the top soil than the subsoil. About two-thirds of the

Like organic carbon, total nitrogen ¢
to 0,11%, while the same for the 6" - 18" layer

ymples from the 0 - 6" layer of soil show values ranging from 0.08
mnge from 0.05 to 0,07%.

Concentrated acid extractable phosphorus content in the top soil was between 92 and 180 ppm for two-thirds of
e samples, and between 64 and 144 ppm in the subsoil. The levels of available phosphorus content in soil mainly

unged between 4 and 17 ppm, and 1 and 7 ppm, for the two soil layers respectively.

Unlike organic carbon, total nitrogen and phosphorus, the concentrated acid extractable potassium and magnesium
 soil were similar in both the top and subsoil layers. Two-thirds of the samples show values ranging between 0.06
d 0,97 m.eq.% and between 0.17 and 1.10 m.eq.%. for the two nutrients respectively.

The exchangeable content of potassium for two-thirds of the samples varied between 0,02 and 0.11 m.eq.% for
th layers, while for exchangeable magnesium the values are between 0,02 and 0.16 m.eq.%.

NUTRIENT STATUS OF RUBBER LEAVES ON RENGAM SERIES SOIL

A total of two hundred and sixty-three leaf samples were collected from the Rengam series soil areas from which
il samples were collected and analysed. These were analysed for nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, caleium, mag-
ysium and maugenese contents, The results of these leaf analyses are graphically presented in Figure 3.

About two-thirds of the samples show nitrogen content between 3. 00 and 3.60%, while the highest and lowest
mmordad:;:a 4.2&3@ 2.;:0% respectively. A value of about 3.3% nitrogen in low shade leaves, and 3.2% in
aves are n as levels below which the trees are expected to res to 1
g gl pond to nitrogen application (RUBBER

Vo :'ur phosphorus, two-thirds of the leaf samples analysed show values between 0.18 and 0.26 percent. The optimum
or phosphorus in low shade and light leaves of Hevea are given as 0.21 and 0.19 percent respectively.

mm?mltuz anda::.gulum contents of leaves show that two-thirds of the samplcs have values between 0.86 and 1.41
R ltpottl.ll l‘m, .19 and 0.32 percent magnesium. Considering that a figure of 1.30% potassium in leaf is opti-
. , it would appear that most leaf samples from Rengam series soil area have below potimum level of potassium.

he magnesium status for which the optimum value is 0.22 percent, on the other hand, is comparatively better.

= :t;rs ctzlimlr: rmu:nm ti;d c:ﬁem cover a wide range, the values for two-thirds of the samples varying

- ot . ex ;::l ol to 208 ppm manganese. This is however expected, as these two nutrients

mu.ldhmmha mlmm hry ul:iti y aging of leaves (GUHA, 1968b). Viriation in age of leaves sampled. therefore.

e m'iderabm e variations in their concentration in leaves, However, since only values less than 0.4%

o ppmmu in recently matured leaves are considered as deficiency levels, such defi-
monly on Rengam series soil and general application of these two nutrierts are not recommended
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RESPONSES TO FERTILISER APPLICATION IN RELATION TO SOIL PROPERTIES

The characteristic distribution of the soil and leaf nutrient contents in samples collected from Rengam series

::.):,l a:::rol 1;?: T:mlll plantations. were given in Figures 2 and 3. The results obtained for samples collected
m P 0 experiments sited on this soil series were compared with the soil nutrient content for the
series as a whole (PUSHPARAJAH AND GUHA. 1968). Figure 4 shows this comparison

The two experiments on this soil type showed marked response to potassium the increase in yield due to potassium
being about 35% in Experiment C1. where nitrogen was applied as a basal dressing. and about 63% Iix Experlmnl:ocz in
the presence of nitrogen treatment. However, the content of potassium in both soil and leaf samples from the control
plots fall at the bottom of the main ranges for this soil type. Response to potassium. therefore. cannot be generally
predicted for this soil type, even though both experimants showed marked response to potassium. The same seems to
be true for magnesium where the content in both soil and leaf samples from the control plots fall at the bottom of the
main ranges and it would therefore be difficult to predict response to magnesium ‘or this soil type.

However, the soil and leaf nutrient levels from control plots in trials showed that response was obtained to appli-

cation of nitrogen with 0,10% N in soil. Comparison of these values with those of Figure 4 show that response to appli-
cation of N could be expected in at least half of the areas of Rengam series soil, ¥

As for phosphorus, response was ochserved in Experiment C1. but not in Experiment C2 probably because this area
had received sufficient phosphate application before the experiment was started. Although no inference can be drawn fron
the soil data. the leaf phosphorus content, being mostly below that of the control plot. indicates that response to appli-
cation of phosphorus is to be generally expected in this soil type.

In Experiment C1 where manganese was a treatment, it gave a 7% increase in yield,
RECOMMENDATIONS

The above relationship of soil and leaf nutrient data to fertiliser response in field experimants for different types
of soils were used to provide discriminatory fertiliser recommendations to estates. The soils of the estates were first
surveyed and mapped. Samples of soils and leaves were collected for analysis from representative areas. The analy-
tical data were then interpreted for assessing fertiliser requirements. taking into account the relevant details. like
age of trees, clonal characteristics. past ground cover management. past manuring of both covers and rubber trees.
yield and tapping system smployed, stand and other factors like disease incidence and wind damage susceptibilities. In
this wav. discriminatory fertiliser recommendationswere offered to estates for each field. Such specific recommenda-
tions were offered to 99 sites on Rengam series soil with trees between four to twenty years of age.

From *he recommendations made for these 99 sites, it is possible to calculate the amounts. in oz per tree. of
the major plant nutrients that were required by the trees on each site. The mean amounts (X) required by the trees for
each nutrient element was then obtained for the soil type as a whole together with the 957% confidence limits for the mean
x (Table 1).

As can be seen in Table 1 the mean amounts of N, Py05. Ko0 and Mg0 found required by rubber trees on Rengam
series soil were 4,36, 4.23, 6,33 and 2.84 oz per tree respectively.

Recent manuring trials have shown that the amounts of phosphorus can be reduced if the area concerned had pre-
viously received snﬂl’:lent rock phosphate application during immaturity (PUSHPARAJAH. 1966 and 1968), Further
the above recommendations for magnesium were based on slowly available magnesium from ground magnesium lime-
stone. If magnesium is supplied in the goluble form such as Kieserite, the amount of magnesium applied should be
reduced. Based on such consideration, it is considered that the amounts of the four nutrients that should be supplied

on an average Rengam series soil are:-

4,250z N, 3.000z2 Paos, 6.33 oz Kzﬂmd 1,42 oz Mg0 (using Kieserite)

OR 2.78 Ib/tree per annum of a mixture of 45,3 parts ammonium sulphate. 18,7 parts rock pho:pha;; :31;:
= parts potassium shloride and 12,4 parts of magnesium sulphate giving 9.5 N: 6.7 Py05:14.2 Kp0:3.2 Mz0.

CONCLUSIONS

ption of fertiliser formalation which is specific to a soil series. Nutrient

composition of a fertiliser mixture (or compound) that is specific to a soil series ca:; tﬁpﬁ:;z:dér&tgmm:u::;m
series in question is sufficiently homogeneous and large for the purpose. Where 8003 £

type garde i ovement over
characteristics are known. such recommendations APISEN 19 o » l': la:i:l.tya cgin:ll:;::a:::a :Lprmh:r commonly
the present practice of using general fertiliser schedule irrespective of ::d vaﬂr‘e resul'ts ieinaibitom Gues sofl srihe
occurring soil on which rubber is grown in Malaya have also been collected.

would form the basis of papers that would follow.
ogeneous fertiliser requirement for each homogeneous unit of soil is

The above considerations permit prescri

Where a soil series is not sufficiently hom
to be separately determined by soil and leaf studies.
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size distribution (71 samples)
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FIGURE 2.

CHEMICAL ANALYSES OF RENGAM SERIES SOIL

(NUMBER OF SAMPLES: 112)
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NUTRIENT COMPOSITION OF RUBBER LEAVES ON
( NUMBER OF SAMPLES: 263)

FIGURE 3.

Leaf nutrient content (263 somples)
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e ?rlas::lau“o" OF SOIL AND LEAF NUTRIENT CONTENTS FOR RENGAM SERIES SOIL
LATION TO THE CONTENTS IN THE CONTROL PLOTS OF THE EXPERIMENTS
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TABLE 1 AMOUNTS OF NUTRIENTS RECOMMENDED
Amounts (in ozs per tree)
N P,05 K,0 Mg0
n 99 99 99 99
x 4.36 4.23 6.33 2.84
s 1.67 2.30 - 4.5¢ 2.96
c.v. 38.4% 56.6% 71.8% 104.0%
95% confidence limits
o 4,02 to 3.75 to 5.42 to 2.25 to
the mean x 4.69 4.7 7.23 3.43

number of samples

x o mean
8 =  standard deviation
c.v. = coefficient of variance
Discussion
Law: Soil mapping in the field is such that the criteria and definition of the series is narrow enough not to bring

l.ntooeatruﬂuchrwhrhtlm Variation in parent rock will reflect diff
. t ‘erences in the soils as the
series definition is based on lim.nl.l‘m of parent materials.
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On igneous rocks then e, g. acid granites will give rise to the Tampin series while on the normal granite
the Rengam series will be found. But even then a fine grained granite will form a fine textured Rengam

(phase). On shale, because of varinbility in composition the definition and characterisation of the soils
are a more difficult problem.

1 think probably the Rengam series is in area the largest in Malaya, at least the most important one for
the rubber cultivation. This is the reason why this one was studied first,

1 appreciate the amount of data on soil chemical and physical properties and leaf analyses obtained but
there appears to be rather a lack of agronomie data available for the fertiliser recommendation you have

provided, Did the two experimants take place from the time of planting right up to the present timz when
yields were obtained?

The experiments are actually carried out on budded material when it came into tapping. Superimposed on

previous fertiliser applications, which are known. the new fertiliser treatment was given after tapping
started,

But you still have not got comparable agronomic data with your leave and soil analyses.

No, leave analysis is a different kettle of fish, We have been carrying out a 60 experiments. In all these
experiments on different types of soil we scale the leaf analyses. We find out at what level in the leaf we
do not get responses to fertiliser and use that critical level in interpreting the leaf analyses.

Has any single factor or multiple factor correlation been attempted between soil composition and yield ?

Multivariant correlation was attempted previously with some crude results using one year's yield. but

without success. The data now obtained gives yield results for 5 years. When enough results are ob-
tained such correlation will be tried again.

Do the recommaendations relate to maximum yield or to maximum profit or return per dollar invested?

Maximum yield.

Have the recommendations been retested by using 50% more fertilisers?

Not yet.

With rice. some countries have shown that N. P and K resources in the soil vary with texture. soil type
and parent material. Largest variations in response to N and P are between soil types within parent
materials. and to K between soil textures within soil types. Is that so in rubber?

Texture plays an important part but not only as far as K is concerned but also N. In fact the previous crude
fertiliser recommendations for rubber in Malaya was based mainly on texture.

Have any deficiencies of S. Cu. B. Zn etc. been found in rubber as is the case with rice in some soils ?

. localised
erned in general it is not necessary to apply Ca or trace elements. In

- lari:smn:'b:rx:;:w' B rnrgaimtme is adequate in most soils. even may reach toxic levels in some
:ﬁ:::al solal; $ is normally already given in the form of ammonium sulphate. but not as a trace element,
7n does not come in a general fertiliser recommendation at all.

nerally not detected in the field, In the glasshouse it is demonstrated
— ehmu[fdi:;{;: i:::::tsu:ﬁmgiwn the trees will suffer. S has in the past been given as ammonium
Mtpha“uw:: v at present nitrogen is now given in the form of ammonium nitrate (this being manufactured in
i{uim.a) m: mp::;om we are watching very carefully whether signs of 8 - deficiency will occur in the field.

Have the authors investigated the possibility of toxicity of aluminium which might cause the shortage of
phosphgrus ?

ia. Response to phosphorus application
has not been detected for rubber in West Malays

::lm:d,_;:::a:y“‘ during immaturity and in mature trees which_ have ;ut h:e:;eﬂ p,dug;a:: :::;T:;“
during the immature period. Thus. aluminium toxicity does not appear ected

phosphorus application in these experiments.

threshold values for the nutrients in the
analy lues within the 67% limits be taken as o
:ﬁl:em:?‘ if nut.’::: would it not be better to uubi;h and nﬁ:hlu acm:l Mtl values for
soil series so that prediction of nutrient responses can made more

: 1s. based not only on
not shown in the paper. These leve
The critical levels :u ﬁ:ﬁhﬂ “m:’; experimonts on all soils. !::mu 60 ?”mre were published
" i great ividual .
o ne ey At Roport an are usedfo Inerpreaicn o reufs (55



Nitrogen response was in fact observed in one experiment but this was complicated by interaction with
potassium which fell much below the critical level and effected the growth and yield, The interaction
was not discussed here just for brevity. Agronomic results can be fully discussed only in a separate

paper.

Comment. As has been shown by this paper. practical assessment of soil and improvement of yield can
be obtained only by marrying soil survey and classification, soil chemistry and agronomic studies. It
seems vital to me that the work on these related subjects should always be intergrated as closely as
possible, Such intergration has been possible in R.R.1. mainly because the work on all the allied sub-
jects are carried out virtually under one roof.




THE SOIL DAMAGE FACTOR IN PRESENT DAY LOGGING IN SABAH
by

J. E. D, Fax
Ecologist, Forest Department, Sabah.

Introduction

Logging changes the physical landscape and on the level of the small site ex

; ploitation ecotypes are formed. Wh
logglr:ig is light the Dipterocarp forest can regenerate itself readily. When top soil is moved and exposed layers Wmfre
pacted as on tractor paths little of any value can grow (Figure 7). In between the extremes a range of vegetation speetra

is created. The soil being subjected to a more changeable environment it in its
b - turn affects the rates of growth and the

The soil damage factor is believed to be of considerable importance in

present day logging in Sabah especially with
the widespread use in recent years of heavy machinery (Figure 4). Some attempts will be made to describe the eﬁicts
of logging on the soll with particular reference to the growth of the following crop and some recent data on the extent of
soil damage in logging operations will be discussed,

Other forms of damage appear to be more important in the peat swamp forests (Brunig, 1964; Anderson, 1964)
where climatic factors are more significant in regeneration than is exploitation. Techniques developed to assess such
damage may be of some relevance to the Lowland Dipterocarp Forest. It is elementary that if a Sabah soil is to be deve-
loped agriculturally the timber must first be removed - indeed the capital value of the timber usually provides both a

development incentive and capital for dovelopment. Managers must take into account the effect of heavy machinery on
the soil.

Natural Regeneration

Dipterocarp forest in Sabah is characterised by the presence of shade tolerant seedlings on the forest floor. These
seedlings may persist in dense shade retaining a potential for rapid growth when light conditions are favourable. Exploi-
tation provides these favourable conditions and seedlings will grow rapidly following logging. This phenomenon forms the
rationale of the system of silviculture - the "Malayan Uniform System' used in W, Malaysia and Malaysian Borneo to re-
generate the forest. Poison-girdling of non-commercial species and of relict Dipterocarp trees is used to augment the
light quantity and to refine the stock.

if for some reason the seedlings either do not exist in a particular place or are destroyed during the period of
establishment of the new crop & problem arises. This problem is intensified by the lack of seed bearers of the desirable
species - they will have been cut out if of merchantable size, poisoned if over mature or defective and are in small quan-
tities and not usually of seed bearing ability in the size classes below the merchantable limit.

In normal commercial lowland Dipterocarp forest there is rarely a shortage of seedlings - some very moist forests
may be patchy and some forests on undulating ground may have bamboo thickets where seedlings are scarce. The main
source of concern is the process of logging, particularly in so far as logging alters the soll surface.

Falling and Yarding of Timber

When a large tree falls the seedlings which are in the path of the log are gmashed - either bent, broken off or up-
rooted. The fallen crowns obscure patches of the forest floor and, especially in wet weather, the foliage may smother
seedlings and promote mildews. There ls a fair indication that destruction by the log is not o! much significance (Wyatt
Smith and Foenander, 1962) - bent or broken seedlings grow again, either with a bend near the ground which probably
affects the timber very little or they may produce a viable coppice shoot (Strugnell, 1947) which will grow into a tree.
Tree marking, however, is not practised and the fallers have complete freedom over the direction and method of fall
(Nicholson 1958(b)). These forms of damage are relatively insignificant compared to that incurred in moving logs.

orest from its unloading point on a
When the unmmmawammwmmmmmmr

roadside ﬂm:osmkwmhhumumwhmdmm. Ou_mlmnlhitwmnutbenacuurytomthahm
and the wlﬁtdmumﬂummﬂcwﬁaoﬂy;wloﬂdw. Enx;nﬂ:wl:tisc:g:%mem?-
ively eliminate regeneration in the skid mlrkudtompdtuedlinslinm tractor paths. ;m:t o,,l,m i
lating ground compaction and more frequent blade work res ly render even the minor tracks topsoil and
consequently of the seedlings and of their roots. The major tractor paths are either compacted so much that very little
will grow on them again or effectively lose their topsoil and thus their capacity for carrying useful regeneration.

= . These are grouping areas for
mnmmwmnh!ycowmw g
mm‘:“":z:d";":::’ A rhyrdl“]m.;_mww.lw&ddmmﬂbyhemmachines

resulting in more effective soil change than the major tractor paths (see Figs. 2-3).
only contact m-m.ﬁu.ﬂhbﬂ'ﬂﬂ“h& Principal radii from a spar tree

dragged along them - particularly so when hidden ground is involved. Generally
n;mmm-mw stays at the road head.

With high lead yarding the
setting may have a number of butt ends
the soil damage is less restricted and less in intens
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Fig. 2 A large landing and associated tractor workings .
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Extent of Tractor Path Damage

The standard method of assessing regeneration is to run a narrow line across the area at intervals. Seedlings are
then counted in quadrats, each of which is 0,001 of an acre in size. Full stocking by this method is thus 1,000 per acre.
In 1966 an area of 108.9 acres of recently cut forest in Segaliud-Lokan F.R. was assessed for the presence of tractor
damage in this way. A 2 percent sample gave 860 out of a total of 2,060 sampled quadrats with tractor damage or 41.7
percent. A survey of tractor paths (se¢ Figure 1) gave 29,9 acres, or 27.4% of the area, with tractor paths.

Nine years earlier when smaller equipment was being used and the felling limit was higher Nicholson (1958(a))
reported tractor damage of 14 percent in the same forest. Nicholson's value was higher than a subsequent assessment
in Malaya (Wyatt-Smith and Foenander, 1962) where 9 percent of the area sampled was damaged by extraction routes.
The latter study gave total area damaged as 39 percent, the remainder being 28 percent due to fallen crowns, and 2
percent due to fallen boles. Table I summarises the results of another study (RP.135) in the Segaliud-Lokan F.R.

Table | Summary of Seedling Stocking and Damage RP. 135
% Stocked with Seedlings % quadrats after logging
Sample
Before logging | After logging | Tractor path | Other empty

1 67 18 49 26
2 56 24 38 26
3 14 24 60 17
4 85 23 36 41
5 49 20 39 44
6 56 23 33 44
4 85 19 58 25
8 8 20 49 29
9 59 34 17 43
10 81 18 53 26

In this example there were 600 stocked quadrats (60%) prior to logging and of the plots unstocked following logging
well over half had tractor movement and approximately 43% of the sampled quadrats were damaged by machinery.
A proportion of the cases of tractor damage obviously fall on quadrats originally unstocked - nevertheless considerable
reduction in stocking is due to tractor paths. A more extensive survey of the entire area cut over in 1967 in the Segaliud-
Lokan F.R. showed that the average stocking following logging was 30.8% and of the unstocked cuadrats 35% fell on tractor
paths. This survey consisted of 36 separate reports in 26 of which the percentage stocking following logging was lower
than the percentage damaged which for three quarters of the reports was between 21 and 50 percent of the sampled areas.

The examples given above were on areas subjected to normal commercial operations using tractor yarding. High
lead yarding, though visually apalling and sometimes described as eliminating Dipterocarp forest (Egerton, 1953 re. N
Mindanao in the Philippines), results in a smaller loss of seedlings (Nicholson, 1963). Perhaps the most common pre=
requisite to cultivation in Sabah today is a two stage exploitation. Initially large commercial trees are removed for ex-
port by major licencees. Subsequently on alienation the remaining trees are removed by smaller contractors. This
means that heavy machinery enters the area on two occasions - this is most undesirable if forest regeneration is required,
especially if a considerable time lapse ensues between the visits as the seedlings will have commenced rapid growth and
will be vulnerable to damage. An assessment of a re-logging operation (RP.233) in 1967 showed that tractor damage
increased by 13% even though the routes largely followed the first logging. Seedling stocking was reduced by 15%.

A recent survey of tractor paths etc. by the Soils Section of the Agriculture Departm--t (Report No.67/3 - D. W.
McCredie) gave a value of only 3% or so for damaged soil by area survey. The area concerned is near a river and has
been tractor logged - several almost parallel main tractor paths of a mile or so are recorded. The details of the method
of sampling and the characterisation of what is disturbed may well differ for agronomists, however the figure of three
percent i8 surprisingly low.

It is important to minimise the number of tracks made in removing timber, whether the land is to be regenerated
with forest or to be planted With an agricultural crop. Much of the extent of damage in any one unit depends on the indi-
vidual bulldozer driver. In wet weather more tracks tend to be made as a track in use quickly develops a muddy surface
which is hard going. Most drivers are paid on production or receive productivity bonuses and aim naturally, at moving
the maximum number of logs possible. At the limits of the extraction net work this often implies that a dozer will move
in to each log rather than spend time on winching in. Similarly the emphasis on efficiency has resulted in recent years
in the use of ever more powerful - and weighty - machines which cause considerably more disturbance than the less

powerful ones. A recent development of some promise has been the pi by Messrs.
River Estator at s iy pioneering of a wheeled skidding machine by Ale

tion) .!:ohohm (1965) has said that the most pressing need is to curtail logging damage (in securing maximum regenera=

=g logging agreements now carry clauses specifying heavy penalties for avoidable damage to seedlings or poles.
orms of damage are difficult to assess and since agricultural development is not concerned the more logical

approach would seem to be to aim at specifying the density of tractor paths. Blocks of land to be developed as plantation

ammmmelphnduperﬂlm which takes into ace uture r
ount
. fi oad needs and the W‘l"l“ topogr "phj
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A further effect of tractor yarding is the blockage of natural drainage channels (Figure 6). This is particularly
important in low-lying moist areas, Tractor paths may cross a minor water course, effected by filling it in at the point
of traverse, Water then builds up behind the dam and forms a pond covering a much larger area of land than the original
water course. All woody vegetation is killed, sometimes over several acres, and no seedling regeneration is left on

such an area even if it subsequently dries out.

s Foll

The average annual litter production for forest in the equatorial zone is about 11 tons per hectore compared with
5.5 for warm temperate and 3.5 for cool temperate forests (Bray and Gorham, 1964). Fresh surface litter is seen in
Figure 5. Most rain forest soils however are characterised by a low content of plant nutrients (Richards, 1952). When
the jungle is felled the cycle of organic matter is broken (Coulter, 1950) and exposure to the sun and higher temperatures
accelerate axidation. Ovington (1962) reported numerous instances of change in the chemical and physical properties of
woodland soils, mainly concerned with the uptake of nutrients as varying between species on similar soils or the same
species on differing soils. The upset to the virgin - more or less stable - environment of Dipterocarp forest is of sudden
change and extensive loss due to extraction.

Soil physical characters in the tropics generally have more effect on the type of forest than do variations in most of
the chemical properties (Richards 1952). The effect of compaction and loss of topsoil (plus litter), besides the physical
removal of such seedlings as were present originally, is the creation of conditions which are unfavourable to any new
Dipterocarp seedling establishment even if seed trees are available to produce fruit. Dipterocarp fruit is produced
frregularly but when it does fall on a bare exposed area a large proportion is eaten by rodents. That which germinates
is dessicated by the hot sun or develops fungal infection causing the death of the root and shoot tips. If the seedling can
withstand these the radicale finds difficulty in penetrating the surface layer which is easily baked in dry weather and
often has standing surface water in wet weather. On areas where fertility is still present climbers such as Mezoneuron
sumatrana and Merremia borneensis may become established, On wet areas sedges and Melastoma spp. shrubs can grow,
and on the margins of tractor paths the nomadic belukars may germinate (seed from bat droppings) and form rapidly
growing stands e.g. Macaranga spp., Anthocephalus cadamba and Pterospermum stapfianum. These tend to colonize the
odpsdhndlmandpathsandwherethemabamﬂtheircrommllmeotmrthedumrhodwﬂ.

The extreme of complete topsoil loss may never regain normal fertility, without assistance from man, and can only
support low stature colonizing species of no economic value (Mitchell 1959). Coulter (1950) mentions a general rule that
soils of secondary plant associations are more or less impoverished especially so in relation to organic matter. However,
nitrogen values and crumb structure are better indicators than organic matter of the relative stability of forest. He
(Coulter) found nitrogen to be higher and the crumb structure better in virgin forest than in plantations and higher in plan-
tations than in belukar and lalang (Imperata). Litter production from belukar is high, often as high as virgin forest but
ash content is low for such pioneer species (Bray and Gorham, 1964).

On narrow tractor paths, and other damaged areas, which can receive litter and shade from edge effects preliminary
observations show that the soil structure may improve with time. Earthworms appear to be present in fair numbers un-
der stands of Macaranga gigantifolia for example. While this improvement may be adequate to support cycles of shifting
cultivation, for commercial forest regeneration the problem of absence of seedlings remains and will only be alleviated
by a slow process of successional change involving seeding in the from outside and the maturation and death of belukar
species. Improvement may be speeded up for agricultural tree crops by fertilising, soil working and cover crops to
obtain shade for the soil as rapidly as possible, It may be postulated that a higher proportion of planting sites falling
on tractor damaged soil may increase costs of establishment.

Grubbing effects of trees have been described by Holland (1967). He postulated that at the sites of old trees there
was a shortage of nitrifying bacteria. This kind of hidden effect can only be allowed for in carefully controlled trials
which would involve considerable assessment prior to plantation establishment.

Where high stands of commercial timber are to be removed some logging damage to the soil is unavoidable and must
be accepted by management, Ideally the planning of exploitation should precede its execution to account for subsequent
access requirements on alienated or alienable land.

For forest regeneration the principal requirements would seem to be:

1. Minimise the width of the track.

2, Avoid excessive wet weather yarding.

3. Make use of winching in to avoid crawling over small hills.
4, Re-open any blocked drainage routes as soon as possib’s.
5. Restrict the radius of landings.

In yield calculations for future production areas damaged will contribute less commercial timber than areas not damaged.
Therefore such areas need to be quantified for management units and their relative productivity should be known. The
forest can tolerate a fairly high percentage of land surface scraped bare (Nicholson, 1965) provided it is scattered in
narrow strips running betweean otherwise productive forest. Roads peruse are essential and unavoidable losses of produc-
tive area whether for agricultural estates or forests. Provided the crowns of trees cover these little space is lost, if the

roads need sun to dry out more is lost. With forest the original pattern of roads must suffice since very few access
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journeys and none using machinery, are likely during the crop rotation. With plantations it may be necessary to re-make
roads especially where the land was pre-logged prior to planning though the tendency is for acceptance of original tractor
paths (cf. Ag. Dept. Rep. No.67/3 - D, W. McCredie).

Fields of Investigation

The preceding remarks suggest that there are several lines of investigation which could be considered. From the
Soil Scientist's interest the subjects may be grouped as physical and chemical effects. The forester is concerned with
species which may be fostered and the agronomist with techniques to avoid damaged soil or to ameliorate it. Admini-
strators and planners must concentrate on efforts to minimise the soil damage factor.

Brunig (1964) has used aerial photographs on a time scale to measure the incidence of lightning damage. This
approach may be useful in assessing the future yield of large blocks of forest provided realistic yield data from ground

plots can be incorporated. :

A biological problem of some interest arises on consideration of the demands on the soil. The climax vegetation
is a high forest of large trees with several canopies. Agricultural crops, even the tree crops, are essentially simpler
in structure and are likely to have a lower overall amount of nutrients as organic matter standing above ground. Simi-
larly the regeneration phase, especially the first few years, often dominated by belukar and climbers may be seen as
"recovering" towards the original state. Demands on the soil would appear to be greater under both conditions - the
original vegetation was more or less stable and in equilibrium. The problem then is this : if the belukar species to have
large demands on the soil how do they manage when they grow more abundantly on disturbed soil? If factors could be
isolated to deal with this there is then the question of a dividing line between successful belukar and the sedge/Melastoma
exploitation ecotype.

Effects of logging on the soil's physical structure may vary with soil type. It is likely that any physical changes
wrought by logging will change with time but that with a certain maximum change little progress is made (cf. Mitchell,
1959).

A range of physical changes similar to the vegetation changes may be found., Would this then necessitate sub-
divisions of soil types?

The nutritional status of the soil which is there - whether exposed subsoil, original soil with surface compacted
or removed, or semi-virgin soil - and supporting obviously different regeneration types could usefully be examined.
In all these examples, where dynamic change is at least a possibility, ideally, studies should begin prior to exploitation
and continue for some yeare .,

Since it is inevital le that large bare areas will be found in most logged areas it is necessary to consider experi-
ments to find the best reans of restoring them to forest production (Nicholson, 1965). The most logical approach is to
use species for which ¢ ready seed supply is available and which are hardy. Dipterocarps satisfy neither condition but
nevertheless some trials are being made using wildings. It would be of interest to foresters if fertiliser studies relating
to agricultural tree species on damaged soils were available.

A more strictly forestry problem is to consider the sizes of gaps, widths of tractor paths etc. which can be expectec
to shade over naturally. Certain maximum sizes could then be determined to advise management. A similar problem
for the agrc.omist is the desirable density and layout of estate roads for different crops.

Other related fields which have not been touched on include the effect of logging on erosion, run off and catchment

effects generally and the general problem of what precisely is removed in the way of nutrients when the big trees are
felled and taken away.
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Discussion

Clarke:

Fox:

Murthy:

Fox:

Andriesse:

Mukerjee:

Ng:

Mal. For. Vol, XI p,37-41.

Is there any control of extraction methods by the Forest Department? For example, is a logging
extraction plan submitted for approval before exploitation commences ?

There I8 no requirement imposed on a concessionnaire to submit a plan of extraction methods. Each
licencee 15 issued coupe following submission to the Department of a technically sound map showing the
area to be worked, Provision exists in the Agreements relating to the avoidance of damage to forest
growth and stating the contractors liability for compensation in respect of damage to forest growth.

What was the time lapse between the date of exploitation and the recording of observations ?

In discussing the extent of tractor damage I referred to six studies made by the Forest Department.
The time hpawithﬂnuwbdlromthmommmamym. 1 believe the area reported by
MeCredie was logged several years prior to his survey and the survey was based on aerial photography .

Comment. It has been noted that in the Land Development Schemes in Sarawak on which clearing and
terracing was done by bulldozers. The rubber was doing invariably worse than in the schemes where
manual labour was employed for this work. This is quite possibly mainly due to removal of topsoil
and destruction of structure.

Comment. When forest is cleared by bulldozers to make bunded plots for resettling farmers from
inundated land in irrigation dam sites, the subsoil which is exposed appears to be very bad, But
heavy applications of super-phosphate and green-manuring with erotolaria juncea improved the soil
in three seasons.

Comment, To follow Andriesse's statement, our experience in West Malaysia has been variable, as
far as the damage from logging or mechanical clearing is concerned. In all the F.L.D.A. Schemes
logglngmeeedlthembhrwdlpalmculﬂvnﬂmuﬂinmoﬂtdthen schemes the soils are good in
terms of depth. The clearing is done not by mechanical means but by hand. This system has been
peﬂeetedandwuti:ﬂﬂntlﬁtled-magahdonetothasoﬂmdtheeropamdoingwen. But on the
coastal soils, e.g. the marine clays where oil palm is planted after mechanical clearing the estates
have found that quite a degree of compaction takes place in the surface soil, resulting in poor drainage
when the oil palm is planted. ‘nuslsaprd:lembuttheoﬂpalmgm over that in a year or so, but

it does set back the growing of oil palm initially.

Logging hanised in West Malaysia and the intensity of major extraction routes for heavy
rwtornl; l;’:s m:ceordingly. the problem appears to be less severe than in Sabah. With regard to
:he damage to s;edlinss, it may be expected that with more intensive silvicultural practices, particularly

the il forests o attain higher yields, enrichment planting would R 00 St W DTN
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A THERMODYNAMIC ASSESSMENT OF THE NUTRIENT STATUS OF MALAYAN SOILS:
QUANTITY-INTENSITY MEASUREMENTS FOR POTASSIUM USING
CALCIUM CHLORIDE EQUILIBRIATION

by

M. Mohinder Singh, K. T. Tan, E. Pushparajah and O. Talibudeen*
(Rubber Research Institute of Malaya)

SUMMARY

Quantity /Intensity (Q/1) relationships for potassium status of soils were determired in nine acid soils of Malaya
which are known to have widely differing K-status and on which rubber is commonly grown, by the calcium chloride
equilibriation procedure of BECKETT. Quantity, Intensity and Buffer Capacity values derived from these Q/I rela-
tionships did not give better relation with the status of soil, as indicated by greenhouse cropping by Pueraria, than
the conventional acid-extractable value. The best assessment parameter appeared to be a Buffer Capacity value
(B.C. cropping), obtained from greenhouse cropping data and the laboratory measured intensity, although intensity
when taken alone is the poorest indicator of soil K status as assessed by greenhouse cropping by Pueraria.

INTRODUCTION

Methods of assessing nutrient availability in soils for uptake by plants are generally based on extraction procedures
mostly using acids of dif 'rent strengths or salt solutions, These methods, calibrated by laborious field trials, have met
with some success. Since SCHOFIELD (1947) introduced his Ratio Law applicable to the equilibrium between the ex-
changeable cations and those in the soil solution, attempts have been made to place nutrient assessment in soils on a
thermodynamic basis. SCHOFIELD's Ratio Law states that "when cations in solution are in equilibrium with a larger
number of exchangeable cations, a change in the activity of the solution will not disturb the equilibrium if the activities
of all monovalent ions are changed in one ratio, those of all the divalent ions in the square of that ratio and those of
all trivalent lons in the cube of that ratio”. This Law holds as long as the outside solution concentration is low enough
for a diffuse double layer to form. K and Ca, for example, will therefore be in a fixed ratio on the soil for a given
K/¥/Ta activity ratio in solution. This activity ratio is called the Intensity (I) of the soil potassium and is a measure
of the strength with which an ion is attached to the electro-chemical system of the soil. The concept of intensity led
to the concepts of Quantity (Q) and Buffer-Capacity (B.C.). Quantity is the amount of the ion w‘vhrch is present at a
definite potential or held at a definite strength in the soil at a particular time. The relationship between the quantity
and intensity is termed the Q/1 relationship for a nutrient on in a soil and is therefore an inherent property of the
so0il which shows the variation of the quantity of the nutrient held at a particular strength, as well as in the strength
itself with which the mitrient is held. Buffer Capacity is the rate of change of quantity with intensity (dQ/dI) and is
a measure of the capacity of the soil to maintain the intensity against depletion.

measuring the thermodynamic parameters of Q, I and B. C. have been proposed using notations
as Iri?::::-:l::h ;d. e'ncc‘hlm (WO(S)DRU FF. 1955). the expression pK - 4p(Ca + Mg) (TAYLOR, 1958; MOSS and HODNETT
1963) and cation activity ratios KA/(Ca+Mg) (MATTHEWS and BECKETT, 1964a). Attempts have been made to relate these
laboratory measurements to greenhouse cropping or field responses to manuring (WOODRUFF, 19565; ARNOLD, 1962;
TINKER, 1964; MOSS and COULTER, 1964; MCCONAGHY and SMILLIE, 1965; ACQUAYE et. al., 1967). Nenr!y
all of these measurements have however been with soils whose exchange complex is dominantly saturated wiu% h(ia jons.
Since Mg bel-ves similar to Ca in ion-exchange. Ca and Mg are often considered together for convenience. inten-
sity index for potassium has therefore been expressed with reference to the Ca and Mg lcm_s nnd_expresaion; as
KA/{CaMg) and RT In K//{Ca+Mg) have been widely used. TINKER (1964) showed that with acid -;;us of igel;;l. :m
index such as K//(Ca+Mg) based on calcium and magnesium only. was not related to Potallluz y;: re.!?/,?“(_:a:i
palm in field experiments and suggested that an activity ratio including aluminium ions also, of the type /l(mmﬂg)n
+ P3/AT }, P being an arbitrary constant. is more appropriate. The purpose of this work izuﬁt;e:‘ammﬂn \: rQ
relati omhi;s using the activity ratio K//{Ca+Mg) were applicable to the rubber -growing acid s aya.

EXPERIMENTAL

Materials

" 3 of or adjacent to, current manurial trials, air-dried
from 0-6" depth in unmanured plots . %
and :ier\:; ‘:i:- 2‘::) mtcnl analysis, pH, exchangeable cations and "total" (concentrated acid-extractable) ca

tions are given in Table 1.

* Rothamsted Experiment Station. Harpenden, Herts, England.
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Methods

10 g samples were brought to a moisture content of 50% of soil and left overnight. 25 ml of .012M CaCly solu-
tions containing varying amounts of potassium from 0 to 3 m. moles /litre. were added to the samples and shuken for
24 hours. After centrifuging at 9000 rpm for 30 minutes (in a refrigerated centrifuge). the supernatant solution was
filtered and analysed for potassium, calcium and magnesium on a Unicam SP900A atomic absorption/emission flame
spectrophotometer. potassium and caleium being determined by flame emission and magnesium by atomic absorption
methods, The amount of soil potassium adsorbed ( a K positive) or desorped ( aK negative) by the equilibriation was
plotted against the intensity (1) given by KA/{Ca+*Mg). where K. Ca and Mg are concentrations in the equilibrium solu-
tion. Concentrations are used instead of "activities" as the solutions are considered dilute enough to permit this app-

roximation,

1. the "true" intensity of K in the soil was obtained {rom the no potassium exchange position ( aK = 0) of the Q/1
curve: Qp. the quantity in equilibrium with this intensity was ohtained by interpolation of the linear part of the Q/]
curve. "B,C. (lahoratory)" was determined as the slope of the linear portion ol the Q/1 curve.

Exchangeable cations were determined on a NI[;Cl extract (MOIINDER SINGII and RATNASINGAM. 1968). Pota-
ssium. caleium and magnesium were determined by atomic ahsorption/emission spectrophotometry. and Al by the
“aluminon” method (CHENERY. 1948).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Q/1 curves are given in Figure 1. The shapes of the curves are similar to those reported hy BECKETT (1964a)
although the exchange complex _f these soils is not dominantly saturated with Ca ions. Exchangeable Ca plus My of
these soils are helow 30% of the cation-exchange capacity for Rengam. Serdang and Selangor Series soils. 32 to 38%
for Batu Anam. Ulu Tiram and Chemor. 43% for Malacca and above 50%. only for Segamat (58%) and Kuantan (62%)
Series soils. The concentration of caleium in the equilibrium solution was hetween 0. 63 x lO‘ZM (Selangor soil) to
0.93 x 10"2& (Chemor) while Ca plus Mg. which are normally considered together hecause of their similar exchange
hehaviour. was hetween 0,81 x lO'EM (Selangor) to 0. 94 x 10‘2M (Chemor). These [igures represent a nett increase
of 0.36 and 1.14 me/100g in the initial exchangeable Ca + My contents of the Chemor and Selangor soils respectively
due to adsorption of calcium and desorption of magnesium from the equilibriating solutions. The initial exchangeable
Ca + Mg status of the 9 soils studied were increased by 35 to 40% in the case of Selangor and Batu Anam soils. 40 to
50% with Kuantan. Malacca and Chemor. 60-70% with Ulu Tiram and Segamat. and 85-90% with Serdang and Rengam.
that is. appreciable and variable quantities of calcium was adsorbed by soils from the equilibriating solutions. For
comparison. the "Lower Greensand" soil used hy BECKETT (1964a) in his Q/1 studies, had 6,88 me/100g exchange-
able caleium and 0. 70 me/100g exchangeahle magnesium, which together accounted for 93% of the exchange capacity.
With 0.02M calcium chloride equilibriating solution, the equilibrium solution had a Ca + Mg concentration of 0.0194
M. This represents a nett change (increase) of only 16% in the initial Ca + Mg status of the soil.

Q, values for all the nine soils (see Table 2) are lower than conventionally measured exchangeable K values.
This is in line with BECKETT's information (BECKETT, 1964h) that the exchangeable K may be considered as heing
composed of (a) a "immediate” labile pool which equilibriates rapidly and is the one measured here as Q. and (h)
a "slow" or "less readily" exchangeable pool which represents K held on "specific” sites. This potassium held on
"specific"” adsorption sites accounts for the lower curvilinear part of the Q/1 curve.

Several indices of soil potassium status were correlated with the potassium uptake by Pueraria in greenhouse.
These indices were the thermodynamic values of Qp. I and B. C. (lahoratory). obtained from the Q/I relationships.
and the conventional indices of exchangeable K and acid-extractable K. obtained by common empirical extraction me-
thods. Two other thermodynamic indices of buffer capacity. namely. "buffer capacity (cropping)’ and "buffer capa-
city (exchangeable)". have also heen calculated using the formula B, C. = dQ/di. Buffer capacity (cropping) was cal-
culated with dQ as the total uptake by Pueraria during greenhouse cropping and buffer capacity (exchangeable) was
with dQ as the exchangeable value measured by a conventional laboratory method. In both cases Ip - 0.5 x 10-3,
where I is the initial intensity of the soil for potassium obtained: from the Q/1 relationship curve. was used for dl.
The value 0.5 x 1072 is the lower limit of the intensity of soil depleted by ryegrass cropping in Rothamsted green-
house experiments (TALIBUDEEN and DEY, 1968). Ideally. this value at which cropping ceases or is terminated
should have been measured on the depleted soils after cropping with Pueraria; in the absence of such a figure. the
value of 0.5 x 1073 obtained at Rothamsted. was taken as the intensity of the depleted soils for calculating B. C.
g:::'ﬁnﬂ and B, C. (exchangeable). Further. a linear relationship between Q and | values is assumed in the crop-

Al! the above -mentioned indices have been examined with respect to Pueraria K-cropping values, correlation
coefficients of which are given in Table 3. The correlations are also shown graphically in Figure 2.
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TABLE 3 RELATIONSHIP OF SOIL K INDICES WITH GREENHOUSE CROPPING BY PUERARIA

Correlation coefficient
Soil Index
All soils Excl. Selangor
Series soil.
QO 0.719* 0.026 NS
Exchangeable 0.832** 0.228 NS
Acid Extractable 0. 95]1%%* 0. 959***
B.C. (laboratory) 0.807** 0.363 NS
B.C. (cropping) 0.959%%* 0.957%%*
B. C. (exchangeable) 0. 895%* 0.568 NS
1o -0.215 NS -0.314 NS
*#*%. P<0.001 **. P<0,01 * P<0.05 NS : Not Significant

As one soil (Selangor Series) gave an exceptionally high cropping value, correlation coefficients were also calcu-
lated without this value (see Table 3). Taking all the 9 values (9 soils) into consideration, I is found not to relate at
all (r = =0.215) to soil K status by Pueraria cropping. Acid-extractable and B.C. (cropping) values give correlations
significant at the 0.1% level. r being 0.951 and 0. 959 respectively. B.C. (exch.). B.C. (lab.) and exch. K values
give correlations significs 't at the 1% level (r = 0.807 = 0.895) while Qq only gives at the 5% level (r = 0.719). When
the extreme value for the ielangor soil is excluded from the correlations. significant correlations are obtained only
with B.C. (cropping) and acid-extractable indices. both still retaining their significance at the 0.1% level. An exam-
ination of the graphical plots of K-uptake by Pueraria against soil indices (see Figure 2) reveals that though the acid-
extractable index gives a good fit. the soils are divided mainly into two distinct categories - soils with high and low
potassium status. The index B, C. (cropping). on the other hand. gives a better spread of the index with Pueraria
cropping status of soils. and therefore proves to be a more sensitive index.

CONCLUSIONS

In comparing a number of analytical indices based on both thermodynamic principles and conventional extraction
procedures for measuring availability of potassium in soil for plant uptake. Buffer Capacity (cropping) and acid-ext-
ractable K values were found to relate well to greenhouse cropping by Pueraria. The former appeared more sensitive
in the sense that it gave a better spread of results compared to the latter. The "immediate" labile pool (Qp) and Bu-
ffer Capacity derived f-om the Q/1 curve using calcium ion for equilibriation were found to be less sensitive. The
poorer relations of the thermodynamic parameters derived from the Q/I curve may be a consequence of using calcium
as the equilibriating ion with soils where aluminium appears to be the dominant ion occupying exchange sites. Impro-
ved relationships may be expected if aluminium (Al"‘"") were used for equilibriation. Results of Q/1 relationship stu-
dies using A1*** as the reference ion are underway and will be the subject of a subsequent paper under preparation
(MOHINDER SINGH AND TALIBUDEEN, 1968).

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 8

Acknowledgement is due to Mr. R. Narayanan of Statistics and Publications Division for the statistical computa-
tions. to Miss Sarojini Sinnathambu and Mr. Chin Pong Tow of the Soils Division. R.R.I. for technical assistance.

and to Dr. M. M. Guha for comments on the script,

REFERENCES

ACQUAYE. D.K.. MACLEAN, A.J. AND RICE. H.M, (1967)

Potential and capacity of potassium in some representative soils of Ghana.
Soil Sci.. 103, 79.

ARNOLD, P.W. (1962)

Soil K and its availability to plants.
Outlook on Agriculture 3. 263.

BECKETT. P, H.T. (1964a)
Confirmation of the Ratio Law. Measurement of potassium potential. J. Soil Sei.. 15, 1.
The immediate Q/1 relations of labile potassium in the soil. J. Soil Sei.. 15. 9.

BECKETT. P.H.T. (1964b)

K-Ca exchange equilibrium in soils: specific adsorption sites for K. Soil Sci. 97. 376.

217



CHENERY, E.M. (1948)

Thioglycollic acid as an inhibitor for iron in the colorimetric determination of aluminium by means
of "Aluminon'. Analyst. 73. 501.

MATTHEWS, B.C. AND BECKETT, P.H.T. (1962)

A new procedure for studying the release and fixation of potassium ions in soil. J. Agric. Sci.
58, 59.

McCONAGHY, S. AND SMILLIE, G. (1965)

Soil potassium and its availability to crops. 1. Uptake of ryegrass in relation to soil potassium
potential. Record of Agric. Res. XIV. 79.

M. MOHINDER SINGH AND RATNASINGAM, K. (1968)

Determination of ammonium chloride exchangeable cations in soil. Proc. 3rd Malaysian Soils
Conf., Kuching, Sarawak.

M. MOHINDER SINGH AND RATNASINGAM, K. (1966)

Methods of Soil and Plant Analysis. A manual of laboratory methods at the Rubb, Res. Inst.
of Malaya.

M. MOHINDER SINGH AND TALIBUDEEN, O. (1968)

A thermodynamic assessment of the nutrient status of rubber-growing soils. Nat. Rubb. Conf.
Kuala Lumpur 1968,

MOSS, P, AND COULTER. T.K. (1964)

The potassium status of West Indian Volcanie soils. J. Soil Sci. 15, 284.
MOSS. P, AND HODNETT, G.E, (1963)

The Ratio Law applied under field conditions. Plant and Soil. 18, 33.
SCHOFIELD, R.K. (1947)

A Ratio Law governing the equilibrium of cations in the soil solution. Proc. 11th Int. Congr.
Pure and Appl. Chem., 3, 257.

SCHOFIELD, R.K. AND TAYLOR, A.W. (1955).

Measurements of the activities of bases in soils. J. Soil Sci. 6, 137.
TALIBUDEEN, O. AND DEY, S.K. (1967)

In press.

TAYLOR. A.W, (1958)

Some equilibrium studies on Rothamsted soils. Soil Sci. Soc. Amer. Proc. 22, 511.

TINKER. P.B. (1964)

Equilibrium cation activity ratios and responses to potassium fertiliser of Nigerian 0Oil Palms.
J. Soil Sei. 15. 35.

WOODRUFF, C.M, (1955)

Tonic equilibria between clay and dilute solutions. Proc. Soil Sci. Soc. Amer. 19, 36;

Calcium potential relationships for soils, ibid, 19, 167,

218



(9961 ‘WVONISVNLVH "M ANV HONIS HEANIHOW) 1DH N9 ‘Sumpreq I 1 (o)
IV + S + B0 + X 58 uoE) 81 o320 (P

o o'y Hd 03 pasnipe ‘TOVEN - N 03 (9
7% 100 81 pesn S10®0 P pSueays Bupfeys "uIw 0€ ‘monynios :pos &1 (D
oyeos TEuoEuIsl (%)

219

LL'0 ¥2'0 or°0 6°6€ 5z |09T 200 8470 90°012°S z'v | 02 L ot 29 weIly ni 6
961 ¥2°0 920 2°8€ vz |eet 070 08’0 90°0)1°S zv | st B 0z 8¢ soweyd '8
vl LL'0 9L'2 228 c'z |or'e se0 021 TL'O|0°S 8'¢E 18 v 8 1 weay nEd L
€9°0 9L"0 2r'0 0°8S sy |ozo ge0 8o 91°012°8 £y Ls gEy a yeweSos ‘9
0 ¥e'0 02°0 0°c¥ pg |gyT €170 00°T 60°019°F 0¥ 62 S 44 8 BOOR[BN 'S
92 '8 ¥S'1 L8°0 0°'29 g'g |oe0 ovo €21 01701078 gy |ov 88 8 € uegueny ¥
91 '¥1 L9°0 66°€ 0°02 ¢z |ovzr o081 68T LEOISTH 9'¢ oy gy 6 1 Iofueles €
0s ¥ £2°0 4 et 1T |so'e s0o'0 €970 01°0|9°¥ 8¢ 92 ot 08 62 fueples ‘T
99 0 080 ZE0 L'6% 8'F z6'1T 60°0 8.0 ¥I'O|9°¥ o'y ¥ 8 9 8e weduey ‘1
() 0a0|03d < :
N R ) A SN + %0 u |,V BN %0 o%u %owo | Awp s 'sd SO
% ! sai1eg (108
Sp01/9W BooT/oW ol ~T{i08 Adp Uerd B
(0)SUORED SUANITIPD POV (0)5U01®2 sqeeduryoXy (@ (v)S1SATSUY TEONUEHOS

HNIddOHD FALLSAVHXI N1 azsn (.e-0) sTIOS dOL 40 NOLLISOdWOD TYOINEHO ANV TVOINVHOAW 1 F1dviL




L0°0 82l 6°F1 S'8 e's ¥W0'0 | OF'0 | 90°0 wediy nin 6
90°0 6°S 6'S L'y 9701 0g0°'0 9z2'0 | 9070 Joway) 8
£€°0 8'SI v'Er ¥IL 18 260°0 | 9L°2 | 210 weny njeg L
or'o 291 1701 -0 1 ¢ ¥or 0Z1°0 | 2¥'0 | 9170 yewredag 9
gr'o 8'c L'L 8" 0791 9L0°0 | 02°0 |60°0 BOORTEN S
oo 1’91 1°91 g°3r L9 ¥80°0 | L8°0 | OT°0 UBJIEny ¥
cL"0 LS¥ 9°'26 ¥'1Z 9'8 ¥81°0 | 66°€ | LE'O Jofueeg €
2r°0 S 81 8°LL z'01 6°S 090°0 | S6°2 | OT°0 Auwpaag 2
91’0 L g €91 £€'8 2’01 €800 €0 | P10 weduay 1
w'yoxg,, | ,Suiddoxs, | ,Ar0jBIOqE[, 8 g01/ow
8 oor/ew ‘0'd i g 0'd (1/s910m) b b1 salLlag [105 "ON
FiTeieng Aq eyeidn ¢-01 x 91 Op | -xx3 ['yoxz
Ayroede) Jepng ploy

T - (.8 - 0) $7T108 dOL WOUI DNIdJOHD
FSNOHNIIUD NI VIHVHIN A€ INVLILN TVIOL JO SANTVA ANV WNISSV.LOd HOd 87 OIANI 1108

2 31avl

220



" “ wouy njog

“ e

uojuony
sobupjes
buopies

jog seiies wobuay

*n!z__\c!oE- B + B3 A/

® x 0 @ «

- 80-0—

01 ¥ 92

SNOILYINBITIND3 3QIM0THD
WNIDIVD ONISN WNISSVLOd NMOS 40 SJIHSNOILYI3Y ALISNILNI/ALILNYND

(o)1 3un914

pos ‘6 QOI/0w NV

—91-0

—¥2-0

221




10S $8118S DIID|OW

¢01 X 2

“ woJil NN
" Joweayd
" jowobes

® x O =«

(aspi/seiow) (bW +02) A/
.m.

-80-0-

AV

- SNOILLVIYEITIND3 3QIH0TTHD WNIDTVD
ONISN WNISSVLO0d 7I0S 40 SdIHSNOILVI3Y ALISN3ILNI/ALILNVND

(9)1 3un914

108 6 op|/ sw

- 910

222



ANVDIJINDIS LON : SN §0-0 >d: ¥ 10:0 >d:** 100-0 >d : *ux INIOd 3IW3INLX3 3INO ONILLIAO 3NIT NOISS3HOIY = —— —

SINIOd 6 HLIM 3NIT NOISS3IHOIY ———
b ool/ew ‘M  3ITEVLOVHLIXI QIOV

('HOX3) D8
ov og 0z ol o
. ne 4 o
—¥-0
Lg-0
(]
6 pol/ew ‘N IIBYIONVHIXI (AMOLlv¥O8Y1) 08 -
v-0 £0 2-0 -0 0 0 2
o ol
~ 8
—¥-0 —%-0 z
[~]
_g-0 g ﬁIO.O
H
-
sooi/ow ‘%0 (ONIddOND) '8 3
20 10 0 a
— : o
. — —
(SN 920-0 = 1) mwm == ="
L
& -0
L ]
8.0

S3010103SVHd VidvE3Nd A8 ONIddOND 3SNOHN3I3YO HLIM S3JIANI I0S 30 dIHSNOILYI3Y ‘e 34N9i4




Discussion

Chui:

Ashworth:

Singh:

Chui:

Ashworth:

What force gives rise to the intensity, mainly electrostatic force ?
For different samples the electrostatic forces involved would be different.
The main force would be the electrostatic force but this is not the only force.

It is difficult to explain this without going into the nature of how the cations are held in the soil,

this brings us to colloid science because the soil is a colloid, the cations are distributed accordingly
to known, definite, physical chemistry laws and they are not simply distributed. They form a di-
ffuse double layer and as long as the colloid system does not break up (which it will do as the solu-
tion becomes too concentrated, as is for instance the case with the acid - sulphate soils in which the
sulphate concentration is very high) the double layer will exist and this will control the exchange
reaction. Onahutosolntothhdmﬂ:hhyertuleunuwﬂthm“ﬂmmheld.

Would this method not be too laborious and therefore uneconomic for routine use ?

Initially the method was laborious because we tried to understand in detail the reactions that occur,
This will not be done in routine work. The measurement of total acid extractable cations is much
more laborious than the one presented here. The former may take about a week while the present
method would take not more than half a day when routined.

In. nsity is being measured on a routine basis in other places as in England, although not for routine
advisory purposes yet, and in Rothamsted a method has been developed where intensity can be obtained
very successfully by a rapid successive equilibration method. More details on this will be given in a
second paper on this subject. I do think this method is applicable to routine analysis.

Is it right to correlate your method with exhaustive cropping? Can it then be used for recommendations
for one single year cropping?

The ideal correlation would be with field results but this will take many years with Hevea, The
relatively rapid method of exhaustive cropping is accepted as a good indicator of soil status although
it is removed from many variables in the field. The method once successfully developed will how-
ever be ultimately tested in the field.

Comment. Once a new method is developed, encouragement should be given instead of discouragement.
It is realised that more research is needed but it is too early to say that it is not suitable.

This was not my intention.




THE GENERAL SOIL MAP OF THAILAND
by
F.R. Moormann and Santhad Rojanasoonthon*

Introduction

The first systematic study of the soils of Thailand was made by PENDLETON, and published in a re

port, with a
"Pprovisional Map of the Soils and Surface Rocks of the Kingdom of Siam". (3). This map, published first in 1959 has,
with very slight alterations, been reprinted several times since, and was presented at the Fourth United Nations Reg-
jonal Cartographic Conference for Asia and the Far East, Philippines 1964,

Collection of data for a new generalized soil map of the Kingdom was carried out between 1961 and 1967; drafting
was finished in 1967, The map will be publi«.-ed in two forms, i.e.:

- the General Soil Map of Thailand, at a scale of 1:1,250,000, now in print,
- the Map, showing General Soil Conditions, at a scale of 1:2, 500,000, which is a simplified and somewhat
condensed version of the General Soil Map of Thailand. The latter was presented at this meeting.

The General Soil Map is based on fieldwork by the authors, existing soil surveys at various scales, generalized
interpretation of airphotos and topographic maps, and interpretation of related data on vegetation, climate and geology.

E Legend of the Gener. Map of iland, scale 1:1,250,000

The elements, used in defining the map units are the dominant soils or association of soils, the broad groups of
parent material and the landforms as expressed by the general topography of the unit area.

Boils.

The level of generalization of the soil units, used in elaborating the map legend is the Great Soil Group, as defined
in the US literature (1). The Great Soil Groups, mentioned in the legend mostly correspond with those described by
DUDAL and MOORMANN (2); additional groups, important in Thailand, were identified by ROJANASOONTHON and
MOORMANN (4). The criteria used in describing and classifying the Great Soil Groups are those, set forth in the new
USDA soil classification system (6). Map unit areas which do not show one dominant soil, but are composed of two,
or even more important Great Soil Groups, are defined as associations of Great Soil Groups. Poorly defined soil
areas, with complex soil conditions are indicated as miscellaneous soils and land types.

Following Great Soil Groups form an element in the legend of the new soil map.

- Regosols

- Alluvial soils

- Peat and Muck soils (organic soils)
- Low-Humic Gley soils

- Grumusols

- Rendzinas

- Brown Forest soils

- Noncalcic Brown soils

- Gray Podzolic soils

- Red-Yellow Podzolic soils (the presence of abundant laterite gravel is indicated as a separate
phase for Northeastern Thailand)

- Reddish-Brown Lateritic soils

- Reddish-Brown Latosols

- Red-Yellow Latosols.

oundwater Podzols, were observed
Other Great Soil Groups, €.g. Solodized Solonetz soils, Humic Gley Soils and Gr ¢
in Thailand; their occurrence is however S0 limited that they could not be indicated on the General Soil Map.

Parent materials.

pare in regard to the soils which
Gr of nt materials were distinguished mainly on the basis of their impdrtance

tormdoﬁ-tham. Thus, the classification of parent rocks is hardly a systematic Petrographic one, since petrographi-
cally very different rocks (e.g. granites and quartzite - phyllites) may produr . sin ilar soils, The main groups of
parent materials, distinguished for use {n the map legend, are:

é dune sand
! Beach a:swlum. subdivided in fresh water (river and lacustrine) alluvium, brackish water

alluvium, marine-non saline alluvium and marine - saline alluvium.
B Semirecent alluvium
- Old alluvium (not or weakly calcareous)

- Marl and limestone alluvium
- Montmorillonitic clay from alluvium, marl and basalt

* Resp. FAO Soil m"m‘ and Lecturer on Soils, Kasetsart University, Bangkok.



- Residuum and colluvium from acid rocks (granite, sandstone, quartzite - phyllite, etc)

- Residuum and colluvium from intermediate rocks (andesite, some grano-diorite, most gneiss,
most shale, etc.)

- _ Residuum and colluvium from basic rocks (basalt, limestone, etc.) In the case of Reddish-Brown
Latosols, the rock could be specified as basalt because in Southeast Asia this Great Soil Group is
almost exclusively found on materials derived from basalt.

It should be emphasized that, under the climatic conditions in Thailand, the occurrence of soils formed on in-situ
residuum is very rare. Most commonly the parent material of the soils has been dislocated considerably, and thus
could with reason be considered as colluvium or colluviated residuum.

Topography .
The topography indications in the legend follow soils slope classes of the USDA Soil Survey Manual (5), i.e.

- Level : dominant slopes 0 to 1-3%

- Undulating : 1-3 to 5-8%

- Rolling : 58 to 10-16%

- Steep (including hilly and very steep) ; more than 10-16%.

The topography, as presented in the legend, is indicative for the dominant landforms, especially if interpreted in
conjunction with the parent material :

Level to undulating lands are coastal beaches and dunes, alluvial plains and various sedimentary
terraces.

Undulating to rolling lands are peneplained areas, foothills, plateaus in the mountainous regions,
some incised terraces and a single basalt plateau.

Steep lands are mountains and hills.

Soil management grouping.

For the benefit of the agronomist with a lack of training in soil classification, the map units have been grouped
broadly in classes which give a general indication of the dominant texture, the natural drainage and the general fer-
tility status and thus are meaningful in terms of soil management,

Following broad management groupings were made.

: Excessively drained sandy soils, low fertility

Poorly drained clayey soils, high to moderate fertility

Very poorly drained, organic soils (swamps and marshes)

Poorly drained and well drained soils, mostly loamy and sandy, moderate to low fertility
Well drained to somewhat paorly drained loamy and clayey soils, moderate to high in bases,
high fertility

Well to excessively drained loamy and sandy soils, low weatherable minerals, and bases,low
fertility

Well drained clayey and loamy soils, low in bases, low fertility

Well drained clayey and loamy soils, high in aluminium and/or iron oxides, low in bases,
moderate to low fertility.

:+ Miscellaneous soils and land types on hills, mountains, and plateaus.

s es we W

% 55 s <2B=-

The legend of the Simplified General Soil Map, scale 1:2,500,000
Most of the elements of the General Soil Map at scale 1:1,250,000 have been maintained on the simplified version.

The definition of the mapping units is based on the dominant soil or soils in the unit area, and on the broad type
of parent material, as described in the previous paragraph. The physiographic and topographic element is, with the
exception of the units of steep land, not used in the definitions of the mapping units.

Physiography enters into the legend of the simplified map by way of the broad grouping of the various units in :

- Soils of the alluvial plains and lower terraces
- Soils of the higher terraces and the low plateaus
- Soils of the hills and the mountains.

The differentiation between lower and higher terraces is not strictly physiographic or topographic. Terrace
areas in which hydromorphic soils (Low-Humic Gley soils) are an important element, were grouped with the lower
terraces, whereas such areas with predominance of well drained soils are qualified as ""Higher terraces". In ab-
solute hight, parts of the higher terraces may be lower than parts of the lower terraces; e.g. the well drained
marine terraces in Southeast Thailand are situated at a lower elevation than most of the river terraces in the int-
erior of the country.

Low plateaus include peneplained areas and strath terraces, generaly below an elevation of 400 meters. High
plateaus and peneplains were not differentiated, but included with the hills and mountains.




3.

Simplification applied on the present map is twofold. Small unit areas were dropped and boundaries were
realigned. Certain units of the map at scale 1:1,250,000 were grouped together, and represented as one single map
unit on the simplified version. Because of the regrouping of the original map units, the units on the simplified ver-
sion are not numbered in numerical order.

Ge Soil and its Simplified Vers

The map showing general soil conditions, at a scale 1:2,500,000, with explanatory text, has been edited in the
series Soil Survey Reports of the Soil Survey Division, Department of Land Development. Copies are available upon
request to the Director General of Land Development, Ministry of National Development, Rajaelamnoern Ave.,
Bangkok. The General Soil Map, scale 1:1,250, 000 is being printed, and will be available on request at the same
address in early 1969.
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Discussion
Law Wei Min:

Moormann:

Law Wei Min:

Moormann:

Donaldson:

Moormann:

What have you done with the laterite in South Thailand?

We do not know enough, as yet, about the distribution of laterite in Southern Thailand.
So. we only mentioned in the text that there is much laterite in the south of Thailand.
In'theN.E.partwberewehsvetmmndmnuﬂmsdnﬂmemmtmumd
gravelly laterite) we made a special unit on the general map (a phase), i.e. Red-Yellow
Podsolic soils with 'abundant laterite concretions in the upper layers'.

1 asked this question because Leamy previously named the laterite as a concretionary oxisol.

In the newest development of the 7th appraximation, the axisol order indeed includes soils
with plinthite (soft groundwater laterite) at shallow depth. In this context, the hardened
laterite. either in pans or in concretions is not considered a diagnostic horizon and,
whereas most of the superficial laterite is indeed present in the hard form, few if any of the
concretionnary soil would fall under oxisols.

Realising the intention to display on the map the relationship between soils and the various
physiographic regions, I wonder why a colour scheme was not chosen to display this relation-
ship more readily ?

True, we could have used a more 'logic' colour scheme but the colours follow more or less
what has previously been used for the 1967 General Soil Map at scale 1:1,250,000. On this
map, physiography was not used for grouping the map units.

This general map gives us useful information for operational work. 1Is there a need in
Thailand for more detailed soil mapping at the moment and what is the progress ?

Mapping of various detail goes on now in Thailand with over 40 survey parties. The map
presented here is the outcome of a separate programme by the authors.

What are your units of detailed soil mapping ?

Series and phases, and in some cases series, associations, soil complexes (e.g. in
mountain areas).




THE 1968 RECONNAISSANCE SOIL MAP OF MALAYA
by

LAW WEI MIN & K. SELVADURAI
Department of Agriculture,
West Malaysia.

IN TRODUCTION

Prior to the mid-nineteen fifties, soil surveys were carried out on an ad hoe basis, for specific purposes only .
The systematic reconnaissance soil survey of the whole country was only started in 1957 and in 1963 a target date was
set for the completion of this ambitious project. With a tremendous burst of combined effort from personnel under the
Colombo Plan from Canada and New Zealand. the U.S, Peace Corps and the present soil survey staff during the last
four years, the whole country topographically suitable for agricultural development was traversed by 1967. Reports
of some of these survey areas have been published either as Bulletins of the Department of Agriculture or as the
Malayan Soil Survey Report Series. The reports of the remaining areas are in various stages of being published.

This paper represents the compilation of the efforts of each and every member of the survey teams connected
with this national project. This i8 a very much needed revision of the 1962 soil map of Malaya, especially so since
agricultural development in this country has progressed at such a tremendous rate.

Some of the information inferred using the air reconnaissance maps which show only form lines were not as
accurate as to be des ired. Where such air reconnaissance maps have been replaced by the New Series topographical
maps, these areas have been revised and brought up to date. Hence the accompanying map of a scale of 1:500,000
(7.89 miles to 1 inch) is as accurate as the scale of the soil surveys allows for.

Field mapping consisted of the examination of the soils along roads, tracks, and paths in the developed areas
and along timber tracks, paths and river banks in the undeveloped areas. Where the undeveloped areas are not served
by timber tracks or paths, a network of rentis2 was cut through such forested areas with the rentis normally in an
east-west direction 80 as to cut across the normally NNW-SSE trending geological formations. These rentis2 were
spaced at 2 to 2} miles apart, and were either traversed and the soils examined and identified using a 2 inch screw
auger mounted on a 14 feet 6 inches long shaft at regular intervals of 10 chains or less, or the samples were collected
at 20 chain intervals using a 6 inch post hole auger at 0-8, 6-12, 12-24 & 24-36 inches depths and these samples were
examined and identified.

The soils were identified as series in the field, as defined in Leamy & Panton, 1966 p. 64, but because of the
scale of survey it has not been possible to show the series in all cases. The main mapping unit is the soil association,
where two or more soil series occurring in a definite geographical pattern were combined to form a mapping unit.
Other mapping units of convenience were also employed, often on & uaomorphologlcal or physiographical entity. These
included steepland, urban and mining land local alluvial soils, etc.

It has been decided after much thought to produce the soil map showing the mapping units rather than any form of
groupings on a higher classification category. The main users of this map being the Soil Scientists, Land Development
Planners other Research Works, Agricultural Extension Officers etc., a map showing the mapping units would in this
case be of more practical use. Before this map goes into final printing, the major changes envisaged at this moment
are (i) breakdown the steepland unit into the various hill soils related to the more mature soils formed on similar rock
types over easier terrain; (ii) amendments to the soil boundaries after field checking especially in the Kelantan,

Trengganu and Kedah surveys.

A generalised soil map showing the great soil groups will be produced in the near future. This map is presented
to this 3rd Malaysian Soil Conference to evoke comments and discussion which may be of help in preparing the final
report on the soils of Malaya, which will be a much more comprehensive attempt than what is being presented now.

SO1LS

The terms 'sedentary’ and 'alluvial’ soils are familiar to soil workers in West Malaysia and the following brief
descriptions of the soils are given under these two headings. Further sub-divisions are based on the influence of the
parent rocks/material on the formation of the soils. Only those series listed in the legend are described, but it must
be pointed out that the mapping units here do include to a minor extent other soils mapped in the field but excluded in

the mapping units because of the large scale of the map.
I - SEDENTARY SOILS ON
1. Igneous Rocks

KUANTAN SERIES

A

The soil I8 developed on pasaltic flows on rolling to hilly terrain in the V%cinity of Kuantan, the capital of Pahang.
This is a reddish brown very friable and uniform clay to heavy clay. The profile shows almost a total lack of horizon

Rentis2 - Malay word for a trace cut on a set compass bearing.
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differentiation. Structures are moderately to strongly developed medium granular and subangular blocky throughout.

Laterite may be present but at depths of more than 5 feet and also mainly massive. Although having a high P content

(conc. HCI extract ranges from 400 - 600 ppm), the bases are low and base saturations are less than 5%. Total

Fez O3 is more than 20%. This is a Class I soil highly suitable for a very wide range of tree crops, On flat terrain,
short term crops are also suitable. Establishment of crops, however, is difficult during the drier months, due to the
porous nature of the soil.

SEGAMAT SERIES

The parent material is derived from andesite or andesitic tuffs, and the soil is found on rolling to hilly terrain
in central Pahang extending north into Trengganu and south into Johore. The yellowish red to red, very friable clay to
heavy clay with a strong medium subangular blocky structure is not likely to be confused with any other soil in Malaya.
Horizon differentiation is very indistinct. Laterite when present occurs as a distinct band of nodules at depths of 4
feet or more, Both the soluble and total P are lower than that of the Kuantan Series, but the bases are higher giving
it a higher base saturation. This is a Class I soil and crop establishment again should be timed for the rainy seasons.

KATONG SERIES

The soil is found on quartz andesite over rolling and hilly terrain in central Pahang. It is yellower and siltier
than the Segamat, and easily mistaken for the Munchong Series, but shows a more distinct Ae/Bt horizonation than
the Munchong does. Structures are moderate medium subangular and clayskins moderate. This is mainly a Class I
soil, well suited to diversified cropping except when the slopes are steep.

JEMPOL SERIES

This soil is found on rolling to hilly terrain and occasionally on steepterrain. It is formed on volcanic agglo-
merate or ferruginous shales in central Pahang mainly. The colour is reddish brown to yellowish red, with clay loam
or sandy clay textures and moderate medium subangular blocky structures. Although having a reddish brown colour
the total Fe 203 is below 4%. Laterite nodules or laterised parent material are common as a band at auger depth.

This is a Class I soil on the easier terrain and Class III on the steeper slopes.

KAMPONG KOLAM SERIES

The parent rock is diorit ¢ in composition or its equivalents and the soil developed on these rocks are found in
central Pahang and Trengganu over rolling and hilly terrain. The soil is yellowish red to red in colour, clay loam to clay
texture with moderate to strong medium subangular blocky structures. Consistence is friable in the top and increases in
firmness with depth. Horironation is relatively distinct with a weak eluvial A on the textural B. Exchangeable magnesium
is greater than other cations although the profile is well leached. This is a Class I soil, except where the terrain tends
to be on the steep side.

JERANGAU SERIES

This is a fine sandy clay loam to fine sandy clay on undulating to hilly terrain in Trengganu, Pahang and Johore
closely associated with the Rengam Series. The parent rock is granodioritic in composition and finer in texture than
the granites. The colour of the top four feet is strong brown but at depths it is yellowish red. Consistence is friable
at the top and firm at depth. Structures are moderate to strong fine and medium subangular blocky. Horizonation is
moderately distinct with Ae/Bt and the clayskins are moderate. The profile is well leached of nutrients. This is a
Class I soil, well suited to oil palm except at the steep slopes.

RENGAM SERIES

This soil is formed on granites over undulating and rolling terrain, but when associated with the Bukit Temiang
Series can be found on steep terrain. The soil is very widespread, especially in Johore and Pahang. There is normally
about 5 feet or more of brownish yellow or yellowish brown coarse sandy clay loam to coarse sandy clay overlying
light red coarse sandy to gravelly clay. It is friable throughout with weak to moderate medium subangular blocky
structures. Horizonation is distinctly Ae/Bt. Easily soluble P is normally below 60 ppm and K below 30 ppm. Bases
are low. This is a Class I soil well suited to most tree crops, but conservation measures are essential on the steeper
slopes as it is easily eroded.

KALA SERIES

This soil formed on the phorphyritic granites in the north of Perak on hilly to steep terrain.
brownish yellow to strong brown overlying a coarsely mottled parent material, :u. mlnl;:o the poﬂmu;gomd“ﬂn
partly weathered phenocrysts of microcline or orthoclase feldspar in a matrix of yellowish red coarse to gravelly clay.
Consistence is friable at the top and firm at depth, while the structures are moderately developed medium subangular
blocky. The P content is comparable to that of the Rengam Series, but the K is much higher due to the presence of

the orthoclase feldspars in the parent rock. This is essentiall a Class ITl soil
particularly severe when the soil is exposed. . ool because of terrain, and erosion is
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TAMPIN SERIES

This soils is developed on highly silicecus and coarse grained granites over undulating terrain closely associated
with the Rengam Series in parts of Negeri Sembilan, Trengganu, Pahang and Malacca. The top 12-18" is friable to
loose gravelly clay loam, very pale brown to light grey in colour with weak subangular blocky structures. There is a
very abrupt change to the weak textural B, pale brown or yellow firm gravelly clay, with weak medium angular blocky
structures. The easily soluble P is very low but the K is slightly higher which could be due to the presence of the
potassic feldspars in the very acid granites. This is a Class IIl soil offering poor conditions for tilth and therefore
more suited to tree crops.

KULAI SERIES

Kulai Series is formed on rhyolitic tuffs or rhyolites over rolling and hilly terrain in Johore and Pahang. Colour
is pale yellowish brown to strong brown at depth, texture ranges from loam to silty clay while the firm weak angular
blocky subsoil will distinguish it from the Batu Anam Series in which the subsoil tends to be prismatic and compacted.
Horizonation is distinctly eluvial A overlying the textural B. This is a Class TI soil because of terrain but with good
management, oil palm has been grown successfully inparts of Johore.

YONG PENG SERIES

The soil is formed on dacite on undulating to steep terrain in parts of Johore. This is normally a shallow soil
with only about 2 feet of strong brown friable clay loam to clay overlying the firm yellowish red clay with a laterite layer
varying in thickness from a couple of inches thick to 12 inches lying on top of this horizon. The structure is moderate
medium subangular blocky in the top and medium to strong angular blocky in the subsoil. This is a Class IIl soil but
with judicious management oil palm has been planted successfully on this soil.

2. Metamorphic Rocks

PRANG SERIES

The parent material is derived from the more basic schists in parts of Selangor, Pahang and Kelantan. The
terrain ranges from rolling to steep, and the soil becomes shallower with steepness of slopes. Horizonation is weak,
with a very friable yellowish red heavy clay overlying a friable yellowish red heavy clay, the structures are moderate
to strong fine and medium subangular blocky. Clayskin is weak. Laterite may be present, but usually at depths. This
is a Class I soil.

BATANG MERBAU SERIES

The soil is formed on schists over undulating to hilly terrain in parts on Kelantan, Central Pahang and Johore.
Horizonation is distinct Ae/Bt with a friable yellowish brown silty clay loam over lying a firm fine clay loam to silty
clay. The structures are weak subangular blocky and the profile is often micaceous. This is a Class II soil on the
easier terrain and steepness of slope limits the development of this soil.

SEREMBAN SERIES

The soil formed on quartz-mica schists intermixed with phyllites and vein quartz, over undulating to hilly
terrain in parts of Selangor and Pahang, generally where the contact between the sediments and the granitic intrusion
is reached. The A horizons are greyish brown to yellowish brown friable to firm fine sandy clay loam overlying the
reddish yellow to yellowish red firm fine sandy clay. Structures are moderate medium subangular blocky. Quartz
gravels and angular pebbles together with laterized pieces of schists or phyllites are characteristic of this soil. This
is a Class I1I soil.

3. Argillaceous Sedimentary Rocks

MUNCHONG SERIES

This is a wide spread soil found on shales or mildly metamorphosed shales over rolling to undulating terrain in
Perak, Selangor, Negeri Sembilan, Johore and Pahang. This is a silty clay loam to silty clay, yellowish brown to
strong brown or redder but colour is normally uniform to more than 4 feet depth. Structures are moderate to strong
fine and medium subangular blocky with moderate clay skins. Consistence is friable at the top but increases in firm-
ness with depth. Normally free of laterite, but thin bands of nodules are found well below 4 feet depth, A Class 1
soil well suited to diversified eropping.

CHENIAN SERIES

These soils have been mapped only in North Perak on rolling to undulating terrain. The parent material is mixed
shale and quartz porphyry. The soil is easily recognized by the highly mottled yellow to yellowish brown silty clay to
clay loam subsoil, with very well developed angular blocky structures and well developed clay skins. A stoneline of
angular vein quartz is normal at 3 feet depth. Only tapioca has been planted on this soil to date, but oil palm should be

reasonably well on this soil.
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JERAM SERIES

This has been mapped only in Pahang over rolling and hilly terrain on reddish or ferruginous shales. It is easily
recognised by the firm and very well developed blocky subsoil and the reddish brown to yellowish red colours. Textures
are normally silty clay loam. Depth to the parent rock varies from 30 inches to less than 24 inches depending on the
steepness of the slopes. So far this soil is not developed as yet for agriculture but the physical properties will tend to
limit it to more tolerant tree crops.

DURIAN SERIES

This is a very widespread soil formed onshales and phyllites on rolling to hilly terrain stretching from Kelantan
through central Pahang to Negeri Sembilan and also small patches in Johore. It varies in depth according to the
steepness of the terrain. The A horizons are friable brownish yellow silty clay overlying the firm to very firm strong
brown to yellowish red clay. The subsoil structures are moderate angular blocky to prismatic. The underlying
parent material is a variegated red and pale yellow clay, with weak to massive structures. A band of laterite some
6 - 9 inches thick is common on top of the variegated horizon. It is low in P but is above average in K and very high
in K when formed on phyllite. This is a Class Il marginal to oil palm and more demanding crops.

BATU SERIES

The Batu Anam Series stretches from the west and west-central Johore to Negeri Sembilan into central Pahang,
formed on shales (pale coloured) over ‘ndulating terrain. This is a pale coloured clay with a firm and very firm and
compacted subsoil. Structures are strung medium subangular in the A's and medium to coarse angular to prisms in
the B's. The underlying parent material is a very variegated massive heavy clay, with colours including red,
yellowish red and yellow and pale grey. Laterite ocours as a thin band overlying the parent material. Rubber has
been grown in wide acreages and although oil palm has been grown the yields are low. The soil is very low in P but
has reasonable K values.

MARANG SERIES

First mapped in Trengganu, this is now found in parts of central Pahang and Negeri Sembilan on rolling and
hilly terrain over shales inter-bedded with sandy lenses and vein quartz or siltstones. It occurs in close association
with the Apek Series, and generally occupying the upper slopes. The friable A horizons of fine sandy loam are pale
brown to light grey in colour overlying the firm and compacted subsoil of fine sandy clay loam, yellow to brownish
yellow with mottles. The parent miterial is light grey with reddish mottles, massive and sticky. This soil is very
low in P & K and is a Class III soil. :

APEK SERIES

This is located in Johore and Trengganu, on grey silty shales over undulating and rolling terrain. It occurs in
close association with the Marang Series, often being found on lower slopes to the Marang. The topsoil is a grey loose
weakly crumbed fine sandy to silt loam overlying the rather compact light grey fine sandy clay loam with weak
Structures. The underlying parent rock is present with 3 feet depth. This is a Class III soil.

KUALA BRANG SERIES

The soil is formed on silty shales or shales interbedded with quartzites over rolling to steep terrain consisting
of long ridges running NNW-SSE in Trengganu and Kelantan. The horizonation is a weak Ae/Bt, with a yellowish
brown to brownish yellow fine sandy clay loam. Consistence is friable in the A's but becomes firm with depth.
Structures are weak to moderate medium subangular with moderate clayskins. The parent material with shale
fragments and vein quartz is reached within J feet on easy terrain but becomes very shallow on the steep slopes.
The soil is Class II on rolling terrain and Class V on the steep terrain. Rubber is successfully grown on this soil,
but oil palm will require proper techniques of management.

POHOI SERIES

The brown or olive brown colour is peculiar to this soil formed on the carbonaceous shales over the low hills
in East Pahang and Johore. Texture varied from clay loam to fine sandy clay, with moderate medium subangular
blocky structures which becomes coarse with depth. The consistence is friable in the upper portions of the profile
and becomes firmer with depth, On steeper slopes a laterite band with shale pieces may be present. On the easy
terrain this is a Class I soil, while the steep terrain will lower the suitability Class to V.

KEMUNING SERIES

The soil is formed on very dark carbonaceous shales and silt stones over rolling to hilly terrain in Kelantan
and east Johore. It is characterized by a greyish brown uniform clay loam to clay with firm consistence and
moderate medium subangular blocky structures. Depth of soil varies with steepness of slope, being less than 3 feet
€ven on easy terrain, sometimes with hard, almost black silt stones and shales scattered in the profile. This is a
Class I soil on the easier terrain, but is not suitable for agriculture on the steep terrain.
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PADANG BESAR SERIES

This is located in south Kedah, derived from silt stones on flat to undulating terrain. It is characterised by a
very high proportion of silt, with less than a foot of yellowish brown silt loam with weak medium subangular blocky
structure overlying the yellowish red pisolitic laterite concretions in a yellowish brown silt loam matrix. The parent
material is pale coloured with red mottles. This is a Class III soil.

GAJAH MATI SERIES

The soil is easily recognized by the presence of the dense laterite layer of pisolitic nodules occurring at an
average of 18 inches from the surface, and on nearly flat to undulating terrain. It is formed on shales mainly in Kedah.
The eluvial A overlying the dense laterite nodules is a strong brown very friable clay loam. The laterite nodules
increase in abundance and compactness with depth. This is a Class Il soil, suitable for the more tolerant crops only.

TAVY SERIES

This soil consists of some 12 - 18" of laterite-free friable sandy clay bam with weak to moderate subangular
blocky structures and yellowish or strong brown colours. The laterite band consists of well rounded nodules in the
upper portion and subangular to angular fragments in the lower portion, embeded in a yellowish red to red fine sandy
clay or silty clay matrix, with moderate medium subangular blocky structures. The laterite layer is normally less
than 2 feet thick and overlies the variegated parent material of massive clay. This soil is formed on shales over
undulating to hilly terrain in Pahang, Johore and parts of Kedah. This is a Class III soil, well suited for rubber but
marginal to oil palm,

MALACCA SERIES

This is a well known laterite soil in Johore, Pahang, Negeri Sembilan and Malacca, It either occurs on flat to
undulating terrain as in Temerloh, or forms cappings on low hills of shales. Laterite boulders may litter the surface,
but more commonly the laterite which occurs in the form of well rounded nodules in the top portion rapidly increases
in size and becomes very irregularly shaped at depth. Laterite boulders of varying sizes may be scattered throughout
the profile. Overlying the laterite is the brownish yellow or redder clay loam or fine sandy clay with strong fine and
medium subangular blocky and granular structures. Underlying the laterite is the "mottled zone" clay, massive with
reddish yellow and light grey streaks, Depending on the thickness of the laterite-free horizon above and the degree of
laterization, Malacca has been classed as IIl or V.

BUNGOR SERIES

This soil is common in Pahang and Negeri Sembilan, over undulating to steep terrain and is formed on shales
interbedded with sandstones. It is characterised by yellowish brown or brownish fine sandy clay loam to fine sandy
clay, and strong medium subangular blocky structures and strong clayskines, in the subsoil, The profile is strongly
podzolic, On easier terrain it is at least a Class II soil, but is Class V on the steep terrain.

4, Arenaceous Sedimentary Rocks
SERDANG SERIES

This soil is widespread throughout Malaya on undulating to hilly terrain formed on sandstones, quartzites or
conglomerates, and thus the texture is commonly coarse sandy loam to sandy clay loam or even sandy clay depending
on whether the parent material is mixed with shales or not. The colour is commonly strong brown but may be
yellowish brown or brownish yellow. The structures are weak to moderate fine and medium subangular blocky.
Clayskins are weak and the profile is friable throughout. Horizonation is distinetly podzolic. This is a Class I soil,
but even then care should be exercised because it is easily eroded. On steeper slopes, especially when associated
with the shallow Kedah Series, the soil is Class I,

KEDAH SERIES

feature of
The Kedah Series is limited to the quartzite or conglomerate ridges which form such an outstanding

the arenaceous country-side. The slopes are in excess of 202 and the soil formed on these ridges are shallow profiles,
but are still reasonably developed to be considered as a shallow relative of the mature Serdang Series, except on t.hnla‘
very steep slopes where the proper lithosols are to be found, :Jspen:llm' on the ;e:mwn:hmo:omrm;e::rz .
which be sands to silts or even clays, the texture ranges irom andy loam to sandy i

ura:m:g.mm are weak to moderate except on the lithosols which is structureless. ll:t:rue comrau:u and
laterised shale pieces may be present when interbedded with shales, This soil is not suitable for agriculture because

of the steepness and shallowness.

POKOK SENA SERIES

over flat to undulating terrain. The A
This is mapped in Kedah and Johore, formed on quartzite /sandstones
horizon is a brown fine sandy loam overlying the yellowish brown loam with fine weak to moderate sub-angular blocky

structures werlylnsthalaternehyerdloooelypmkdpisdlﬁnemuﬁmlh'hhhﬂ!ﬂh‘kbdﬁﬂlmcdm



and texture as the A horizon above. The underlying pale coloured clay with red streaks is the parent material with
weathered sand stones/quartzites beneath. This is a Class III soil.

II - ALLUVIAL SOIL ON

1. Older Alluvium
HARIMAU SERIES

The soil is developed on older alluvium over undulating to rolling terrain, in Johore and parts of Pahang and
Perak. The yellowish brown to brownish yellow sandy clay loam to sandy clay with weak to moderate medium
subangular blocky structures and weak clayskins is easily mistaken for the Rengam Series, 8o far they have not
been found above the 300 feet contour. Because of the sedimentary nature of the parent material, the quartz grits
present throughout the profile have been partly sorted, which is not the case with the Rengam Serfes, Although
classed as a Class II soil, due to the deficiency of manganese in the rubber, the correct fertiliser application on
the oil palm has given most encouraging yields of around 8 tons of {.f.b. per acre per annum.

ULU TIRAM SERIES

The soil is developed on coarsely textured older alluvium over mildly dissected topography at elevations of
up to 150 feet in Johore, and parts of central Pahang, The profile consists of about 2 feet of yellowish brown
friable sandy loam to sandy clay loam with weak structures overlying the firm and compact coarse sandy loam or
gravelly loam. This is a Class III soil.

TAMPOI SERIES

This is also formed on the older alluvium over undulating terrain in Johore at elevations of between 50 - 150
feet but at higher elevations in the Tasek Bera region of Pahang. The redder colours and heavier texture with the
coarse blocky structures which break into weak crumbs and firm consistence distinguishes this from the Harimau.
When associated with the Harimau Series, it always occupies the lower and more moist positions. This is a Class
Il soil, but with proper management oil palms have yielded reasonable as well as the Harimau.

WANG SERIES

This is mapped in the recent surveys of central Pahang located on highly dissected high terraces of the Sungei
Pahang and tributaries, The surface soil is friable, yellowish brown sandy loam to sandy clay loam with weak to
moderate fine subangular blocky structures which overlies the brownish yellow to reddish yellow, friable clay loam
to gravelly clay with moderate medium and fine subangular blocky structures. Quartz grits occur as thin bands.
Beneath is the thick layer of very well rounded quartz pebbles in a matrix of quartz grits and clay. The deposits sit
on the moderately dissected old surface with a thin band of iron-rich hardpan at the contact, This is a Class III soil
suitable for a more tolerant crop.

KLAU SERIES

This is located at elevations of about 300 feet above sea level on mildy dissected high terrace of the major
rivers in central Pahang and Province. The main diagnostic feature is the presence of well sorted quartz gravels
which increase in abundance and size with depth. The profile is reasonably developed with a weak Ae. It consists

structures overlying a firm brownish yellow. to strong brown coarse sandy clay with weak to moderate medium and
coarse subangular blocky structures. The clayskins are weak to moderate. The parent material is a mottled, very
gravelly coarse sandy clay and sits on the dissected old surface. Rubber has done very well on this soil, and ofl
palm is expected to do well too,

2. Sub-recent Alluvium

HOLYROOD SERIES

The Holyrood Series is formed on sandy lowlying terrace alluvium bordering the coasts in Perak and Pahang,
and the old beaches in Johore. It is a very friable, yellowish brown weakly developed sandy loam to sandy clay loam.
Nutrients are variable, being slightly higher in the heavier textured soils, but are very low by Malayan standards.
This is a Class III soil for tree crops, but should be a good medium for tapioca, groundnuts, maize and sugarcane.

LUNAS SERIES

Closely associated with the Holyrood Series, this is located in depressions where the watertable is high. This
gives rise to the pale grey colours and the weak structures. Textures vary from sandy loam to sandy clay loam,
although clay phase dthh&rhuhuheen_mppedinl’lhm. This soil offers very poor tilth and is a Class III soil.

RASAU SERIES

This has been mapped in east Pahang at elevations of about 100 feet a.s.1., occupying the slightly higher and
more dissected surface than the Holyrood Series with which it is closely associated. The texture of sandy clay loam
at the top and sandy clay at depth distinguished this from the Holyrood, at the same time the consistence is firmer.




It is reasonable to expect that this soil would he slightly higher in nutrients than the sandy Holyrood. A present it is
put into a Class III soil.

SOGOMANA SERIES

This soil has only been mapped along the coast in Perak on the low lying flat terrace at elevations of less than
50 feet above sea level. The subsoil is light grey to white silty clay to clay with weak coarse prismatic structures
which break down to angular blocks. The consistence is firm and moderately compact. Reddish yellow mottling is
normal ,occupying about 10% of the soil volume. Below is the white stiff compacted massive clay. When adequately
drained this soil has proved suitable for rubber. This is a Class II soil.

SITIAWAN SERIES

This is found in close association with the Sogomana Series but occupies the higher areas which may be about
5 feet above only. The soil is characterised by a highly mottled pale yellow or yellow clay, with the mottles increas-
ing both in size, abundance and distinctness with depth. Structures are moderate coarse angular blocky and consistence
is always firm, Rubber does well in this soil and oil palm has been established successfully. This is a Class II soil.

SERIE

This soil has been mapped in Perak on the subrecent alluvial, and normally occurs as narrow stretches rising
above the generally flat terrace. It is characterised by a grey top of mottled clay loam to clay with weak subangular
blocky structures. The subso is a light grey sparsely mottled clay with quartz gravels and moderate coarse sub-
angular blocky structures. The parent material is a white mottled coarse gravelly clay, compact and firm with weak
coarse angular blocky structures. This soil offers a very poor tilth and is a Class I soil.

3. Recent Riverine Alluvium

TE LEMONG SERIES

The soils formed on the levees of the larger rivers throughout Malaya and is generally a weakly structured
friable loamy sand or sandy loam with colours varying from brown to brownish yellow to strong brown. This is
essentially an AC profile, and because of its youthfullness is relatively high in nutrients. This soil is well suited
for annual erops like tobacco, maize, groundnuts tapioca and sweet potatoes. This has been placed as a Class I
soil because of susceptibility | , flooding,

AKOB SERIES .

The soil is formed « i the riverine alluvium on the flood plain of the larger rivers throughout Malaya, This
being so, the texture varies considerably, depending on the parent material. The soil is characterised by weak
horizon development, colours range from yellowish brown to paler colours, with mottles becoming more pronounced
in the horizon underlying the weak eluvial A. Dark soft concretions (manganese ?) are common at the top of the
mottled horizon. Structures are weak medium subangular blocky. With good water control, this soil is suitable
for a wide range of annual crops including maize, tobacco, etc. and with irrigation is suited for wet padi. This has
been placed as a Class II soil because of susceptibility to annual flooding.

LOCAL ALLUVIUM

This mapping unit includes all soils formed on the alluvia of the smaller rivers and streams and invariably
shows a certain degree of gleying. The texture is variable but normally heavy. Structure is poor and consistency

is firm at depth. The water table is usually high.
4. Marine Alluvium

BRIAH SERIES

The Briah Series is commonly formed on a mixture of recent riverine and recent marine alluvium, especially
so0 when the soils are located along the levees of the rivers passing through the marine coastal plain. The soil is
characterised by a dark brown silty clay top with strong medium crumbs and granules, with distinct mottles along
root channels. The under lying subsoil is light brown or brownish grey silty clay loam or silty clay with pronounced
mottles along pores and channels with strong or moderate medium subangular blocky structures. The parent material
is a brownish grey silty clay with little mottles, weakly structured and rests on a bluish grey sticky clay often wvl?th
slight sulphurous smell, The clay minerals show a mixture of vermiculite with montmorillonite and kaolinite. Wil

adequate drainage this soil will support a very good stand of oil palm.

SE SERIES

Coast. Under natural conditions,
The Se Series is formed on the flat coastal alluvial of the West
thehlghMrwmmMUMﬂdecmMMmmmmbandam u(lusthantw;}tut. :1:::‘
dthesearauhmmhmbeenwendwelopedmdtheimprweddraimuehumultedlnaulldweopadso

very short space of time. The topsoil is dark brown silty clay loam with moderate medium and fine crumbs overlying
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the dark greyish brown or greyish brown friable silty clay with weak to moderate coarse prisms, and structural

faces stained with reddish mottles. The subsoil proper is dark greyish brown to greyish brown with weak to moderate
coarse prisms or angular blocks again with stains along the structural faces. Beneath is the bluish grey structure-
less clay, often with a faint sulphurous smell. This is the most fertile soil in Malaya with high reserves of nutrients
and clay minerals dominated with montmorillonite. Rubber has been known to maintain a good yield with minimum
fertilizer application.

KANGKONG SERIES

The 'Kangkong Series is formed on the more recent marine clay deposits of the west coast, especially Kedah
and Selangor. 1t is characterised by grey, light grey or greenish grey clay subsoil, with moderate coarse prisms
or angular blocky structures and strong brown or reddish brown mottles. Soft concretions of various colours are
common in this horizon. The parent material is a massive bluish grey clay. It is 11so one of the most fertile soils
in Malaya.

TELOK SERIES

This occurs in close associations with the Selangor Series, occupying the low lying depressions of the coastal
alluvial plain, The topsoil is generally organic while the subsurface horizon is greyish brown or dark greyish brown
with abundant yellowish red mottles along the structural faces and root channels. The structures are moderate
coarse blocky. The underlying parent material is a greenish grey massive clay with distinot sulphurous smell, and
undecomposed plant roots. The pH is generally below 4 and drops down to below 2 in the parent material. This is
an acid sulphate soil, and yellow jarosite may be present in the subsoil. This is a Class IV soil, and will require
special techniques to bring this under proper cultivation.

LINAU SERIES

This is found in brackish water environment along the west coasts of Johore, Selangor, Malacca etc. with a
very dark greyish brown organic clay topsoil, overlying the dark brown muck with some decayed plant remains, and
slight sulphurous smell, with the bluish structureless clay beneath, with strong sulphurous smell and abundant plant
remains. Occasionally yellow deposit can be seen along root channels throughout the profile. This acid sulphate clay
is a Class IV soil, and will require a lot of amelioration before cultivation can be contemplated.

KRANJI SERIES

This is located as a narrow fringe along the west coasts on the marine clays under swamp conditions. The
profile consists of thin topsoil of dark greyish brown organic clay, with friable weak structures overlying the per-
manently waterlogged greenish grey sticky and structureless clay with sulphurous smell at depths and plant remains.
These are very saline soils, and with bunding and drainage has supported some coconuts and padi.

RUDUA SERIES

This is formed on old beach ridges which run parallel to the coast along the east coast from Kelantan down to
Johore and also along a short stretch in Perak. The topsoil is loose sand stained with humus and overlying a light
grey to white eluvial A. Beneath is the slightly compacted and cemented iron-humus horizon located at depths varying
from 2} feet to four feet. The soil is very low in nutrients and poses a special problem in development.

RUSILA SERIES

This soil is closely related to the Rudua Series and occupies the lower slopes of the old beach ridges and
gradually merges with the old lagoon back waters with peat of varying depths at the lowest waterlogged portions.
The dark grey topsoil of loose sand overlies the light grey to sand or clayey sand. Beneath is the iron stained
horizon generally above the water table, which is generally very high. Padi has been planted on this but with low
yields.

JAMBU SERIES

This series is essentially similar to the Rudua Series, with the iron-humus layer being located at depth varying
from below 4 feet to more than 10 feet depth. They seem to be located on very high beach ridges, in Perak and Pahang
and as small patches in Johore and Selangor. The eluvial A of almost white sand is almost devoid of nutrients. Coco-
nuts grown on this soil are very poor.

5. Organic Soils
ORGANIC CLAYS AND MUCKS

These are generally found surrounding the peat proper, with the former having loss of ignition of u
: p to 25%
and the latter of 25 - 65%. The overlying organic layer varies from 12 inches to more than 2 feet. The underlying

.drainage, oil palm has been yield above average.



PEAT

Peat is material with loss of ignition of above 65%. The peat has not been differentiated at all but only depth
has been recorded. Peat has been formed on the former lagoons behind the forebeach, along both east and west
coasts. The underlying material is clay on the west and sandy clay on the east. Pineapple has been doing well on
drained peat, otherwise peat of more than 5 feet depth poses special problems to agricultural, chief among which
are deficiency in micronutrients and acidity.

6. Miscellaneous Mapping Units
URBAN AND MINED LANDS

These consist of land disturbed by urban development or mining activities. The former are the townships,
while the latter consists of tin tailings mainly which are nothing but sands washed clean of nutrients, or spoils on
the iron mines. Mined lands will take a long time and effort to develop into soils suitable for agriculture.

STEEPLAND

These include all land with average slopes of more than 20° slope, and are considered not suitable for normal
agriculture. The soils in most cases have shallow immature profiles, and are related to the mature soils developed
on similar parent materials/rocks on easier terrain.

PADI SOILS

The main padi plains of the north western corner (Kedah/Perlis) has been mapped on a semi-detailed scale
and the map produced, while the other main padi plain in the north east Kelantan is being resurveyed. Indication
at present have indicated that the Kedah plain is mainly subrecent alluvial or riverine alluvial in origin. This
being so, the Kedah plain soils are higher in nutrient reserves that of the Kelantan plain.

SOIL SUITABILITY AND AGRICULTURAL POTENTIAL

Based on the suitability classification outlined in Leamy & Panton, 1966 and modified’by Wong, 1966 the soils
are grouped under the five suitability classes. The table below shows the distribution of these five classes in the
States.

The agricultural potential of the whole country could only be properly evaluated when the land use information
18 combined with the soil suitability. Although the present land use information is not available for the whole
country, we are still able to point out that there are nearly 9.8 million acres of Class I & II soils which are more
suitable for crops other than rubber. There are still 4,7 millions acres of Class III soils which are suitable for
the more tolerant crops. The above figures cover both cultivated and forest lands. The Class IV soils form 3.2
million acres of which 1.9 million acres are peat. Steepland with average slopes of greater than 20 degree slopes
from the biggest unit, 14.0 million acres and are centred in the mountainous regions of the country. This still
leaves 900, 000 acres of land cultivated with padi (wet) mainly in the flat coastal plains of both the east and west coasts
of west Malaysia.
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Discussion
Andriesse:

Law Wei Min:

Andriesse:

Clarke:

Law Wei Min:

Law Wei Min:

You stated that in compiling this map, you had the choice of either making a map showing
great soil groups or to make 2 map showing associations of soils such as series. You
decided on the latter because the units would be less variable and not so broad as when
you had used great soil groups. This would be true if the series within the associations
are not of different soil groups, otherwise your map associations would be more variable
than when you had used great soil groups as single mapping units.

Associations of series do mean that the associations vary and often cut across soil groups.
8o, the final map showing great soil groups will invairably include associations of Great
Soil Groups as well.

Given the level of knowledge of Western Malaysian soils, the new soil series association
approach seems to be the correct one. It gives in the framework of the scale used, the
most information on a national scale. From this map a revised Great Soil Group map can
easily be drawn, but such a map has mainly relevancy in terms of international soil correl-
ation, much less in terms of practical use.

In Sarawak we are endeavouring anyhow to map the boundaries of single great soil groups
in reconnaissance mapping to enable the compilation of a map at soil group level,

If we only map associations of series or families running across soil groups the land
capar. lity (or soil capability) will be very variable, while at least in Sarawak within a group
some level of capability can be assessed,

Soil maps of various categories are generally too complicated for people who are not soil
scientists. Simplified maps for land use departments should be issued,

Soil Suitability maps are produced to group all the soils into the five soil suitability classes
which we recognise. The suitability classification is based on tree crops and, therefore,
such maps would be very useful for foresters as well.

1 would like to hear some elucidation on the position of the Kangkong series. Profile-wise
it is difficult to distinguish Kangkong from Selangor series. However, I have seen areas
under rubber where the soil profile agrees with Selangor serfes although not so advanced

ir development, but the organic matter is quite high (in fact, C/N ratio is about 30, whereas
Iiave found C/N ratios to be around 16 - 18 in Selangor series). Could such soils come
uder Kangkong series bearing in mind that previous definitions of Kangkong series

include a very high organic matter content in the soil profile ?

Kangkong and Selangor series form a sequence with the Kranji and Telok series, as follows:
Kranji-Kangkong-Selangor-Telok. Profile development is invariably less well pronounced
in Kangkong if compared with Selangor. Organic matter content may be of help but I would
prefer to use it as a phase as we have done in Selangor, organic phase, where the histic
epipedon is more than 12 inches thick.
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MALAYAN SOILS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO THE 7TH APPROXIMATION
by
Robert F. Allbrook

Faculty of Agriculture, University of Malaya.

I suppose no system of soil classification has made so much impact. at any rate in the English-speaking coun-
tries. as that which is generally known as the 7th Approximation. put out by the American Soil Survey Staff in 1960.

In it the soils of the tropics fare rather badly as, and I quote, "there are few oxisols in the United States', and,
as they only once go outside the United States. to the Congo. to find examples of tropical soils. Tropical experience
is therefore limited to Hawaii and Puerto Rico neither of which have the high rainfall and high temperature of Malay-
sla both factors which contribute to the intense weathering and leaching which goes to form a well-developed tropi-
cal soil,

When the Supplement was issued in March last year it was natural therefore to turn first to the sections which
dealt with tropical soils. the ultisols. and oxisols. This paper is a discussion of the developments of the 7th Approx.
as it affects Malayan soils,

The first point that | want to raise is the factor of the argillic horizon. Since 1960 the Americans have put this
in a more important position. In 1960, an oxisol could have an argillic horizon whereas now this is not so. The
presence of an argillie horizon automatically puts a soil, as far as Malaysia is concerned, in the ultisol order,

This therefore makes the mechanical analysis figures of great importance as a diagnostic feature. The second fea-
ture of an argillic horizon. the presence of orientated clay skins can only be determined with certainty by thin sec-
tion technique due to the weak nature of much of tropical soil structure and owing to possible confusion with pressure
coatings.

Having then divided our upland soils with developed profiles into axisols and ultisols, (there are I know the spo-
dsols and as well but 1 do not suppose anyone here would confuse them with either of the two other orders)., We can
move to the suborder level,

The ultisols are first divided between gleyed and non-gleyed soils, the gleyed soils are the aquults of which
Manik series (Leamy 1966) and Lubok Kiat (2nd Malayan Soil Conference 1966) are examples. No change here from
1960 the rest of the suborders are different. climate divides up the old ochrult suborder and the umbrults are re-
named humult with a different definition. The well-drained ultisols are now further divided into ustults and xerults
which are soils occurring under a climate having a three month dry season which may or may not be continuous,
and humults that have a humic top to the argillic horizon. None of these soils are found under lowland Malaysian
conditions since climatic conditions cause a rapid breakdown of organic matter and, of course, we do not have any
really dry season. I would suspect however, that humults could occur above the 3,000 ft. contour and below 4,000
ft. contour (Beckett and Hopkinson 1961). (Maruyama. K. et al. 1965).

Malayan soils with an argillic horizon are thus mostly in the udult suborder, At this point 1 would like you to see
the soil map of the United States and you can see from this that the ultisols occupy that area in the United States that
was previously shown as having red-yellow podsolic soils and the udult suborder accounts for nearly all of this area
except for a strip down the coast where aquults are found. Now this area is very different climatically from Malaysia.
However. the Americans have only emphasised the humidity and not the warmth so for the time being we are stuck
with the udults where 1 should have liked tropults.

The factor of temperature is thus passed on to the Great Soil Group level but unfortunately, at this level, two
other additional factors are introduced of diagnostic importance, both of which take precedence over the tropic fac-
tor. These two are the paleudults and plinthudults, The formative words being paleos, old and plinthos brick.

Both of these factors. age and the presence of plinthite, are closely related to the tropical conditions and both seem

to be well represented in Malaya.

Plinthite has had a change in definition which says that it restricts the meaning to nonindurated materials which
change irreversably to ironstone hardpans on exposure to repeated wetting and drying cycles. A plinthudeult has
plinthite forming a continuous phase or constituting more than 50% of the matrix in some horizon above 50 inches.

there are less than 10% weather-
P Its defined as follows: in the upper 40 inches of the argillic horizon

able r:::rls in“ﬂ:o fine sand fraction, a clay distribution such that the % clay does not decrease from its maximum
by more than 20% of that maximum within 60 inches of the soil surface or the layer in which the % clay decreases,
shows signs of eluviation, there is no fragipan, no plinthite forming 50% of the matrix within 50 inches of the surface.



Finally, we have the tropudults which are soils exeluding the definitions of the paleudults and plinthudults which
have no fragipan, no fluctuations in soil temperature of more than 5 degrees Centigrade in different seasons, an
epipedon with a moist colour value of 4 or more or an argillic horizon that has a dry colour value of 5 or more or a
moist colour value of 4 or more,

The subgroups of the paleudults are straightforward, the typic is a well-drained soil with a texture finer than
loamy fine sand with no more than 5% plinthite in the top 60 inches and an Ah horizon less than 6 inches thick. If
these characters are altered then the required adjective is substituted for typic, viz., aquic, arenic, (psammentic
if the argillic horizon is sandy), plinthic, humic or a combination of them.

No subgroups are as yet developed for the plinthudults.,

The subgroups of the tropudult are similar to the paleudult, a typic is well drained, has a texture finer than loamy
fine sand, has an argillic horizon thicker than 10 inches, no horizon has more than 5% plinthite and also, has more
than 24 m.e.q. /100 gms. clay C.E.C. and has a cation retention from NH4Cl of more than 12 m.e.q. /100 gms. clay
in the major part of the argillic horizon, and lacks the following: cracks at some period in most years that are 1 cm.,
or more wide at 50 cm. depth and that are 30 cm. long in some part and that extend upwards to the surface or Ap
hori zon, expands and contracts on wetting and drying and has more than 35% clay in horizons that total 20 inches °
thick.

The subgroups that do not have one or more of these characteristics are called aquic, arenic, dystropeptic,
plinthic, oxic and vertic.

Some of these criteria are quite simple but perhaps we should first take a look at plinthite which in Malaya seems
to be confined mainly to shale-derived soils, Malacca, Batu Anam, Apek, Durian, and Tavy series, although not to
Munchong or Jeram series at least in the profile descriptions I have seen, This may be due to the plinthite being at
a greater depth than the pit is dug. The definition goes to 50 inches so there may be a need here for deeper pits. In
addition to the shale-derived soils I have seen plinthite in a profile over granite in Penang (see Appendix) the soil
was very deep 15 ft. and the plinthite came in at 60 - 70 inches which is below the critical level. So it would seem
that plinthite is not restricted to shale soils. It is strongly related to laterite but the American Soil Survey do not
consider that laterite can be hardened unless it has been exposed and then subjected to soil forming processes as a
kind of parent material and thus not used at a high level of classification, (G. Smith, priv. comm. ). Mostly, they
reckon the laterite has been moved and concentrated by past erosion cycles. I would suggest that there is good
evidence for this in some lateritic soils (see Appendix soil from Gemas) where a sharp break in the profile occurs
at the base of the lateritic band but there are others that do not show this as in the Penang soil and in the deep shale
soils, For this reason I would be in favour of retaining Haantjens' petric horizon particularly as now plinthite does
not cover hardened material.

The adjective petric may thus be used as a subgroup where concretions occur as in the Malacea, Durian, Kodiang,
and Chungloon series, but not the Batu Anam or Segamat where insufficient laterite occurs.

The second feature to consider is the introduction of the paleudults which, together with the tropic constitutes
the main suborder to which Malaysian soils are likely to belong. Since the paleudults occur before the tropudults in
the key most Malayan soils with an argillic horizon are going to come in it which hardly seems logical for soils
developed in the tropics when a tropic great soils group is present. The separation of these two great soil groups is
on the basis of maturity, thus a less mature soil will have more weatherable minerals, and clay eluviation will not
have continued for long enough that no bulge in the textural profile occurs, |.e, clay content increases to a maximum
without a decrease to any extent in the top 60 inches. Of these two criteria the latter is easily recognised but what
of the former, it seems to infer that fine sand will have to be separated out and examined under the microscope for
weatherable minerals,

Now what of the axisols. These are certainly more restricted under the new classification. The suborders have
been developed and are readily understood, the wet soils or soils over plinthite - aquox, soils developed in regions
with a dry season - torrox and ustox, soils with a humic top - humax, and the rest orthax. It is therefore the last
group that concerns us. The great soil groups are also easy to follow with chemistry the dominant criteria. less than

native): more than 35% base saturation are the eutrorthox: more than 1% carbon in all horizons above 30 inches are
the umbriorthox: 30% or more gibbsite in sheets or gravel sized aggregates are the gibbsiorthox and the rest hapl-
orthax.

The acrothax are thus the soils with extreme weathering with no discernible structure in the axic hori zon or only
a weak blocky or prismatic one, no sheets or aggregates of gibbsite exceeding 30% in the top 50 inches and have in

exchangeable bases I have ignored this. The typic acrorthox has then, no plinthite, an oxic horizon 80 or more inches
deep and a texture of sandy loam or finer to 40 inches. All of these criteria would seem to be had by Kuantan and
Kampong Kolam series, the Segamat has a less deep oxic horizon and is classed therefore, as a tropeptic acrorthox
due to the presence of concretions at 60 inches.
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The eutrorthax is a similar sort of soil to the acrorthax except for its high base saturat
ion, (35%) and hi
total bases. Only the Langkawi series developed over limestones fits this group (Joseph 1965). g il

The haplorthox are again similar to the eutrorthox but have less than 35% base saturation., Ex
5 amples of these
are possibly Munchong, Seremban, Senai and Chungloon series. The subdivisions of this group are mﬁlc - with
mottles above 50 inches, plinthic - with plinthite above 50 inches, psammentic - sandier than sandy clay loam above

50 inches, tropeptic - with an oxic horizon thinner than 50 inches or well structured b i
therefore go to 50 inches, or both. Pits in this group must

Now what of other soil orders found in Malaysia, the spodosol, entisol and inceptisol. The two £
by Leamy (1966) included the latter in the entisol group, incorrectly, I think, T

Spodosols occur in two very different areas in West Malaysia, one on the Bris soils on the East Coast the Rudua
series and the other at high altitude in Trengganu, the Cameron Highlands and on Ulu Kali near to Kuala L;lrnpur. the

Gunong Padang series (Panton 1958, Wagner, T., in press). This therefore, gives us an example of two suborders
the aquod and humod, 4

The classification, as far as the Gunong Padang series is concerned, has only developed slightly. The soils with
a thin iron pan are the placaqods and if it has a histic epipedon then it is a histic placaquod.

The humod classification has been changed mainly to give more emphasis to climate, so the soils here go into
the tropohumod great soil group, In the case of the Rudua series the thickness of the albic horizon and the sandiness
of the profile suggests the subgroup grossarenic.

Now the entisols, these again fall into two types depending on the topographical position these are the lithosols,
Bukit Temiang (Panton 1958), and Bukit Lunchu (Null, Acton and Wong, 1965), and the soils developed over recent
alluvium, Penor, Kranji, Telemong, Linau, Holyrood Baging and Jambu series. These latter are developed in
low-lying areas and are either regosols or low humic gley soils.

The entisols are first divided into whether or not they are water affected. If they are, then they are aquents.
In the case of the very sandy entisols, this is not always an easy division particularly if one is working from field
description sheets since a sandy soil does not reflect the hydrology of the profile very well so the Jambu and Holy-
rood series may or may not be in the aquents. Field soil surveyors should therefore, make this clear from their
reports.

The hydraquents are the first subgroup which has a temperature above freezing, has an N value above 0.5, and
at least 8% clay and 3% organic matter down to 12 inches, has a finer texture than loamy fine sand. This fits the
Linau and possibly the Kranji series,

The second group is the tropaquent. These differ from the hydraquent by not being organic and are developed
under tropic conditions; Penor seems to fit in here.

Next, we have a new suborder, the fluvents, which are not sandy but have a fairly high organic status, more than
2% carbon in the top 50 inches and are not waterlogged. The Telemong series would appear to fit this description.
Due to climate, it is in the tropof luvent great group.

The next is another new suborder: the orthents. These are similar to the fluvents but with a lower carbon con-
tent reaching to 0.2% in the top 50 inches. Into this goes the mixed assortment of Holyrood and lithosolic soils.
Again, due to climatic conditions, the great group is the troporthents. The subgroups separate the typic, Holyrood
series, from the lithic Bukit Temiang and Bukit Lunchu series.

Lastly, there are the sandy entisols, the psamments, of which Jambu and Baging are examples. Due to the lea-
ched nature of the Jambu series and the high watertable, it goes into the aquodic quartzipsamments, the Baging ser-
les again due to climate goes, I think, into the ustipsamments, as it is not mottled, has no clay, no lithic content
within 20 inches and has no durinodes. Also, being on the East Coast, I think it may well be a bit dry and anyhow,
there is not a better Great Group available,

The last order we have to deal with is the inceptisols, these do not appear in Leamy (1966) or Leamy and Panton
(1966) so perhaps, this may lead to some disagreement. The soils we are concerned with are those previously class-
ified in the entisol order: the Selangor, Briah and Telok series. In the case of the Selangor series, it has an umbric
epipedon, an underlying cambic horizon, a mean summer and winter temperature differing by less than 5 degrees
Centigrade and 35% or more of the clay with montmorillionite mineralogy (Ng 1966), but law in calcium carbonate.

In the Briah and Telok series, both have an cambie horizon, are moist between 7 and 20 inches, and have a low con-
ductivity of the saturation extract. These three series are all, therefore, aquepts due to their geographical position
and tropaquepts due to the climate, The subgroup are rather more difficult as the criteria sometimes cut across
series boundaries. The Briah in Selangor (Wong 1966) is a typic and the Selangor series in the same report is vertic,
the Briah in the Pahang correlation trip was histic due to its histic epipedon. The Telok series would seem to be a

typic tropaquept.



Since the possession of a cambic horizon is a key factor in the inceptisols perhaps I should anticipate a question
on it. The cambic horizon is an altered horizon with a texture finer than loamy fine sand. No fine stratification
should be apparent and oxidation reduction and segregation can be seen with aggregation of the soil into peds. It nor-
mally lies in the B horizon position. It does not lie below an argillic or spodic horizon. Thus position and non-illu-
viation are characteristic.

Cambic horizons may form in the presence of a fluctuating ground watertable. Mottling alone is not evidence of
sufficient alteration, thnprweudreduationmuatbehnamenmﬁtogivaalowohrommmkdzwhuﬂ
there are mottles or 1 or less if there are not. Weathering may have affected the easily weathered minerals but has
not progressed to the point where only kaolinites and sesquioxides remain with quartz.

I have already mentioned one soil series that goes tntotwoaubgroupomdnodaﬂ:ttheummmmhlnmﬂu.
By using tight definitions such as are used in this classification this sort of thing can be avoided even though it may
mean an increase in the number of soil series. Ideally, at every fork in the classification, one criteria should be con-
sidered even though other criteria are linked to it, viz., for Serdang series:

1. Are there diagnostic horizons - Yes, (vertisol, aridosol, alfisol, axisol, ultisol, inceptisol).
2. Is there an argillic horizon - Yes, (alfisol, ultisol).
3. Is the base saturation less than - Yes, (ultisol)

35%

4. Does it have feature of wetness - No, (not an aqult).

5. Is it found in a wet humid climate - Yes, (udult).

6. Does it have plinthite above 50 - No, (not a plinthudult).
inches
7. Does it have a fragipan - No, (not a fragiudult),

8. Does it have less than 10% weath-
erable minerals in the fine sand - Yes, (a guess) paleudult.
fraction

9. Does it have mottles with chromas - No, (not an aquic paleudult),
dzarlessmtbetopaotyches

10, Does it have a texture coarser than

loamy fine sand in the top 20 - No, (not arenic).
inches
11. Does it have an argillic horizon - No, (not dystropeptic),

thinner than 10 inches

12. Does it have less than 24 m.e.q.
C.E.C./100 gms. clay in any ma- - Yes, (axic).
jor part of the argillic horizon

13. Does it have any horizon above 60 - No, (not plinthic).
inches with more than 5% plinthite

14. Does it lack the following combi-
nation of characters:

a) cracks at some period of most
years .

b) have a coefficient of iirear exten-
sability (COLE) of 0,09 or more
in some horizon at least 20 inches
thick

¢) have more than 35% clay in hori- - No, (not vertic),
zons totalling 20 inches thick
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15. Does it have a texture coarser
than loamy fine sand and in some - No, (not psammentic).
part of the argillic horizon and have
lamellae

16. Does it have an Ap horizon with a
moist colour value of 4 or more or

an A horizon more than 6 inches - No, (not humic),
thick if it has a moist colour value
lower than 3.5

17. Does it have any lithic contact - No, (not lithic),

within 20 inches of the surface
The Serdang series is therefore axic paleudult,

In the tropudults I have chntﬂodtho&tuz\umupunlmetropudult. This series and its relations, Durian
and Apek cause much trouble (Law Wei Min and Leamy 1966); perhaps if these series were broken up more the
difficulty might disappear. Batu Anam, for instance, has been classified as an aquic plinthudult (Leamy 1966); now,
no description I have seen has mottles Mthohromudﬂwhnwhmhuroqulmdtormaqulc subgroup. The Batu
Anam from South Johore (Null, Acton and Wong, 1965), has a Bt horizon of 10 YR 8/1 and hence, can be classed as
an aqult, the other examples from the Second Malaysian Soils Conference, Temerloh~Gemas and Selangor Reports,
reach this colour range only in the C horizon which is not the control horizon for this criteria. Again, these latter
three except the Selangor Survey are on strongly sloping topography unlikely to be waterlogged. The colour of the
piremmurhlmuptnotbeallowedtom.soﬂmthewrmgpmp. As to whether the Batu Anam series has more
than 5% plinthite, this seems to vary, the one in South Johore and Selangor may have, but not the Temerloh-Gemas
or the Second Malaysian Soils Conference.

Again, with the Malacca, Tavy, Tandak, and Durian series, the criteria of depth and percentage plinthite can be
used, followed by petric or plinthic as applicable.

To sum up, how can this class classification help us in Malaysia? Primarily, I think, by helping us to keep a
clear head when discussing soil features by calling soils by meaningful names, secondly, by directing the creation
and tighter definition of more soil series, and lastly, by directing the laboratory side of soil survey to do the sort
of determinations that help in soil classification.
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Soil Series Classified According to the Tth Appraximation

ORDER SUB ORDER GREAT SOIL GROUP SUB GROUP SERIES
Entisol Aquent Hydraquent - Kranji, Linau
Tropaquent Typic Penor
Orthent Troporthent Typic Holyrood
Lithic Bukit Lunchau
Bukit Temiang
Psamment Quartzipsamment Aquodic Jambu
Ustipsamment Typic Baging
Fluvent Tropofluvent Typic Telemong
Spodosol Aquod Placaquod Histic Gunong Padang
Humod Tropohumod Grossarenic Rudua
Ultisol Aquult Tropaquult Typic Manik, Lebock Kiat
Humult - = ?
Udult Paleudult Typic Harimau
Oxic Serdang, Jempol
Plinthic Malacca
Plinthudult Petric Durian
“Tropudult Aquic Bukit Tuku
Oxic Rengam
Plinthie Batu Anam
Dystropeptic Kamang
Oxisol Orthax Acrorthax Typic Kuantan, Kg. Kolam
Tropeptic Segamat
Eutrorthax Typic Langkawi
Haplorthax Typic Munchong, Seremban
Petric Kodiang, Chungloon
Inceptisol Aquept Tropaquept Typic Telok
Histic Briah
Vertic Selangor
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APPENDIX

Soil from Penang
o - g 2.5Y 5/2, greyish brown, sandy clay loam,
6" - 30" 10 YR 5/6, yellowish brown, clay loam, friable, merging.
30" - 40" 10 YR 6/8, brownish yellow, slightly mottled.
5 YR 5/8, yellowish red, clay, gravelly, merging.
40" - 60" (as above), but more compact, merging,
60" ~ 70" variegated 5 YR 5/8, 10 YR 6/6, mottled 2.5 YR 4/8 clay, very gravelly, firm, merging,
70" =120"  variegated 10 YR 7/4, 2.5 YR 4/4 clay, froquent concretions angular small and soft, merging.
120" - 200"

10 YR 8/3 - 7/4 angular concretions (10 YR 4/2) large soft merging,

200"+ 5 Y 8/1 large diffuse mottles 10 R 4/2.

om
" -9
w! - aoﬂ
30" - 33"
33" - 54"
54" - 150"

5 YR 5/6, yellowish red, sandy clay loam, abundant roots, abundant gravel sized c
and hard, clear. noretions rousd

2.5 YR 5/8, red, clay, few roots, abundant concretions but less than in horizon 1, Also with some
subangular soft ones, sharp to

A stone layer of tabular laterite.

2.5 YR 5/8, red, frequent motts 10 YR 7/6, clay hard consistence, few angular laterite gravel soft
mﬂl'm to v

variegated 10 YR 7/6, 10 R 5/4, the red colour being the incipient concretions which
harder as one moves up the profile, Ihepernetnpdredandyellowchugu;o
ths there is more red with a decrease in value, nhhammrmbmwm,merﬂf“t
and marks the division between the 'pallid zone' and the less weathered underlying shale,



Discussion

Moormann:

Allbrook:

Moormann:

Law:

Allbrook:

The Holyrood series, well comparable to the Thai Kohong series, should according to its
characteristics be classified as a typical Paleudult, in having low weatherable mineral
content and a poor differentiation of the A and Bt horizons, with the (weak) Bt horizon
being at considerable depth in the profile.

The place of the Holyrood suggests that soils classified as this series do in fact fall into two
different orders. viz. entisols and ultisols, and therefore points to the need of tighter soil
series classification units.

It appears to me that the omission of hardened laterite from the high levels in the classifi-
cation is relevant. Such material is inert, and basically not different from rocks and
gravels. Soft laterite is relatively easy to recognise in field surveys, the more so that
hardening can almost always be observed in roadcuts and ditches.

West Malaysian soils down to the series level were first classified according to the Tth
Approximation by Leamy. He based his scheme on criteria of soil morphology, environ-
mental conditions and analytical data. Since Leamy's proposals in 1966, more field and
laboratory information has become available and this clearly indicate that a meaningful
modification of the present scheme is not justified until more data are collected. It is in
this context that Mr. Allbrook's scheme is scrutinized. While many of the suggestions at
the order and suborder level are valid, at the lower level, particularly series level,
anomalies are quite evident.

Analytical data as demanded by the 7th Approximation should be done first before we begin
to attempt to re-classify the soils according to the 7Tth Approximation. The following
anomalies in the present paper are noted:

1) Bukit Lunchau - B. Temiang are shallow Ultisols as these are telescopic. members of
the Rengam series.

2) Jambu - on old beach ridges, therefore not aquodic.
3) Gunong Padang - cryaquod because of lower temperature ?
4) Bukit Tuku - similar to Holyrood, a Paleudult.

5) Kg Kolam - with reference to Paper 2, Session 1, these soils show a clay bulge, hence
are Ultisols.

6) Munchong - this is an intergrade between oxisols and ultisols.
7) Seremban - similar to Tavy series, hence an Ultisol.

8) Briah ferms a sequence with Selangor but occupies levees of rivers cutting into the
marine plain. Therefore, it is not normal to have a histic epipedon. As a general
comment, I would like to add that it is not sufficient to look only at a few soils and try
to fit them into the system of the 7th Appraximation. We have to look at the range of
each series and then choose the modal profiles and fit these modal profiles into the
scheme.

The purpose of this paper is to try to fit the new concepts of the 7th Appraximation to
Malayan soils, not for use as a criticism of previous papers. It is accepted that not
sufficient information is available, and pointing out these deficiencies is part of the
function of this paper.
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METHODS OF DETAIL SOIL CLASSIFICATION AND MAPPING FOR RUBBER GROWING
SOILS OF WEST MALAYSIA

by

Dr. M. M. Guha,
The Rubber Research Institute of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur,

Following provisional classification of Malayan soils at series level by OWEN (1951), only some ad hoc soil sur-
veys In selected areas were carried out (COULTER, 1956, PANTON, 1954, 1957, ete.) during the period - 1951 to 1962,

Field work for such survey for all states in West Malaysia has now been completed Reports on of the s
. many tate
already available and only a few are still awaiting publication (NG, 1968). i

While this systemati~ reconnaissance soil survey provides first national inventory of soil resources in West Malaysia
a more detailed soil map not only in a larger scale but also providing further detail of the soil characteristics for each f
mapping unit is necessary in areas where the land has already been brought to intensive agricultural use. Such a classi-
fication to suit the practical need of soil management for rubber cultivation in Malaya was developed and used, The
classification developed, the mapping procedures followed, and the progress to-date are discussed below.

CLASSIFICATION

In order to develop a method of classification which would be useful from the practical point of view of rubber
cultivation, it is first necessary: :

(a) to determine soil factors that are important for rubber cultivation,
and (b) to determine the scale of mapping.

The soil factors that are important for cultivation of rubber need be sub-divided on the basis of their effect on the growth
and yield of rubber trees. The factors that were considered to be relevant from this point of view, but are not included
in the basic criteria for defining a soil series, are as follows:-

(a) Texture of surface soil

(b) Depth of soil up to parent material

(¢) Slope of the land

(d) Drainage

(e) Occurrence of hard-pan or lateritic layer within the soil profile which is not easily
penetratable by rubber roots.

While the factor (a) - variation in texture of surface soil - is taken into consideration for sub-dividing a soil series
at type levels, all the other factors (b) to (e) are considered for sub-dividing a soil type at phase level, For soil type
classification, the normal textural class names with their meanings as defined in the U,S.D,A. Soil Survey Manual No, 18
(1962) are used, For phase classification, the sub-divisions of drainage and slope factors are similar to those given in
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Soil Survey Manual, while the sub~divisions of depth of soil to parent material and
depth of hard-pan or lateritic layer within solum are devised in accordance with the rooting system of rubber trees.

The sub-divisions that were finally accepted for the above factors are shown below,

Phase differentiation based on Depth of Soil up to parent material.

Class A Very shallow less than 10"
Class B Shallow between 10" - 20"
Class C Moderately shallow between 20" ~ 30"
Class D Moderately deep between 30" - 40"
Class E Deep between 40" - 50"
Class F Very deep more than 50"

Phase differentiation based on slope of land

Class A level to nearly level terrain 0 - 3% slope
Class B gently sloping to undulating terrain 3 -8%
Class C sloping to rolling terrain g-16%
Class D moderately steep to hilly terrain 16 - 30% »
Class E steep terrain 30 - 65% A
Class F very steep terrain above 65%




Phase differentiation based on drainage conditions of soil

Class A Poorly drained )

Class B Imperfectly or somewhat poorly drained )

Class C Moderately well drained )

Class D Well drained ) as defined in Soil Survey Manual, USDA.
Class E Somewhat excessively drained )

Class F Excessively drained )

Phase differentiation based on occurrence of hard-pan or lateritic layer within the solum which is not eially penetrable
by rubber roots

High laterite phase A |1
Medium laterite phase 20" - B0
Low laterite phase More than 50"

Sub-division of soil series to type and then to phase levels were then made by combination of the above classes of
factors to obtain a soil mapping unit, A particular soll series may be uniform with respect to any of the above factors
for type or phase level consideration. Combination by groupings of that factor in obtaining a soil mapping unit then be-
comes unnecessary. For example, Selangor series soil, which always occurs within 0 to 3 percent slope class but have
variable drainage and depth of solum up to parent material, has to be classified into phase level according to soil depth
and drainage only, but not according to slope. For Kuantan and Segamat series, on the other hand, depth of soil is al-
most always more than 50 inches and drainage is uniform, being ""well-drained", but slope is variable between the four
slope classes covering from 0 to 30 percent slope. Phase classification of these soils therefore should be on the basis
of slope of soil only; no phase classification on the basis of drainage or depth of soil is required.

No phase classification on the basis of degree of erosion has yet been worked out, although it is recognised that in
some soil areas, like Serdang and Malacca series, considerable amount of sheet erosion has taken place. This is mainly
because of the difficulty in measuring the degree of sheet erosion accurately. However, this is being looked into; and
when a satisfactory system of measurement of the degree of erosion at least for the more erodible soils are worked out,
phase classification on the basis of degree of erosion will be introduced.

In obtaining the name of the soil mapping unit, the series name is given first, followed by type (giving the textural
class name for the surface soil), and then the class of factor or factors for the phase differentiation. For example,
"Rengam sandy clay, 20 to 50 inches deep, 8 to 16 percent slope" is a complete name of a soil mapping unit,

For the above classification to be practically workable, it is important that the series description is rigidly defined.
For this purpose, the limits of the range of morphological characteristics of a soil profile below the plough depth that is
allowed within a series is to be so defined as to relate with the crop performance. Variations that are likely to affect the
growth of rubber trees cannot be put under the same series name, as these will not differentiate soils which have different
agronomic values. The variations that would not affect the growth of trees may however remain separated under different
series names, if this is required from the pedogenic point of view. »

In West Malaysia, soil depth has sometimes been taken as a criterion to differentiate soils at series level, although
the profile characteristics other than depth of soil were similar. For example, the shallow phase of Serdang series soil
has been named as Kedah series (OWEN, 1951). In view of the above phase classification on the basis of depth of soil,
the Kedah series should now be classified as shallow phase of Serdang series.

MAPPING

The scale used for mapping the soils at phase level was 5 inches to a mile or 1 ; 12,500, On this scale, 1 sq. inch
of the map represents about 25 acres. This scale was considered suitable in view of the size of the fields or the units of
management which normally vary between 20 and 40 acres.

Field mapping is carried out using enlarged topographical sheets pub'lnhed by the Survey Department as base maps.
Only the areas under rubber within a toposheet are mapped as shown by a completed sheet No.94(a) (Kepong) in Selangor
(only one copy presented at the Conference).

Soil profiles up to a depth of about 5 feet are examined at the rate of one profile for every 100 acres, to ensure the
classification at soil series level., Determination of boundary at type level is carried out by auger examination for the
texture of surface soil up to plough depth or 0 - 9 inches. Phase differentiation with respect to depth of soil, drainage
condition and occurrence of hard-pan or lateritic layer is carried out by a combination of profile examination up to 5 feet
depth as described above, by occasionally digging shallow profiles up to 2 feet depth or by using auger. For phase diff-
erentitt;on with respect to slope of land, the contour lines in the toposheets and stereo interpretation of aerial topographs
are used,

PROGRESS

It is estimated that about 80 toposheets (1 : 25,000 toposheets published by the Survey Department) will cover almost
90 percent of the total acreage of 4.3 million acres of rubber in West Malaysia. The index to soil maps of the rubber
growing areas of Johore (only one copy presented at the Conference) shows that about 20 toposheets cover most of the
rubber growing areas in Johore. So far, detail soil survey to cover the rubber growing areas of 6 toposheets in Johore
and 3 toposheets in Selangor, or about 200,000 acres in all has been completed,
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Discussion
Law Wei Min:

Guha:

Moormann:

Guha:

Andriesse:

Guha:

Ashworth:

Mal. Agric. Journ. 40, p. 19,

Soil Survey Manual; U.8.D.A. Agricultural Handbook No. 18,

You use as name for your mapping unit e.g. 'Rengam sandy clay 20 to 50 inches deep, B to 16 percent
slope' I would suggest that instead of using such an unwieldy name use is made of the symbols you al-
ready introduced, but with slight modifications in the symbols chosen. Use a capital letter for the depth
classes, roman letter for your type of land and perhaps a small letter for the drainage conditions. The
name would then become: Rengam sandy clay followed by the appropriate symbols,

1 did not explain the symbols used in our detailed mapping of the rubber growing soils. What we actually
do is to use a symbol for each soil mapping unit. The series name is abbreviated with the important
letters in its name and written as capital alphabets. This is followed by a small alphabet, from a - z
(where necessary this can be further increased in number such as 2a to 2z etc.), to symbolise all soil
mapping units at phase level, In the map, the symbols like RGMd or RGM2d represent the soil mapping
units, These symbols are explained fully in the legend by giving the full phase characteristics of the
soil mapping unit. For example, RGM3c represents Rengam sandy clay, 20 to 50 inches deep and 30

to 65% slope.

The suggestion is to use phases as and when required for the specific purpose (in this case rubber
growing). Hence, one should introduce phases only when relevant for the specified purpose. This would
make the system less top-heavy and 'mechanic’. It is not necessary for every series to have depth
phases or drainage phases, this depends on the nature of the series and you can drop drainage phase

if the drainage conditions within the series do not vary, but you can make depth phases if this property
varies within the series. I would also like to suggest to change the name soil type into soil phase since
in the 7th Approximation the name soil type has been dropped.

If there is general agreement that 7th Approximation will be followed in this respect, the name 'soil
type' can easily be dropped from our system.

As pointed out by Dr. Moormann, we do find that some characteristics at the phase level of classifi-
cation may not be important with respect to a particular soil series, and it should therefore be dropped
from consideration while making mapping units at phase level for that particular series. In my paper,

I have made reference to a few of such cases, For example, a slope classification is not important

in the Selangor Series soils as it invariably occurs on land with less than 3 percent slope

We also find it important that the characteristics of a series, which should be easily recognised either
by field or laboratory examination, must be rigidly defined and fixed. If texture etc. of a soil differs
substantially so as to affect the growth or yield of rubber, this feature needs to be differentiated at
series level. On the other hand, if soils of two different series differentiated on pedological grounds,
behave similarly with respect to the growth and yield of rubber, they can still remain separate and

be mapped separately. Both soils however, would receive similar recommendation with regard to

cultural and fertiliser practices.

Before starting on this project, did you have any indications on the relative importance of the factors
you distinguish for phase differentiation for series with reference to rubber growing?

Yes, e.g. depth. We found that 80% of the feeding roots of rubber are within the top 12 inches; but a
depth of about 4 feet of soil is required for the trunk root to give anchorage to the tree, Otherwise
the tree may be uprooted by wind, as is often the case with some of the lateritic soils where all the
roots are in the topsoil. These judgements are used both in selecting the factors as well as in grading

or classifying them.

1 note you do not use subsoil texture in your classifications. Is subsoil texture irrelevant to the growth
of rubber ?



Law Wei Min:

Subsoil texture is a primary characteristic of a series. If the subsoil texture varies within a series,
we first see whether that variability can be allowed without affecting the growth of rubber. If it changes
enough to affect the growth of rubber, then we make separate series,

Consideration on topsoil texture is however different. Topsoil texture may depend upon factors like
cultivation practice etc, Therefore, it is not considered in the classification at a series level.

Dr. Guha is in a fortunate position in that he is dealing with only one crop and a detailed specific sys-
tem as he is presenting is then possible,

Soil Surveyors are in the unfortunate position where they have to deal with the possibility of growing
a wide range of crops and therefore the characteristics cannot be chosen which such a specific pur-
pose in mind, When doing detailed soil mapping for e.g. an Oil Palm Scheme and considering ferti-
liser recommendations we do map phase of the Rengam Series e.g. Rengam Series, sandy clay and
Rengam, coarse sandy clay loam. Such texture differences effect oil palm growing.

Textural differences become very significant for the growth of rubber at certain textural ranges. For
example, in the range of sand - loamy sand - sandy loam, slight differences in texture effect the tree.
But in the textural range of clay loam - clay, the textural differences are not that important, but
structural differences become more important. These factors are borne in mind in classifying soils
for detailed mapping.

Could you comment on whether chemical nutrient status has a place in your detailed soil classification ?

Assuming that our analytical techniques will improve, do you think it possible that we will be able to
put phases of series into different fertility levels and do you think that this could then be projected
into the phase ?

Most classifications to date in Malaysia are based on physical characteristics only., But should it be
found that soils with similar physical characteristics have significantly different chemical composition
which affects the performance of the crop, chemical tests and values may be used for classification

at phase level. At present it is difficult though may be desirable. With the improvement of analytical
techniques this may become possible,
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SOIL CORRE LATION

SESSION ON SOIL CORRELATION

Introduction by Dr., F.R. Moormann

T'am flattered, Mr, Chairman, to have been asked to introduce this subject although, having only been asked yesterday,
T'have had little time to think about the matter. It is all the more difficult because soil correlation is not a well-defined sub-
ject, No one has yet put out a handbook saying how it should be tackled. 1 propose, therefore, just to give you a few of the
factors involved which I consider important.

your methods of field description and analysis, whether at the series or any other categorical level. The surveys themselves
cannot be standardise because this will depend on the techniques used but it is essential to unify the methods of describing
the units,

At this Conference the Subcommittee on Standardisation of Analytical Methods has presented a paper of recommendations.
Already, therefore, you have taken a very important step. Another important advance, in West Malaysia at least, is the
Soil Survey Manual for Malayan Conditions produced by Leamy and Panton. This gives descriptions of the main series and,
although not complete, is something on which to build, Now you must all agree on which system of profile description you
are going to use, what diagnostic characteristics you are going to take to distinguish between units, and so forth, and that
must be adhered to,

In other words, if you decide that you are going to use the Malayan manual then even if you find the manual at fault in
certain respects you must not alter it at your convenience, This is particularly important when you get technical assistance
from outside Malaysia, from Canada, New Zealand, and so forth, When any outside team arrives they must first be told
that this is our system of horizon nomenclature, texture descriptions and so on, and they must follow it. At the national
level it is essential to impose these conditions. For colour, for example, the Munsell Chart is used by all concerned and
not the Japanese or French charts. You are not necessarily saying that that is the best, although you obviously try to get
the best, but that you have chosen that one and you are all using that one. If, then, you send assistants abroad for training,
don't let them use a different system when they return just because they have been trained in it.

This point is very important in soil correlation. Without such standardisation no one knows what the other man is
talking about.

Young soil surveyors will invariably point out that they do not have the experience to describe a soil really well, so it
is necessary for the older and more experienced surveyors to explain to them in the field that this is a B horizon and that
an A horizon, and so on. You should hold frequent group meetings or seminars to train your young surveyors and exchange
them between various areas and this must be a continuing process. :

A second point I would make is that Malaysia appears to me to be small enough that you should eventually be able to
say for example, that this is a Rengam series and everybody knows what Rengam series is. For this purpose you might
think of introducing a system of standard representative profiles. All the soil surveyors, and particularly the senior ones,
have in their mind an impression of what a Rengam series is and their impressions are very close together, You should
pick out a Rengam in a fairly accessible site and make that a reference site for the series. You do not need to do this for
all your series at once. Start with the more extensive ones. At the reference site you then make a detailed profile deserip-
tion or, better still, get all the senior surveyors to make detailed descriptions at the same site. You also send samples
from the site to the various laboratories involved so that a fairly good picture of the series can be obtained. From these
data you can make a standard soil profile description of your central concept for that series,

You may also consider making monoliths from the representative sites and sending these to other areas in which the
series occurs. You can also keep the site in mind so that whenever you have a new intake of assistants you can take them
there and say that this is a Rengam, knowing that everyone has agreed on it. In Thailand or Vietnam, even without cons~
ciously thinking about it, I have always tended to take new assistants or visitors to sites at which the series classification
is well-established and there need be no discussion about it, This system of representative profiles can be refined and, if
any conflict arises, you can always go back with the conflicting parties to the type site,

A third point is with regard to the mechanism of correlation, Althoygh I am a democrat at heart I consider correlating
is, of necessity, a distatorial business. One man - and usually the best man - should make the final decision on whether a
new mapping unit should he a series and, if so, what name it should have. This does not mean that this man has to have
personally recognised that soil in the field but he must be the one to take the final responsibility for naming it or at least give
his signature to the final name-giving, In the United States, where soil correlation is quite a business due to the size of the
country; they have a kind of pyramid system, Every State has a correlator who has the final say at that level in the initial
naming or defining of a series. Above him is a regional correlator who covers, say our States so that one can get inter-
state exchange and see where the series goes to when it crosses a State boundary., Above this man is a senior correlator
responsible for broader national areas: the Northeast, the South, the Great Plains, the West Coast, and so on and then right
at the top in Washington is the man who makes the final decision, Of course, with 7,000 series established, this man cannot
know them all personally but he has the final dictator's power over the whole pyramid.



As I see it, Malaysia should have this sort of system and there should be a senior soil correlator at the Federal level.
This system implies a few things. If and when a new survey is started by junior or senior personnel they are forced to use
the existing framework of series (the critical descriptions of your series and their permissable variations, which I have
already discussed). Now if the surveyor finds something which he says does not fit into the series framework which has been
set up, he must not be allowed to set this soil up as a new series, for two reasons. Firstly, the soil may have already been
mapped in another area and, especially if he is a junior man, he may not know this. Secondly, his new soil may be of such
small importance that you may want to call it a variant rather than a series. In mountainous terrain, in particular, there
are always many small variations, particularly in the alluvials, reflecting the variety of the parent materials, To cope with
these differences you might establish a thousand series but as their area extend is so small, this is not necessary.

The field man, therefore, does the survey using the series classification which is already established. If something
apparently new occurs, I suggest that they map it as an unnamed unit, Do not even give it a name as, once the unit is named,
the name tends to stick, In Thailand we use numbers, Ul, U2, etc, the 'U' standing for unnamed. At this point your senior
correlator takes over. The surveyor says that here are the soils which he cannot classify according to the standardised le-
gend he has been given (or by his understanding of that legend). The correlator will then go into the field and, in many cases,
will say that the soil in question is such-and-such a series or is close enough to it to be included within its range. On the
other hand the correlator may decide that it is a different soil from those covered by the established classification. In that
case, if the soil is sufficiently extensive, then he will give it a provisional name, In Thailand we require that the series be
found consistently in two separate areas before we give it a permanent national series name. You may consider it a step
system: unnamed mapping unit, provisional series, established series. This system works very well in Thailand and by
and large we know what we are speaking about. At the present time there are 120 definite series, about 40 or 50 provisional
ones which are used in ad hoc surveys but will probably never become established and quite a number of local unnamed
variations.

One final word of warning. Correlation is not a job on which you can put a time-limit. What we do in this respect now
is only the best we can do with our present knowledge. If someone like Dr. Guha comes along with evidence that a certain
series does not hold together, that we need other limits and so forth, then we must make a new series separation. This
brings a whole new problem of correlation and thus the whole thing is in a continual state of flux. Therefore, for your key
man, the correlator, it is no use having somebody who is doing the job for only one or two years. It is a fixed and long-
term profession. The man should do it for his whole life.

This is certainly not a complete picture but these are some of the points you have to bear in mind, I hope they will be
of value to you.

Qgguss ion

Thomas: In one of our correlation subcommittee meetings during the last Conference we did discuss the points which
Dr. Moormann has raised. I do think that the ideal situation would be to have a unified official soil survey
organisation within Malaysia but such a decision is, of course, way above our heads,

Moormann: 1 do not think this is possible because you will also have outside organisations, such as Hunting Technical
Services, Lockwoods, and so on, coming in to do survey work. What you should insist on is that the final
naming of soils and defining of units, even by these outside groups should be done through the soil survey
organisation or at least through the soil correlator, and this is where the correlator comes in, Otherwise
you are in a mess. In Thailand we have flatly refused to recognise any series which we have not seen our-
selves and agreed on the name. This is a very important point. Anyone can do the survey but they must
adhere to these rules and submit themselves to your little dictator, the soil correlator,

Thomas: What you have just said was one of the recommendations of our first meeting held in 1964, Soil naming was
to be the responsibility of the individual Government soil survey organisations. I do not know how this works
out in West Malaysia.

Law: As far as naming series is concerned, there is only one group of outsiders which does not adhere to this
and they have been naming soils right and left without describing them. We are, however, moving in the
right direction now. The final name is left to me to choose. If the area covered by a particular soil is very
small we do not give it a special name.

Andriesse: This may be only my personal view as I have not had much time during the Conference to discuss it with my
colleague Mr. Scott but I could not agree more with Dr. Moormann that soil correlation work in Malaysia
should be left in the hands of one man who should go around the whole of Malaysia and that we, in the various
States, should just have people who would be responsible for getting together the information he needs and
for showing him around, rather than setting up a subcommittee for correlation, It is impossible for any
member of a committee to know all the soils within Malaysia. He knows his own soils of course but they may
be only of small importance from a national point of view. One of our main soil series in Sarawak may cover

committee on correlation at the moment but mainly to make recommendations to Federal Government re-
garding the establishment of a correlator for the whole of Malaysia as part of the Development Plan. As
things are at present I do not think we are likely to end up anywhere. Apart from this, there are a number
of expatriate surveyors working in the various States and who do not have a permanent future here. We have
accumulated some experience over the years but once we have left who is going to take over ? There should

be one man, preferably one who is going to stay here, who can ace ; :
quired for soil correlating. ’ umulate all this knowledge which is re
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Thomas:

Andriesse:

Ng:

Andriesse:

I would suggest that Mr. Andriesse's suggestion be put forward as a formal recommendation from the Con-
ference.

We should even be prepared to name soils the same if certain soils in East and West Malaysia are proved to
be the same. We should not be too nationalistic about such naming and be prepared to discard names if there
is something better to put in their - It is further suggested that the correlation subcommittee which will
be meeting tonight discuss this proposal and work out the details of the mechanics of correlation,

I would like to emphasise that while soil correlation work should be on a national basis soil survey should
not necessarily be so at this stage,
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