
Two Senior Soil Scientists discuss African Soils 

Introduction 

The following letter is a reply to an earlier communication from Hugh Brammer from Harry 

Vine, an interesting and productive soil surveyor, whose main field work was in the cocoa 

soils of Southern Nigeria. Charter advised him on setting up the survey, and Vine adapted 

Charter's Gold Coast methodology (Borden et al., 2020). Vine had a particular interest in the 

unexpectedly fine textures of many Nigerian topsoils, and attributed them to harmattan dust 

blown out of the Saharan and Sahel regions to the north (Vine 1987). 

Vine spent the latter part of his career in academia, firstly in Trinidad, then in the fledgling 

University of lbadan in Nigeria, and finally in then University of Leicester in the UK. His 

family retained the Caribbean and agricultural connections. 

Harry Vine was a careful field worker and tended to be cautious in his written work. Because 

he was not a prolific author, this detailed letter is valuable background to his work and 

thinking. 
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