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I, INTRODUCTION

Among the long-term objectives for increasing the role of egri-
culture in the overall growth pattern of the economy, stress is laid in the
First Maleysia Plan on the need for an accelerated expansion of output end
employment in the agricultural sector by increasing the land area under
cultivetion, and the largest allocation of public resources in the agri-
cultural sector during the First Malaysia Plan period is for land development,

Tt is eptimated that at least 65,000 families need to be settled
on newly opened land in Malaya by the end of 1970, and to meet this need
about 400,000 to 450,000 acres will have to be opened up. These figures can
be contrasted with the figure of 12,000 femilies settled on 145,000 acres in
FIDA schemes during the Second Mslayen Plan period, and possibly a gimilar
acreage »f land for a rather lerger number of femilies settled under various
State Government schemes during the same period. This comparison gives a
measure of the increase in the rate of land development which must take place
in the near future if the plan objectives are to be attalned. '

In Malaya, the FIDA will develop an additional 32,000 acres on
existing schemeg and initiate new schemes covering 105,000 acres during the
First Malaysia Plan period. The emphasis will be on cil palm, and 99,000
of the total 137,000 acres will be opened up to this crop, with the remainder
plented to rubber,

The land development programme also calls for 150,000 acres to be
opened up by other Government land settlement schemes, including those for
controlled alienation, while in addition land will be opened up through fringe
alienation in order to supplement the acreages of those of the rural community
who have insufficient land.

Tt is hoped that with the liberalization of State land alienation
policies, permitting alienation to private companies, private cstates develop-
ment will meet the remaining need for new land settlement over the five year
period,

Large arcas of potential agricultural land occur in Malays, and it
is estimated that there are approximeately 9,400,000 acres of such land, Of
course, not all of this land could in practice be developed for asgricultural
purposes, as much of it will be required for other purposes including mining
and urban development while other areas, such ag deep peat swamps may be of
very limited suitability at the present time end are likely to remain unculti-
vated for many years to come, Furthermore, mch of the lend in the potential
agricultural use category is already gezetted for alternative use purposes,
mainly as forest and game reserves, while the areas categorised as State land,
which are the sreas theoretically available for agricultural development
without serious confliet with other pre~determined use purposes, are unevenly
szi‘bered over the country, and are often situated fer from existing access
routes.

Nevertheless, with careful site selection it should be possible to
mect the predicted needs at least until the end of the present century. With
careful national and regional planning it should be possible to meet the needs
during the current five-yeer plan period largely from existing areas of Steate
lend, thus causing the least disturbance to the existing pattern of reserves,

During the Second Malsysia Plen period and subsequently greater
inroads will have to be mede in certain gazetted reserves for purposes of
agriculturael development, if the maximum use of the land resources within
a sound conservation context is to be attained, This will imply the acceptance
of a realistic land use policy and the application of this policy through
the medium of comprehensive regional land use plens,
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It is alroady apparent that the land capability maps, which
arc presontly being assemblod, will provide an appropriate aid to
dovelopment planning of this nature, and the complotion of & land
capability classification cover for the States of Malaya is a priority
objective of the First Malaysia Plan., It is hopod that this cover will
be available for all distriets in the States of Malaya by the middle of
1969.

During the interim poriod pending the completion of tho land
capability classifioation programme, tho seloction of arcas for immediate
development must nocessarily be made in a rather ad hoc manner, owing to
the inadoquacy of the natural rosource data at a national, and often even
at a state or district, lovol.

This papor reviews the existing data on land availability and
attompts to list some of tho arcas in which agricultural dovelopment might
appropriately be located during the interinm poriod, and particularly
during the current 12 month period from the date of publication of this
roport.

Tho arcas sclected as suitable for sottloment and agrieultural
development have been chosen mainly from State land and Malay roscrve
aroas, on tho basis of physical suitability, including accoss, and tho
list has beon proparcd as an aid to discussion and planning for developmont.
and is in no sense intended to bo final, Plang may alrcady be in hand
for developing some of these arcas, while other equally good arcas may
have boen omittod owing to inaccurato or inmadoquate data, The list has
beon prepared primarily from federal sources of information,

Any dovelopmont which may take place ir the arcas suggested is
of course condivional on the accoptance of the proposals by the Stato
Govornments, who arc the authoritios ultimately responsible for allocation
of the land in question.

factors in Soloction

Frobloms of site suitability for cultivation arc mainly depondent
on climtic, topographic, soil, and drainapgo conditions but probloms of
land availability in rolationship to othor use purposes, and problems of
&ccess arc of oqual importance in solecting land for agricultural
development ,

Clizato

Climatic conditions influence the suitability for crop growth
from ono part of Malaya to anothor, and tho normal range of tropical crops
arc scldom found growing above the 1,000 foot contour. In placos tho
climate in tho lowlands can bo considored marginal for crops such as cocoa.,
sugar cano or oil palm owing oither to the unsatisfactory naturo of the
soagonal rainfall pattern or to the crmmel figure- being outside the
normal rango of tolerance for tho particular crope Rainfall and other
climatic data arc very ofton inadoquato for making crop reccommondations in
thosc arcas wherc agriculturel development potontials aro groatost, owing
to the lack of oxisting rainfall stations in tho undoveloped and sparscly
populated regions,

Lopography

Over 43% of Malaya is known to be too stocply sloping and mountaino
for oxtensive agricultural development, and most of this land oecurs in
the northorn part of the country and particularly in tho Statos of Forak,
Pahang, Kclantan, Trongpanu and Solangor, While mapping standards are
high, and the map coveragoe is good compared with neighbouring countrics,
contour maps on & scalo of ono inch to a mile showing accurato
dotails of tho topography still remain to be published
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for esbout 16% of the country. The gap occurs meinly in the undeveloped
areas, which inerecases the difficulty of site selection in meny of
the places where the opportunitics for development may be grestest,

Soil

Soil type is extremly verisble throughout Malaya, and the
soils vary from high%y fortilc to very infertile, A soil suited to
onc crop is not necesserily suited to enother, and no crop con compete
with rubber in respeet of its renge of soil suitebility under Malayan
conditions, The differing soils tolersnce of the alternative crops to
rubber therefore rogtricts the arca over which these crops can be
grown, Soll surveys, of a reconnsissance neture, have now been
completed for approximately 7€% of Melaya. However, the biggest
unsurveyed arce is in Pahang where the conditions over large aress
of forest 1lend arc otherwise suitsbie for extensive agriculturel
development, and where the opportunities for settloment are therefore
likely to be grcetest,

The availsble soil meps are termed schemsatic-reconnaissesnce
maps, and these maps, while very useful for enswering questions of
broad soil suitebility, are not sufficicntly detailed for large sceale
agriculturel development planning purposes, and need to be augmented
by more detailed reconnaissance soil maps in specific development
arcas.,

Drainage

Watertsble conditions make eertsin arcag of soil T
unsatisfactory for agricultursl development, particulerly in the
coestal regions, Large areas of peat angd mangrove swemp covering
parts of the coastal plains along the west cosst are oo low~lying
or otlerwise unsuiteble for drainege and sgricultural development,
while large arcas of coestrl sand along the enst coast restrict
ngriculturel development owing to the free draining nature of the soil
the great depth to the watertable, and the low level of inherent
fertility,

scquisition

In addition to the problem of site suitability which
depends on the natursl conditions, as explained above, there ere
problems of sequisition which stem from the lond slicnation and
gozettoment pattern which hes been estrblished in the course of time,
In addition to the areas of alienated land, which has been loascd for
egriculturel, mining, and urbemn dovelopment purposes, and which
cover about 26% of the country, opproximately a further 30% hes beon
gozetted for various types of reservation, Such areeg include forest
reserves, which cover more than 26% of the country, whilec the
remainder comprise meinly geme reserves and nationsl parks. These
reserves are often situpeted on areas of high quality soil which are
eminently suiteble for sgricultural development, While re~ollocetion
of certein of these reserves for sgricultural development purposes ig
poseible 1t has not been a common oceurrence in the past, but the
increesing nced for sgricultursl lend in recent years hes emphesised
the unsatisfectory position of meny of these reserves with respect
to a rotionsl future land use pattern,

It is not suggested thet an immediate change-over from
forest to ngriculturc is nocessery in these reserves, but a gredual
transfer is certainly desirable in Some preas, and such a
realignment ic allowed for in the Interim Forest Policy Paper which
has recently been prepared, Alterations to the existing gezettement
pattern will however only be cerried out after a thorough study hes
been mede of the rcgional resource potentisls over the arca in
question, Such studies, known in Melaya as 1land capbility classification
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studies, are being systematically undertoken during the current
five-yeer planning period,

In addition to indiceting the arcas of gazetted leand
which could be profitably developed for agriculture, or mining, these
classificetion studies will slso indicate the areas which are not
gazetted for roserve purposes at the present time end which could be
better ugsed for such purpocces, rether than utilised for sgriculture,
Until the results of a lend capabllity classificetion study are
aveileble it would however be inappropristc to de=gezelte large arens
of forcet or other reserve, end for this rceson large scale agricultural
development will bf nccessity have to take place meinly in the
available areas of State land, at least during the early years of the
First Malgysia Plen.

Game rescrves are prineipally situasted in northeast
Paheng end in Johorc, The Johore reserves in particular eontain
large arcas of lend suiteble for sgriculture, end a policy which
includes provigion for relating game reserve boundarics to the
resource potentislities in the surrounding ereas, similer to that
elready proposcd for forcst reserves, is desirable, In the moantime
it would be advissble if large scale acquisition of any arca in
forest or game reserve for egricultural dovelopment was only mede in
conformity with a carefully prepered regionel development plen,

The problems of site sclection for agricultural development
are further complicatcd by the fact thet many arcas of State land
end forest reserves need to bo worked for timber prior to cleering
and planting, Becauso of this requirement, a neriod of postponement
running into years mgy be occasioned in some of the large development
regions. In other arces the forest may be undergoing a cycle of
selective regeneration following initisl forest exploitetion and the
heavy finencinl outlay involved must be written off if the lend is
acquired for ggriculture before the cycle is complete,

Malay reserves are not uncommon in certain States, and
these arcas further restrict the availability of lend for certain
types of agricultural development, dborigine reserves are less
oxtensive but cen present similar if not more severe problams,

Illegal cultivation is widespreed in cortain arcas, and
this acts as a further brake on extensive agricyltural devclopment,
perticularly in the cese of FIDA type schemes and other mesns of

development involving a high degree of centrelised control, where the
presence of illegal cultivators may only be discovercd after pleng
for development arc well advanced,

heccess

Roed access prosents serious problems in many potential
agricultural arces, as the existing road system mainly serves the
developed regions of the country, Mgricultural development during the
past ten years has been meinly confincd to thoge apeas eitusted
within a few miles of the existing road system, and roads constructed

distancos from the existing roads, Very little land suiteble for
egricultural development now remaing undeveloped in the neighbourhood
of the present road system, and new rural roads are necded specifically
to give accecss into most @eas where large agricultural devclopment
potentialitiecs exist, Modium length roads, up to ten miles long

will suffice in some areas but many of the arces with the greatest
agricultural potentials could be opened up only if major highways

are congtructed,
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Possible Land Development kre

From o comparison of the data on natural resourccs prepared
by federal survey organisations with that for land olienation end
gozettement which arc eveileble from State Survey and Land Office
sources, facilitated by the use of criterin established for purposes of
land cepebility clessification mepping, it is possible to sclect
arees in which immcdiate development opportunitics for agricultural
settlement schemes are greatest, end in the following peragraphs such
an assesement is mede on a State by Steote bosis,

The reference sources used include Land Capability
Clagsification reports for four districts in Pahang and certain items
of resource contributory deta for the remeining four districts, while
for the remaining States the reference sources consulted include
topographic meps, Rod Book doevelopment maps and soil survey reports,
supplemented by personal knowledge ond verbel. inquiry,

1. PAHANG

The cvidence idicates thet Pshang hes the grectest

agricul turel development potential of any State in Malaya, This
potential occurs almost entirely in the lowlend arcns in the south,
centre ond northwest of the State, while the mountain renges of the
northest and west, and the swamps along the cast coast possess
negligible potentials., This potential is unevenly spreed over the

eight administrative districte, with Temerloh end Peken districts
having the greatest areas of wnutiliscd potential agricultural land?
and with Cemeron Highlands at the other extreme. To deto land capbility
classificstion studies have been completed for Kuantan, Bentong,
Temerloh and Pckan districts and in consecquence the most precise date
<or ggricultural development opportunties ore sveilsble for these

four districts. The prospects for cech of these districts is considered
belows -

Kuanten district

This district is known to prosent very considersble
opportunities for agricultural development mainly towerds the
southwestern border snd in the east-centrel section, while the north
ond centre is occupied by steeply sloping mountein ranges which are
definitely unsuiteble for egricultural settlement and development,
The southoast end northesst corncrs of the district consist meinly of
swemps which are not suitsble for sgriculture. The cast-west highway
(Route II) provides main roed accoss to much of this lend, while the
Kuant en-Sungei Lembing road also provides useful access to other arces
having a promising potential, These two roads provide access to at
least four areas of State lend in which agricultural development
could be initiated witheout any delay occasioned by the ncod for maj or
road construetion works, or by the posgibility of conflict with other
resource=use interests and the following areas appear eminently
suitrble for such development,

(1) Former Bukit Goh Forest Reserve

Situated & fow miles to the northwest of Kuantan, this
ereay which conteins particularly rich Chengel forest, wes soil surveyed
several years ago, end found to .contein a high proportion of good
solls which werc considercd suiteble for diversification sgriculture,
end later the rcserve was de=gozetted and a small crop testing station
was set up by the Department of Agriculture on a rosprogentetive goil
type near the contre of the former reserve, dn observotional bloek
pf oil palm was plented on this small agricultural station, snd the
subsoquent growth of this block hne been ontirely sotisfactory, so that
the lgricultural Department is now able to recommend the areas of better
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80il in this former reserve for ext.nsive cwltivation with oi31 paln,
Perts of the grea have in recent years been opened up to forest
exploitation, and these blocks are now well suited for immedi ate
alienation and cultivation with crops other than rubber,

The erea is bounded on the southwest side by the Sungei
Lembing road and on the east by a number of estates which have a good
connecting road system, Forost reserves ocour on the north and
southeast, forest extraction routos already extended from tho existing
roads into the arca and with minor improvements these forest tracks
could most probably be utilised for agricultural development purposes,
iyentually a through road running across the centres of the arca of
high quality soil, gnd Joining the Sungei Lembing road near the eighth
mile with the estate road system on the cast ncar the Jabor valley ond
the Jeram Kuantan Egtate boundary, would sppear to be a logicel
development which could leed to settlement and agricultural development
over some 10,000 acrcs, |

(2) &n spee between the Sunpei Lembinz Road end Route IT

There is a large 18,000 acre area of State lend between the
Gambang-Kuantan roed (Route II) and the Sungei Lembing-Kuentsn road,
end lying to the ecast of the eastern boundary of the Berkelsh Forest
Reserve which contains soils having a high potentiel for ggricultural
development. Soil survey data indiestes that these soils are likely
to be well suited to oil pelm cultivation, Initial development could
be commenced from the Sungei Lembing road, while a guitsble access
route for the entire srea could be constructcd later to join the
Gembang-Kuenten road from about the thirteenth mile (in the region of
Gembang Egtate, about a mile to the cest of Bukit Sulai) with the
Sungei Lembing rosd near Tong Ah or Kuren Estates, and aligned to run
through the centre of the fortile soil area,

In drawing up deteiled development plans for this area
considerotion should be given to the possibility of establishing a
firm alienation limit for sgricultural development on the west side
of the arcas, where the terrain is steep and mountainous, end thig
could be conveniently realised by establishing an extension to the
Berkelah Forest Reserve, The castern boundery of the extension could
convenicntly be run from Sungei Charu, about one mile upstrecam from
Nada E.tate, across the Sungei Panching, to the present northcast
corner of the Berkclah Rserve., The castern alicnetion limit should
coincide with the boundary of the poorer soils which merk the edge of
the notorious Paya Besar srea swamp,

(3) Sungei Pohoi

The land capebility mep for Kuanten district shows an area
of good soil immediately south of the main Kuanten=Maron road between
tho third end tenth milestones west of Gambang, The western part of
this area is gazetted as a Malay reserve while the eastern ang southern
portions are classificd es State land, Tho apeas is bounded on the
cast, south and southwest by the Lepar Forcst Resorve, which is also
the Peken distriet boundery. The area is dissccted by the Sungei Pohoi,

heeess from the mein road into the area would present few
problems, but unfortunately, this arcs does not contein soils of such a
high quelity rating as the previous two freos and preliminary soil
survey data indicates that rubber would bo a séfep crop throughout
most of this arca than alternstives such as oil palm, The topography
is also rather steeper and more broken, particularly in the northern
part of the Mglgy reserve, while the percentage of swemp is higher,
and this could increase the difficultios of the developer, About
8,000 acres of aveilsble land are belleved to occur in thig arca,
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(4) Sungei Iepar Valley

The occurrence of soils of sbove evergge quelity in the
Sungei Lepar Valley has been noted by staff of the sgriculture Deiartmont,
who have undertecken soil surveys in this arces in rocent years, (
report entitled !'Schematic~Reconnaissence Soil Survey of the Lepar
Valley in the northeast Pshang! by Mr, D, Libby published in 1964,
describes and gives deteils of the soil distribution pattern). The
arca of good soil extends in a northwesterly direction up the valley
and continuecs into Jersntut district further to the northwest, It
is conserveatively estimatcd that at least 80,000 ecres of this soil,
prosently covered by forcst, and suiteble for agricultural development
occur in this grea,

becess into the velley is difficult but this should not
preclude initial development from the southern end, No vehicular tracks
penetrate for any distence northwards from the mein road (Route II),
with the single exception of a jeep track, about ten miles long, which
lcads to g small prospecting camp near the foot of the limestone
cliffs situated near the southwestern cntrance to the valley, The
gouthern part of this track rung .through Pckan district territory, and
mey efford sotisfactory access for intitial egricultural daevelopment
in the extreme southwestern end of the valley, which liecs partly in
Pckan district and mostly in Kuanten district, but a more pcrmanent
access route might profitably be constructed from the vicinity of
Kempong Paya Bungor, and leading up the velley a mile or two in from
the western benk of the Sungei Lepar,

This road might eventuglly be extended to join with the
Jerantut-Meran road in the vieinity of the Sungei Tekam Forest Reserve,
on the northern side of the Jongka riengle development arca Such
a road would be over forty milcs long, but is not immediately necessary
and only a fow miles would nced to be complcted in the first instence
to provide sccces to some 10-15,000 acres of land suiteble for

to be suitable for oil paln, Furthcr cxtensions to the road could be made
during tho subsequont Five=Ycor Plen periods, leading to an eventual link-
up with the Jengka Triangle road system in perhaps 20 to 25 years time,

Detailed development planning should take into aceount the
need to realign the forest rescrve bounderics on the cast and west side
of the valley in order to pormit alienation for agriculture up to the
edge of the gteep land boundery, which ic shown on the existing soil
maps, and the area above the steep land boundary should be gazotted ag
forest resorve, if not already included in this category, in order
to meke the best possible use of the naturel rcsources and to prevent
inadvertent alienation .for other purposcs in the future,

Consideration should also be given to the neced to conserve
ag forest the smaller outerops of steep land, unsuiteble for agricultural
development, on the south side of the areq,

Special consideratijon should bo given to the question of
permissible use in the arca of broken country on the cast side of the
Sungel Lepar downstream of the unnemed 1oft bank tributary with kuala
position 3G/4,065733, and ext-onding ns far as the kuela of the Sungei
Jerangkang., This arca conteins several stecp hills which are of
questionsble sultsbility for sgricultural dovelopment, and a number of
ribbon lakes which have resulted from oresion in the hills to the cast,
and which would increasse the difficultice of any doveloper, This arca,
which conteins productive forest, might be better gazetted as forest
Tesorve for conscrvetion reasons end included as enm extansion to the
Bukit Berkoloh Forcst Reserve, in view of the marginal factorg
mentioned above, and the probable expense of providing satisfectory
road access for agricultural developuent.,



Bentong district

b large part of the western side of this district consists
of steep mounteinous country forming part of the Main Range, in which
topographical conditions arc gencrally unsuitsble for agricultural
settlement and development whilc in the less steeply sloping parts of
the district, which occur mainly towards the castern side ond the south-
east corner, congidersble arces ere occupicd by gazetted forest reserve
and for thet reason are not immediately availeble for egricultural
development oven though the soil and other conditions mey be deemed
suitable,

(5) Sungei Chemomoi o

Considereble scttlement has alrcady occurrcd in this

district, particularly along the velleys of the Sungel Bentong, and
the Sungei Telemong, where elicnated land occurs almost continuously
along the roads which traverse these velleys. In consequence, the only
large arca of land vhich is suitesble and likely to be svailable for
development lics in the extreme southeastorn corner of the district,
to the cast of the Karak-Manchis mein road. In this arca the soils are
generally of average quality end suitsble mainly for rubber cultivetion,
but the largest erea of Statc lend in this rcgion is unfortunately not
directly accesgible by existing roads as fer as is known, and a short

access rood would be required before settlement could commence, Thig
land ocecurs to the east of Bukit Batu Berguling, immediately south of the
Kemasul Forcst Reserve boundary, and the site could be reached by meens
of a short access roed, sbout three miles in length, which might be
constructed from the 107th mile on the Menchis~Durian Tipus road, and
which might conveniently run in a northeesterly dircetion around the
soxtheast ridge of Bukit Sarum end into the velley of the Sungei
Chemomoi, sbout 10,000 acres of agriculturally suitable land occurs
in this arca, and this appears to be the only arca of State land suf ficiently
large for an FIDA type scheme (5,000 scres mindmum size) in the district,
This arca is bounded on the west by %he steep slopes of Bukit Baty
Berguling, which will be bottor suited to permancnt productive forest
reservetion under a sound lend use policy, while towards the cast
there is an arca of rether steeply sloping, broken country intersected
by swamps, The steeper speas arc unsuitable for agricultural dovelopment
end should be exeluded from eny proposed settlement scheme, while the
Swamps arec unlikely to prove suitsble for sgriculturel development unloss
a comprchensive drange system is provided, Deteiled site examination of
these aress would be adviseble before the finsl alicnation boundary for
agricultural dettlement is drewn ups

The only other arcas of Stete’land suitable and availeble
for agricultural development are small patches, usually less then
500 acres in extent, which oceur close to the mein roads, and perticularly
along the Kersk-Menchig road, The location of these areas can be
determined from a close study of the 1 inch to a mile land cepability
classificetion and land alienation and gezettement maps for the district,

Temerloh District

There are tremendous reserves of good soil, suiteble for
agriculture, ineluding sovorel large arcas well suited to diversificetion
cropping, within the bounderics of this district, While much of thig
land is elready alionated and developed for sgriculture, or is earmerked
for future FLDA development, ond other arcas of agriculturally suitable
land are conteined within the bounderios of gazotted foreet or game roscrves,
there are still ceneiderable opportunitice fer imnodicte sgriewlturel -
duvclepment, Stote land in elcge proxdimity to the axisting Poad routes,
whore the developmont could be enrricd out without serious conflict with
other lend use interost,
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& comperison between the land capebility map and the land
alienation and gazettement mep for this district suggests the following
arces, each of which exceeds 5,000 scros in extent, which might be
sulteble for FIDA type settlement schemess-

(6) Sungel Sementen (North)

This erca is teken to be the 1lgnd lying to the north of the
Sungei Semanten between Mentskab and Kuela Sungei Jenalik, snd which is
bounded on the north by Krou Geme Reserve, on the northesst and east
by the Kerdeu Forest Reserve snd on the west by the Lakum Forest Reserve,
The westorn side of this arca compriscs pert of the Sementan Malgy
Reserve, in which there are gpproximetely 9,000 acrcs of unalicnated land
which fall into the agriculturally suitoble group, including 6,000 acres
of soils suitable for oil pelm, while the cestern side of the arca
congists largely of State land, sbout 11,000 acres in extent, which ig
also suitable for agricultural development,

hceess into the western side of this arca ie possible via the
road leading to the existing Melay scttlemonts (Kampong Bolok) which
are mainly concentreted near the centre of the reserve, while access into +
cestern side is possible from Sungei Scmantan Estate, The soils over
most of this arca arc known to be suitable principally for rubber
cultivetion, and a more deteiled exemination of the terrain would be
nceessary before a firm deeision could be mede with regard to the
sultebility of the area for oil palm cultivestion,

(7) Jenderak

4n arca of State lend oxcceding 17,000 acres in oxtent occurs
between the csstern boundary of the Krau Ggme Rosorve and the fringe of
elicnated land bordering the west bank of the Sungei Pehang south of
Kuala Krau, The Jerentut-Mentakab railwey and the reeently completed
Kyala Xrau=Tomerloh roed bobh come within o mile of the eastern side of
this arce, and access into the erca could be mede with little difficulty
from these routes,

The soils in this arca are principally suiteble for rubber,
end a deteiled exgmination of the terrain would mcessery before a firm
decision could be made with rogerd to the suitebility of the area for oil
palm cultivation,

(8) Sungei Belengu frca

&b
and north of gpe Mentekab~Gomas reilway linc, thore are approximetely
6,000 acres of State land suiteble for agriculture development which
are surrounded on the north, east, and southeest by alicnated land,

Soil survey data for this arca indicates that rubber would
be the most suitable crop, and the area does not heve o high potential
for alternative crops such ag oil palm, Mecess into the srca could
conveniently be made via onc or other of the side roads which run into
the surrounding alicnated land from the Temerloh=Trieng road, a mile
or two to the east of the eastern perimeter of the arca,

(9) Sungei Pahang Loop

The Sungei Pshang Loop is thet erca of land to the south of
the western end of the Temorloh=Morean new highwey and south of the
Jongka Tpiangle dovelopment area, which is bounded by %he Sungei Pahang
on the west, south end cast. Within this erca there are some 20,000
ecres of unalicnated land lying within eithor the Bukit Segumpal or the
Senyum Jempul Malay Reserve, which are suitsblc for agricul tural
development, either with rubber on the undulating sreas, or possibly
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with padi in several velley swemps totalling possibly 2,000 acres, It
is also possible that some parts of this area will prove suiteble for
oil palm cultivation on closer soil examination, This epea is casily
accessible from the surrounding areas of alicnated land which fringe
the Sungei Pehang, or from the olg Kempong Chenor road which forms the
northern boundery to the block,

(10) Bukit Mengi

This arca includes approximately 25,000 acros of agriculturally

suitable State land, in which most of the soils are congidercd suitable
for oil palm cultivetion, while the remeinder arc guitsble for rubber,
with the excoption of onec or two small arcas of strongly sloping lend,
including the slopes of Bukit Mendi, The area occupics part of the
southwest corner of the district, betwcen the Temerloh-Bentong district
boundery and the fringe of alicnated land which borders the reilway and
the road between Triang and Kemayen,

becess into this arca could be conveniently made by mcens
of a short (one or two miles) track constructed from the existing
Trieng-Kemaysn road,

(11) Kuala Triang

On the south bank of the Sungei Pahang, on the opposite
side of the river from the Sungei Peheng Loop, and cast and scuth -
of the kuela of the Sujgei Trisng cxtend ng as far cast as the lower
course of the Sungei Bera, there is a considerable arca of unalienated
Malay Reserve, epproximately 7,000 acrcs in cxtent, which is suitable
for agricultural development particularly with rubber, while on the
couth side of the Malay Reserve boundery there is a further arca of
State land, about 5,000 acres in extent, which is equally suitable for
agricultural development with rubber, beeess into both parts of thig
erca could be mede via one to two mile accoss routes, constructed
from the existing Kampong Mengkarak-Kuela Bera road,

(12) Bukit Bort enga

There erc epproximatd Yy 60,000 acres of undoeveloped
Aericulturally suiteblo land, of which ebout 75% is State land and 25%
Maley Roserve, lying in the arca bounded by the lower course of the

i Bera on the west; the Sungei Paheng on the north; and the
mountainous country of the Bukit Bertenga ridge and the Kampong Chini

of Bukit Bertanga, in which the soils aro for the most pert known to

be suiteble for oil palm development, and in parts of which agricultural
scttlement might be commenced at an ecarly date, Such development would
most conveniently be carried out at the northern side of the block,

via ghort accoss trscks only a mile or two long, which could be
constructed,from the recently completed extension of the riverine road
which runs northesst along the south benk of the Sungei Pahang botween
Kempong Kuele Bera and Kempong Tclok,

(13) Buldt Snoreng

Towards the southwestern corner of tho district, betwoen
the Trieng-Kemayan rosd and the middlo course of the Sungei Serting,
and lying cast of Bukit Scrnoreng, there are some 20,000 acres of State
land, on undulating to rolling topography, in which the soils are
suiteble for agricultural dcvelopment particularly with rubber, This
arca 1s already acccssible by means of a pecently congtructed forest
track which runs through the northern part of the arca,



Although this area is one of the most accesgible of eny
large arca of undevcloped state land in Temerloh district, a word
of caution is necessery, as it is also the area which is classed ag
least suiteble for rubber of all the ereas mentioned above, For this
rcason it is suggested that this arca should be given a low priority
for development in relation to the other arces mentioned above,

The ecight arcas selected from the land capability
classificetion data for this district reprcsents those arces of :
agriculturally suiteble State land or Malgy Reserve which are reasonably
accessible at the present day, and which spe sufficiently large for
FIDh or similar scale developmont projccts. In addition there is a
very large arca of agriculturally suiteble land, much of which is
suitablc for oil palm or other diversification crops, which occupies
the southcsstern corner of this district, mainly to the cast of Tasek
Bera, and adjoining Pekan 6 district, Segemet District in Johore, and
Kuele Pilsh district in Negri Sembilan, Within this large area of
undeveloped country there is an opportunity for very large sesle
development, possible of the Jengka Triangle type. This development
would be very long term and would require very careful master planning
supported by more detailed and time-consuming resource surveys of
minerals, soils, forest, and woter, Opher areas eminently suiteble
for agricultural development are known to oceur in certain large
arcas of rcserve land including the Kemasul Forest Roserve, the Lalum
Forest Reserve, the Krau Forest Reserve and the Krau Game Reserve,
but agricultural development of these areas, while possibly expedient
in the futurc, may not be accepteble at the present time,

Pckan Digtrict

The agricultural development potentials of Pekan district
aré very great, but owing to the lack of road access over most of the
arcas of greatest potential, development in most arcas cannot be
underteken immediatcly end lerge secale development in the most promising
areas must be preeceeded by e progremme of major road construction within
the district. The most well rosded and highly populated area in the
district is the coastal strip, but agricultural potentisls in this
arcas are cxtvemely limited, and sgricultursl settlement is confined
mainly to the better, scil around tho river mouths, and also the poor
sandy soils which fringe the coast between the kualas, Extremely poorly
dreined peet ewamps, verying between 5 and 20 miles in width, and
unsuiteble for agricultural development, separate the siready settled
coastal strip from the better agricultural soils which occur in
undulating and gently sloping terrain further inland, Towards the
western and southern borders of the distriet there are large mountain
masses in which the sgricultural potential is negligible, end the main
arcas suitable for agricultural settlement ocowr in the nortiwest,

centre and southwest,

(14) Sungei Luit Vglley

This area lies in tho extrcme northwest of the district,
to the north of the 15 miles section of the Maran-Kuantan road
(Routc IT) which runs through thig corner of the district, The arca
of State land suiteble for egricultural development lics within the
catchment of the Sungel Lult, to the west and northwest of the Kampong
New Zecalend FIPh Scheme, The arca is accessible by meens of a track
which runs slong the west side of the Sungei Iuit and which gives access
to & mining arca about 6 miles north of the main road, With improvemente
this road could be utiliscd as the access route to an FIDA type developmert

scheme involving perhsps 5,000 acres.

The Sungel Luit valley also hes some mining potentiel, and
for this reason the boundary of eny agricultural settlesent scheme
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should be carefully aligned to avoid those areas wherc a mining
potentiel is known to cxist.

(15) Kempong Mcntige

This arca consists of undulating to rolling country which is
suitablc for large scale agricultural development, cxcept in those arces
which arc intersected by numerocus swamps, The areas has recently been
made ‘meessible through the eonstruction of the Sungei Pshang gouth
bank roed bctween Pekan  and Kampong Myntiga and its westwsrd
continuation to a rceently opened iron minc ncer Tesek Chini, The
Kampong Mentiga-Taesek Chini section of this new road traverses State
land suitable for d evelopment with rubber, but the suitablility of the
soils in this arca for oil palm is uncertain, and more deteailed goil
cxamination, together with 2 deotailed consideration of other factors,
including grgcessing, and palm oil bulking and treansport facilities,
would be advisesble before any firm plans are drawn up for this crop,

kbout 20,000 acres of agriculturally suitesble land lies in
close proximitv to the existing roeds which heve buon recently
constructed for.mineral and timber oxtractive purposes,

(16) Bukit Ibam

T¥0 western section of the recently congtructed reilwey
between Bukit Ibem and Rompin, in the south~-ctntral scction of the
district, runs through some 25 miles of undulating to rolling terrain,
which is suitable for oil palm in one or two pleccs, Most of the area
compriscs forest rescrve but the last five milos of the route runs
through State land, Unfortunately roed access is not aveileble to
this arca, while it ig doubtful whether the reilway line could be used
for providing acccss to settlements which might be established along
this route, Lut the possibility of estsblishing en agriculturel
settlement in tho neighbourhood of the reilhoad at Bukit Ibam, with
short access roads running from Bukit Ibam, with short acccss roads
runiing from Bukit Ibam to the settlement site, might be worth
investigating, and in fact a privete roed clroady cxists in thig arca,
running through agriculturally suitsble land, about 19,000 acres in
extent, between Bukit Ibam and Kampong Kuala kur,

The informetian concerning sgricul tural development
opportunities for the preceoding four districts is more deteiled and
precise than is possiblc for the remaining daistricts in Malaya, which
arc discussed below, becsuse these four digtricts arc the only districts
for which land capaﬂility classificetion maps and reports erc availeble,
When such reports become available for the remeining distriets, similap
morc preeise recommendetions for both immcdiate and long torm natural

b brief summary of the possibilitics for immediate
agricultural development in thosc remalning districts is given below,

Raub District

Inm rospects Raub district is gimil to Bent
Distriet, in th:%yﬁuchpgf the western side of the gistric% cgﬁgists
of stecp and very steep mountainous terrain in which there is a
limited potentisl for sgriculturel dcvelopment, Sottlement in the past
has teken place mainly in the velleys immediately eest of the main
range foothills, and in recent years thore has been a movement of
settlers into neighpogring treas of hilly terrain which arc of

Bocausc of these limitatione there are no obvious arcas in
which large scele agricultural developmont might be immediately commenced,
with the possible exception of a fow thousand ecres in the arca covered
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by the Raub bustralian Gold Minc Leasc, which it is understood is
likely to be rovised end in consequence reduced in arca in the near
‘future,

Camcron Highlands district

There ore no obvious areas suitable for lorge scale
agriculturel development in this digtrict,

Lipis digtrict

The western, northern and castern sides of this district are
occupicd by mounteinous terrain with little or no agricultural
development potentials, while the centre-south and southcast consists
of rolling to hilly terrain in which agricultural development

opportunitics over the long term are quite considersble. Settlement
T to date has been confined largely to the benks of the Sungei Jelai znd
its larger tributaries, and to thosc arcas accessible by the only main
: rord within the district, which runs between Bents and Kuala Lipis,

; Lack of road geecss into most arcas of otential sgricultural land has
hindercd development in the pest, but tﬁis situation is rapidly changing
s a result of the latest rural road programmc. At the present time
however available records suggest that therc are only two arcas which
cen be classed as eveilsble and suitable Tor such immediate settlement.,

(17) Sungei an

The road which runs from Reub through the Terseng Forest
Rescrve towards the southwestern corner of the district is duc to resch
the 29 milestone from Raub, closec to the Sungei Koyen, by the end 1966,
and the lest two milcs of this roed run through State land on the
northern side of the Tersang Forest Roserve boundary, This road gives
naccess to approximately 10,000 acrcs of rolling to hilly land, suitable
for egricultural development, within the cetchmont of the Sungei Koyan,
and bounded on the cast and west by hilly to mounteinous topogr aphy,
Similar conditions cxigt further to the north and continue as far as
Kempong Mcdan and this northerly extension could elso be made accessible
if the existing road wes cxtended for a few miles further north of the
24th milestone,

(18) Kampong Dusun

The new road which runs from Padang Tungku over the Sungei
Jelai and then through Selbournc Estate to Kempong Pagor Sasak on the
west bank of the Sungei Tekal runs through an arca of State lend, to the
north of Selbournc Estete and the Kechou Forest Reserve and to the west
of the Sungei Tekai, and bounded on the northwest by steep mounteainous
terrhin, ih which thore are perhaps 8,000 acres of agriculturally suitablo
lend within close proximity to the new roed route,

Jerantut District

s Mibaiitiag

i development, and the only extensive rogion having an agricultural

] development potential is towards the southwest corncr, The Benta-
Jerantut-Meran road end the rocontly completed Jerantut-Kuala Krau
road give access to parts of thig arca, including the northern end of
the Jengka Triangle, in which development mester planning is currently
being carried out., One or two othor arcas which might be suiteble for
agricultural dovelopmont are not eveilable because they oceur within
gozetted forest reserves, including the Tokem Forost Reserve and the

: Som Forest Reserve, end the only obvious opportunitics for immediate
large geale agricultural development appear to be tho following:
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(19) Jeransang

The Jerentut-Kyala Krau road runs through an arca of
undulating to rolling terrain, much of which is Malay Reserve and
part of which is State land, in the area to the ecast and north of
Kempong Jeransang, There are possibly 8,000 acrcs of availsble land,
likely to prove suitable for agricultural development within this
erca, which is bounded by the Jerantut-Jerantut ferry road on the
north, the Sungel Kiol on the south, and sections of the Jerantut—
Mentakab railwey and the Sungei Pahang on the west and east
respectively, Similer conditions exist over about 5,000 ecres on the
south side of the Sungei Kiol, and continue over the boundery with
Temerloh district,

(20) Sungei Beleti

& few miles to the north of Jerentut forry, and lying
between the Sungei Pshang and the Bukit Buloh ridge, arc some 14,000
acres of State land in which soil and topogrephical conditions are
probebly suitable for agricultural development. Road access into this
area already exists, in the form of a timber extraction route, which
runs along the castern side of %he block, end this track would
probebly meke a convenient development route if improved,

JOHCRE

The pattcrn of lend elienation in Johore shows that
settlement is conoentrated principally on the western and southern
sides of the State, while most of the centre-ecast and north portions
consist cither of State land or gazetted forcst or geme reserves,
Most of the roads are similarly concentrated in the west and south and
only two main roads traverse the large arcas of gezetted reserves and
State lend on the north and east, where the greatast se.icultural
potentials ere known to occur., These rosds ere the Klueng~Jemaluang
road and the Endau=-Mersing-Kota Tinggi-Johore Bharu road, which were
both constructed prior to the Second World War. Both these roads
troverse forest or game reserves for much of their distance and for
this receson they offer limited opportunitics for immediate settlement
and agricultural development. Shorter roeds which provide access to
suiteble apcas for agriculturel development include the recently
completed Kulai-Kota Tinggi road and the Kampong Sedili Beser road,

gin gstrict

In spite of the fact that this district has a long term
agricultural development potentiel of considersble megnitude, there
appears to be only one arca which is immedietely available for such
development. This is mainly due to the fact that the roads which
traverse through the sreas of unalienated land run mainly through
forest or geme reserves, while in other placcs these roads traverse
arces of steep or swampy terrain, or arces in which the soil is of
limited suitebility for agricultural development, The only area
which eppears to be suitable and availeble is therefore the following:

(21) Bukit Batu Besar Amca

This is the arca of State land lying to the southwest of
Jemeluang and bounded on the north by the Kluang=Jemalueng roed and
on the east by the Kota Tinggi-Jemalueng roed, -The south side of the
area is bounded by the Endem~-Kota Tinggi wildlife rescrve while the
western side is marked by thc castern boundary of the Mersing Forest
Reserve, Included within this block are some 5,000 acres of land of
fair suitebility for agricultural development mainly for cultivation
with rubber., The avalleble lend in this arca is somewhat broken due to -
the presence of scattered alicnation plots, and also to the presence
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of some pather hilly terrein, including Bukit Batu Besar, in which
the slopes are excessively steep and unsuiteble for agricultural
development, This arca rates as rather poor in comperison with other
areas in meny other parts of the country which have been classed as
availeble and suiteble, but possesses the unique advantage of having
first class roed access elong two sides,

Kota Tinggi district

Tho lend in the southwest of this district is largely
alicnated while forest or game reserves extend over most of the
northern scctor, The only extensive mreas of acoossible State land to

be found towards the westecontre corner of the district is in the

arca traversed by the recently completed Kulai-Kota Tinggi road. It is
understood thet 20,000 acrcs of land in the neighbourhood of this road
hes recently been salienatud for private seetor agricultural development
but it is possible that additional State land suitable for agricultural
development is still aveilable within rcesonable proximity of the new
route, The land in this arca is known to be well suited to agricultural
development for tree crops such as rubber and oil palm,

(22) Pussk

The only remaining area of State land is in the southeast,
in the region known as the Pengerang Peninsula, Recently completed soil
survdys have indiceted thet most of the land in this arca, which is
mainly undulating to rolling in topogrephy, is well suited to
agricultural development, & road running through the centre of the
peninsula from the main Kota Tinggi-Jemalueng road, a fcw miles north
of Kota Tinggi, would permit accecss into thig region, and it understood
that the first few miles of such a road has rccently been constructed
as far as the Pasak FLDM scheme, and this may afford access to at lcast
a part of this ares. A continuation of this road down the centre of
the peninsula could lead to phased development of appraximately 100,000
acres of potential agriculturel lend, & high proportion of this land is
suitable for oil palm,

Johore B digtrict

There appear tc be no opportuntics for large scale agricultural
scttlement end development on State land in thie distriet, which consists
almost cntirely of slicnsted land.

Pon digtric

This district lics almost entircly on the flat west coest
alluvial belt, in which the goils arc of varying suitebility for
agricultural dovelopment, 1 the better soil in this arca have been
alienatcd, meinly for egriculturel purposes snd the only remeining
arcas of State land consist of dcep peat swamps vwhich fringe the
northcastern side of the district, These areas arc of very questionable
suitebllity for agricultursl developmont, with the possible cxeception
of pinaapple cultivation,

Batu Pehat digtrict

This district is similer in many reepects to Pontian district
and consists mainly of alicnated land, while the majority of the romaining
arcas of State lend comprisc swamps which often contsin highly acid
8oils, and which arc thereforc of very questionable suitebility for
large scelc agricultural development, and which present considerable
drainage gnd soil emclioration problems,
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Muar district

Muar district is similar to Batu Pehat end Pontisn districts
in that most of the land is elicnated, while the fow areas which might

Kluang district

Kluang district includes large arcas of forest reserve,
parts of which contain sgoil suitable for agricultursl development, and
vhich may present opportunitics in the future, whilec much of the
remaining arca is already alicnated and developed for agriculture, as
far as is knows, and for thig reason no immediate development
opportunitics are apparent,

Segamat digtrict

Scpemat district contains a congiderable arca of alienated
land, particularly along the southwestorn side, while most of the
remaining epces arc gazetted either as forcst or game reserves, and the
few remaining arcass of Stato appear to be cither inaccessible or
contain unsuiteble soil conditions, For these receson there appcar to be
no arces sulteble for immediate large scale agricultural development,

MALACCA

With the exception of one or two small forest rescrves,
almost the entire arca of Malacca consists of alicnated land, eng
there are no obvious opportunities for immediato large scale agricultural
scttlement and development,

NEGRI SEMBILAN,

consist of alienated land, and there are no obvious opportunitice for
imuediate large scele agricultural development in these arees, Jelebu
district, which consists mainly of steep land bost suited to forest
reservation for conservetion reasong and which lies to the east of the
Main range, is gimilar in thig respect,

Kuala Pilah district

The western side of Kyala Pileh district consists mainly of
steeply sloping mountainous terrain in which large scale agricultyral
development opportunitics are not apparent, whilec the intervening velleys
in this arca are . alpeady largely alicnatod and developed, On the
castern and northeestern sides of the district thore are large arcasil
of gazetted forecst reserve together with smaller arcas of State land
in both of which large scale agricultural developmont opportunities
undoubtedly exist., In view of the fact that most of this lend is

reserved forest, the only arces in which Imediate agricultural opportunitics

are apparent include the following,

(25) Sungei Merlimau

This arca of State land lics to the south of the Pasoh Forost
Resorve and to the northeast of Jepam Padang North Forest Reserve, to
the cast of Kampong Serting Uu, and is traversed towards the northern
gide by the Kempong Ulu Serting-kyor Item roads The Bahau~Triang soction
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of the cast coast railway runs along the east side of the arca, The

soil in this arca is for the most part of only average quelity but the
terrain over much of the arca is undulating to rolling and topographicell
sulitable for large scale agricultural settlement, A careful ficld
examination may revesl as much as 5,000 acres of land in this areca
which might be suitsble for rubber cultivation, although it should be
noted that in general the quelity of the soils in this erca is

inferior to that known to occur in most of the other areas discussed

in this report.

(R4) Sungei Serting,

To the cest of the railway line between kyer Hitem and
Sungei Iui and to the north of Ladeng Geddes Estate, and extending
castwards to the Pahang border and the westorn edge of the Palong Forest
Reserve, there are some 60,000 acres of State land, with undulsting to
rolling terrain, in which the soils are of averege quality and suitable
in places for large scale agricultural development, mainly for rubber,
heeess into this areas is possible via the existing road system within
the neighbouring Ladeng Geddes E tate, while in recont yeears a number
of timber extrection tracks have peneﬁrated into variousg parts of this
region,

SELANGOR

Practically all areas of soil suitable for agricultural
development within the state of Selengor have been alienated and
developed for sgriculture, or for residentisl or industrial purposes,
and the choice of suiteble lend for lerge scale agriculturel settlement
and development is extremely limited, Such land is maihly to be found
within those forcst reserves which occur in the centree of the district,
forming a discontinuous belt running in a northe-south direction through
the State, Many of these reserves also include large areas of steep
hilly terrain which are unsuiteble for agricultural dey~l .ment, while
the mounteins which occupy the eestern side of the shatr arc equally
unsuiteble for such purposes., and thdre ere strong conservation
reasons for reserving these steeper arcas either as permancnt praductive
or protectivd forest reserve, and whenever possible utilizing such aress
for other purposes including geme and recreation purposcs, These arcas also
constitute importent water catchments which neod protecting in order
to ensure the continuation of adequate potable and industrial water
supplies, The only large arca of State land is to be found in northcast
Selangor but as this area is occupicd meinly by extensive swemps
containing deep pcet soils which sre unsuitsble for sgricultural
development, with the possible exception of pincapples if adequate
drainage is effected, the pgricultural development opportunities in
this area are negligible, The only arcas in which opportunitics for
immediate large scale agricultural development are apperent are as follows:

u Selangor distr

(25) Bukit Tungsl

To the west of Bukit Tungal and northwost of Nigel Gardiner
Estate, to the north of Berjuntei in northwest Selengor, end lying
within the former area of the Malayen Collieries timber concession
arca there are small pockets of land, unculating to rolling in
topography, in which agricultural development opportunities oceur,
and which are accessible by old timbor extraction tracks which run
into the arca from the adjoining Nigel Gardiner Estete, With cearcful
Sclection it may be possible to selcet 5,000 acrcs of land suitable
for an FIDA type scttlement scheme,



Sabak Bernam

(26) Sungei Bernam

In the northwest part of the State, near the Perak border,
there is a strip of elluvial soils distributed along the south bank
of the Sungei rBernam, These soils scldom extend for distences of more
than 1 mile south of the river bank, but there are several thousand
acres of State land, extending from Kampong Sungei Panjang to as fer
upstrcam as Kuela Sungei Dusun in which agricultural opportunities
occur. These soils,which ere suitable for oil palm cultiveation, could be
developed via access from the Sungel Panjang end,

PERALK

Practically all arca of sgriculturelly suitable land in

Porek are elrcedy alienated for egricultural purposcs, or for mining,
residentiel or industrial development, and the only large areas of
agriculturally cudtable land occur withirn the lowland forest reserves,
as far as is known, The remeining arces of Statec land consigt almost
entirely of swemp, usually containing deep peate, and there are no
obvious cpportunitics for immediete large scale agricultursl development,
The only possible exccption to thig is in the southcast part of the
Treans=Perak rcgion, in which extensive drainage and/cr irrigation works
arc currcntly being carried out with a vicw to developing this land
either for padi or for dry lend cropping, Such development is long
term rather than short term,

PENANG/ PROVINCE WELLESELY

Almost the entirc arca of this State is alienated, and largely
developed for sgricultural purposes, while the existing forest reserves
play an important conscrvation role end arc not suitsble for large
scale agricultural development,

KEDAH

Practically the entire western and central parts of Kedah

State are intensively developed for agriculturel purposes and the only
arcas in which agriclutral dcvelopment opportunitics may occur are in
one or two areas of relatively inaccessible Stete land in the castern
part of the State, including the Sungei Mong Jagah Vgalley, and within
forcst reserves particularly in the north and south. The only arca in
which large any immcdinge agricultural devclepment opportunity may
occeur in the fellowing,.

Padang Terap district,

(27) Kusla Nereng - Bukit Tok Jmggut

The road leading from Kuala Nerasng to Bukit Tok Janggut
runs through sparsely developed country, in which small pckits of
paid end rubber are interspaced with arces of beluker and disturbed
forcst, In spitc of the somewhat complex pattern of alienation
or illegel cultivation which occurs in this aree, it might’ be possible
to select a roasonably continuous block of approximately 5,000 acres
in which a large scrle scttlenont schemo of FIDA type eculd be sitod.

PERLIS

Most of the sgriculturally suitable lend in Perlis is
already alicnetcd, end the remaining arcas of land possibly suiteble
for agricultural development arc likely to occur in the forest
regerves on the north and cast of the district. No opportunitics are
apparent for immediatc largescale agriculturel development,



KE LANTAN - 21 -

Within the State of Kolantan it is known that some 75% of the
total 1and arca is unsuitsble for agricultural development owing chiefly
to the steeply sloping end mounteinous nature of the terrein, The
remaining 25% of the State lies mainly within the lower basin of the
Sungei Kelanten and the adjacent coastal belt, This area is almost
entirely alienasted end developed for agriculture » particularly with
paid and rubber, Of the remaining areas of agriculturally suitsable
land, the largest portion lies in the intorior of the State, towards the
Pehang border in the basin of the Sungei Lebir and Sungei bring, This
arca is not accessible by road or rail and for that rcason cannot be
considercd as immediately available for sgriculture development even
though the bulk of this area is bolieved to consist of State land,

Forest reserves occupy much of the remaining small arcas of
agriculturally suiteble land, and the only cxtensive erca which cen
therefore be selected from availsble records as immediately aveilable
and suitable for large scale agricultural development is the following:

Ulu Kglanten
(28) Kuala Balsh

On the eastern side of the Sungei Pergau, zbout 12 miles
southeast of Kempong Joli, and on the opposite side of the river from
the recently constructed Kampong Jeli-Dlabong Road, There is en arce
of ebout 10,000 acrcs of State land, mostly steeply sloping low hill
terrain, which cen be classed es marginal suiteble for large scele
egricultural development, mainly for rubber, but possibly suiteble .
also for oil palm, hceess into this arca could be mede from the west
bank roed, via a river crossing and a short access road a mile or two
up the valley of the Sungei Kotil,

TRENGGANU

b major portion of ZTrongganu State is known Lo be too steeply
sloping and mountainous for extensive agriculture development, whilo
most of the lend adjacent tc the existing access roads ia alrcady
elienated or comprises forest reserves or contains poor quality soils,
ineluding cxtremely infertile sands and highly acid and organic swamp
soil, so that the only arces which cen be classed as immediately
availsble and sujtable for extensive agriculturc development, as far as
cen be judged, are the following ercass

engganu trict

(29) Ulu Chalok.

The main Kuala Trenggeanu-Kote Bharu road betweem the 2lst and
33rd milestone from Kusla Trengganu runs through an arca of high quality
soil, well suited for agriculturel developmont with oil palm end possibly
other diversification creps as well as rubber., There arc known to be at
least 10,000 acres of such land under forest, within two or three miles
of the main road in this arca which might prove suitsble for en FLDk
type development schemes, although some of this land is understood to be
currently under consideration for a major development scheme sponsored

by the State government

Kemamen district,
(30) Sungei Tgbak,

bn arca of good quality soil is known to oceur to the north
of the Kampong kiyor Puteh-Kemaman Road between the 16th and 19th
milestone, and continuing northwards slong the west bank of tho Sungei
Tobak for several miles, There arc at lcast 10,000 acrcs of such land
within rcasonable proximity of the road, which might be suitable for a
large scele sgricultural scttlement scheme probably with oil palm as the

il S B



IV, SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This roport details a number of areas which on tho bagis of
available evidence appear best suited for immediato large scalo
agricultural development, The areas have been located from a study
of maps and records currently on file in the Iand Capability Clasgification

Dopartments. It is appreciatod that these records are not infalliblo,

and that State plans may already exist for doveloping ceortain of these
arcas, whilo other areas which present equally good development opportunitiocs
may have been overlooked, Nevertheless it is folt that the areas doseribed
above will reproscnt the bulk of tho State land arcas within the States

of Malaya which could be utilised at relative short notice for large scale
agricultural developmont,

A more completo appraisal of tho agricultural and other national
resource development opportunities, which will indicate the longer term
as woll as the short term or immediate opportunities for development, will
be possible whon a systematic land capability classification cover is
available for the ontire arca of the States of Malaya, schoduled for mid
1969. Pending the production of these clagsification reports it is
concluded that large scale agricultural development and settlement could
mos* expediently bo sited in the above areas during the immediate future,

Bahagian Peranchang Ekonomi,
Jabatan Perdana Menteri,
Kuala Iumpur,

ohb Jun, 1966,
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