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FOREWORD 

The survey of the Navrongo-Bawku region has been conducted in pursuance of the policy of the 
Institute of taking an accurate inventory of the soil resources of the entire country as rapidly as possible. 
The demands of modern agricultural practice lean heavily on this and there is the great expectation 
that in future agriculturists and farm workers generally in this country would be able, with information 
available in this and other memoirs of this Institute, to match the land to the crops it can best support. 

The Navrongo-Bawku Region, situated at the top right-hand corner of Ghana, is about 3,350 
square miles in area. Because there was a full aerial-photo coverage the conventional method of soil 
survey developed in the country and adopted elsewhere in the tropics was discarded and a full 
advantage taken of those photographs. Considerable saving in time and money was the outcome. The 
method used has been described in earlier reports and the Institute is adequately equipped for this 
advanced technique. 

In Ghana, soil series rarely cover a sufficient area in individual expanses to make it practicable 
to map them on any but very large scale maps. Soil associations only are therefore shown on the 
maps attached to this report but comprehensive descriptions of the soil series making up those associa­
tions and notes on their agricultural potentialities occur in the text. 

Earlier workers in the region had warned on the seriousness of the damage being caused by land 
erosion. Indeed Dr. Adu has also cautioned about the widespread nature of such erosion and the 
need for adequate measures to combat any further deterioration. Some measures towards soil con­
servation have been adopted by resettling people within land-planning areas. 

It is hoped that the findings of Dr. Adu will be found useful as pointing to other utilisable areas 
in a region engulfed in very serious erosion hazards. 

KuMASI 
October, 1969. 

IA 
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K. A. QUAGRAINE 
Director 
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