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s l.E1:i1'1AR y 

A pro[;ramme is presented for the pToCuction of "i :25,000 

soil ma�:>s in selected c;reD .. s of the co-,.mties of Entl2.r1d c'Jl.6. Yfales. 

The arer.s c .. re chosen for their representative geornorpholo{;ic&l end 

their current interest to the z,gr'.:_cul turc,,l incJ.ustry ':i1_1en surveyed, 

and considered wi tl'.1 v10rl,;: already done, they will form the bc:,,s:.,_s on 

which w:Lll be constr-o_ctec1 county, regional Md n2.tional soil oaps. 

The f,,ncla,me:::tci scientific basis for the 1:>rogranme is 

expectecl to reraain L,irly consts .. nt, but tirn empho..s:i.s of interest in 

the ae;ricult.Jrc,l . l-1<:tustry may well c:1anc,e, 2nd a periodic review 

by- the u;;er or(;:.:xizations ir, SUi:_,0ested. 
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At a meeting in October, 1966, the Soil Survey Research 

Board agreed . . 1 .. . · 1 . "F.· 1 " ' ,;re l s ( 1 ) a nev1 _princip e o1 mapping soi s in ""'nr; ano. ano. t10. e •

Selected 38 sq. mile areas in each cotmty vdll be surveyed at a see.le 

of i : 25,000 ar,d maps published at the s2.me scale. The areas will 

correspond to the Orclnance Survey 10 km. x ·j O km. Outline Edition 

1 : 25,000 map series. 'l'hey will be selected. to aid the production of 

county, regional �md. national soil maps, and. for their agricultural 

interest. 

This paper clescribes the priorities no·e being given to 

counties, ana. lists for e..:ch the 'i : 25,000 O. S. map sheet areas 

selected. for survey in the :i:'utur·e. 'fhe j_;,:;:,erest slloYm by user 

organizations in ma.ny sheets is indicated, and s·u.gc:;estions are made 

fm· periodic revie,1s of the programme. 

'1:he ps.per is being circulated to ap;_iropriate departments in 

the Ministry of Ag:::·iculture, l:'isheries and Food., :.'."or comment. 

Huch inl· orrnation is a.1rea6.y B.vailable in several counties at 

a scale of i :25,000, o'bt£�ined c',,.oring the 3rd" Edition ·l :63,000 mapping 

pro6ramme, nm, dru.winc; to a. close. The aim of the present p:cogramme 

is to supplement ,,;hat ha.s alread.y been done, with clet2,:Uec. surveys of 

soils in selected. areas of each county of EnE;land. .s..nd. Wales. The 

:i: inal objective is that the olcl worlc i.illcl the new, taken together, 'i\'ill 

be representative of the soils of each covnty as a whole. 

REG-IONiu. i.iID COENTY DIS'l'RlBU'l'IOIJ OP MAPPING-
....... ,...,, ._ .. _ -=- ·,·---�--�-=---.,..,� �.M----- ......... �:rr- . ...-.:.. % 

Tables ·j (a) to 1 ( g) shov, for each cotmty; arra.n .,ed. rei;iona.lly, 

the area that has £,ll�eady been surveyed in '.;erms of 11 eq_uiv8.lent 

1 :25,000 sheetsir . These may be either rn1 a1�ea corresponding exactly 

to an 0. S, i: 25,0CO sheet, or Na.de up from pc1.rcels of land surveyed in 

several sheet 0.reas of the county. The adjacent column shovrs the 

number of supplemen'c�ry i : 25,000 sheet �1.red.S needed. to enable tr.te 

lru1d area to be ade--�uately sampled, end a thirci. column gives the 

percentage of the totai land area of es,ch county that will h.s.ve been 

covered by detailed. map:pins when the progral.!l!'ne is com:plete. The 
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average for the whole country will be about 33 per cent. 

'. Wales 50 

j Northern 39 33 

----�-�=�•=-·- ----�---�-�----�---�-=~·�---��=-· ���---4-; 

Ta,ble i (h) shovisthe balsnce, in each region between mapping 
the J\1orth 

done and to be done. Noteable are the areas comnletec. in Wales/and 

the West Midlands, from which it cen be inferrec!. thD,t they will 

produce the fi.,: st regional soil maps. The South-East ana. East 

Niid.Lsnds show considerable Eareas yet to be surveyed, a factor to be 

considered in future staff deployment. 

All the 1 : 25,000 sheet a:reo,s to be covered. in the new 

programme have been selected because of their geomorpholoc;ical and 

ped.olo;;ical value in the understanding of the soils of a county. 

In addition, user or:;anizations have been consultea., formally or 

informally, to find. ou-c their actual or potential interest in each 

sheet. Four of the columns to the rir:;ht in Tab1es i(a) to 1 (g) show 

the numbers of sheets selected that c,re also of iE.1mediate practiccl 

interest, mainly in a6ric1...,l ture. The final column in this group 

· ives the total numoer of the sheets selected. in each county that

are of interest industrially and administratively as v:ell as

scientifically. This fi.:;u1°e v:-111 be useful in the future assessment 

of the priority to be r:;iven to a particular 00U11ty within a region. 
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The priority now being given to each county within a region 

is sl1.own on a 1, 2, .3 scale in the last column of the '1ables� This 

is mainly a reflection of the staff position at present ano. in the 

immediate future 1Nhicl1. are in turn much influenced by agricul turaJ. 

needs over the last 5 - 1 0 years. 

The key letters and. numbers for the 1 :25,000 sheets chosen 

are listed, by regions and. counties, in Tables 2( a) to 2(g), with 

the interested user organizations. 

REVIEW OF THE PROGR.AkI!YtE 
�..,.,..,.,,��:-">n"r-.,_L��� 

'.-Vhile the c;eomorpholoc;ical and pedological basis for the 

programme is likely to need only minor, infrequent changes in the 

light of advances. in knowledge, it seems probable that emphasis in 

the agricultural industrial interest will change both inside and 

between counties. This wHl call for a periodical review of the 

sheets of interest to the user organizations. 

The intervals at which such reviews shoulc1 be made must 

be long enough to avoid aisrupting W1.duly the scientific and 

administrative continuity of the work of the Survey. It is suggested 

that user or0anizations could usefuJ.ly review their interests 

biennially, and ·chat a p11per be off ere 6. to ol. ternate April meetings 

of the Soil Survey Research Board c:,:iving su.::,_::;estions for alternative 

sheets. 

A programme for the proc.t,ction of 1 :25,000 soil maps in 

selected areas of Ent;la,nd and 1Jales is presented. The areas are 

chosen for their geomorpholor;ical and pedoloc,ical characteristics, 

and their current interest to the agricultural ind.ustry. When 

survey:ec:, they will form the basis for the constr·.0 ction of county, 

regional and national soil maps. 

The paper is offered to the Board for information. 

REFERE£!9 ES 

( 1 ) CLARE, K. E. 'l'he development of the Soil Survey of England and.

Rothamsted Experimenta,l Station, October, 1 966. (The Survey). 
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